Korma oH cierka HakJIOHHJI TOJIOBY, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETh Ha HAC, APAKeH IOKPHIJICS XOJIOMHBIM ITOTOM
¥ [Jjaxke MpoOOPMOTaJ Mpo Cce0si, YTO ero B3TJISAN TITOCTEH.

bl CIIpOCHUJIa ApJI}KeHa,COH JIX 3TO, HO OH 3a[daJl MHE TOT 2K€ BOIIPOC,49TO IIPUBEJIO HAaC oboux B
3aMellaTeNnbCTBO. B 3ToM cMEICTE BUYepallHne COOBITHS ITOKA3aIHUCh HAM CTp&HPII.IGfI N3 CKA3KH.

Ho s 6vU1a yBEepeHa, 4TO 3TO OBUT HE COH.

MMmepaTop, KOTOPOT0 MBI C ApAZKEHOM 3HAJIX... UMIIEPATOp, KOTOPOTO MEI cebe IPeCTaBIIsiu... He
OBITT TEM, KTO CTasl OBl U3BUHSATHCS Tepey] HaMHu.

Ilaxke BO CHe S HUKOTTA He IMpeacTaBiidla cebe, Kak HMIIEPATOP U3BUHAETCA IIepeg HaMHu.
HOTOMY YTO OH OBLI [Jid HaC TaKUM Y€JIOBEKOM.

[To kaKou-TO IpPUYMHE, KOTAA S BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO IPOU30IIIO BYepa, MOY IIJIeYd CHOBa Hadaau
TPSCTUCE.

[JBcé B mopsake?

HiMmepaTop MpomoiKal CMOTPETh Ha HaC JBOMX, KOTOPHIE IPOKAIX U HE MOIJIM HUYEro CHesaTh,
3aTeM B3TJISIHYJ Ha Yackl ¥ BCTall.

HmnepaTop, Ybu HOTH ObITA HACTOIBKO MIMHHEIME, YTO MEXKIY €0 POCTOM CHJISI U CTOS Obia
OTPOMHas pa3Hulla, OH momomén 6e3 Konedauuii. IIITOPLI OBIIM TOTHSATH, YTOOR SPKUM COTHEUHEBIH
CBeT Mafajl Ha KpOBaTh.

EnvHCTBEHHOE MPEUMYIIECTBO CBET/IBIX BOJIOC B TOM, YTO OHU IIPEKPACHO OJIeCTAT 0[] BO3[eHCTBHEM
COJITHEYHOTO ¥ JIYHHOT'O CBETA.

He KaxeTcsl HempaBUJILHBIM CKa3aTh, UYTO OHU CHUSIOT, KOTTIa 51 BUXKY Iepeq co0oii UMIepaTopa uiu
ApnxeHa.

¢ He 3HaJa, MOTOMY YTO HUKOTa 6/IM3KO0 He pacCcMaTpHBasla JIUI0 UMIIepaTopa, HO OHO ObIJI0
HEMHOTO TT0X0Xe Ha Ap[KeHa... HeT, Ha CaMOM fieJie OHO OBIJI0 OUeHb Ha HETO MTOX0XKe.

[TepBbIii TPUHI] OBLJI TOX0XK HA UMIIEPATOPA, HO BTOPOM U TPETHIl IPUHIIH HE UMeIN HUKAKOT0
CXO[ICTBA C UMIIEPATOPOM.

KaxeTtcsi, ApoxxeH 0omiblile TTOX0XK Ha UMIIepaTopa, YeM Ha 9TUX OBOUX......

0da.

AppxeH OBICTPO OTBETHUJI ¥ IIPUHSJ CTOSIYYIO 103Y. B oT/IM4YMe 0T MeHs, KOTOpas Ha MTHOBEHUE
3agyMmarnach, T Ha JIMI0 ApfkeHa, ApoKeH B 3TOM OTHOIIEHUH ObLI OBICTD.

¢ BHIIPSIMMIIA CIIMHY ¥ IIPHUHSIAa IIPaBUNIbHYIO 103y, YTOOH IM0Ka3aTh Ero BennuectBy MMnepartopy,
KakK Besen yuuTenb. OH nogHsan ApaXeH U CKa3a:

[JBce B mopsigKe, ecju TH HE [eJlaelllb 9TOT0 IPU MHE.

Korpa s nocMoTpesia Ha ApAKeHa, KOTOPHIM HEJIOBKO CTOSIJT Ha KpOBaTH, A He yBUesa, 4To
MMIIEPATOP TOXKE MPOTSIHYI MHE PYKY.



PaccrmabuBInmch, OH yOpasa PYKy ¥ CHOBA B3TJIHYJI HA YaCHI.
— XoTuTe IOCUeTh 3[Iech HEMHOTO, TI0Ka 3aBTPakK He OGyaeT roToB?

KoneuHo, 3T0 OBLI TOT Ke T'0JIOC, YTO ¥ paHbllle, HO 1 KUBHYJIA, AyMasi, UTO OIIKOYCh, €CIIU ITOAyMalo,
YTO OH CTaJI MArye.

3aTeM, KaK HY CTpaHHO, Oeflasi 3aHaBeCKa ITOJTHOCThIO 3aKphljia KPOBaTh. XOTS 3TO OB
TIOJTyTIPO3PAYHbIH, eT0 OBIJI0 HEJIETKO YBUAETh CHAPYXKH.

Iaxe 1ocyie Toro, Kak 3aHaBec ObLJI 3aKPHIT, I HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl He MOTJia IIPUNTH B ce0s U
Konebanach,HO 3aTeM 3alljiefia BOJIOCH B ABE KOCUYKH, U TOCMOTPETa ApP[KeHY B Tia3a.

¢l He 3Ha0, BCTPETHUIIACH JIM S B3TJISOOM C APMIKEHOM WU C IIJTIOIIEBEIM MUIITKOM U KYKJIOH-KPOITHKOM
pa3MepoM C Hallle Tejo, KOTOPYI0 UMIIepPaTop B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT Hadall KJIacTh Ha KPOBATh.

«OH 1 paBfa MpPOCTO TakK YIIEN?»
«{l He 3HaW0..»

COBHO peIInB IPOOIKUTE 6€CCMBICIIEHHYI0 OUTBY, ApIKeH HAIloJI0BUHY PAa3BEPHYJICS U C
PELINTENIbHBHIM BEIpaXkKeHUEM JIUIA CJIeTKa KOCHYJICS 3aHaBEeCKH.

«OH ke He TOBOPUJI HaM He YXOOUTh OTCI0fa, He TakK JIU?»
«[Tomarato, 4TO Tak.»

4 B3s1a KOHel 3aHaBeCKU CBOMMU U3SIIHBIMU PYKaMH U CJIETKa, O4Y€Hb CJIeTKa IIPUIIOOHATIA ee. A
YBUE€Jla UHTEPLEEDP CIIaJIbHU, I'I€ CBETUJIO APKOE COJIHIE, U A yXKe COGI/IpaJ'IaCB TIIOOHSATE T'OJIOBY.

[JYTO THI IeNnaens?
TeHb yIasa Ha MOIO TOJIOBY. ApfKeH ObIJ IIEePBLIM, KTO aXHYJI OT YIUBIIEHUS ¥ IIOBEPHY TEJI0 Ha3a[.
OH BBITALIU MEHS, U 1 yIIajia, IPU 3TOM II0JIOBHHA MOETO Tejla Onupasach Ha ero CIuHY.

Moé Teso ymano Ha MSATKYI0 KpoBaTh, ¥ Ap[zKeH OBICTPO 3af€PHYJI IITOPHL. JTO OBIIO IOUTH KaK
UHCTUHKT.

WMmepaTop CTOUT MPSIMO ITepeio MHOM, 3aHABEC 3aKPHIT. ITO SICHO SICHO

9To Obinla BUHA ApaKeHa, MO3TOMY s CTJIOTHYJIa, HE BCTaBas, a ApIKeH OBUTAJICS, KaK eMy
3abnaropaccyguTcs.

4 mocMoTpena Ha CBOM PYKH U o0nenHea.

Ha 3aHaBecke Bce elrle Oblla HapuCcOBaHa TeHb UMIlepaTopa. Eciu mogyMaTs, 3T0 Oblna CrialabHs
MMIIepaTopa, KpoBaTh UMIIEPATOPA, ¥ 9TO Mbl BTOPIJIUChH Ha €T0 TEPPUTOPHUI0. ITO O3HAYAET, YTO MBI
He HOKHBEI OTHOCUTHLCS K HEMY KaK K 3JI0YMHIIIJIEHHUKY.

4 cxBaTuma ApreHa 3a Kpal OfieXX[Ihl ¥ IIOTAIlKIIa eT0 Ha3al, a OH CMOTPEJI Ha MeHS C 03aJaueHHBIM
JIAIIOM.

Ap,[[}KeH HpOI_LIéJ'I BeChb IIyTh, a BMECTe C HUM U IIPOCTHIHU. B TOT MOMEHT, Korfia g OTIIYCTHUJIA PYKY,



HaOmonast, Kak CHUMAIOTCS KPACUBO YJI0KEHHEIEe OesIble MPOCTHIHU, IIITOPH YIIAJH.

I/IMHepaTop IIOCMOTPEII Ha HaC JBOUX 3ardJO4YHEIMH I'Jla3aMH. He OBl710 HUKAKHUX IIPU3HAKOB IIJIOX0T'0
HaAaCTPOEHUA UJIK YET0-TO ele.

[To KaKoi-TO IpUYKHE S TaK HEPBHUYAJA, YTO MHE Ka3aJioCh, YTO MEeHS BOT-BOT OTPYTraloT IIOCyIe
HEeCYaCTHOTO ClIy4asi, II09TOMY s 3aKojiebanach, ¥ OH MPOTSHYI PYKY, 3aKPEeIiss 3aHaBECKY PSIaoM
CO MHOM.

OlTofiméMTe 3aBTPAKATE.
keksk
Bo-miepBHIX, y MEeHS ONyXJIM T'Jla3a, U g He X0TeJla II0Ka3kiBaTh CBOE JIUIIO APYTUM JIIOISIM.

4 ympBInach Bofo, KOTOPYIO ITpHHecIa TOpHUYHAs, IIOYKUCTHIa 3yOrl U ITepeoferiach, HO OTEK,
TI0X0Ke, He craj. ['ma3a ApaKeHa OBIIM TAKUMHU Ke OMYXIINMH.

4 mymarna, 4TO 9TO Harpaja 3a TO, YTO TaK CUJIbHO IIJlaKajia BYepa. I'ma3a ApaxkeHa ObUIM IIPOCTO
KpaCHBIMH, HO HM3-3a TOTO, UTO €T0 KoxKa Obljia TaKo# cnaboi, OH OBICTPO OMYX, Kak H f.

Tak kKak OHa Obl/Ta He B COCTOSTHUH MTOKA3BIBAThCS OPyTHM, TO OIIyCKaJla I'0JIOBY, MAaKCHMaAJIbLHO
3aKpPhIBaJia JIMIIO XU YaCTO CjieJOBaJlla 3a UMIIEPATOPOM.

[To KaKo#-TO MpUYMHE €My He IIPUILIOCh UCIIOIb30BaTh Maruio, YTOOH 3aCTaBUTh €€, KaK B IIPOIUIBII
pas3,Ho ceyac MHE XOTEJI0Ch ITPOCTO YTOORI MEHS TAIIWIIK BIIEPEN U S MOTJIa paccinabuTcs.

[laru uMnepaTopa ObITM MEOIEHHBIMY, HO HaM C ApIKeHOM OBIIIO JOBOJIBHO CJIOZKHO ITPOUTH TaKoe
Oonbinoe paccrosHre. OCOOEHHO W3-3a TOTO, KaK [ajieKo N0 CTOJIOBOM.

4 mna, TSAOS Ha TOJIBbI 101, TepeOs IOHO0JI CBOel ofeX b, BEII0 yAUBUTENBHO BUAETh HOBYIO O€myio
KOXY 6e3 eqUHOr0 IIpamMa, ¥ 5 TOYyBCTBOBAJA, YTO MOE 3pEHUE HEMHOTO YITyYIIUIOCE.

9T0 Obl/Ia HEe TakKas YK IIJI0Xas IIepeMeHa. 9to IIPUATHO, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO OOKA3dTEJILCTBO TOI'0, YTO
MEI BEIPDOCIIH.

[Toka s 3TO menana, S 3aMeTHia, YTo ApOXKeH Toxke OpenéeT BIepéen, TS B MOJ.

«4 rononmHas!»

«4 Toxe»

Y Hac 06oux B KMBOTe HEMHOI'0 yp4ajo, Mbl 00a ObIIM TOJIOOHEL ¥ He OYeHb MOTUBHPOBAHH.
Ho uto s mMory cumenats... Ecnu Ero BenmuuecTBo MMmepaTop 3TOTo X04eT, 5T JOJIXKHA U/TH.

9T0 OB TOT MOMEHT. Tej10 MeIJIEHHO IIBUIO0. DTO OBIIO TaK MEIJIEHHO U [e/IMKATHO, YTO 5 He
YOUBUIACh U [axke He 3aMeTHuIa, YT0 MeHsI 0OHMMAIOT.

WMmnepaTop OOHSIT HAC K CBOEH IPynu U MenjieHHo cokycuposa B3rsaf. Ero 3enéHele riiasa
G7ecTeny, ¥ OH BBITJISIEN YTOMIEHHKIM, BHUMATEJIBHO TS Ha Hac.

— Ecnu BaM OBIJIO TSXKEJIO, Hago OBIIO CKA3aTh MHE.



BHe3amHo ria3a ©MIepaTopa PacUIMpPUIIKCh, KOT{Ia OH IepXKaJl Hac Ha pyKaX, ¥ UMIEPaTOp THXO
npo6opMoTar.

DSTO CJIOZKHO, IIOTOMY 4YTO 4 HUKOI'Id PAHBIIE HE 3aHNMAJICAd OETHEMU.

¢ Ha MrHOBeHME 0CTON0EHe a, HO KOTHa 3agyMaliach, MPUHITH ObITA Pa3HBEIMU OT POXKIECHUS U HE
OBLIH OOLIYHEIMHU «TIETHbMU».

By,'[[b TO (1)I/I3I/I‘-IGCKE1H CHUJla, Maru4eCKne HaBBIKU UJIM YM, HUYTO U3 3TOT0 HE HaXOOUTCA Ha YPOBHE,
KOTOpI:»IfI MOZXKHO CPAaBHUTH C HAMHU.

¢4 cnbiana, 94TO Te, KTO HAUMHAET XOMUTh B TeUEeHMe MecCsIa UK IBYX MTOCIIe POXKOEHUS, SBIISIOTCS
YjleHaMH KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbH. §1 He MyMalo, UTO V HUX KOTHa-Tu00 OBIJIO BpeMsi, KOT{la UX MOXKHO
OLLIIO HAa3BaTh NEeTHMU.

HeynuBuTembHO, YTO UMIIEPATOPY OBIIO TPYOHO UMEThH C HaMu feso. [TomymMaB 06 9TOM, ST MBICTIEHHO
IMOKauaJsa I'0JIOBOH.

ITaxke eciu UX OCTABUTH B IIOKOE, OHM BRIPACTAIOT CAMHM, fIa TaK, YTO CTAHYT TeHUSIMH...
Kopoue roBops, 3Tu mpuHIlkl, OnarocioBiéuHbie Borom. ITo cpaBHEHHIO C HUMY MBI OOBIYHEIE

OHa cTpaHHBIM 00pa30M BI[eNINIaCh B PYKU HMIIepaTopa, ¥ €€ HECNIH 00 CaMO# CTOJI0BOU. B
yoylamollei TUIIKHE 5 Jaxe [IOAyMaTh He MOTJIa 0 pa3roBope ¢ ApaKeHOM, T03TOMY IIPOCTO
r1y00KO B3[IOXHYIIA.

«HW niyieywu y HEro UIMpOKUeE.....»

4 6e3 BCsIKOI MPUYMHEL Haflessiach MOOBICTpee HoOpaThC A0 CTOJIOBOM, yragbiBasi pa3Mep Ijed
UMIIepaTopa, KoTrzia oHa IOANEpsa Ioa00ponoK. XoTs 3To 66110 YO0OHO, BCe paBHO OBIIO OLIyIIEHNE,
OynTo MeHs1 0OHMMaeT He3HAKOMell, ¥ IIOJOIIBE HOT ITPO0/IKaJU 4eCcaThCs.

Hu ¢ Toro Hu ¢ cero MHe Ka3aJjioch, UTO Y MEHS YelleTcst 00/1aCTh MEKAY I'0JI0BOM U MyJIbCUPYIOT
IIEeKH.

K cyacThio, eqMHCTBEHHBEIM yTellleHneM ObIJIO TO, YTO UMIIePaTOP MOCIYIITHO BEICAOU HAC, KOTHA MhI
IIPUIIIIA B CTOJIOBYIO.

Korga MBI BOLITH B CTOJIOBYIO, T'le BCE eIlle BKYCHO IIaxJI0, MIePaTop OTHAal CBOUM CIIyraM
CcHorcimuOaTeIbHbIM IPHUKa3.

OlaBaiiTe cuenaeM [Jis JeTel UTPOBYIO KOMHATY B CIajibHE, TOKa Mbl eguM. Cymsi 10 BceMy, 3[IeCh He
BO UTO UT'PaTh. A ellle chaelaiiTe MecTo, Toe eTH MOT'YT CIIOKOMHO HAaXOOUTh,II0 TUITY OPaHKepeHu.

1?1

[JA MOXKHO 7T 3aMEHUTb CIIOHCOPCTBO OTKPEITHEM HOBOT'O IIOMEINEHNUA U COEIaTh IIOTOJIOK
CTEKISTHHBIM? ECii BO3MOXKHO, BCE MOXKHO PemnuTh BHYTPXU KOMHATEI.

Het! KoHeuyHOo, urpoBasi KOMHaTa Oblla Maa,Ho....



Kpome Toro, BO3MOKHOCTh PEIIXTh BCE B KOMHATe OblJIa COBCEM HE XOPOIlei HOBOCThI0. OHA ORICTPO
TIIOfIOIIIa K HOTaM UMIlepaTopa U TUXO IOJHSTA IJlasa.

HmnepaTop, MOYyBCTBOBAB Ube-TO IPUCYTCTBUE Ha CBOEU HOTe, IOCMOTPETI BHU3, U HAIIK B3TJISAHL
BCTPETHUITUCE.

Korga on BCTpPETHUII MEHA B3TJIAO0M, IIPU3BIBAIOIINM MEHA 3arOBOPHUTH, MOH IIJIEe4YHU IIOCTEIIEeHHO
C2XKaJIuChb.

Uusa CTJIOTHYJIa CIIIOHY B 3arOBOPHXJId C CaMBIM 2KAJIKMM BBEIPDA2KEHUEM JIMIIA.

[Bawre BenuyecTtBo... Hu4ero cTpaliisoro, eciv Bbl MeHs He IOAAEPXKUTE...HaM 3TOT0 He HYXKHO... f
MOTY IIPOCTO IIOUTH Ky[a-HUOYOb U TIOBECENTUTHCH. ..

Korma eé rooc mocTeneHHo cTuX, MmepaTop 3aroBOpui CepbE3H0, HECKOIBKO THIIIE,

(Ts1 yyBCcTByelIb ceOs HEYIOTHO?

(HeT,mpoCcTO MHE AOCTATOYHO YTO OTEI] TYT.
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