..... Y Hero Ha pykax OvIJT KponuK. He 3Hat0 Kak, HO 3TO OBIJT HACTOSIIUM PO30BHIM KPOJIUK.
P030BHIl KPOTUK, KOTOPOTO 5 BHAea TONbKO B CKa3Kax.

(ITockomnbKy Tebe HpaBUTCS PO30BHIi, ST MPUBE3 KPOJIMKaA M3 KOPOJIeBCTBa Menusi, KOTOPOTo
BBIPACTHJIA TPUHIIECCA.

TpeTuii IpuHII B35J71 KPOJIMKA y CIyKAHKU ¥ PafOCTHO 3aKpuyall, lepefaBas ero HaM.
(IIpuHnecca......KpOIUK, KOTOPOT0 OHa BEIPACTHIIA?

Ha cnegyromuii feHb psigoM ¢ IUTOMHUKOM €HOTOB ITOSBUJICS HEHYKHBIM KPOMUYUY MUTOMHUK.
kekskokokok

[...OH X04eT CO MHOU MOUTPaTh....

AppKeH BRIDOHUII OEePEBSIHHBINA Med, KOTOPHIM iepXkaJl B pyke. [lepeBIHHBIN Med ObLJI CJIOMaH U
PaCKOJIOJICS TIOMOJIaM, a XKeJIe3HbI CTepKeHb, KOTOPHIH ObIJT BCTABJIEH BHYTPb, BHIIAJ U U3Mall
CTPaHHEINA 3BYK.

0......ArpaTts? O 4yeM ThI TOBOPUIIL?

Kaxk 6ynTo oH ycybIlIan 3ByK, KOTOPEIM Ha CAMOM [ieJie He JOJIKeH ObLJT CJIBIIATE, €TI0 JIUI0
IIOCTEIIeHHO 0OJIEIHENI0, ¥ BCKOPE OH CXBATUJI MEHS 3a IUIeYU ¥ Havyas TPSCTH.

MeHs elnie cunbHEe 3aTOIIHUIIO, KOTa APIXKeH BCTPSIXHYJI MeHs, HO s He JyMaJia, YTO MeHS BHIPBET.
0...ITpuién BTOPO# MPUHI] ¥ CKa3al MHe BEIOpATh MECTO, Ky/ia s XO4Uy IMOUTH IIOUTPATh.
ApmKeH, Hayall TPEHUPOBAThCS C MEYOM II0 NTpHKa3y uMIlepaTopa.

4 meITanack HayYUTHCS (PEeXTOBAHUIO BMECTE C HUM, HO 3TO OBIIO TaK TPYOHO, YTO S C JIETKUM
cepaleM caanach. ApfizKeH 3aBUI0BAI MHE [0 CJIe3, HO OH He MOT OC/IYIIaThCs IIPUKa3a UMIIEPaTopa,
TI09TOMY €MY MPHUIIIOCH IOAHSITh MEY.

BmMecTo 3TOTO0 5 Hadaia U3y4aTh Maruo rinyoxe, ueM ApaxeH. B 970 BpeMs BoneOHUK U3 GallHu C
I000IEITCTBOM IIOCMOTPEJT Ha Hac ¢ ApIOKeHOM U TBePHo CKa3all, YTo ¥ ApaKeHa HeT TajaHTa K
Maruu.

Y AppmkeHa TOJBKO ITOJIOBHHA MOEH MaHHI, KaK Oy[ITO OH C KEM-TO HOeJIUJICS MaHOM.
C mpyroif CTOPOHEI, OH CKa3aJsl, YTO S HAaCTOJIBKO II0JTHA MAHKI, YTO CPAaBHS/IACh C TPETHUM IIPUHIIEM.
¢4l GblyTa pajia 3TO CIIBIIIATE.

AppxKeH TIOOHS MeY, U 5 C PafioCThi0 Hayajla U3y4aTh Maruio. 9To pa3HuIla B TallaHTaX, ¥ C 3TUM
HUYEro He Mofesaelllb.

[JBTopoi npuHIT?
[JBTopoii IpUHLI.

B KOMHaTe HHKOTO He 6131]'[0, KpOoMe IBYX CIIY2KaHOK, CTOABIIKUX B OTOAJIEHWHU, IIO3TOMY A THUXO



IIOrOBOpHJIa C ApAKEHOM.

[JOn cobupaercs urpath? [Touemy?

[JMozKeT OBITh, 9YTOOBl ITOABIIIATH CBEXKUM BO3IYXOM.

4 moxkauarsa roj0BO#, ITIOAyMaB O TOM, UYTO IIOYTH Ha MecCdl] 3aCTpsijia B CBOe! KOMHATe.

[TouTu HeOeso B UMIIEPATOPCKOM ABOpIIe OBIJIO IIyMHO. [TepBbI IPHUHI], KOTOPHIM 9aCTO IPUXOOUT
6e3 eOuHOTO CJI0Ba, BTOPOM IIPUHI], KOTOPHIM IPUXOAUT HABECTUThL HAC, U TPETUM IIPUHI], KOTOPHII
BHE3allHO HamagaeT U UTpaeT, He MOSIBIISAJIUACE [eTyl0 Hefeio.

ViMmepaTop Takxke He 3aXOMII B CIIAJIbHIO, XOTS 9TO ObIJIa €r0 COOCTBeHHAass KOMHATA.
(910 TBOST 06513aHHOCTH?Te6s1 06513aTeIbHO HYKHO UATH?

¢l 3amaBanack BOMPOCOM, CMOTY JIX sI YYBCTBOBAThH Ce6s1 KOM(MOPTHO B TeYEHME HeMeNIu, HO 2-1 IIPHUHII,
KOTOPHIM, KaK 00BIYHO, THXO MPUIIET TOCMOTPETh Ha Hac, ¥ B3opBan 60MOy.

Korga Apa»KeH IOMBITANICS IOTHSITh HEPEBSIHHBIN MeY, CITyKaHKU roabexkanu, 4ToOkl 0CTaHOBUTh
ero, ¥ Jlajii eMy HOBBIY Medy.

[ 4 npumén.

[Tpu aTux crmoBax ApaxeH mobenHen elre O0bIIe.

KaxeTcs, B mocinegHee BpeMsi OH B IIJIOXOM COCTOAHUNHU, HO A CXKadJla €TI0 PYKY, HallesaCh, YTO €T0
CTpeCC He YCUITIUTCA elle Oorble.

Skkkskkk
(lIpuser.
0...... 30paBCTBYUTE.

ApI[}KeH HAKJIOHMJICA U CJIETKa B3TJIAHYJI Ha MEH{, B 4 TOXKEe KI/IBHYJ'Ia.HOSTOMy d IIocCJIegoBalia 3a
ApI[}KeHOM " TOJIBKO CKJIOHHUJIA I'OJIOBY, HE CKAa3dB HHU CJIOBA.

YBumeB Hac B TAKOM COCTOSTHUHM, BTopo# mpuHI[ I71y00KO B3OOXHYI.
[[MoxeT, HaM II0pa IIepecTaTh TaK 3T0POBATHC?
«Her, 1 He xouy».

B 3TOT MOMEHT B MO€#i T0JI0Be 3a3By4asl rojioc ApAKeHa, U 5 IOAYyMasia, 9YTO OH BEIILIIOHYJI 9TO U30
pTa ¥ B3OOXHYIIL.

4 3Hana, 4YTO 3TO HE Tak, HO HUUYEro He MOTJIa ITofesaTh C TEM, UTO B €ro Ijla3ax I0gBUjIach APOCTE.

[TpucTanbHO TTIAAS Ha ApAXKeHa, s MPOTSAHYJa PyKy, KOTla OH 3aMelIKasCs C OTBETOM Ha CJI0Ba
BTOPOTO TIPUHIIA.

[[He xoTuTe M1 IOJOUTH ClOfla U CECTh?



OH yKa3al Ha CTyJ HallpOTHB Ce0sl.

Msarkoe u gpyxeso0HOe BEIpaxKkeHre nuila ObII0 TaKUM MUJIBIM, YTO KaXKAbIM, KTO OB HU YBU[IEI €T0,
ObL11 OBI B3BOJIHOBAH U paccnaliieH, HO 1 HepBHUYAla U3-3a TOr0, KaKoe BhIpaXKeHNe MOXKeT
CKPBIBATHCS IIOJ MaCKOM.

4 B3sma ApaoKeHa 3a PyKy, IOLOLUIA K CTYJIy XU OCTOPOXKHO CeJa.

I'naoa Ha KUBOIMKMCHYIO KaPTUHY, OTKPLIBIIYIOCS IIEPENO MHOH, 51 B3si/Ia BHUIJIKY, YTOOHI CHECTh
JieXKaBIlIee 1mepemno MHOH IIAPOXKHOE.

I/IMHepaTop HaJIOZKUIJI 3alIpeT Ha CJIagKoe, y1'[OTp66J'IHH €ro He Yallle OOJHOI'0 Pa3a B OE€Hb, IOTOMY 4YTO
T'JlaBa aIMUHUCTPAIIMUA CKa3adJl, YTO MBI HE OOJIZKHBI €CTh CJIMIITKOM MHOT'O CIIaJIOCTEN.

A TellepPhb, KaXKeTCd, IIPUIIIO BpeMd IEePEKYCUTE.

Ecnu s mpomyIy 3TOT MOMEHT, g IIogyMara, YTO cerofHs Oombilie He OyIeT BpeMeHHU NTePEKYCUTD,
II03TOMY $ B3sJ1a TOPT.

qa rmopgyMarlia, 4TO MEHA HUKTO HE OCYOHUT 3a TO, YTO A €ro CheJla, U Ha CaMOM [eJi€ A KYIIUIla TOPT OJId
Apn}KeHa, KOTOpBIfI B IIOCJIegHee BpeMs O4YeHb YYyBCTBUTEJIEH K BHEIITHEMY BO3OYXY.

4 pasnomusa MakKapoH II0II0JIaM, ITOJI0KKIIa OOUH Kyco4eK ApMXKeHY B POT, & OCTallbHOEe Chella.
[3auem?

[(T®! mOOUIITL KPaCHBIE MAKapPOHHI.

(Ecnu oHM HpaBSITCS MHe, TO ¥ Tebe ToxKe.

[(KoHeYyHO, MHE HPABHUTCS, IOTOMY YTO 3TO BKYCHO.

Bompoc 6511 3aialH ApzKeHOM, KOTOPHIH C II0J03PeHHUeM IIOJI0KHUI B POT ITOJIOBUHKY KPAaCHOTO
MaKapoHHA, HO S CIIOKOMHO OTBETHIA.

ApI[}KeH YZ&Ke I103aBTPaKaJl U II0eJI Ma(l)(i)I/IHBI YTPOM, TdK 4YTO €ro JIUMHUT OeCePTOB KOHYHUJIC.

B 4acTHOCTH, II0Ka OpyTHe He 3HaJH, COCTOSHHE APMIKeHa CTPAHHLIM 00pa3oM yXYAIIalIoCh, TO3TOMY
s1 OblyTa 60JIE€ OCTOPOXKHA.

[J9TO BKyCHO.
[2KénTele MaKapOHHI ITPOCTO BOCXATUTEIHHEL.
0Oa, ma, xxénteie. OHU CBeXUe, Claikue U OUeHb BKyCHEIE

C KpacHBIM MaKapoH BO PTy OH OTBETHUJI TaK, CJIOBHO y6erasa OT pealbHOCTHU. ITO ObLIT TMYHBIN
PasroBop, HO IIOCJIe 3TOTO S UCIIyTrajiach, YTO BTOPOM IIPHHIl CHOBA 3aTOBOPUT O TOM, YTOOKI ITONTH
IIOUTPATE.

Ho on mpocTo HaOmioman 3a HaM#, THX0 00pMoYa YTO-TO cebe mofI HOC.

Korma ApmkeHy, II0CJIe TOTO KaK OH II0eJT MaKapoH, CTajI0 HeYeM 3aHSAThCS, CTpaHHas aTMocdepa
3aCTaBWJIa er0 HaCTOPOKHUTECS ellle OOJIbIIe.



B KoHIle KOHII0B, TOTUPAs Mabllkl, S IOAEIUIaCh IIOJIOBUHOM CBOET0 TOPTa C APIXKEHOM.
[IBkycHO?- Pe3K0 cipocui oH, He cCKa3aB 00JIbIlle HU CJIOBa.

Yro6hl He oOpalljaTh BHUMaHUS Ha BTOPOTO IIPHHIIA, Ml 00a OCTAHOBUJIKCH, TOTPY3UBIINUCEH B
moefaHue TOPTa.

3aTeM OH IIPOTSHY PYKY ¥ IPUIONHSII MO TOg60POOOK.

¢ mepeBesa fbIXaHUe, KOTMIa OH PYKOM B IlepyaTKe pa3Ma3asl B30UTEIe CIIMBKU 110 MOUM I'y0aM, Kak
OynTO 3TO HUYEro He 3HAYMIIO.

Korga ApaxeH yBUOeN ero, OH ORICTPO 061113as TyOHhI.
«IIpemaTemnb!»

BTopoii IpuHII BHTIISAEN pa304apoBaHHEIM, TIOBEPHYB I'OJIOBY K APIXKeHy, KakK OynTo coOupacs
BBITEPETh €T0 TAKUM XK€ 00Pa30oM.

(WUTak, TH pemm, Kyga nougem?

Korga 3amna peds 0 TOM, Kyla TIOUTH IIOUTPAaTh, MBIIIITEI MOUX PYK HAIIPATJIUCE.

OrngppiBasich Ha ApKeHa, s BUXKY, YTO V HETO BeCh IeHb OBIJI0 HEIIPOHUIIaeMOE JIUI0, U TOJIBKO 5
MOTJIa 9TO IOHSATh.

«IToyeMy THI IBITAEUILCSA OBITH TAKMM MHUJIBIM C HaMu?»

Korpa s ycnblmana, Kak ApaxKeH HeOXKUAAHHO 3aTOBOPUII, 1 BTallHE TOXKe TaK IogyMaria.
(Urpars..... 3auem?

4 KMBHYyJIa TOJI0OBOU B OTBET Ha CJI0Ba ApAXeHa. 9TO TO, O YeM § CIIpalllXBall ero paHee.

DTBI CKa3aJl HallleMy OTIIy, YTO XO4Y€Illb IIOABINIATh CBEXKUM BOBJIYXOM.DCKaBaJ'I OH, TOMHO 3aKpPHhIBasi
T'1a3a.

C atuMu crroBaMu 51 OBICTPO 3aroBOpHIa C APAKEHOM.
«Korma MBI 9TO cHeanu?»

«THBI Korga-HuOyab Oernan 3To?»

«Huxkorga».

«9TO HEe UMEET CMBICIa»

Bropo¥ npuHI[ IPOBEN yKa3aTeIbHEIM MaJiblieM 110 IeKe ApaKeHa, CJIOBHO YTO-TO Hamen. [Tyxibie
IIEeKHU C YIPYTOCThIO 3aXOOUJIN BBEPX-BHUS.

ApmkeHa 3aCTOHAJI ¥ IMOBUC Ha MHe, u30erasi MOero B3TJsifa, a 1 00XBaTHIa HAaIUTOK 00euMu
PYKaMHu.



[ Onu MsATKHe. ITO OETCKUU KUP?

[V Jitmxu 9TOr0 HET, HO OH BCe elre PeOEHOK.

OH mapy pas noriagun ApaKeHa I10 IeKe YKa3aTeNlbHBIM IajblleM, TaK 4TOOB He OBIsI0 G0JIBHO.
JA BoT Korfia MHe OBIJIO TISATH JIET,......S TOIIEN Ha BOMHY CO CBOMM OTIIOM.

¢ mouyBCTBOBAsa, YTO ¥ MEHS IIePEXBATUIIO TOPJIO, TIO3TOMY B3sijla COJIOMUHKY U Celaja ITI0TOK.

Ho ceityac 3T0O HEBO3MOXKHO, [IOTOMY YTO BHI €II1e OeTH.

BTopoy nIpuHI OTKUHYJICS Ha CIUHKY CTYyJIa U PACCMESTICS.
(ns ManmeHbKUX JeTel 3TO yKe CIIUIIKOM.

OHY 0CTaBUIM HAC B TAKOM COCTOSIHUM, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO OBIJIO CIUIIKOM? BMeCTO TOro, 4TOOH B3SITh
yKpalleHHYIO0 II0KO0JIafiHYI0 [IOMIEJIKY, JIeKaBIIyI0 PSOOM C TOPTOM, S YOUBIEHHO MOPTHYJIA.

«THI He TaKOH, KaK MBI»
Eé rmaza onmyCcTUKCE.
«TBI BUIUIID TOIBKO XOPOIIIEE....... »

OH oTpe3aa KyCOK IIIOKOJIAJHOTO TOPTA, JIeXKal¥ii Tepeqo MHOH, ¥ MOIIeNnIa er0 BUIKOH. ApoKeH
TOBOPHJI CO MHOW TaK, CJIOBHO 3TO OBIIIO OaHaIbHO.

«Bce, 4TO MBI BUOUM, - 3TO IIpaMkbI, OCTABIINECA HA HAIIKUX TEJIaX»
qa IIapy pa3 yTellalla €ro T'PYCTHBIMU CJIOBAMH, YTOOHI OH YCIIOKOHIJICS.

CocTosuue ApaxeHa OBIJIO HEMHOTO OMTACHBIM. [laxke y y4uTesnel, KOTopble IPUIIIA CEeronHs, OO
TaKOe IIJI0X0€ HAaCTPOEHHUE, YTO OH OBbIJT IIOJIOH PELIMMOCTH KaK-HUOYOb YKYCUTD HUX.

BTopoi mpuHI] TOTHEC BUIKY KO PTY ApfXKeHa, a 1 CXBaTuja ero 3a ofieXk Ay, IOTOMY 4YTO y HEro
ObLy OOJIBIIIE HETTPUSTHOCTH.

«41 mHOTO MOTUT Pypaxens mepectaTh OKMTh, Korga OBl cOBCEM MaeHbKUM. Y chikbimian ot Pypaxenb
MHOT'0 IPOKJIATUN. »

M=I Ob1TH KaK xonsuasi 6omOa 3aMeIIeHHOTO OeiCcTBUS. MBI KUK TaM U BEIPOCIU. Kak MBI MOKeEM
He COUTH C yMa?

[Brl ManieHbKHE JETH, KOTOPHIM MBI JIOJIZKHEI JaPUTh TOJIBKO XOpOIlue Belu. BepHo?

OpHako, ecnii BO3HMKAJa IpobjieMa, s MHOTIA He MOTJIa CIepKaTh CBOM THEB, U APMIXKEH CIIEIINI
BEIPA3UTh CBOU YYBCTBA.

«HeBaxkH0, HaCKOJILKO 3TO XOPOIIIO......A OyIEeT JI1 3TO XOPOILIO [T Hac?»



B HNMIIEPATOPCKOM ABOPIIEe HET TaKou CUTyallu¥, KOTOpPAas MOTJIa OBl HaC CIIPOBOIIMPOBATH, TAK 4YTO
BC€ Ka34dJIOCh IIPEKPACHEIM, HO.......

B Kakoii-To MOMEHT MHI He MOTJIM BHIPaXkKaTh CBOM SMOIIMY U JKUJIKM TaK, HO BpeMs OT BpeMeHu o0ua
TIPOPHIBANIaCh HAPYXKY.

Pyku AproxeHa cXXUMaJUCh BCe Kpemye.

A Hu Pa3y 3a IsATh JIET HE BEIXOOUJIA U3 KIIETKH. qa IIPOCTO TakK XKHJIla, HEe UMESA HU y,[[06H01"O Y66}KI/IH_Ia
OJIsd TOTO, 9TO 4 XO04y OeJjlaTh, HU TOr'0, 4YTO 4 X049y €CTh, HU MeCTa OJIsd OTOBIXA..

Temeps THI TOBOPHII, YTO XOUEIITh CIeaTh YTO-TO XOPollee, C IPETeHIIMO3HEIM BUIOM.
(WTaK, s XoTes IMoKa3aTh BaM YTO-TO XOPOIIIee.

Il1s HAC 5TO HUYEro He 3HAYUIIO.
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