Hacraso BpeMs epepriBa 10Cjie YCEPOHOH yUEO0HL.

Hac Owi1o Tpoe - 51, ApaKeH u eHOT. briarogaps pa3pelneHnio IepBoro MpuHIla He MyCcKaTh CITy2KaHOoK
B BOJIbED, OH CTAaJl [Jjis HAaC CBOEr0 Pofa IPUCTAHUILEM.

4 nermna Ha CIIMHY, 1 €HOT TyT XK€ HOJI6e}KaJI U IIOJIO2KUJI JIQIIKU MHE€ Ha KUBOT.
«A-xa-xa-xa! IllekoTHO!»

OH BEn cebst OUKO CO BCeMM, KpOMe Hac.

C namu oH Obl1 OpyXKentoOHee GONBIIMHCTBA COOAK.

Wurmaa mMorna ObI KPUKHYTH MHE M3-3a IIPEIeIOB BOJIbePa, UTOOH 5T He JIOKHUIACh Ha 3eMJTI0, HO OHA
MOJT4aja, O3TOMY s MOTJIa CIIOKOMHO MTPOMOJIKATE UT'PATh C EHOTOM.

«Jlamy.»

«ApraXKeH, eHOTH TaK He MOTYT.»
«Hy... ma, u npasga.»

«IIpaBma, eHOTUK?»

d1 moirenoBasa ero B JI00OUK.

OOBIYHO OH BEN ce0s1, Kak momobaeT 3Bepio, BEIPOCIIEMY B IUKOM IIPUPOJEe, HO KOTHa MIPUXONUIINA MHI,
OH CTAQHOBHJICS OOMAIIHHUM.

«41 HpaBmIOCh eMy O0Jbllle, YeM Thl, ApIAKEH.»
«A MHe TaK He KaXeTcs, ApueH.»

CTost Ha MHE, eHOT TIOAHI 06e MepeHue JIAKY U C CUJIOH yIapul UMU B TafoHb Ap/ZKeHa, CJIOBHO
naBasi mATh.

[Tourpas eIré KakKoe-To BpeMs C €HOTOM, 5 MIOMHSIaCh Ha HOTH, OTPSIXHYJIA C ce0s TpaBy U IOBEPHYIIa
T'OJIOBY, UTOOHI TOCMOTPETDH BPEMSI.

«MmepaTop 30BET Bac.»

Ckazasna MmwuHa, 6yaTO MOXKKUOANIACh 3TOTO.

B 3ameIaTenbCTBe ST HE MOTJIa HUYET0 BO3PA3UTh, U JIUIITL HEJIOBKO KMBHYIA:

«...Ja, MBI HOEM...»

[Toyemy Bcerfia Tak BHe3amHO?

B MOMeHT, Korfia 1 Urpajach C jlallkaMyu €HOTa, CJiIoBa MIMHEL 3aCTaBUIM MOU IIJIEYN COOPOTHYTHCS.
9T0 MOXKHO OBIJIO CPABHUTH C TOJIOCOM MaMbI, TOBOPSIILEH, YTO ITOpa IIUTh JIeKapCTRa.

«...EHOTHK, MBI €IlI€ IPUIEM. »



AprxeH KOCHYJICSI MOETO IIjieva, [ToKa s TPemasia XBOCTUK eHoTa. Emé pas mompoIaBuuck ¢ HUM, s
TIOJHSJIaCh C KOPTOUEK, OUPAsiCh Ha PyKy ApaxeHa. MInHa OTKphIJIa KaJUTKY BOJIbEPA U IIOBea
Hac.

OHa He B3si7Ta MEHS Ha PYKH, Tak 4TO S [MOAyMaJsa, YTO UATH IPUOETCS HeJanekKo.
Ho s emmié He mpeqcTaBisiia HaCKOBKO.
«UK!»

3a CTOJIMKOM OKOJIO BXOfla B BOJIbep KTO-TO cupell. Korga MHe yanock pacCMOTPETh €ro
BEJIUKOJIEMTHYI0 BHELTHOCTD, OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH S UKHYIIA.

AprKeH, TOX0XKe, TOXKe OB YOWBIIEH, IOCKOIBKY B TOT MOMEHT OH ITPUKPHLT POT CBOGOIHOM
JIafOHbI0, KOTOPOY He JepKall MeHs 3a PYKY.

HMnepaTop cupesn ¥ CMOTPeN Ha Hac CJI0OBHO CBBICOKA. f MKHyJa BTOPOU pa3, IIocje 4ero ApaxeH
CUJIBHO CZKaJl MO0 PYKY.

«Batre BeicouecTBO, IIPUBETCTBHUE.»

CnoBa MmuHH 5 yCiBIIIana KpaeM yxa, ¥ TOJIbKO Korga ApazKeH 1103Bajl MeHS TeJlellaThel, s
CIIOXBATHUIACh ¥ CKJIOHUJIA T'OJIOBY.

Bepree, HeyKIII0Ke COTHYJACh.

«TEl IBITAEIIbCS 3aCTABUTh UX [Ie/laTh TO, Yero He [ieflaeT HU OJWH U3 APYIUX IPUHLIEB?»
«...Bamre BenuuecTBo 00513aHEI IPUBETCTBOBAThL BCE HE3ABUCUMO OT CTaTyca, I1ojla ¥ Bo3pacTa...»
«AmuHa.»

[Tepebun eé ummepaTop. [OpHUYHAS, CITYKHUBIIAS BO OBOPILIE YKe MOJTHe TOIbl, BHTIIsSAena
CIIOKOMHOH HJazke CJIBIIIA TaKOU XOJIOOHBIN I'0JIOC.

MEI 3aCTBIIH B TIOJIYCOTHYTOM TIOJIOKEHUH, TISIASI Ha KaMeHHOe JINI0 UMIIepaTopa.
«YTo 51 TeOe rOBOPUIT?»
«ThI K€ 3HaElllb, YTO S He IMMOBTOPSI0 OBAXK/IHL. »

Ouryuienue, 6yATO MBI IIIA 110 TOHKOMY TIbAY. Sl HE oCMeIuBaach faXKe MBICJIEHHO CKa3aTh YTO-1u60
AppxkeHy, ¥ IIPOCTO CTOSIIa, 3aTauB [IbIXaHNWe ¥ HAaBOCTPHUB CITyX.

BaxkHeHIui IPUHITUI BEIKUBAHUS - 9TO CIIOCOOHOCTD IMPUCIIOCA0IUBATHCS K HEOKUTaHHBIM
YCIIOBHSIM.

«...BrI ckazanu cnyxuth Eé u Ero BeicouecTBy. HapaBHe ¢ gpyruMu nIprUHIIAMH...»
OH npaBma Tak cKasamn??...

4 u He mogo3peBasa 3TOro.



VimnepaTop nepedun Uuuny:
«3abaBHO.»

«HW moyeMy 51 Tenepb BUXKY, YTO MOU AT 00palllaloTCsS Ha BHI K IPOCTOM CITyKaHKe?»
Skkkskokkskskkkskokkkok
Y VmuHb HeNPUATHOCTU?

Mzl ¢ AppzkeHoM 6e3MOJIBHO CTOSIITH, POKa OT CTpaxa. Hac okpyzKala HeBeoMasi aypa, ¥ XOTsI OHa
Oblyla HaIIpaBjeHa He Ha Hac, MBI He MOTJIM He YyBCTBOBATh yKaca.

Hamm ¢ uMepaTopoM B3TISIABR BCTPETUINUCH. [T Ha HAC, OH TUXO IIPOU3HEC:
«JleTu Takue IpoOIEMHEIE...»
U mpu 3TUX CI0Bax OKpyXkaBIlas Hac aypa 6yaTo ucyesna.

OH OBEepHYJ TOJIOBY ¥ IOCMOTPes1 MimnnHe B rna3a. I1o ogHOMY ero B3rIsny OBUIO0 HEBO3MOXKHO
OTIpefeIuTh, YTO celyac MPou30uAET. Mbl ¢ ApAKeHOM JIUIIEL CTOSITIA ¥ MOPTaiy TJla3aMu.

«Tcc.»

B 3TOT MOMEHT $1 yCIbIlIana, Kak KTO-TO ObICTPO MOMOIIEN K HaM c3afu. { HeIpou3BOJIbLHO
o0epHyIach, HO Ubsi-TO O0MbINAs JTafloHb 3aKphijia MHE 00a ria3a. OT He0XKUIaHHOCTH S B3[POTHYIa
U TYT K€ MMOYYBCTBOBAJa, KaK KaKasi-TO HeM3BECTHAs CUJIa CIIOBHO CKOBajla MOE TeJlo.

«JlaBaliTe He OymeM MelIaTh UMIIEPATOPY?»

Paspmarncsa B Mmoux yiax HpHHTHbeI My}KCKOfI rojoc, KOTOprfI OTHaBaJICA B CaMBIX TOHKHUX YaCTAX
YeJI0Be4YeCKOro Teja.

¢ TUXOHBKO KHBHYJIA, ¥ NafoHb yOpasack, 0CBOOOOUB MOU B30p, a CHUJia uc4ye3sna. f moBepHyack U
yBH[IeNa JIUI0 YelIoBeKa, CTOSIBIIETO 1103aA/d MeHS.

Korga Mbl yCTaHOBUIM 3PUTENbHEIA KOHTAKT, OH YIBIOHYIJICS U IIPOU3HEC:
«IIpuBet.»

970 GBI MYyZK4YHMHa C KPDACHBIMHK BOJIOCAMM ¥ TOYHO TaKMMHU K€, KaK y HaC C ApI[}KeHOM, KpPaCHBIMHA
T'Jla3aMu.

«...KTO BRI?»
HakoHnen BEIMOJIBUIT ApIKeH.

«A Kax BB fymaeTe? KTo 1?»



IaTtb KaKO#-1100 Bpa3YMI/ITeHBHBIfl OTBET Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC MBI HE MOT'JIA. HOJIYM&B, 9TO0 C
HE3HAKOMEIM Y€JIOBEKOM HYZXKHO OBITD HaCTOpPOXKe, A IIOIIBITAJIaCh COEJIATh APy IIarOB Ha3ad, HO OH
OCTaHOBHUIJI ME€Hs, IIOJIOZKKUB PYKY MHE Ha IIJI€40:

«VIMnepaTop 1mo30BET Tebs, €CU T OTOUHELTD. »

‘OH 30BET ero umnepaTopoM? He ero BemudecTBoM??’

‘Ho Bemp uMmnepatop ¢ MimuHou no3aau Hac!’

4 nonsiTanack 00epPHYTHCS, HO TOJI0OBA He TIOBOpauKUBaiach.
«Emé e Bce.»

[Toxoze, 3TO U3-3a Maruu, HO S He MOTJIa CABUHYTHCS C MecTa. [IoKa 5 [iefiana MOILITKY ITOBEPHYTh
roJIOBY, ApKeH, KOTOPBIM, BUIUMO, OCTAJICS CBOOOTHBIM, CIIPOCHIT:

«KTO BHI?»
OH cKa3aJ TO Xe caMoe, HO yKe He HEBHITHO U PaCTePSHHO.

Ha aToT pa3 MyXk4YKWHa TOMHO YJILIOHYJICSI ¥ HAaKJIOHUT T'0JI0BY. ET0 Tta3a Cy3uWIuCh, U, TTISAS Ha Hac,
OH JTAaCKOBO IIPOH3HEC:

«JI:KerCcoH.»
BoT TonbKO MBI cipamivBany He 00 UMEHH.

My}K‘-II/IHa Me[JIeHHO MOOHAICSA. Buas, 4TO MBI HEePBHUYAEM, OH BRITAHYJI DYKKU HAQ HalllUMHU
T'OJIOBaMH.

OOBIYHO B TOOOHOM CUTYyaIlMH g IIyraioCch, HO B TOT MOMEHT MHe II0YeMYy-TO He X0TeJIoCh u3beraTthb
3TOU PYKH.

«4] Tak 1o BaM CKyy4as.»
Ha 3Tux cnoBax BCE 3aKOHYHIIOCh.

CnycTsi MTHOBEHME MyXK4uHa OeccleqHo ucue3. f pacTepssHHO OTJIsiesiach, a 3aTeM II0UyBCTBOBaJa
Yyeu-To B3TJISA Ha 3aTHIJIKe.

910 OB UMIIEPATOP, KOTOPHEIY B 9TO BPEMS BCTas ¥ IOAOIIEN K HaM C3adH.
«Tak OBICTPO.»
«...JJ-ga?..»

On TOBOPHUT O YEJIOBEKE, KOTOprfI TOJIBKO 4YTO McYe3? YBUIEB 6J'IeI[H0€‘ nuno HIuHE, g I0HANa, YTO
Y UMIIepaTopa ceryac He O49eHb Xopo1iee HaCTpOeHHue.

On Hamopinui 100. Ha ero kpacuBoM juile OBLIM MOPIIHHEL.

BrIs10 TPYOHO ITOBEPUTE, YTO Y 9TOTO YeJIOBEeKa, BHITIAAAIIEr0 POBECHUKOM II€PBOr0 IPUHIIA, YXKe
IATEPO feTel. BripoueM, ero crapIiuil ChIH poguics, Korma emy 6su10 18. K TOMy ke, yYUTHBas



“MaHudecTayn”, TPUCYIIYI0 UMIEPATOPCKUM 0c00aM, He GBII0 OBl CTPAHHO, €CJIM 3TO IPOU3OIIIO
paHbIIE.

MEI 06a CTOSITIH, TTISIMS B 3€MJII0, B OECIIOMOIIHOCTH OXKHKIast ero NeicTBui. S mpomomKkana
YyBCTBOBATh, KaK OH CBEPJIUT B3TJIIOOM MO 3aTEHIIOK.

I/IMHepaTop IIPOAOJIZKaJl MOJIYa CMOTPETh Ha HacC. Moé cepaonae CZKHUMaJIOCh OT CTpaxa.

«...Bame Benuuectso, 1oHEIM Ero BricouecTBy nmpuHily u E€ BricouecTBy nprHIIecce HaBepHSKa
TSI2KEJI0 BEIOePKUBaATh TaKyl0 aTMoCchepy.»

Ckazaia MmuHa 0TKYHa-TO CO CTOPOHHI APOKAIIMM I'0JIOCOM. B TOT MOMEHT 51 T03aBH0BAJIa €€
cMenocTH. §1 B3rNsgHyNIa Ha MIKWHY, CTOSBINYIO II03aiX UMIIEPATOpPa, HO OH 3aMETHII 3TO, U S,
TIPUKPHIB POT 00eMMM PYKaMu, CKIIOHHIIA TOJIOBY.

['ycTo#t BO3MyX, KOTOPHIH ST YyBCTBOBAJIA U PaHbIIE, 3aCTABUII MEHST COMPOTHYThCS. [IHIIIATh
CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE TPY[OHEE U TPYLHEe, ¥ BOPYT HEUTO, OXBATHIBABIIEE MOE TEJI0, KCUEe3JIO.

LAY

‘Tel B mopsagke?’

‘B nopsapnke. A TeI?’

‘4 Toxe B mopsanke.’

HiMnepaTop OmyCTHUII CBOX B3TJIAL.
«4 oTIpaBIO Bac K JUIXKHU.»

OH oTBepHYJICS, KaK OygTo He MOT Hac O0JIbIlle BUIETh, OTIIYCTUB IIePel 9TUM HEIOHSITHOE CJIOBO.
Heckonpko 4esioBek MocjieqoBajy 3a HUM, a MIrHa IIoollia K HaM.

[Toka s Habmomana 3a TeM, Kak 60raTo OfETHIN BEICOKUY OJTIOHIUH HETOPOILIMBO YOAJSIICS,
BO3TJIABJISIS IPOLIECCHUI0, MIMHA OMyCTHIACh Ha KOJIeHU U MPOU3HecIa:

«Barre BricouecTBO, BaM IPUAETCS OBITH 0Y€Hb OCTOPOKHBIMU. »
«U3BuHUTE?..»

«IToxkanyicTa, BO3NEPKUTECEH OT (OPMaJIbHOM PEYX B MOM agpec B COOTBETCTBUU CO CJI0BOM Ero
BenmuecTtBa.»

¢ He MOTJIa BO3Pa3UTh PEUIUTEILHOMY B3rsaay UIKWHE, T03TOMY KUBHYJA, U MInHa, B3SIB HaC C
AprxeHOM Ha PYKH, IIPOOIXKUIa TOBOpUTh. OOHAKO B UTOTE S IIepecTasia e€ CaylaTh, 1 BMECTO
aToro obcyxpana ¢ ApaKeHOM KPaCHOBOJIOCOTO MYKUYKUHY, KOTOPOT'O MBI BCTPETHUIIH.

«...Ero BennuecTBO cKa3aj, 4TO OTIIPABUT Bac ABOUX K Ero BricouecTBy TpeTeeMy IPUHIY.»
Ycawimas 910, S BEepHYJIack B PeajibHOCTb.
«IIpoctuTte, BBl CKa3anu «TpeTUU MIPUHII» ?»

«[IepecTaHbTe TOBOPUTDL CO MHOM B BEKJINBOM TOHE. YeJIOBEK 10 UMEHU JU[KM, KOTOPOTO YIIOMSHYII



Ero BennuecTBo, 3T0 Ero BricouecTBo TpeTut npunil, dumxu Honbest FOpuana.»

9 crBlIiasia MOJIHOe WMS TPEThEro MPHHIA, HO B MOMEHT, KOTja HUMIIEPATOpP Ha3Baj ero, MO MBICIIH
OBLTM 3aHSTH TEM 3araJJOYHbIM KPAaCHOBOJIOCHIM Y€JIOBEKOM, U 5 Obl/Ia YTOMIIEHA TSAXKEI0H
aTMoc(hepoii TOTo Pa3roBopa, MO3TOMy He oOpaTuia Ha 3TO BHUMAaHHUeE.

‘MBI BCTPETUMCS C TPETHUM IIPUHLIEM?’

‘E1mé oguH 4enoBek??’

MBI IPOCTO XOTENIM IIOUTPATh C €HOTOM, HO Ha Hac OOPYIIMIICS ITOTOK HEIOHSITHBIX COOBITHM.

B cBoeii TO10BE S MEITAIaCh BEICTPOUTH B PSIIT BCE 9TH BEIllM, BEIXOMASINKE 3a PAaMKHU 3[IpaBOT0 CMBICTIA.

«B oTnuune oT cTapmmx 6paTheB, TPETHUM IIPUHI] IOBOJILHO KEeCTOK. BaM He clefyeT MpOTUBUTHCS
WY TIEPEYUTh EMY.»

...Jla BBl yTUTE?

Y10 3a 4eyoBeK 3TOT TPETUU IIPUHIT?

E€ coB OBIJIO TOCTATOYHO, YTOOR! BCENIUTh B HAC CTPaX.

«OH MUJIOCTHUB K CBOUM JIIOOSAM, HO OeCIoIaieH KO BCeM, KOT0 CUMTaeT BParoM.»
[Tpomomxkuna UivHa onucaHue TPETLETo IPUHIIA.

IOI11710 10 TOT0, YTO €CJIM MBI IIPOTOBOPUMCST KOMY-HUOYIHL 00 3TUX CJIOBaX, €€ KU3Hb OKAKETCS B
OTIACHOCTH.

U HecMoTp4 Ha 310, MimnHa npogoikKaia TOBOPUTE, BEPS B TO, YTO MBI TaK HE MOCTYIIUM.
[Toka 51 crymiana eé 06bsiICHeHUE, B MOEl T'0JI0Be CHOBA BCIIJIBII 00pa3 UMIIepaTopa.
HawM yxe mocTaTo4yHO BOCIIOMUHAHUU O HECYaCT/IMBHIX JHAX B 3aMKe [leposinHa.

KoHeuHO, TPYAHO CKa3aTh, YTO CeHYac MBI CYACT/IMBEI, Be[b 30eCh HAC JIUIIAIOT CBOOOIL, OMHAKO
3TOTr'0 HEJOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI CKa3aTh, YTO MBI CTPAaeM.

[TpeucnoHEHHbIH HaleXK/Ibl, YTO 9Ta KOMGOPTHas XKU3Hb He OyIeT ucrnopueHa BHEe3aITHEIM
TIOSIBJIEHUEM B Hell TPeThero NPUHIA, APMIZKEeH TUXO B35JI MEHS 3@ PYKY.
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