[To cnuHe mpobexkas X0I00K. Pa3yM Kak Oy[ATO 3aTyMaHU/IO KAKOK-TO TAaUHCTBEHHOM 3Hepruei. A
IIOCTIEITHO OfEPHYTa ApaKeHa:

‘ApoxeH, Apoxen!’
‘YTO THI TAKOE TOBOPHUIIB!’

PaccTraTbcsi ¢ JKM3HBIO BCETO JIUILb M3-3a CJIOB, CKA3aHHBIX B IIOPBEIBE YYBCTB, HE OBLIO OJIS HAC
JIy4IIIUM BapuaHTOM. M3 Hac gBoux Obljla IIEPBOM, KTO OUHYJICS II0CJIe TOTO, UTO TPOU3HEC ApPAXKEH.

ITocne cKa3aHHOTO MHOIO OH OCTyOHuII CBOIO I'OJIOBY.

OH mopHAI r/1a3a Ha IIePBOTO IIPKUHIIA, OTKPLII POT XU U30dJI HECKOJILKO HEBHATHRIX 3BYKOB. 3aTeM ero
JIAIIO PE3KO HO6HGHH€HO OT OCO3HAHUS TOT'0, B KAKOU CUTyallU" MBI OKa3aJIUCh.

JIuio IpHUHIIA BHITISIAENO HanpsaKEHHEIM. OH CXKaJl B KyJlaky CBOU PYKH, OIYIIEHHBIE II0 IIBaM.
Kak Tonbko AppizkeH NPUIIET B UYYBCTBO, OH CXBaTUJI MEHS 3a PYKY U mobexa.
‘Tlouemy Ml yOeraem?’

Kak Hu 0Oeru, mepBblii IPUHI] BCE PaBHO He IIPUMET Halll TOCTYIOK 3a JeTCKUM PO3BITPHIII, 0 KOTOPOM
MO2KHO TOJIBKO 3a0bITh. [la ¥ Kyfa OBl MBI HU 1TOOeXau. ..

«CnumkoM OBICTPO...»
«Xa... xa...»
MEI BCE elllé Ha TEPPUTOPUY UMIIEPATOPCKOTO ABOPIIA.

[Tocne monroro 6era Mbl BHE3AIIHO OKA3a/IMCh IIPpsAMO Imepen BXOOg0M. ApI[}KeH CeJl Ha II0JI 1
CXBATHUJICA 3a I'OJIOBY.

«§ obnmaxancs...»
«...0Obmaxamncs.»
«He cMor coepKaThCs U CKa3ajl TaKoe Iepe KPOHIPHHIIEM. »

AprkeH CMaxXHYJI IIOT ¥ BLITED JTagoHu 00 1oJj. {1 maBHO Tak He Oeraa, IO3TOMY HMKAK He MOTTIa
OTHBIIIATHCS.

K cuacTsio, IpUHI] HE IIPeCIiefioBall Hac, ¥ BOKPYT He ObLJIO HU AYIIH.

4 nemnana riny6okue BOOXU U BRIIOXY, HO IIPOJOJIZKAJIa 3a/ibIXaThCs; OBIIO OIlylleHue, OYATO B JIETKHE
He MTOCTYIaeT JOCTAaTOYHO KUCIOPOa.

Bbrino TPYAHO YTO-TH00 IIPOM3HECTH C TaKHUM IObIXaHHWEM, HO B KaKO#-TO MOMEHT MHE 3TO yoaocChb:



«TH HE cHaemnam HUYero ma0Xxoro.»

OH cKa3aJjl To, Yero He MOIJIa CKa3aTh .

Mer xanenu 06 3TOM, HO Ha [yIIe CTaso Jierye.

«MEHI He cHenany HUYero miIoxXoro.»

PelnmuTeIbHO TIOBTOPUIIA ST CBOM CJIOBA. I'Ta3a ApmKeHa pacciaabuiuch, ¥ OH KMBHYIL.

kekekkokskkokskkokskkok

MEI BepHYIMCH B CBOI0O KOMHATY TIOTHBIE, BCE B TPSI3U U TPaBe, U TYT XKe IOMauCh Ha ria3a WUmmHe.
Ipyrue ropHUYHBEIE OTCTYIIUIY, IIOHUMAs, YTO cedyac oHa CHOBa Oy[ieT Ha Hac BOpYaTh.

WmwuHa, KOTOpas TUYHO ObIJIa HIHEH Y TPeThero MpHHIla, HUKOIIa C HaMK He IepeMOHMIIack. B
OTJINYME OT TeX, KTO Ha cyoBax OblT «Barre BricouecTBo, Barie BricouecTBo», a mpo cebsi IpoKIuHaIl
HAac, He3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHEIX eTel, oHa Bcerma Oblla OeCIpHUCTPACcTHA U JIMIIL TBEPHOUIA, YTO MBI
MOJIXKHEI BeCTH ce0s momobaroie CTaTycy UMIEPATOPCKUX NEeTEH.

«Kyma BBl yXOOUIU?»

Copocuna MmmHa KakK BCerfa BeXKJIMBO, HO CTPOro. MHIIIIIH €€ TuIla ObIJIM KaK-TO CTPAHHO
HaIPS2KEeHHl ¥ TIOYTHU He [IBUTAJIKCE.

«4 BOMHOBaNAach OT TOTO, YTO BHl TaK BHE3AITHO UCYE3ITH.»

«3JT0 yXKe BTOpou pas. [To3xe 51 coobmry 06 aToMm Ero BenuuectBy. Ecniv y Bac ecTh, 4TO CKpPBIBATh OT
Hac, oXkKajyncTa, CKaxure 00 3TOM.»

WuriHa HaKJIOHUTIACh, COTHYB HOTH, ¥ ITIOCMOTpEJIa B T7la3a HaM, IIepelaykKaHHbIM B Tpsi3u. OT 3TOr0 y
MeHsI IEPHYIKCH IEKK, KOTOPhIe CTaJH Iyxjee Oaromaps IUTAHKUIO BO OBOPIIE.

«Pacckaxure, 4TO BHI CKPEIBA€TE.»

CBouMH rja3aMy OHa CJIOBHO BEITSITMBaJa U3 HAc 0TBeT. [lenana Obl OHa TaKoe C OPYTUMHU
IPUHIIAMHU? YBEpEHa, YTO HET.

«MBI HUYEero He CKpEIBaeM. »
«HaM Heuero CKphIBaTh.»

Mo€ cepqiie BCE eIll€ He BOCCTAHOBUIIO CIIOKOMHBIN PUTM IIOCJIE BCTPEYU C KPOHIIPUHIIEM, U OT
yOexnenui UIMMHEL y MEHS IlepeXBaThIBAJIO IbIXaHUeE.

«MBI CMOTpeJIM Ha TO, KaK BH CIUTe B KpOBaTH. Bce cMOTpenu Ha Bac IBOUX.»
Cxkazana MmwuHa, OyATO MpU3biBast HaC He YXOOUTh OT OTBETA.

«Ho 3aTeM BB BHE3AIIHO MCYE3JIN.»



HerT, 3T0 BBl MCY€3TTH. APAXKEH B3TPOTHYJ ¥ HAKJIOHUII T'0JI0BY. C €T0 TOJIOBH yIIasl TUCTHUK.

WmmHa cMOTpesia Ha Hac, HO MBI He oTBedasny. HakoHell OHA B3[IOXHYJIa, TOTHSJIACh ¥ XKECTOM
TI0J03BaJia IPYrUX TOPHUYHEIX.

<<CKOpO HpI/II[éT MagaM Munxu. Bam HYXKHO IIOATOTOBUTLCA K 3aHATUAM, U MBI IOMOZXKEM BdM C
9THUM.»

«..yxe?»
«CnumkoM OBICTPO...»

Emé maxke 4aca He IIPOIIIO C TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK B30IIIO conHIle. COBCEM HEOABHO MBI BIILIXAJIH
3armax paccBera.

Cymacmenmuii rpaduk, KOTOPEIM HaM COCTaBUIIM, JOXOOUII 10 TOTO, UTO HaM ObIJI0 HELOCTATOYHO
OTBEIEHHOT'0 BDEMEHH CHa.

«EIm1é CIuImKoM paHo.»

B MoMeHT, Korga MEI IBOE OCTOPOZKHO IIBEITAJINCh YTOBOPUTE OTIIOZKUTE YPOK, BHHHaHHpOBaHHbIﬁ
PaHEbIIe OGbI‘-IHO]"O, MEI YCJIBIIIAIX T'0JIO0C, KOTOprfI HaM COBCEM He€ XOTEJIOCE CJIIBIIIATE.

9TO 3aCTaBUIIO MEHST BCIIOMHUTH O CUTYallMH, TPOU3OUIEIIeH C TePBLIM IPUHIIEM, 0 KOTOPOH 5
3a0rbl1a u3-3a UInMHEL.

Brnpouyem roBopuTh, 4TO S He IOMHHUIIA O Hel, ObIJI0 OBl HeIIPaBUIbLHO. MHE IIPOCTO XOTEJIOCH He
IIOMHUTE O HEH.

I[To criuHe mpobeskan X0I0/I0K.
«MmuHa. Tebe He KaxKeTCs, YTO eIré CIUIIKOM PaHO?»
«IIpusetcTBy10 Bac, Barie BricouecTBO KDOHIIPUHLL. »

Ona oTHecJach K HEMY MHaue, YeM K HaM. MInHa MOKJIOHUIaCk, COeNlaB MITKOe JIUL0. BhI BUmeH e€
MHOT'OJIETHUM OIIHIT.

[TpuHI HETPUHYXKAEHHO MIPUHSI IPUBETCTBUE U TIOCMOTPET Ha HAac ABOUX CBEPXY BHUS3.
MEI COIPOTHYMUCH OT €T0 B3TJIsAAa, Bedb TOJIHKO HeTaBHO MHI OT HETO yOerau.

‘OH mpuién 3a HamMmu?’

‘EcTeCcTBEHHO.’

Hy na. EcTecTBeHHO.

[TepBbIl TPUHI] TPOTSIHYI KO MHE PYKY. MBI OCKOPOUIH He KOTo-HUOyab TaM, a OymyIiero
uMIiepaTopa... {1 3aXkKMypuachk, 0CoO3HaBas, YTO [axKe HEeyAUBUTEIbHO, €CJIK MEHS pa30K ymapsT B
NAaHHOU CUTyalluH.

AppxkeH TogyMasn 0 TOM Xke, ¥ CKa3ajl MHe, 4ToOH 51 Geperiacs.



OpHako HaCUIHUS, KOTOPOTr'0 MBI OZKHOAJIK, HE ITI0CTIeO0Ballo. BMmecTo Hero g IMIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, KakK
OosbIast TaloHb JIeriaa Ha MO T'OJIOBY.

B3mporuys oT youBieHus, s pedIeKTOPHO OTKPHIIA TJla3a U yBUAea Iepen co00 om0 MaHTHH
IIepBOro MPHHIIA. MHEe He XBATHU/IO CMEJIOCTH MTOMHSTh I'la3a BHIIIE.

‘OH HaMeKaeT, YTO MBI JIMIIIUMCS T'0JIOB, Ha?’
‘...He mmoxoxe.’
M&I OBl TaK U JyMaJiiu, ecqid OBl KDOHIIPKHIL He Hayall TJIafiiTh Halllk BOJIOCH.

B MOMeHT, Korfia )KM3HH, Ka3ajI0Ch, yIpoKaa OMaCHOCTb, MBI OIIYTHUIIH... TaCKOBOE IIPUKOCHOBEHUE
K HAIlIUM TOJIOBAM.

«IIpuHecH MHe UX CIIMCOK.»
«0O kKakoM cnucke Brl roBopure?»
«fl uMero B BUMly pacnucaHue 3aHATUN C YYUTEJIAMU.»

Cka3zaJl mpuHIl, He yOupas PYK C HAIIUX T'0JI0B. [OpHUYHEIE OBUTH TaK 2Ke HaAIPSKEeHBI, KaK U MHL.
OpHa u3 HUX [OoCTala TUCTOK OyMaru u3 MalKu U OCTOPOXKHO ITPOTSHYJIa ero MpuHIy.

OH yOpas OT Hac PyKH ¥ B3SIJT IUCTOK.

«Tebe moBepUIIU BCE BOTIPOCH, CBSI3aHHBIE C UX 00YYEHUEM, HO...»
«TpI BOOOIIIE B 3IPABOM yMe?»

[Tocye 3TUX CII0B MBI ITEPECTAIM CIIHIIIATE, YTO TOBOPUT KPOHITPHHII.

Korpga aT0 mpou3011110, 1 KOCHYJIaCh PyKaMH T'OJIOBEI B TOM MECTe, T'fie 10 3TOTO JiexKala pykKa
TIePBOT0 MIPHHIIA, ¥ IBaXKIHI OTJISHYJIACh II0 CTOPOHAM.

‘Yero?’

‘Toxke HUYETO He CIBILINLIL?’

‘Toxke HUYETO HE CHBILY.’

‘Hy ma, m0osTOMY ¥ CIIpalliiBaelib.’

‘Ara.’

4 mo3Basna ApfKeHa BCIIyX, HO He yCIIblIajia 3ByKa COOCTBEHHOI'O I'0Jioca.
Hamm yimm 6b111 Kak OyOTO 3a/7102KeHbl, 1 MBI HUYET0 He MOTJIH C 9TUM CJIeNaTh.

MEI cTOSIN ¥ HaOJTomany 3a TeM, KaK KPOHIIPUHIT TOBOPUT 4TO-TO MimmnHe. OHa CTOsIa, HaKJIOHUB
TOJIOBY, @ IIPUHII, KOTOPBIH OBIJT CUIIBHO MOJIOXKE, CMOTPET Ha HE€ CBEPXY BHU3 ¥ OTUUTHIBAII €€ C
XOJIOMHBIM JIUIIOM. DTO BHITJISHEIO HEeeCTEeCTBEHHO.



BrIno CTPAaHHO BUOETH HI.T.II/IHY, KOTOPadA BCEraa HaC OTUYUTRIBAJI4, B CUTyalliH, KOI'Ha Pyrajnu eé caMmy.

OHa CNyXUT TOPHUYHOU, HO, TOBOPAT, UMeeT cTaTyc rpadusu. [ rpa¢puHu OHa C HAMU KaK-TO
CJIMLIKOM IIPSIMOJIMHENHA. ..

I'me peanbHOCTH, a rOe nogaenka? IToka s meITanach IEPEOCMBICIUTD XKU3Hb HAC IBOUX, JIUIIIb
Ha3bkIBaEMBIX «CEMbEN MMIIEpATOpPa», HEUTO, OJIOKMPOBABIIIEE MOM CITyX, BOPYT UCYE3IIO.

[TepBbiit TpUHI] TPUOIU3UIICS K HaM U IIPOU3HEC, KOJIEOIICE:

«...Ecmu BaM 4TO-TO MOHAIOOUTCS... BBl MOXKETE IIPHUTH B MO¥ IBOPEIL. »
OH CcKa3aJl 3T0 OCTOPOXKHBIM, TUXUM T'OJIOCOM.

BHII0 TPYAHO TOBEPUTD, UTO OH TOJIBKO YTO TOBOPHII Pe3Kue coBa HUmuHe.

[Tocne ToOro, KaK nepBeIY MPUHI] yiIENn, MimrHa Mojidya OTBeJla Hac B BaHHYI0. BuTaBmui TaM apoMaT
6anp3aMa 1oka3ascs MHe 0ojiee TIyOOKUM M HACHIIIIEHHEIM, YeM O00BIYHO.

4 3aK0oHYUIIA MBITHCS IIepBOY. MIIvHa cylinia MHe BOJIOCHL, a 51 IIPOCTO CUAesa U XKaasa, ITI0Ka OHa
3aKOHYHUT.

BpeMms Havana ypoka mpuOiIuxKanochk, ¥ MHE HYKHO ObII0 IepeofeTbcsi. OT MBICTIH, YTO MIPUAETCS
CHSTB JIETKYIO TbHSHYIO ITMKaMy ¥ CHOBa HafleTh HEYMOOHOe IIJIaThe, MHE CTaJI0 IPOTUBHO.

B moBeplreHue BCero MO€ Teslo Ka3aloCh TAXKETIEIM, 3aCTaBlisasl MeHs XKaJleTb 0 TOM, YTO g
IIPOCHYJIACh B TaKyl0 paHb. 3alyMaBIINCh, I 3€BHYJIa, HO TYT e CIIOXBaTWIach U NPUKPLLIA POT
PYKOH.

4 oxupana, uto WimHa, CymMBIIasi MOM BOJIOCH, 3aMETHUT 3TO U CKaXKeT, YTO 3eBaTh HEIIPUIIUYHO,
HO, K MOEMY VIUBJIEHHIO, OHa ITpOMOoJTYaia.

A 1ocye TOTO, Kak ¥ ApIXKeH BHIINEN U3 BAHHOM, OHA 3ajlajia COBEPIIEHHO HeOXHUIaHHbIM BOIIPOC:

«Kyma MHe Bac OTBECTH: B UTPOBYI0 KOMHATY HJIM B CIIAJIbHIO? BH BHITTIIIUTE YCTABIIMMHU, TOITOMY S
OBl peKOMEeHI0Bajla BaM II0CIATh eIlé HEMHOTO0.»

«A Kaxk XxKe... 3aHATHE?»
Crpocwurna 5, He BbIiepXKaB HaCTYNIUBILIET0 MOTYaHUSI.
YTto BoOOIIIE TPOUCXOMUT?..

«...MHe KaxeTcs, uX ObIJIO CIIMIITKOM MHOTO. C 9TOr0 MOMEHTa BhHI 6yneTe HUOTH II0 IIpOorpaMMme,
COCTaBJIEHHOU IIePCOHAJIBHO AOJISA TPEeThero IIPUHIA.»

9-37..
‘O yéMm oHa roBOpHUT?’
‘...0 yu€be, Tak Begn?’

‘Tlonyuaertcs, o yuebe.’



‘Touno 0 Hei?’
‘...IToxoxe Ha TO.’
MtI ¢ ApaKeHOM OOHOBPEeMEHHO BRIJOXHYJIU ¢ 00erdyenueM. UinmHa compoBoauia Hac 10 CIabHU.

3a OKHOM CBETHIIO YTPEeHHEee COJIHIIE, a 4 JIeTJIa Ha KPOBATh, PACIIPAaBUB CBOU IIYIMUCTEIE ITOCIJIE MBIThHS
BOJIOCHI.

WmuHa HaKphl/ia MEHS OfIesiIOM U 3af€pHYJia IITOPHI.

3acHyTh OBIJIO HECJIOXKHO, Beb 51 ¥ TaK ObIJIa COHHOM, BOT TOJILKO BOIIPOC B MOE€i TOJI0Be He HaBal
MHE TIOKOS.

YTO TAKOTO IIPOU30IIIIO MEXK/Y IIEPBLIM IIPUHIIEM U WIIMHOM, YTO 3aCTaBUIIO €€ cebs Tak BeCcTu?..

skckekkokekkokskkokskkok

Ha crnemyromuii meHb €HOT, C KOTOPBIM MBI IIOIPYKHUIKCH 0 TAKOM CTEIEeHHU, YTO OH IT03BOJISII cels
TJIaguTh, BOPYT MCYEe3 U3 XKeJIe3HO! KIeTKH. f mogymara, 4YTo ¢ HUM CITy4HIOCh YTO-TO IIJIOXO0e, HO
WmwuHa oTBeja HaC B cafl, ¥ g yOegunach, 4TO 3TO He TakK.

[ToTomy 4TO yBULEIA TaM €HOTA.
ITo cyTH, ero IPOCTO PEIInIy TepeceyuTh B MeCTO, KOTOpOoe OBLIO TPOCTOPHEe, YeM Hallla KOMHATa.

Ero mpocTpaHCTBO OBIIO OKPYKEHO BHICOKUM MeTaJIn4YeCcKUM 3a00poM. Korga Mbl OTKPHITH KaJIUTKY,
CTaJIo BUOHO OEPEeBhs, yBellaHHbEe GpyKTamMu. Takxke TaM OB pydel ¢ Kypdalred MPOTOYHON
BOIOI.

«3JTOT BOJIbEP MTOCTPOUT KPOHIIPUHIL. »
...Hu pa3sy He BuMea TaKUX OTPOMHEIX BOJIbEPOB.
«/HTepeCHO, BCe JIM B UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMbe TaKUEe», - 9yTh HE CKa3asa si, HO IPOMOJIYaja, YBULEB

Ha TOJI0BEe eHOTa, TPo6eKaBIIET0 PSNOM, HOBYIO JIEHTOYKY B TOPOIIIEK.
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