C 3TUMHM CJIOBaMHU OH OTKDPBHIJI IBEPH, HE JaBad HaM BPEMEHHU ITIOATOTOBUTECA.

Korga gBepb OTKpHLIACh, 1 HE MOTJIa JIETKO BOMTY BHYTPb, IOTOMY 4TO, 5 OBINa OlllesioMJIeHa OT
3amaxa 1 aTMoc¢ephl KOTOphle CTUMYJIMPOBAJId MOU BKYCOBBIE PEIETITOPHL.

HNmumnra TOBOpHJIa TUXHUM I'OJIOCOM C3a[H, ApJI}KeH 1 51, MBI HE MOT'JIM BOUTH HEeCMOTPMA Ha TO, YTO HK
O0HA M3 HAIIKUX HOT HE 3aCTpsJia B IIOJIY.

"Brl MOXXeTe BOUTH U CKa3aTh '[IpuBeTCTByeM Ballle BenuyecTBo oTma' .
B T0 Xe BpeMs Kak OHa CKa3asa 3TO, s [IPUIIa B YyBCTBa U MOIILIA.

BpeMs Korma s BXoguiIa Ha KYXHIO II0 OIIYIIEHUSIM AJIMIIOCEH [OJIbIlle, YeM BpeMsi, KOTfa S IIia C
KOMHATHI CIofa.

IIBeph 3aKphIach 3a HALIMMU CIIMHAMH, KaK TOJIbKO MBI BOLIIH. ¢ IJIa PSIOM CO CTOJIOM, KOTOPBIM
OBLT TAK BBICOKO, YTO €IMHCTBEHHOE , YTO MOTJIO OBITh BUIHO - 3TO HOT'H, ¥ KOTMa 5 IMOTHSIIACh Ha
MECTO IOBHIIIE, S YBUOETA , MyKYKWHY CO CBETJIBIMU BOJIOCAMH U 3€JIEHBIMHU T'Jla3aMHU, KOTOPBIN CHOEN
TaM.

HWMnepaTop mOCMOTpeN Ha Hac, ¥ MbI ITIOIIPUBETCTBOBAIM €T0, Tak KaK WIIMHa cKa3ajia HaM [0 9TOrO.
“[1...puBeTCByeM Ballle BennyecTBo oTLA"

"[IpuBeTcTBYeM Balle Benuuyectso otna”

Haur orer; MmnepaTop... ApfzKeH U g UMeJId ONUHAKOBBIE MBICIIH 00 3TOM TUTYIIE.

Ecnu 51 ObI g cka3asa, 'TIpuBeTcTBYIO Barie BenuuecTBo MMmepaTtop,' st 6bI cMOTjIa CKa3aThk 3TO 6e3
3aMKaHbSI.

"Cagutecs."

XosomHEIE 3€JIeHbIe TT1a3a MPOLIIY B3TISIA0OM MUMO Hac. Buist Hac 3aCTHIBIIMMY ¥ B3BOJITHOBAHHBIMU
HAIIPOTHB HEro, UMIIepaTop He CKa3asl Hu4ero 0oJibIme.

Takke Kak ¥ B KOMHATe, 3[[eCh CTOSIJI0O OTPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO CIIYT ¥ TOPHUYHBIX BO3JI€ CTEH KYXHU.
Korpga cnyra nofo1ies1, OH IIOCaAWI HaC Ha CTYJI, KOTOPHIM ObIT 3HAUUTEIIBHO BRIIIE HAC, ¥ TIOBECHUIT
Oenyio TKaHb BOKPYT HAIIMX IIeH.

q IIOCMOTPeENIa Ha OeTCKHEe HarpPyoHUKH, CDAaBHUBAHUA UX C TEMU B KOTOPHEIX MBI DAHBIIIE €JIH.

OHu OBINTY He TIOX0XKU Ha Te B, KOTOPBIX MBI OOBIYHO ey1u. [ToKa s CMOTpesia Ha 3TH HarPYIHUKU IS
OeTeH, s mepeceKiach B3rIAgoM ¢ MMmepaTopomMm.

MEI oCMOTpEH TJIa3aMy BECh CTOJI ¥ CHAENIH CIIOKOWHO, TOTOMY 4TO MMnepaTop He HauWHAI
Tparnesy.

4 mymato, 3mech eCTh Kako¥ HU OynIb 9TUKET IIPH Tpame3e 3a cTojoM. CriefyeT U MHe Ha4yaTh C efbl
cHapyxu? {1 mymasna o6 9THKeTe 3a CTOJIOM 3apaHee, HO I0ToM MMIiepaTop MOCMOTPETT Ha CTOJ U
CKa3aJjl HaM.

"Brl MOXKeETe IIOIIPOCUTH Y CIIYT ey KOTOPYIO BBl XOTUTE."



C I/IMHepaTOpOM, HU 4, HU ApJI}KeH, He CMOI'JIX CBhEeCTh JaxKe IIOJIOBUHEI €IEI.

He Moro ObITh ¥ 1IaHCa, YTOOH S CMOTIa KOM(OPTHO eCTh HanpoTuB MMmepaTopa, Kak ¥ KTo JT100
OPYTOH.

Ozkupasi, 9TO BHITJISIMEINO TaK, YTO OH TOBOPHUII HAM €CTh 6bICTpee, TIO3TOMY A OCTOPOXKHO IIOTAHYJIACh
3a OnmuKanIIM 6J'IIOI[OM, 1 IIOJIOZKHIIA ey B POT, KOTOPYIO IIPDHUCIIyTra I10gaJI MHE, 1 0e3 MBICTIen
Ha4alla 2K€BaThb.

BEBIN0 yOIUBUTEIBHO, YTO S HUYETO He MOTJIa IoMpo6oBaTh, XOTS 3TO OBIJI0O OYEBUIHO OUEHb BKYCHO.
Moe ropiio, HeOXKUJAHHO HEMHOTO 3aTHXJIO, ¥ KAa3aJIoCh PACIyXJIo emle OoJblIe.

ViMmepaTop MOCMOTPEN Ha Hac C MyCTHIM PTOM, IMTOAHMUMAs CTaKaH YTOOHI BHIIIUTS.

OH, HaBepHOE He 3HaeT, HaCKOJIbKO Y HET0 00peMeHUTEIbHBIN B3TTIS.

¢ MalmMHaTHFHO OIYCTOIINIIA BCIO MOIO TapeJIKy U Cpa3y Chella BCio eny. MHe clenoBaio ecTh
HEMHOT'0 Me[lJIeHHee , HO KOrja s IbITajack BEIOpaTh BTOopoe 0miono, MMmepaTop HEOXUTAaHHO
OTKPHUI POT ¥ CKA3aJl He CMOTPS Ha THIIWHY.

"Jto He Tak?"

¢ Havasa Gosblile TUTH ONHY JIUIIb BOAY, YeM KyIIaTh eny. f He 3Haja, 0 Y4eM HMeJ BUAY
HNwmmeparop.

ApnkeH, CKasall TO XXe caMOe, 4TO He 3HaeT, 0 YeM uMen Bupg MMmmepaTop.

4 mpocTo enna u myMasa, MOXKHO JTM 3aKOHYHUTD ITOCKOpee, HO KOTHa B3TJISA UMIIEpAaTopa KOCHYJIICS
Hac, MbI C ApiKeHOM 00JIeIHeTH.

OH 3aMeTusI IpaMbl Ha pyKe ApaXeHa.

AprxeH OBICTPO 3aKaTal pyKaBa, YTOOBI CKPHITh AJIMHHBIN IIPaM OT 3alsACThS 0O THITbHOU CTOPOHEBI
JIafOHYU, ¥ IpeXe, 4eM 51 0CO3HaJla CUTYalIuio, MOe TeJlo peIeKTOPHO OBUHYJIOCH, U 5 CIIPHITHYJIA
CO CBOEro MecCTa.

3afieB mOCyndy, KOTopas CTajia KaTaThCs 110 TOTTy.

kkckekkokk

HmnepaTopa, CUISIIEro Ha MecTe, OKPOIIJIEHHBIM TaKUM KOJTHYECTBOM KPOBHU, HE MOTJIH JIETKO
[I0K0/1e0aTh HUKAKUe SMOILIUH.

Takke OBLIO U C €TI0 IJIOTHI0 U KPOBBIO.

Bri10 GBI TJIYIIO UMEThH PyanGHB B Ka9YeCTBE UMII€EPATPHUIIHI, YTOOHLI HEe HAa3hIBAaTh MOUX JIeTefI
HE3aKOHHOPOXKIOEHHBIMU.

Ecnu Pypaxenb cTaHeT UMIIePATPHUIEH, BO3HUKHYT BHYTPEHHHE PA3[0PHI, IIOTOMY YTO TaK MHOTO
mofel OyoyT IPOTUBOCTOSITL 3TOMY, M Pypaxesnb KoTopasi IPOJOJIXKHUT KUTh B POCKOIIIH, BCE 3TO,

6e3yCI0BHO, TPUBEIET K PACIPOCTPAHEHUIO IIJIOXUX CITYX0B. YUUTHIBAS yuiep0d, KOTOPHIMA TOHECYT
IpyTHe MPUHIIL, YOUWCTBO POKAEHHHIX ieTel OyOeT JydlIuM BEIOOPOM.



Bmo0aBoK CeKpeThl XKEHIITUHH 10 UMEHU Pypaxess... cTanu 00JbIIoN Mpo6ieMoii.

9T0 OBITO BpeMsi, KOT/Ia ST TOTOBUJICS K BOMHE C IPYTMMHU CTPAHAMM, TIO3TOMY Yy MEeHS He OBII0
JKeJlaHus BHITIONHSATH ellle 007ee XIOMOTHYIO paboTy.

YOuiicTBO HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHOT0 pefeHKa JIy4Ille COOTBETCTBOBAJIO UMIIEPCKUM COIMAIbHEIM
o0BI9asiM, 4eM UX craceHue, u ObI0 60Jiee MOTUTUYECKU BEITOTHBIM

B TOT meHb, KOT/Ia 5 BIIepBHIE YBUMAEN AETeH JIMYHO, s IOOYMasl 0 TOM, 4TOO yOUThL uX cpasy xke. Ho
YBU[IEB CBETJIEIE BOJIOCH], CUMBOJI UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbH, 5T PEIIUIT COXPAHUTh UM XKHU3Hb.

9T0 OBITIO cOellaHo, YTOORI CKPEITE JINYHOCTH 6HI/13HeI_IOB OT OIIQCHOCTH, U IIPK 3TOM Ha3BaTh UX
HMEHa, HE yﬁI/IBaH Hux.

KpomMme Toro, MHOTO€ ITPOUCXOAMIIO U3-3a «KOHTPaKTa» C Pypaxesnb, HO ObIJI0 BCe TaK¥ IIPaBUIbHBIM
He PaCKpHIBaTh MUDY CYIIeCTBOBaHUE IBYX NEeTeH, Jaxke eClid Bce U OBIIIO OTI0XKEHO B CTOPOHY.

W nsathb net cnycts, Pypaxens, KoTopas Oblyia 3aBUCHMa OT aJIKOT0JII ¥ HAPKOTUKOB, YMEpIIa.

4 cka3zan, 9TO maxe eciu MMIIEPUA PYXHET, OHA GYJIGT XKUTb OOHA, HO ITIOTOM 4 ITOJIYYHII TaKO€
IIpekpacHoe COOGHJ,'GHI/IG, YTO OHaA IIOIIPHUBETCTBOBAJIa CMEPTE.

[Tocne Toro kKak Pypaxenb ymepia, s CKa3ajl HaYaJIbHUYKY IIEPCOHAJIA IIPUTOTOBUTL TOPHUYHYIO,
4yTOOBI OHA JOMKHEIM 006pa3oM 3ab60TUIach O IETSX.

Huuyero cunbHO HE U3MEHUIIOCH IIOCTIE CMEepPTH Pypaxenb. 3a UCKII0YeHNeM OKOHYaHHUS 'KOHTpaKTa' .

4 vmen ‘KoHTpakT c Pypaxesnb, HO MOY OeTH KOTOPBIX OCTABUIM B KUBHIX II0 IPUXOTH, He ObIIIA
NOCTAaTOYHO BaXKHEI YTOOR pa30pBaTh 3TOT ‘KOHTPAKT’

Takue OBIIM HAIX OTHOILIEHUSI.
Bot mouyemy, 51 yBUE CBOMX MaJIeHbKUX JIeTEN, TOIHKO KOTla UM HCIIOTHUIOCH TISITh.

CMOTpS Ha fieTel, KOTOpPLIe TaKue MajeHbKue, B OTINYUE OT APYTUX IPHUHIEB, OHU OYITO MOTIH
CJIOMAaThCsI €CJTM UX HEMPaBUIILHO NepXKaTh.

4 coernan nMpaBUIBHO KaK UMIIEPATOP, HO S AyMalo, 9TO OBIIO TPABUIBHO TOIHKO KaK [JIs
“MIIepaTopa, HO He KaK [JIs OTIIa.

kekskokokok
4 nobnmenHena BUOs, YT0 APAXKEH IBITAETCS CKPHITh IIPAMBI.
9T0 OBIIO He W3-3a ‘TIEHHOCTH 0 KOTOPOM HAaM CKa3ana MIimmHa.

4 HeHaBUOENa I/IMHepaTopa 0oJIbIlle BCEX, OH OCTABMJI HAC B a[ly, 1 TOBOPHUII TAK, 6YI[T0 He 3Hall 0
HallluM C ApJI}KeHOM PaHax.

W MBI He X0Tesu MOKa3kBaTh HAIIIK PaHEI KOMY 16o0.
9T0 He paHa Ha Tejie, 3TO HECMEIBa€Masd PdaHa FHY60KO 3adaCeBIlasa BHYTPH...

Bce 0nUI0 Tax.



qa IIOOIIPEITHYJIA, HO BHE3AITHO A ITIOYYBCTBOBAJId TOIMHOTY U MOM I'JIa3d 3aTyMaHUJIUCh.

Brino 04eBUAHO, UYTO ApAXKEeH CTUCHYJI 3y0Obl, TPHUKPHIBAs THUIHHYIO CTOPOHY €ro JIafoHHU.
[ToxarnyiicTa, 1 Hagesaach , 4TOOB HpaB UMIlepaTopa He IMOIIes IPOTUB Hac.

K cuacrtrio, ApI[}KeH BEPHYJI MEHS B 9YyYBCTB4, CKa3aB CIIOKOMHEBIM T'OJIOCOM. £ CMOTJia IIOHSTh, YTO 3TO
CTPaHHO€ YYBCTBO YTHUXJIO, U Ha MTHOBEHNE, S IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa obJeryexue.

Mou HeﬁCTBHH MOT'JIX HAaTOJIKHYTBCS Ha THEB UMII€PATOPA, HO A MOT'Yy ITIOCIIOPUTH, YTO 3TO OB1J10 OB
JIy4dIlie, 4eM BhIPpaXKEeHHne €TI0 JInIla, KOT'Id OH CMOTPEJI Ha IIIPAaMBbI Apu}KeHa.

“9t10 Pypaxens coenana?”
HMnepaTop CMOTpe Ha Hac C ONyL[eHHON YalllKou Yas.
4 He Morna IOCMOTPETh Ha HETO.

XOJIOOHBIM IIOT Havyall UATH PY4YbEEM U MOM MO3T Haval TPEMETE OT T'OJIOBOKPYXKEHU .

4 He Mora HUYEro OTBETUTH, U OPO0ZKa Havdajla B CIIEIIKEe UCKAThb Apn}KeHa r'i1a3aMu.

9T0 OBIJIO KaK TOTHA BEUYepoM, KOTrfa s YyBCTBOBaja ce0s1 6eCITOMOIITHOM U ofiaBeHHoN. KoHuuK
MOET0 PTa 3agpoxKaJ OT HE3HAKOMOTO0 B3TJIsAa, OKPYKaBIlIero MOe TeJI0, KOTOPHIM 51 HEe MOTa
YBUOETH, IOTPOTaTh, UJIX YCIIBIIATE.

9To CJIY4HJIOCh, KOT'Ia A paCCJ'Ia6I/IJ'IaCB.

9TOo He OBITIO IIpeafHaMepPEeHHBIM, HO B TOT MOMEHT, 4 IIOYYBCTBOBAJI4, YTO, YTO TO HE TakK, 1 YK€ HE
MOT'JIa KOHTPOJIMPOBATE CBO€ TEJIO II0 CO6CTBeHHOMy 2KeJIaHHUIO.

“ApmxeH.”
Kaxk TonbpK0 uMIiepaTop 1no3san ApaxKeHa, ero SMOIMY CTalu [IOJIHOCTHIO TOHSATHEL.

Ero HemocpeaCcTBeHHBIM IPOTUBHUKOM ObIT ©MIiepaTop. He KTo-HUOYOb APYToii, a UMIepaTop,
KOTOPBIH MOXKET 3aIIPOCTO 3aAyLIUTh HaC.

['yOrl ApzkeHa CKaJluCh, He TPOHYB €T0 B3TJIAa.
“9T0... cnyru.”

kkokekkokk

MHe 6b1JI0 OKOJIO TPeX J1eT. KycoK CTeKJia KOTOPHIH OB CIielianbHO Pa30uT, mope3as 3amsacThe
AppxeHa ¥ OCTaBUII paHy.

910 OBIN 3HAK TOTO, YTO OH ObIT HAKa3aH, ¥ OH He MOT [laXKe MCII0JIb30BaTh PYKU Ha MPOTSIXKEHUU
HECKOJIbKUX THEH.

“Hy, unm 410-TO B 3TOM poge.”

4 Kpenko cxkaja pyKy ApaxeHa.



[TomaTsIBasich ¥ BObIXas, MHE €IBa TI0BE3JI0 C OIIyIIeHNEeM, YTO 5 He COIIia C ymMa
«He cmpammuBaii Hac 00 3TOM».

He 3Ha10, 3aueM OH BCKpHIBAEeT HAIIX PaHHL.

4 ctucHymna 3y0OH ¥ CKa3aja 3TO0 C [IJIOXUM IIPOU3HOIIEHUEM.

«ApaXKeH B TO BpeMs... B To BpeMsd 4...»

«Apuen!»

Moe Teno Hayano KavyaThCs B3aJl U BIepef, ¥ ApaKeH B CIELIKe IOMLITANICS IPOTIHYTh PYKY, YTOORI
YXBaTUThH MEHS, HO S yIaJia IIepBee.

kekskokokk
4 cbexana ot UMnepaTopa.
VimeHHO 00 3TOM $ IOAyMasa, KOrfia IPOCHYIach B XOJI0OOHOM IIOTY Ha KPOBaTH.

C omgHO¥M CTOPOHEI OBLII0 MOKPOE TTOJIOTEHIlE, HO [IBe TOPHUYHLIE, KOTOPHIE BOPYAJIU PSAIOM APYT C
OPYTOM, 3aKalll/Is/Iy, KOT{la Hallld B3TJISIAB BCTPETHUIIKCh.

4 mocMoTpena Ha3apg Ha ApaXKeHa, IOTOMY YTO, YTO-TO LIEBEJIMIOCH PSIOM CO MHOM.

4 monwiTanach pa3dyguUTh €To, IPUKOCHYBIIKUCH K HEMY, HO TOPHUYHBIE TIOTHSIIN MEHS, U CITyCTUIIHU C
KpOBaTH, IIOKa s MopraJia.

Ecmm ImoayMaTh, TO 4 CJIBIIIaJia, YTO BCE CIIyXKaHKHU KOpOHeBCKOfI cembu OBIITH dPUCTOKpPaTaMHu.

T'opHMYHAS C IPUSITHLIM 3aIlaxOM IT0JIOKMJIa MEHS Ha II0JI B CIIaJIbHE, BEITEP/Ia MEHSI MOKPEIM
II0JIOTEHIIEM, a 3aTeM IIepeofiena.

«Baaal!»

Korpga s 3akamisia Ha cepefguHe, s YBHUea, YTO OHA TaKxkKe SIBHO n30eraeT 3TOro, II03TOMY S
B3OXHYIa.

I'nsans Ha BpeMsi, Oblila yKe HOUb.
Korpa 6bl 51 He BCTasa, OHU JOJIKHO OBITH OBLIM OUeHb PAaCCTPOEHHI, TO3TOMY UX PYKU OBIIN TPyORIMHU.

B 0aT1h neT, g BHITJISAOENIa HEMHOTO He3pen0171, II03TOMY, Ka3aJIOChk, OHX OTHOCHUJIUCH K HaM CBO6OJIHO,
HO s HUYETO0 He TOBOPHUJIA, IIOTOMY YTO 3HAJId CBO€ IIOJIOZKEHHE.

9T0 OBIJIO OO0 TOIO0 MOMEHTA, IT0Ka Y MEH{I He OBITIO FPY6OFO BHENIHETO BH[a, II0CJIe KOTOPOro apyrue
AJEBYIIKH BHIIIJIA 1 OCTABUJIX MEHA Ha€OUHE C ApI[}KeHOM.

«ApOxKeH».

Korpa s, 6e3ycreriHo mepedpanach Yepe3 KpoBaTh, ¥ yoapuia ApKeHa PyKOH pa3MepoM C JIamy
YePHOU KOIIKY, 51 YBUMAEIA, YTO €To Tla3a OBIIK IMIHPOKO OTKPHITEHL



"YT0 9 moyXKHa cHenark..."
4 nepxkanach 3a ApfKeHa, KOTOPBIH TOIHKO YTO IIPOCHYJICS, U C COXKaleHueM O0HSI MeHs.

AppxKeH TOTep Tj1a3a, IOCMOTPEN Ha Moe TIofaBlieHHOe JIUII0 ¥ Mpo6opMoTa, Kak OyaTo morapgacs,
YTO ST YYBCTBOBAJIa BHYTPH.

“Bce B nopsagke.”

“.27
"HMIiepaTop OTIYCTUJI HaC, HUYEro He CKa3as".

“Torga BCe B mopsaake?”

YcrnbinaB 9TO 3aMedaHue, ApAXKeH IPHUIIYPUIICS ¥ TPOMKO B3[MOXHYJI, CJIOBHO XOTEJI, YTOOH S
TIOCTyIIaIa.

“To, YTO MBI CHiejIaiH, ObIJIO OIIACcHO.”

“....Ho.”

CmoBHO TOBOPS MHE, He TOBOPUTH 9TOT0, ApAKeH 0OHSIT MEeHs 3a II1el0 U MOTallluI K KpOBaTH.
Briyi0 04eBUHO, YTO OH XOYET CIaTh, I0O3TOMY S IOXJIONaaa ero Mo CIUHE.

C obneryeHneM B3[OXHYB, 1 HaTSHYJa OJesJI0 U YCTaBUIaCh B TOTOJIOK.

4 He 3Ha0, 9TO IOTOMY 4YTO, I Cliajia HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Ha3af, HO ....

4 He MOTy HOPMaJIbHO TIOCIIaTh.
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