IIBe Hemenu He TakK YK ¥ MHOT0. MoxkeT ObITh, He I HPYTHUX, HO BPpeMsI IIPOILI0 OBICTPO IOCIIe TOTOo,
KaK Yy Hac ObIT HOPMaJIbHbIM JeHb. 1 myMaio, 3T0 MOXeT OBITh TIOTOMY, YTO C BO3PAaCTOM BPeMS Te4eT
OnICcTpee, HO IO TOTO, KaK MBI y3HaIU 00 3TOM, HaM OBIIO MSTh JIeT.

PaHO yTPOM $ MPOCHYIACh OT IIIyMHOT'0 TOCTYKWBAaHUS B yiIax. To e camoe OBIIO ¥ C APpIXKEHOM,
KOTOPBIX CIIaJT PSIOM CO MHOM, TIOTOM S YCJIBIIIIAIa 30BYIIUN MEHS TOJI0C.

«...Apuen».

OTKpEIB POT, 5 3€BHYJIa U OTAHY1ach. Koraa s BEITIHYJ PYKU U HOTH, MOU IIJIeYU OPOXKaIH.
"Xoporo 1 Tebe crmanoch?"

«Jlymaelb, 1 XOpPOIIIO CIiana?»

«MMMm... HET»

¢ HaxMypusack ¥ HECKOJIBKO pPa3 IIOBTOPHUJIA JBUXKEHUS I3LIKOM BO PTY. ['0BOPST,4TO eTH 6erio
TOBOPST, HO MHE BCe PaBHO He HPABUTCS IIJIOX0€ ITPOU3HOIIEHNE.

«IIpo1wio yXe aBe HEHENU C TOTO AHSA, KaK IPOIIes Halll JeHb POXKOEHUS».
ApreH HaKpHIUI IUIO OJESIOM U CKa3ald TUXUM TOJIOCOM.
«Ara.... IBe Hegenu."

B ornuyue oT 00BIYHOTO [HS, Ha yIuIle OBINIO TaK ITYMHO, YTO 3TO OBIJIIO CIIBIIIHO JaXke B YeIUHEHHOM
3aMke [leponuHa. [ToToMy 4TO ceromHs ObIT HeHb POXKAEHUS BTOpOro mpuHIla, KOTOPHIH OB Yyepes
[Be HeMesu I10CjIe Hallero AHd poxaeHud. [IpoTupas TyCKIble Ijia3a ThIJIbHOM CTOPOHOU JIafOHH, S
M3BHBaach, YTOOH CIIYCTUTHCS C KPOBATH.

"Yxopu oTTyma."

ApmkeH maxe He TIOAyMall BCTATh ¥ YKPHIICS OfesiyioM. § mapy pas3 yoapuia ApfKeHa JIafoHbI0 0
CIIMHEe, YTOOHI He TIOPaHUTh €ro.

Ceropnns OvUT JeHb poxkaeHus: Broporo npunna FOpuanckol umnepuu. 1o OB IeHb, KOTAa U3
Pa3HBIX CTpaH OBUIM OTIIPABJIEHE! IOCTIBL C OECIIeHHEIMU lapaMy, a 3HaTh, POCKOIIHO OfleTas,
Ipuexana OTIpa3gHOBATh 3TO BMECTE C MOJIOABIM IIpUHIEM. [leHb, KOT[a JII0OY HENPUHYXKIEHHO
Urpaiu C IPUHIEM, JIMlla KOTOPOTO MEI flaXKe He 3HaeM.

«He xo4y».

AppxeH poBopYal B OTBET, IOITOMY I ylaja U TOIHYJIa HOTOU IO MOJYy.
"ITouemy HeET?"

«JlaBay IIOCIUM eIre».

[Tpor1mo coBceM HEMHOT'O BpeMEeHH C TeX IOp, KaK Havyajlo IOAHUMAaThLCS COJHIlE. f Mpuxkaia pyKou
MaKyIIKy ApaxKeHa, II0Ka OH 00pMOTaJ ol ofiesiioM. BHe3amHo Moe JIUI0 YTKHYJIOCh B IIOAYIIKY, a
AppxeH HeJOBOJILHO BCTasl. f CKaTuiaach C KpoBaTH, Koraa ApaXKeH IPOCHYJICS.

CeropHs, Korfa Pypaxernb mo3aBTpaKalia, HaM TOXKe J0CTajach OIS e[kl



«41 cobupaioch MOUTHU MOECTh. X0Yellb CO MHOU?»
"4 xouy yutu."

[Tpu cmoBe «3aBTpaK» ApOKeH Me[JIEHHO IOCIeoBall 3a MHOM 13 IOoCTenu. Hallla KpoBaTh, KOTOpas
He MeHsJIaCh TolaMM ¥ IIOMOTajia HaM KOM(OPTHO CIaTh, OblJTa HEMHOTO BHIIIE MEeHS U ApIKeHa.
CHnyCTUBIIKCH C KPOBaTH, g MOAOIIIa K IBEPH, CXBaTUIACh 3a Py4YKY U ITIOBEPHYJIA €e.

4 Bonmouusa HOTU U IIPOOOIIXKaJla UOTU I10 OJJIMHHOMY GeCKOHe‘-IHOMy KOPpUOOpPy Ha KyXHIO. H_[e(l)-HOBap
YZXKe yiieJl, HO OH!’ 3aKOHYHUJIK T'OTOBUTH OJIA HaAC IIPOCTYIO eny. BrI0 BIIONTHE YOOBJIETBOPUTEIIBHO,
€CJIK1 HEe CUUTATh TO,4YTO ea Onblna yXKe XOJIOMHOM.

[Tocre 3TOTO 5T BEPHYJIACh B CBOI0 KOMHATY M II€PEeKaTUIaCh Ha KPOBATH, UTPast C KHUTAaMH, KOTOPHIE
s HalllZla, UCCIIeysl 3aMOK. ¢ He yMeJla YUTaTh, HO KAPTUHKH, 3aXKaThle MeXKAY TOJICTHIMU KHUTAMH,
OB HUHTEPECHLIMH.

Kak 06bIYHO, MBI TaK JOJITO ITPOBOAMIIH. TI0Ka COJIHIIE He MTOMHSIIOCH 10 CAMOM BHICOKOM TOYKHU U
MeJIJIEHHO 3alllio, caeflaB He0o MypIypHEIM TaM, TTie ThMa IIpaBuia MUPOM, Y Hac ObLT eHb, He
IIOX0KHWU HY Ha KaKOU APYrou.

Korpa HacTynuia HOUb, 4 IIOLOIIIa K OKOHHOU paMe, OTKpPhIJIa OKHO U BHITJIAHYJIa HapyXy. Ml
JKJany, Korfa ThMa IOoTJIOTUT Bece. HaMm ¢ ApakeHOM HedeMy OBUIO YYUTHCS, He4eM 3aHAThCS, U Y
Hac He ObIIO MCKIIOYUTENIbHBIX TaJJaHTOB. Tak 4TO MHE 0CTaBaJIOCh TOJILKO XKAaTh HACTYIJIEHUS
TEeMHOTHL. [Ipy 9pKOM cBeTe 5 He OblJla yBepeHa, YTO YBUXKY TeX, KTO PaJOCTHO CMEEeTCS BOKPYT
Broporo npusna.

4 BeITa ¢ ApAKEHOM U HacTymuila Ha TpaBy. [I0CKONIBKY 00 3TOM HUKTO He 103ab0THIICS, ATUHHAS
TpaBa yZapuia HaM II0 HOraM.

Korpa s mina BOT Tak, s MOTJIa C/IBIIATh BCE 3BYKH, UCXOASAIINE OTTyHa, AaXxke HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
OblyTa mopora Ko ABopIly Broporo mpuHIa. 3ByK, KOTOPBIM MBI CIIBIIIAIN CKBO3b I'YCTOM J1eC, OBIT
CTPAHHBIM. ITO OBIJIO TTOX0KEe Ha 3BYK MOBOPSIIUX IIPU3paKoB. Ho Ha MrHOBEHUE TIOCIIbIIIAAch
MYy3bIKa, KOTOpas Obljla flaXke IMpeKpacHee, YeM IITUIIH CPeOy IIyMHOM O0NITOBHU. Y MeHs Oblla
WJITIO3US, YTO IIEeCHS CMellIaHa CO CMEXOM.

«3JTO BENIUKOJIEIIHEE, YEM B IIPOIIJIOM TOMY».
«3JTO0 IeHb POKIEeHUS UMIIEPATOPCKOTO IIPUHIIA».

AprkeH CTOSIJI ITOfl HePEBOM, YKa3kiBast Ha 3aXBaTHIBAIOIIMY B Ha HE00. XOTS s He MOTJIa BUNETh
OTCIOfa [Bopel] BToporo mpuHIia, pajiocTh BCe XKe IepeaaBaacs.

Korpga st mopiHsIsIa TOJIOBY, S yBU[IeNa BoiIeOHbIe OTHY, apSIIe B BO3AyXe. ITO HEBO3MOXKHO, 3TO
HEBO3MOXKHO, HO ec/i Obl y MeHS Korfa-HuOyab Oblia BO3MOXKHOCTD, S X0TejIa OBl 3aJIUTh 9TH OTHU B
CBOEM pyKe.

"O yeM TH AyMaells..."
«Kak THl fyMaellb, 0 4UeM 5 IyMarn?»
«becnone3nas ugesa».

Ox, s mHTalach OIIPOBEPTHYTH, UTO I3TO OBLIIO HE TdkK, HO IIOKa A TYIIO CMOTp€JIa Ha CBET, ApJI}KeH



HavaJl 1a3uTh 110 AepeBy. Beuepurka BToporo mpunIla Oblyia JeTUKAaTECOM, JOCTABISASI HAM HEMHOTO
PAIOCTH U IUPIIECTBA [JIS HAIIUX I'/1a3, TaK KaK MBI KUK TOJIBKO B 9TOM 3aMKHYTOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE.

MEI ¢ ApfiKeHOM HCKpeHHe HaOJooaay 3a BCEMU BeUepPUHKaMM, KOTOPhEIe IIPOXOIUIH B
HMmepaTopcKoM OBopiie. MEI, 3aCTPSIBINNE B HEBUIUMOM OKHE, UyBCTBOBa/IK cebs Tak, Kak OyaTo
cOexxany U3 3aMKa [leponrH Ha MrHOBEHUe, KOorfia B30upaIuch Ha IepeBo U Habsomamy 3a
IIPOMCXOMSIINAM. 3BYK My3bIKH, TEKYIIlel B MOUX YIIlaX, 3aCTABIISJI MEHS YyBCTBOBAThL Ce0s IO
CTPaHHOCTH XOPOIIIO.

«XopolIue IeCHU AealoT YeI0BeKa CYaCTIUBbIM».
«Tak TBI cendac pa3BlIeKaelIbCsa?»
«4 mymaro, 9TO BECETIO».

CJ'IYH.IaH MY3BIKY, {1 CAJIBHO OTCTaJla OT Apn}KeHa. 4 momnesna, KaK W3BUBAIOIIASACS r'yCeHulla, I1o3agu
yXe npu6b13mero Apn}KeHa. K cyacTrio, BCKOpP€ MEI OCTUTJIX MeCTa Ha3HAa4Y€HN A, BEITAHYJIX HOTY Ha
BETKE JepeBa U 6narononquo YCTPOUIINUCE. Korpa g momasmach HaBepPX, MOM BOJIOCHEI PAaCIIyCTUIINCH
N3-3a PE3WHKHU OIS BOJIOC, IIO3TOMY A OBHMHYIIA PYKY K I'OJIOBE, HO BHE3AITHO MO€ 3allsiCThe OBITO
IIOMMaHO. .

ApmxeH IpUTSHYN MeHs K ce0e. KopeHb iepeBa KOCHYJICS MOeW CIIMHBEL. MeHSs TOJMKHYIU Tak
CHJIbHO, UTO S CMOpIIUa HOC ¥ 3aMaxajla pyKaMHu, HO Ap/zKeH 3aroOBOPUJI CO MHO# Gnarogaps
BHYTPEHHEMY TOJIOCY.

'"TaM ecTb KTO-TO.'

970 GBI MOMEHT, KOTa S HAaIPSTIach IIPU 3TUX CIIOBAX M IIOCMOTPeJIa Yyepes mieun ApmxeHa. 4
yBU[Ie/Ia YePHBIN CUTYIT. BOJbIIO CUIy3T CKa3al MHE, YTO 3TO OB KTO-TO, KpoMe Hac. Korga g
TIOHSIJIA 9TO, MOH IIJIeYX HAIPSATIIUCH, @ 3PAYKHU CHUIBHO 3aTPSICIIUCE.

To xKe camoe Ob1I0 U ¢ ApAKEeHOM, KOTOPHIM faBasl MHE CHJIBI, IepKach 3a PYKHU, a He 3a 3alsiCThe.
"Kto Tam?"

'KT0 3T0?"

4 npuKycuna BHyTPEHHIOWO IIJIOTh PTa, He CKa3aB HU CJI0Ba M3-3a Xaoca.

"KTo THI?"

OTOT YenmoBeK 3afiall BOMPOC. DTO BOIPOC, KOTOPHIN MBI XOTEJIM 3a[aTh IPSIMO cerdac. S CraoTHyIa
CIIOHY, KPETIKO fiepKasa 3a PyKy ApfxKeHa.

O6aka 3aKpPHEIBAJIA HYHHbeI CBeT, II03TOMY A MOT'JIa BUOETh TOJIBKO CTpaHHbeI CHUIIy3T OPYyroro
4YeJIOBEKa, HO OH BRITJIAOEN IIPDUMEPHO Pa3MePOM C B3POCIIOTO MYy2XKYKWHEI.

OH cHOBa 3afan HaM BOIIPOC 6e3 oTBeTa.

«4 crIpocu, KTO BBI».



Moe ropsio ropeso OT HanpsKeHusI. 3aMoK [leponuH OBl MECTOM, Kyfa HUKTO Obl He MOMOIIeI.
Bompoc, KOTOpHI# CTOSITT Ha TPpaHu, ObIT ampecoBaH HaM. Bo-iepBHIX, T HUKOTTa He pa3roBapuBasa C
IIOCTOPOHHUMHM, KpOMe JII0fel B 3aMKe, U 51 He 3Hajla, YTO CKa3aTh B 3TOU r'OJIOBOKPYKUTEIbHOU
CUTYyalluHu.

9T0 OBITIO JepeBo, Ha KOTOPOE€ MEI JIETKO MOT' I B306paTI:CH. A Hurorga PaHbIIE He UCIIBEITEIBAJIA
HHU4Yero HOI[OGHOI"O, HO MEI C ApJI}KeHOM He 3Hally, OBIIO JIK 3TO COBIIafeHHWEeM HIIU HET.

Kakum 6bl 3a0pOIIEeHHEIM HE OBIJT 3aMOK, 3TO OJHA U3 IEPBBIX YaCTe! MMIIEPATOPCKOTO ABOPIIA,
TI09TOMY OBIJIO SICHO, YUTO 3TOT YeJI0BEK He ObUT 0OBIYHBIM YesioBeKoM. Kak KOIllKa ¢ B3[IepHYTOU
IIepCThIo, 51 OblyIa OmUTENIbHA U HE OTBeYalia Ha CJI0OBO YeJloBeKa.

«Ecnu BB HE OTBETUTE, BBl HE CMOXKETE 3alIaTUTh meHy».
Oun YYBCTBOBAJIX TAaBJIEHHUE. Takoe maBneHue, KOTOpPO€e MOT'YyT UMETh TOJIBKO BJIaCTh UMYIIHE.

[Tyratoire pe3Kui ro0c, TPOHUKAIIINY TTTyOOKO B Cepflie, B OTIMYKE OT CJIOB Pypaxers,
UMHUTHUPYIOIIEH 01aropomHyo. Peakius Oblla HACTOIBKO XOJIOMHOM, UTO S YOUBHUIACK, IIOYEMY OH TaK
HACTOPOKEHHO OTHOCHUTCS K MaJIEHbKUM IISITUJIETHUM HETSIM.

[To Mepe TOTO, KaK THUIIKWHA CTYIAach, OTKPHIICS JIYHHBIA CBET, CKPHITEIA 06J1TaKaMu, U CTAJI0 BULHO
JIAIIO YeJioBeKa. TeMHEBIe BOJIOCH U IIypPIypHLIe ri1a3a. [[JI0THEIN HOC ¥ TOMHEBIE I71a3a. Pe3kas muHus
nopOoponka. Korpa 51 yBuzena ero CuiayaT, s mofyMaria, 4YTo eMy 3a OBaflaTh.

JIyHHBIM CBeT ocBellan ApaxKeHa U MeHst 0e3 UCKITIoYeHus. S He 3Hal0, KTO 3TOT YeJI0BeK, HO MOTY
[orafaThCs 0 ero cTaTyce. MyXK4rHa, OfEeThIM B KPaCUBYI0 OfeXkKAy, KOTopas BHITJIsAfeNa Jydlle, 4eM
TO, 4TO HOcHIa Pypaxesnb, BeposaTHO, He OblI OBl COBMECTHM C HaMM, IIOTOMY YTO HaM 9TO Hafl0eJo.

4 mocMoTpena Ha MyKYMHY C MaKCUMaJIbHO UCIYTaHHBIM BhIpaXKeHueM nuiia. HaMm OvU10 ISTh JIeT.
Jlyuie 651710 60SITHCS YCTpAIIAOIIero BUAa APYroro 4ejioBeka, Kak HAaMBHOTO pefeHKa, yeM
IIPOTUBOCTOSATH EMY C OCTOPOKHOCTbIO, KaK eCyu OBl Mbl HaOIIofany 3a 9TUM YeJI0BEKOM.

4 mogymarna, 4To 6b1710 OBl HEII0XO0, ecyii OBl OH ITPOCTO OTIYCTHII HAC, AyMas, YTO MHEI IeTH,
KOTOPEIE CITy4alHO 3a0/IyauIKCh, HO 3TO Obl/la Hejemnast MeICTb. HUKTO He MOT ITO3BOJIUTH OETSIM
TOJHSITHCS HA TAKYIO BEICOTY, HE 3adyMbIBAsICh.

970 6bII0, KOTHA 51 pa3roBapuBaja ¢ APKEHOM 0 TOM, KaK CIIPaBUTBLCS C CUTyaluen. Myx4uHa
IIPPOKO PaCKPHUI I'/la3a OT YAUBIEHUS. ITO OBLII0O MTHOBEHUE, HO 5 YBUeJa YOUBIIEHHOE JIUIIO.

B3pox, BBIpBaBlHHfICH N30 PTa MYXKYUHEI.

Y BCKOpe OH ITOCMOTpEII Ha Hac C IUI0M, KOTOPOe, Ka3aloCh, 4YTO-TO 0CO3Haso. Cpa3y ke X0I0fHoe
BhIpaXkeHue nuia u3aMeHunoch Ha 180 rpagycos, Tak 4To y Hac He OBII0 BEIOOPa, KpOMe Kak
cMmyaThes. [Io CUX IOp OH Ka3asicsd MHE CBUPENEIM 3BEPEM, HO STOT YeJI0BEK HaxMypus 6poBu,
CMYIIAasCh, 3aTeM PaCIIUPUI 3Padyky U IPUKPBUI POT PyKaMHU.

'UYT10 970?"



«Pa3Be 9TO He IOTOMY, YTO MBI CJTUIITKOM MOJIOMHL...?»
'9T0 Tak?'

B oTnuuune oT Hac, KOTOphle HaBEpHSKa MOIJIM BULETh CUIIy3T YeJIoBeKa, s IogyMasia, 4To 3TOT
YyeJI0BEK, BO3MOXKHO, He CMOT Obl pa3riigfeTs Hamy Gurypy, Koropas HaXOOuIach PSOOM C JEPEBOM.

B 3TOT MOMEHT Yepe3 MyXK4YUHY IIPOIIINA PA3JIMYHEBIE BEIPDA2KEHNA, N3-3d Y€T0 XO0JIOAHAS S9HEPT U,
NCXOOHUBIIad HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Ha3a[l, IT0Ka3alaCh WJITI03UEH, 3aTeM OH MeJIeHHO BBEIOOXHYII.

«Om, 6oxe... HeoxupgaxHo...»

Mzt YCIIEIIIAIA TUXO0€E 60pMOTaHI/Ie MY2K4YWHEIL. OH cHOBa BCTPETHUIICA C HaMU B3rjIAg0M, KakK 6YHTO
HHUYero He IIPOM30IIIIO.

«3JTO0 OIacHO, TaK moyemMy OBl BaM He IOUTH ciofa?»
Ero pe3kuy TOH CMEHUJICA YCIIOKAuBaIOLIAM TOHOM.

TratensHO 06MyMaB 3TO, S ITOAyMaJsia, YTO 3TO MOXKeT OBITh 3a0aBHO IJIST 3TOT0 YeJIoBeKa, TakK Kak s
IpoKaJa B yIJIy C UCIyTraHHEIM JIMIOM. Korfa Mel He ocIabumy OOuTeIbHOCTh, My2KUYHHA, Ka3aJioCh,
Ha MTHOBEHMe 3alyMasiCs 0 UeM-TO, a 3aTeM MIPOTSHYI PyKH. ApaxKeH mo0IeqHeN OT
npuOIUXKALIIENCS PYKH CBEPXY U KPETKO BIEMUJICS B AEPEBO, YTOOHl YUTH OT 9TOTO YeJIoBeKa.

Mt Bcerma 60smuck 6oee KPYIHBIX JTIOfiel, Y4eM MBI, UAYIIAX CBEPXY, HO MBI HUUET0 He MOTJIU C
9THUM IIOfeNaTh U3-3a TOTO0, YTO cAefana Pypaxens. S 6B CKa3asa, YTO Hallle TOBEIEHUE 0CTAI0Ch
He3aMeueHHEIM, HO HaC HUKaK HeJlb3d OBIIIO HEe 3aMEeTUTh.

MyxK4rHa Ha MIHOBEHME 3aep3ajl pyKaMu OT Halllel Ype3MepHO# peakuuu. BMecTo TOro, 4TO6R!
ObITH HE[TOBOJIPHBIM HAIMMU OENUCTBUSIMHU, OH, TI0X0XKe, OblT 03ailaueH. Ml ObITU BCETO JIUIIIb
cnabbIMM MISITUNIETHUMU IeThMU. He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, KeM OB 3TOT YeJIOBEK, OH MOXKET OBITh
OTIaCeH, MM03TOMY S 3aKyCHJIa HUXKHIOI I'y0y, He 3a0biBast OITh OCTOPOKHOM.
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