ITpoxofs uepes3 T'yCTOM TPABSHOM JIeC, S HaKJIOHWIIACh ¥ OBUHYJIACH BIepe[. S mpomoaxkana uiaTH,
130 BCEX CHJI TPOOUBasiCh Yepe3 HeOObINYO IIeb Ha IyTH, B KOTOPYIO s He CMOTJIa Obl OMacCTh,
ecnu Obl He Oblyla pe6eHKoM. [Tpoiino coBceM HEMHOTO BpEMEHH C TeX II0p, Kak s mpo0upanach yepe3
TPaBy, I'Ie He OBUIO BUTHO HUKAKHUX CIIeTOB onel. I'aas Ha CuHy ApOXKeHa, s CIPOCHIIa.

"910 manexko?"
AprxeH, KOTOPHIM BEN MeHs 3a CO00M, B3BOJTHOBAHO IIOKAaval rojI0BOM.
"He oyens."

B utore mrI nmponyctunu oben. { HUYEro He MOrJa IOfenaTk, IIOTOMY 4TO Pypaxeinb, KoTopas,
Ka3aJIoch, OblJTa B 3aMKe, CHOBa yIIUTa. Ec/ii He ejla OHa, TO ¥ Hallla J0JIs ekl HaM He J0CTaBaJach.
Hes3aBucruMo 0T TOro, HaCKOJIbKO UMIIePaTOP UTHOPUPOBAN Hac, ObIsI0 OBl COBCEM APYTOE HEJ0, eCIH
ObI MBI YMEPIIH, ITIO3TOMY CIYTH TaKKe BHECIJIM CBOM BKJIal, KOTHa m03ab0THIINCE 0 efie Iy Pypaxers.

C mpyro¥ CTOPOHHI, 9TO 03HAYAJI0, YTO, €CJIM OHU He IPUTOTOBSAT eny s Pypaxenb, Mbl TOXe He
TIOJTyYHUM CBOIO IOJII0. Pypaxernb HeHaBuaeNla HeKaueCTBEHHYIO MUY, KOTOPYIO TOTOBUIIM €€ CIIyTH, U
TIOKHUMIaIa 3aMOK. braromapsi 3ToMy MbI OBITH KPOLIEYHBIMU [aXe s MSITUIeTHUX mneTed. CTaBIio Ha
TO, YTO 3TO IIPOU3IOIIIO IOTOMY, UTO ST HE MOTJIAa MHOTO €CTh B TOM BO3pACTe, KOTHa MBI HOIKHEI
OBLTH €CTh U TO ¥ 9TO. Y MEeHS 3aypyajio B XKHUBOTE, IOTOMY YTO s TOJIKOM HHUYETro He eJla Co
BYEpAIIIHero Bevepa.

"Mel npumu.”

CaMmu TOTO He 0CO3HaBas, MbI MPUOBUIM B MyHKT Ha3Ha4YeHus. Korga s HeHaBugena TpaBy, KOTopas
IIPOZI0JIZKaJia MeCTH II0 KpacHOi ropsiiiel paHe oT ygapa Pypaxens, ApfKeH ropo 3akpuyar,
yCTaBUB PYKU B OOKHU.

He6ompiias noTtaiiHas miouangb, CIpsITaHHAs MeXIy HEYX0XKEHHOM TpaBoi U T'yCTO PACTYLIUMU
IepeBbsIMU. ITO OBLIIO CEKPETHOE MECTO, 0 KOTOPOM 3Ha/IM TOJIBKO MHI 1BOe. Kak 6yaTo 3TO OBLIO
CO3[aHO MCKYCCTBEHHO, KpyTJas IJIoIiaab Okla [ Hac yOeXKuIneM, 0 KOTOPOM HUKTO He 3Hall.

...... MEI JaBHO 37eCh He ObUTH."
"IIBa roma?"
"Ml IPUIIUIN Clofa, KOrAa HaM OBIJIO TPH rofia, He Tak mu?"

Korga Ham ObLJIO TPH rofja, MBI HAIIJIM 9TO MECTO BO BpeMs ITellieil IPOryKu. TeM He MeHee,
IepeBbs, KOTOPBIE TOTIa Ka3aauCh TAaKUMM BEICOKUMU U OOJIBIIMMHU, TETIEPh HOBOJILHO HU3KHUE.

CoOcTBEHHO, ecyiu OBl MBI HE BCIIOMHHJIM 00 9TOM MeCTe BY9€Pa, HaC OBl 30eCh ceidac He OBIIO.

Pa3MBINIISIsE O TOM, YeM 3aHSThCS B IEHb HAIIETO POXKIEHMS, MBI CIIy4aiiHO BCIIOMHHUIIA 3TO
CEKpeTHOe MeCTO, KOTOPOe HAIIIM, KOrfaa HaM OBUIO TpH rofia. Torma Mel BpeMst OT BpeMeHH
TIPUXOIUIIA CIOfa ¥ YXOMUIHU. [IpegaBasich TYCK/IBIM BOCIIOMUHAHUSIM, 5 [IOMIHs/IA TOJIOBY U OTJIsiesa
[€PEBBSI.

"9TO NPUHOCUT IIJIOOHL."

Ha Moux cmoBax Ap)I}KEH IIOOHSJI TOJIOBY. Korpa muae OBLIIO TPpU rofga, g4 OblyIa CIIMIIKOM MaJIeHbKad,
YTOOHI JIA3UTH I10 OEePEeBbAM, HO HE ceityac. PsgoM ¢ 3aMKOM pociiu BCe peJKue (I)pYKTbI, KOTOp&BIE



coOupasny NUIlb U3peaKa.

"¢ 3ame3y Ha 3TO [epeBo." - CKa3ana s, KacasicCh fepeBa PyKOU. Y MeHs IOTEKJIX CIIIOHKH, Korga s
yBupmesna GpykT, KOTOPHIY 3aX0Tesa CheCThb, IIOTOMY 4TO Tonofana. OpykT Ha mepeBe, Ha KOTOPOE 5
cobupasack 3ane3Th, IPeACTaBIIsa COO0M ATUHHBIN IO XKEeJITOTO0 1IBETa, 110 BKYCY HAllOMUHAIOIIAN
CMeCh YEePHUKM U KIYOHUKH, KOTTIa TOT OBILJI OYHUIlEH OT KOXKYphl. Vi3 3TUX GPYKTOB MHI ieNianu
IIpa3gHUYHbIE TOPTH Ha Halll JeHb POXKOEHUS. ITO He OB BEICOKOKAaYeCTBEHHHBIN TUPOT U3 XJieba u
B30OUTHIX CJIUBOK, 9TO OBLI CHIPO#i CJIOM TecTa ¢ GPyKTaMu, HO OH ObLI CTOJIb 7K€ XOPOIIL.

AprxeH Takxke MOOLIEN K JEPEBY PSIIOM CO MHOM U MOJHSII TOJIOBY, YTOOK IIOCMOTPETh, YTO 3TO
Ol 3a GPYKT. 4 BOCIONIb30BaaCh 3a30pOM U B30Opanach Ha iepeBo, Ha KOTOPOe OOBIYHBIM JIIOAM
051710 OB TPYAHO 3a71€3Th. ITO OBIIO Halel ¢ ApKeHOM 0c000# CIIOCOOHOCTHIO, laXke KOora MBIl He
yMEeJHu J1a3UTh 110 IePEBbSIM.

CHauara s Oblna HGYKHIO}KGI;I, HO, HOHpOGOBaB IMapy pa3 3aJie3Th HaBePX, BHE3AIIHO 51 CIIYCTHUIIACh,
CTI0BHO 00e3bsTHKA. 91 OCTOPO2KHO IIPEOIIOJIOKHUIa, YTO IIPUYKUHA, 110 KOTOpOfI I[IATUIIETHUE JETH,
KOTOpEIE OBLITM MEHBIIIEe CBOMX CBEPCTHHUKOB, MOT'JIX JIETKO JIa3UTE 110 AE€PEBLAM, 3aK/II04YaJIaCh B TOM,
4YTO B UX XKHUJIaX T€KJla KOPOJIEBCKas KPOBb.

V3 Bcero, 4To y MEHS XOPOIIIO IOJIyYaeTcs, ST X04y JIAa3UTh 110 IEePEBhsIM, KakK BaM 3T0? YTO XOPOIIIO,
TO X0poio. PPyKTHI JIETKO ONafaii, ¥ BCKOPE MOCjie 3TOT0 OblI0 COGPAHO YIOBIETBOPUTEIBLHO
6ombII0€ KOJTMYECTBO IIJIOMOB.

"BRIrNIAOUT BKYCHO."

4 cena psmoM ¢ ApIKeHOM B IMOIXOOSINEM MeCTe W MBI Hadajld YMNCTUTh COOPAHHbIE HaMH IIJIOOEI
CBOMMHU KPOIIIEYHHIMM py4KaMu. [I0 cCpaBHEHUIO C TEMH, YTO IIPOJAI0TCS B COBPEMEHHBIX
cylepMapKeTax, OT 9TUX OTPOMHEBIX, CaXapHbIX ¥ BKYCHBIX (PYKTOB y MEHS TEKJIU CITIOHKH.

4 cena HanpoTuB ApaXkKeHa U CTajla pa3jlaXkuBaTh KeCTKUe GPYKTHl Ha 60bioi nuct. [locpenu
3TOTO 5 TIOOHECIIa KycoueK (ppyKTa Ko pTy ApaxKeHa, HO ApfiKeH cobupascs cienaThb TO Xe, UTO U §,
¥ MIPOMAOJIKAJ JepkKaTh KYCOUeK B PyKe, TTISIOS MHe B I'1a3a. 4 MmoJioxkuia B poT GPYKT, KOTOPHIH
TIBITAJICS JaTh MHE APAXKEeH, U BEPHYJIach K TOMY, UTO COOMpasiachk CAeIaTh B IEePBYI0 04epeb.

"C mHEM poxpeHusd, ApueH."
"C mHEM poxpmeHus."

Cups Ha 3eMJie C TPy[oM GPYKTOB IIOCepenuHe s MOIy4yua Mo3paBieHre oT ApAXKeHa, 1 OTBETHUIIA
eMy TeM Xe. DTOT IeHb POXKAEeHUs OB TOIBKO /IS HaC JBOUX, KOTOPHIX HUKTO OBl HE MO3APaBHUII.

k¥ekkkk

Habmiomast 3a cBeTOM, ITPOOHBAIOIIUMCS CKBO3b IEPEBDS, S CTPSAXHYJIA C PYK JIUIIKUN COK. BBIIO Tak
MHOTO HEeKTapa, YTO COK, CTEKABIIKW 110 MOUM 3allSCThIM, y2Ke HaMO4YUJI MOU pyKaBa. CMyTHO
IPUIIOMHUHAS, YYTh JaJIbIIe OTCIONA MOIKHO OBITH MECTO, T{Ie eCTh ITOTOK BOIHL.

Korpga s mopHsIach, 4TOOH IIOUTH TIOMBITH PYKH, ApIKeH pacTepsiHHO TOCMOTPeN Ha MeHS.
«Trl Kygma?»

ApnxeH nogHsn GUOIETOBHY QPYKT IIepefo MHOMU.



"[IoMBITB pyKH."

Y Hac ObUTH IOX0KKe BKYCH B efie. Ha caMoM fienie, HEJOCTATOYHO CKa3aTh, YTO OHU IIOX0XKUE,
TIOTOMY 4YTO OHM OBLIM aBCOMIOTHO OMMHAKOBEIMU. Briaromapsi 3ToMy, Cpefu CI0XKEeHHBIX (PYKTOB
HEKOTOPHIX yKe He ObI0. ApaKeH cobupascs YKYCUTh IJION B PyKe, HO BMECTO 3TOT'0 B3TJISIHYII Ha
MEHS U CKa3all.

«f Toxe upy.»
«Torpga cKopee MOOHUMAKCST.»

Ecnu mogyMats, TO ITOCTe ITePepPoXKAeHUs, XOTh MOXKET 3TO U He UMeeT 0CO00T0 CMEICTIA, Y MEHS €CTh
OJHA CIIOCOOHOCTH, KOTOPAS BIIMCHIBAETCS B 3TOT (PIHTE3UMHBIA MUP. ECiu ApakeH HaXOOUTCS B
TI0JIe MOET0 3PEHMUsI, I MOTY Pa3roBapuBaTh C HUM MBICJIEHHO, He IIPOM3HOCS HU CJI0Ba. Takxke ObIIO
1 1 ApaxKeHa.

[ToCKOMBKY NMUIKKH PPYKTOBHIM COK ITPOIOIKAJI MOYUTE MO0 OfeK[Y, S MOIMBITaIach YOeOgUuTh
AppxeHa IIOTOPOTIMTHLCS, YAAPUB €T0 HOTOM 110 SrofgullaM, ToKa TOT BCE elll€ cumes Ha KOPTOYKax.

[To moemy TpeGoBaHUIO0 APIKEH BCTall, TIOCMOTPEST Ha CBOU JIUTIKME PYKU U HaXMYPHUIICS.
"OTO BKYCHO, HO, KaXXeTCs, I CTaj IePBOOBITHEIM XKUBOTHHIM. "
"3Haenb, Tl He MOXKeIlb BEPHYTHCS U B3ATh BUJIKY."

ApJI}KeH TAKXK€ KUBHYII, TOBOPDsI, YTO OH OJOJIZKE€H BEIHECTH 3TOT UTOT COOBITHH, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH CaM €]l
9TO PYKaMH. dc HeTepPIIeHUueEM OI'JIAaeIIach, YTOOHI YBHUIOETE, B KAKOM HAIIPABJIEHWH Te€4YeT II0TOK, U,
HaKOHEI], HalllJla CJIEN.

"Harmmma."

Kak 6YI[TO 3To OBlsIa gopora, 4 3aMeTHJIa CJIedbl, BEIPE3aHHEIE Ha NepeBe KaMHIMU. Crnengi,
PacCIIOJIO2KEHHEBIE HUXKE Apn}KeHa, 1 MOH POCT, Ka3aJIOCh, TOBOPUIIX HaM, HACKOJIbBKO MEL OBLITH
MaJIEHbKHE, KOrJa UCKaJIh 3TO MECTO B TO BPEMHI.

ApI[}KeH YKa3alJl ITaJiblieM Ha OJePEeBO U IIOJIOZKHUJL HOI[60pOJIOK MHe Ha IJ1e40, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETH, HE
Hallllla JIN 4 KaKI/IX-HI/I6y'JII:> CJIeJOB, KaK OH.

"M&1 OBITTE OUEeHb MaJIeHbKMMHU, KOTIa HaM OBIJIO TPH rofa."

A mna mo TPOIIe, C BCIIJIBIBAIOIIXMMHU BOCIIOMUHAHUAMMU O TOM, KdK A BEIPp€3adJla 3T 3HAKU CBOMMU
MaJIEHBKMUMHU DY4YKdMH. Moe Ts2Ke0€e OeTCTBO TOTO CTOHUIIO.

Crneqbl OT MaJTIeHbKOM IETCKOM PYKU BCE eIre OBl CUIBHO BUIHHI.
"9T0 mocnenHee MecTo?"
IIA'?II

B oTnuuure OT OAPYyrux AepeBbeB CO 3HAKaMU, UMEBIINX (GOPMY ATUHHON CTPEJIKH, Mbl OCTAHOBUIIKCH,
KOTZla YBU[Ie/IM [IepeBo, Ha KOTOpPoM Orlia BhIpe3aHa Iiybokas oTMeTKa X. Korma s moBepHya
T'0JIOBY HEMHOTO B CTOPOHY, T'Ie TEIIEIN COTHEYHBIM CBET JIUJICS BHU3, KaK Oy[TO JieCc 3aKOHYHIICS,
IIPO3PAYHBIN ITOTOK BOMBI, TEKYIIHMH 10 HUM, IPUBIIEK MOE BHUMAaHUe.



Hp03pa‘-IHaH YHCTad BOOa OTPazxKalla COJIHEYHBIN CBET U MepIajia, II0Ka IIyM IITHUI] U BE€TPa,
IMOOMETAIOIIEro TpaBy, IOHOCHUIICA OO MOUX ymeﬁ

"MHI maBHO 37ech He ObLIn."
"M#I He OBLIIM 3[IeCh C TPEX JIeT."

¢ moporinia K Bofie U IpHcelia Ha KOPTOoYKu. Korga s oKyHysa pyKd B BOAY, XOJIOfAHAs Bofa IIPOIIia
110 MOMM pyKaM.

"9T0 BCE ¥ MeHS B pyKase."
"Tlomoumou croma."

Korpa s mouusna pyku, 1 3aMeTuIa JIMIIKKAYM KpacHbIM HEKTap Ha pyKaBse. brarogaps aToMy g
BCIIOMHMJIA O IIPAYMHE IIOUCKOB 3TOTO MeCTa ¥ OKyHYJla KOHEIl pyKaBa B BoAy. CJI0BHO HEIOBOJIbHBIN
MOUM HEYKJII0XKUM IIOTUPaHUEM pyKaBa OJHOU PYKOU, Ap[XKeH CXBaTUJI MEHS 3a PyKas, ClerkKa
HaMOYeHHBIN B BOTE.

4 nymana, 4TO MSATHO He BHIMAET, HO, K CYACThIO, OHO OBICTPO CTEPJIOCH, U I[BET UCYES.
"9T0 0OHO M3 HEMHOT'UX IIJIaTheB, KOTOPHIE Y MEHS eCTh, TaK 4TO 5 JOJIKHA ero CrnacTu."

4 BBIZKaJIa BOOY U3 IOTYCKHEBIIET0 PyKaBa U CUJIbHO B3MaXHyJja PYKOH, YTOOBI CTPSIXHYTh JIUIIHIOK
Biary. ComnHIle IPUSATHO IPUTPEBAJIO, TaK YTO CKOPO JOJIKHO OBITIO BEICOXHYTh.

"THI HEe CMOXKeIllh HOCUTh ero, eC/I¥ CTaHellb 0oble."

YcnbinaB S3BUTEIbHEIE CTI0Ba ApIKeHa, s CJIerKa BHIISTHIIA TYOBl M OMYCTHIIA TOJIOBY, YTOOHI
TIOCMOTPETHL Ha CBOIO OJI€XKAY.

"OHO OBIJTO KPACUBEIM, HO 3TO OYEHb IIJI0XO0."

OHO uneanbHO MOOXOOUT MHE HaxkKe celyac, HO 3TO U TaK IOHSTHO , 4TO s O0JIbIlle HE CMOTY €ro
HOCHTB, €CJIU ITOJIPOCTY.

Kak 6bl MaJyio MBI HU €11, IEeTU BCE PAaBHO BHIPACTyT. He mpocTo Kakoe-To TaM IJIaThe, a JIETKOoe
T1aThe U3 Gop3uLuyU OBII0 ODHUM U3 HEMHOTHX [IEHHBIX Belllel, KOTOPhle y MeHs Obiu. 51 mymana,
YTO MOXKHO Oy[eT UCII0Ih30BaTh €T0 [T03Ke, ecyiu YOy XOPOIIIO er0 XPaHUTh, TIOTOMY YTO 3TO OBUIa
ofexkma, KOTOPYIO 5 TOJTy4nsia, Korpa Obiyia 00ecrie4eHHOM.

Korga ApaxeH yBUeN, YTO 5 3aKOHYKJIA MBITh PYKH, OH IOOHSJICS C KoJieH. [Ipuces, g OTpSIXHYyIa
PyKaMu TpaBy C Kpas IJIaThs. APKeH B3[JOXHYII, KaK eCjiu OBl OH YTO-TO Halesn. 51 mpocnenusa 3a
B3IJISIIOM Ap[KeHa, rajiasi, Ha YTO OH CMOTPHUT.

"ApueH.

"Yro, Apgxen?"
"9T10 OHO, ma?"
"Yro?"

"IlepeBo, C KOTOPHIM MBI UTPasIu."



ApmxeH yKa3ajl Ha [epPeBo C KPACUBEIMU CHHUMH JTUCThIMU. OHO OBIZI0O HEMHOT'O BEIIIE JIPYTUX
IepeBbeB, ero cTe0Iu XOPOIIo BEIPOCH, 0e3 Kakux mu0o 00j1e3Hel U paH.

"f1 He Mor 3ane3Th Ha (GPYKTOBLIE JepPeBbs, II03TOMY $ [10J1e3 Ha HEero AJI YBePeHHOCTH."
"T®l 4yTh He ynan."

IepeBo, C KOTOPHIM MBI UT'Pajid, IPEACTao Iepes HaMH, KOTa Mbl TIOAHSIJIA TOJIOBHL BhIllle. Kak pa3 B
3TO BpeMsi, 51 BCTPETUIIACh B3TISIAOM C AP[IZKEHOM U PacCMesiziach, a 3aTeM 0e3 JIUIIHUX CJI0B
TIOJOIIIA K IEPERY.

Korma MeI ObITH MITAfIIe, 3TO IePeBO Ka3aloCh TaKUM OOJBIIKMM, HO TeIeph, KOTfa s ero BUXKY, He
IyMaro, YTO MBI CMOXKEM B306paThCsl HAa HETO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MBI MacTepa J1a3aTh II0 IePEBbSM.
B03M0KHO, OH yMas 0 TOM K€, HO KOTfla 51 CXBaTHUJIaCh 3a IepeB0 06euMu pyKaMu, ApixKeH
OCTAHOBHJI MEHS B35IB 3a 3aIsCThE.

"“TrI mone3ewb BBepXx?"
"Ta."

"Mokyma?"

"A mOKyfha Thl XO4YelIh?"

['nsmst BBepX U3-TIOM IepeBa, s MOTJia BUNETh TOJILKO CUHKE MUCThs. Ho g 3Hana, Ha YTO 3TO ITOX0XKe,
IPSATaThCS CPEOU JINCTHEB ¥ CMOTPETH Ha MUP CBepXy BHU3. Kak mrTuila, neTsimas B HeOe, U JIOIMas,
Oeryimas 10 MO0, MUP Ka3aJjICsd OTKPBITHIM. MBI, BCerfia OrpaHUYeHHbIe U 3aKII0YEHHBIe, TaK
MIO0UIH TTefi3aK, YTO He 3Ha/Id, YTO HaM JeslaTh.
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