[JA'Xa...

Co3HaHue Biap BHE3alHO BEPHYJIOCH, ¥ OHA OTKPEIIA r1a3a.E€ pa3MbIToe 3peHue MOCTEEHHO
TTPOSICHUJIOCH, U TIOSIBUIICS HE3HAKOMBIH MTOTOJIOK.

0 Her, HeT. 3TOT y30p......

Bnap, rasaps Ha y30p Ha IMOTOJIKe, BCIIOMHMIIA YTO 3TO OBIT IIOTOJIOK MMITIEPAaTOPCKOI0 ABOpIIa e OHa
JKUJIA 0O 3aMyKeCTBa.

«IToueMy 51 B UMIIEPATOPCKOM [IBOPIIE?»

E€ nmocnemHUM BOCIIOMUHaHKEM ObIJIO HalafleHWe BOOPYKEHHOTO IIPECTYIIHUKA Ha BUJIIE B
TomnpinITeliHe, BOAIX OT CTOJIHIIHL

Ecnu OBl OHA He yMepIia, TO e clemoBao Obl TIEYUTHCS TaM, HO IT0 KaKOK-TO IIPUYMHE OHA OKa3allach
B UMIIEPATOPCKOM [BOPIIE.

OHa He 3HaJa, YTO IIPOK30IIIJI0, HO ceiidac B rojioBe biap Oblyia TOIBKO OfHA MBICIIb.

— A3uonb!

«MoW MahII, S yBepeHa, OH OBl Havasl MCKATh CBOI0 MaMy, KaK TOJIBKO ITPOCHYJTICS».

brap mocmelnHo BeTana ¢ KpoBaTH U MOAOIIIa K ABepUu.B 5TOT MOMEHT BEph OTKPHIJIaCh HAPYXKY.
[Ax. Brl mpocHynuch, Bamie BricouecTBo? 4 Kak pa3 coOupasach Bac pa30youTh

9To Oblyla MUYHAS ropHUYHas bnap, JIunHa.

JInHa, KoTOpas C IOHHIX JIeT CIyxKuia Biap Bo ABOpIle MPUHIIECCH, 3aBOeBasia e€ JOBepue u
TI0CIefIOBasia 3a HeM, maxe Mmocie eé 3aMykeCcTBa.

s Brnapa oHa Obljla JOBEpPEHHBIM JIMIIOM MHOTHA KaK CecTpa, a UHOTa Kak JpyT.
— JIuHa, a 4TO HAacueT A3mana?

— A3uane?

— Ia, A3u3anb, rage MOM MaJibII?

] KTo 3T0?

JIiHa HaKJIOHUIIa TOJIOBY U HM3Oalla HeOOoIbIII0e BOCKIUIIAHNE, KaK GYJITO YTO-TO IIPHUIIIO B T'OJIOBY C
OIIO30daHUEM.

[0 O, aTo cry4aitHo He UMSI TOTO KOTa KOTOPHIM yKe HEKOTOPOEe BPEMS IIHHIPSIET 110 3aTHEMY
OBOPY,A3U37IB?

Brnap, KoTopas 6blyia Ype3BHYaliHO YYBCTBUTENIbHA, HAXMYPHUIIACh.
[JIuHa, Yy MEHs cedyac HeT HaCTPOEHUS IIyTUTh. A3U3JIb, TIEe MOU CBHIH?

[] A? Bami crig?



JIuHa CMYIIIEHHO MOPTHYIIA.

— BrI X0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO y BaIIET0 BEICOYECTBA, KOTOPHIM €Il€ He 3aMyKeM, eCThb ChIH?
[ Yro?— cmpocuna bnap, Moprasiiias B 3aMellIaTeIbCTBE.

Tonbko Torma bnap noHsna, uto JInHa Ha3biBana e€ «Baiite BeicouecTBo».

— JIuHa, CKOIIBKO MHE JieT?

JIvHe TOKA3aJI0Ch CTPAHHBIM, YTO Bap BOPYT 3a0biyia 0 CBOEM BO3pPACTe, HO 3TO OBLT HE CIIOKHEBIH
BOITPOC, TIO3TOMY OHA OTBETHJIA CPa3y.

[IB saTom rogy BaM MCIONHUIOCEH 20. BEI JOCTUIIM COBEPIIEHHONIETHS IBa MeCsIia Ha3af.
«Epynpa.»

Korma Brap momymarna, y Heé He OBLIO APYTroTo BHIOOPa, KpoMe KaK MPU3HATh, YTO 3TO aGCypHoHOe
IIPE/IO0JIOKEeHNEe CTAI0 PEaTbHOCTHIO.

«f BepHymnach Ha 3 rofga Ha3apm!»

o poxpenus A3u3Jisg U 10 TOrO, KaK OHA BHILIIA 3aMYX 3a XapAuHa.
Skskskskkskk

Bnap omenach u moiia Ha 00efl, faxe He YCIeB MPUNTH B ce0sl.

910 OBlNa ceMelHas Tpale3a, IPOBOAMMAS Pa3 B HEeJIo C yyacTueM MBaHa, uMmmeparopa u 6para u
Katpunsl maTepu.

[Iporino yxe ceMb JIET CO OHSA CMEPTU IIOKOWHOI0 UMIIepaTopa, CO3aBIIEro TaKyl CEMENHYIO
TPAUIMIO, HO TPA[ULIUS COXPaHseTCs, KakK OBl IpofoIkas Hacjeaue MOKOMHOT0 KMIlepaTopa.

Ho mbicnu Briapa Oblid 3aHSATH APYTUM.

«f mymarna, 4TO yMepiia, HO 1 BEpHYJIach B IIpouuioe... 4 yMepia unu crato?Unu 1o, 4TO g1 CYUTAI0
OymymuM, — 3TO COH?»

BJ'ISp, XKeBaBlIllad eny, MOHATHUSA He UMed, KaKOBa OHa Ha BKYC, U OI'JIAbIBasACh Ha3a[ Ha CBOU
BOCIIOMHWHAHNA, IIPHUIIIIA K BEIBOOY.

«HeT, 9T0 OBLT HE COH!»

«$1 HE MOTY OOBSICHUTD 3TO CJIOBAMH, HO 3TO OBIT HE IIPOCTO COH.»

«T'onmoc A3uarisi, 30BYIIMM MEHS, TEIJIO ero 00bSITUM, er0 JIUIO0... BCe 3TO TaK SIPKO!»
«Tak 4TO 3TOT MOMEHT KaxKeTcs elfe 0ojiee mMyCTHIM. »

«MoU MarbIL....... »

XoTs 0Ha yymecHEIM 06pa30M BepHYJIAch B IIPOIIJIOE, 3Ta PeanbHOCTh 6e3 A3uans Ka3ajnach biap
azmoM.



Kak 6yaTo peOEHOK, KOTOPHIH OB €€ HafekKA0H, e€ KHU3HbI0, OYKBaJIbHO BCEM, B ONHO MTHOBEHUE
1CYe3 B UTPE BPEMEHU.

910 OBIN0 Tak, Kak biap Oblyia OBl TIOXOPOHEHHOU B MYCTOTE.

[ [IpuHLecca.

JIugHa, KOTOpas XKpaaja 03afayu €€, o3Baja bisp TUXUM rojocoM U MOJI0KHUTIA PYKY el Ha IJIedo.
Bnap HakoHeI-ToO mpuiia B ceds.

(] Bame BenugecTtBo 30BET Bac, bnap.

Katpuna cMmoTpesna Ha Brap ¢ pa3npaKE€HHEIM BhHpaXXKeHUEeM JIALaA.

II71s1 He€ e€ CHIH, CTABIIKMH UMIEPATOPOM, ObIII TPOGEeM ¥ HCTOYHUKOM FOPHOCTH, PAfy NOCTHRKEHHUS
KOTOPOT'0 OHA IT0XKEPTBOBAJa CBOEH KU3HBIO.

WruopupoBath 3TOT Tpodeit OBIJI0 PABHOCUIBHO OTPUIIAHUIO BCEN €€ XKU3HMU.
«4l IOJIHOCTBIO OTBIIEKJIACH OT Pa3roBopa. YTo-To CIy4UIOoChH?»
[ ITpoury npoieHne, NPOILIION HOUYbI0 MHE IIPUCHUIICS TPEBOXKHEIN COH... O YeM Bbl TOBOPUJIU?

[l Huuero oco6eHHOT0, TPOCTO XOPOIIIO IIOATOTOBLCS, YTOOH TBOM Opak c repioroM [lenb Mapk He
HCIIOPTHIICS.

ViBan roBopui o TeMe Gpaka, KOTOPYI0 OH HUKOTHa He o0cyxKman ¢ brnap, kak 6yATo 3TO HE UMEJI0
0OJIBIIIOTO 3HAYEHUS.

I'ma3a Brsp pacmupumnuch 0T yausneHus.OH TOBOPUIL B IIOJI CUJIEL
[ { yxXe 3aKOHUMJI paccka3s. { gan eMy COBET, I03TOMY OH He
OTKaXeTCH.

910 OBINa TOMOJIBKA, KOTOPAst COCTOs/Iack 6e3 eqUHOTO CJI0Ba OT BI3p, y4acTBOBABIIETO B HEH
yesioBeKa.lBaH, KOTOPEIN CUEN YIUBIIEHHOE BHIpaXKeHue JTuIlla BiIap mpu3HaKOM HETIPUSTHS 3TOTO
Opaka, OBICTPO m0OaBHUIT:

01 Bepro, YTO TH He CKaXKeIllh TAKUX HEe3PEIIbIX Belllel, KaK YTBePKIeHHe, YTO Tebe He HPaBsATCS
Opaku 110 PacyeTy.

[0 OH mOBOJIBHO XOPOIIUY [IapEHb, HET, OH JIyYIIUY XKeHuX. [10 Bcell UMIepUu eCTh KEHIIUHEI,
KOTOpPHIE XOTAT MOTaHIleBaTh C reprorom Jlenb Mapk.

[] Bam 6pak - 9T0 He MPOCTO GpakK MeXAy MyKYUHOMU U XKeHIUHON. OH NTpefHa3Ha4YeH OIS
yIy4lIeHNs OTHOLIEHUY MEXAY CEMbSIMH, I03TOMY THI JOJI2KHA 3HaTh KaKyl OTBETCTBEHHOCTh KakK
IIPUHIIECCA CTPAHHI Thl HECEIb...

ViBaH u KaTpuHa B3s1u Ha ce0s1 MHUIMATUBY U Hamanu Ha biapa, Kak OyATO OHA XOTejIa MoKa3aTh
CBOE Hecorjacue ¢ 3TUM OpakoM.

YBumeB peaknuio ABYX Iiofel, biap BcrioMHKIIa BOCIIOMUHAHUS U3 IIPOIILIOTO.



«MHe XKab Orop4atsh BaC,HO 4 HE X049y BEIXOOUTH 3aMy}K!>>

[Tepen Bo3BpalleHueM B Ipouioe, 51sp oTKa3anach BEIMTYA 3aMyXK 3a XapAuHa [IpU TeX XKe
obcTosTenbcTBax.byap, Bcerna MokKOpHO nMoguuHsBIIascsa MBany u KaTpule, BliepBble BOCCTaa.

910 OBINIO He TIOTOMY, UTO ei He HpaBuJicsa XapauH. biap gyBcTBoBasna cebst HeKoMGOPTHO U Oosnach
ero. C Toro oHs,KakK [ecsiTh JIeT Ha3aj IIPOU30LIEN IT0XKap BO ABopIe MMIepaTpuIls.

0 4 By 3aMyX.

Brap B 9TOM XXKM3HU OTpearupoBaja WHaye, yeM B Ipouuioi. Kak Bcerma nepep
BO3BpallleHHeM, I0OJYNHUTECh TPHKa3aM MBaHa.

] 9To Bong Bamrero BenudecTBa, MO3TOMY g [OJIXKHA € CIIe[0BaTh.

OpHako e€ riia3a OTIMYAIUCh OT IIPEeXHUX.B 9ToM XK1U3HM ¥ He€ Oblla MPUYKMHA BEIUTH 3aMyXK 3a
XapauHa.

Skkskskokkskskokkskokkkok

3akoHuYMB 00e[ ¥ BEPHYBILKCH BO IBOPEL ITpHHIIeCCH, JInHa 6pocuiia GLICTPHIN B3I Ha biap.
— BBl ceropmHs BHITTIIAUTE HHAYe, 4eM 00BIYHO... YTO-TO CITyYMIIOCH?

OpHako, Kak Onuxaiiias TOpHUYHAs, OHa 3Hasla 0 KaXXaoM Iare biap.

Ilo BUepalIHero Beuepa Bce HUYeM He OTIMYaJIoCh OT OOBIYHOTO.

OHa npoCTO THXO CIajia B CBOEU KOMHATe U IPOCHYJIach, TakK YTO 3a 3TO BPEMs HUYEro He MOIJIO
IIPOU30UTH.

Cxkopee, el UHTEPECHO, IIOKKPOBaa i Biap uctopus o 6pake ¢ XapauHOM, KOTOPYIO OHA YCJIkIIIaja
cerogHs Ha obere.

Oprako Brisp 3Ta HOBOCTH, [TI0X0XKeE, He 3aTPOHYIIA.
— HerT, ckopee... y MeHs HaCTpOeHUe JIyullle, YeM YTpoM!
JIvHa HaKJIOHUIIA TOJIOBY.

XoTs 3TO OBIIO MO TOTO, KaK OHA BOIIIA B IMIIEPATOPCKUY [IBOPEI], OHAa 3Hajla, YTO OTHOIIEHHUS
Mexay repiorom [enb MapK 1 UMIEPaTOPCKOM CEMbEN OBbIIIM MTOXUMHU.

Y rBO31b B IBEPH 3THX IJIOXHUX OTHOLIEHWH 3a0MJI MHIIMAEHT C II0KAapOM BO JBOPIIE
uMIepaTpullbl. bpak OBIT PEIéH B OMHOYACke C CeMbEM OJTM3KUX POICTBEHHUKOB, ¥ OH, KaXKeTCs, B
XOPOIIIEM HaCTPOESHHH.

Y orua Bnap, mokoiiHOTo nMIepaTopa ObIJIO iBEe KEHIIUHEL, UMIIepaTpuila dcMepasbia U BTopas
umneparpuia Karpusa.

OpHako nepBasi UMIepaTpulla y2Ke HeCKOIbKO j1eT Oblyia 0e30eTHOM, U HaJIOXKHUIIEH, KOTOPYIO OH
IIpUBeJIa 0 9TOM MpUYKHe, OblyTa

uMnepaTpuila Karpuna.Korga oHa Boita Bo mBopel], KaTpuHa, KoTopas Oblfla IILITaHKOM He UMeTa



HHU BJIMSAHWSA, HU BIIaCTH, HO KOT'lda OHA POOXJIa ChIHA HBaHa, GBICTpO CTaJIu IIOSABIIATBECA 2KEJIaloIIue
YLUEIUTHCA 3d BJIACTE.

[To Mepe TOTO KaK KOHMIUKT BOKPYT 9TUX [IBOUX YCUIMBAJICS, BOSHUKIIA IIOJIUTUYECKAs
KOH(pOHTauus, B IleHTPe KOTOPOU OKa3anuch JcMepanbaa U Katpuna.Tem He MeHee nepBas
uMnepartpuiia aobuna bisp, 1o4b CBOEro MONUTUYECKOTO OMIIOHEHTa, KaK POJHYIO NOYb.

[To xpaliHel Mepe, Ha MePBbIM B3TJIAM TaK Ka3aaock. [I0Ka He IPOU30IIEN «TOT MHIUAEHT».Bo
OBOPIIE UMIIEPATPHULLI BCIBIXHYJI II0XKap, B pe3yabTaTe KOTOPOro UMIlepaTpulla AcMepaibaa yMepa,
a bnap cepbe€3HO nMocTpamana, HaXOOUBIIKNKCS ¢ Hel.M3-3a moka biap noTepsina mamMmsaTh 0 TOM
BpeMeHU.VIMIlepaTop 3asBUB, YTO Y3HAET IIpaBAy O TOM KTO 00UfIeN ero o4b U B pe3yjbTaTe BCe
o0cTosiTenbCTBa OBIIM yKa3aHbl Ha UMIIepaTPUIly dcMepanbay. buomorudeckas ceMbsi ICMepasbah,
repuor [lenb MapK, OIIPOBEPT PE3yJIbTaThl, 3agBUB, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO,HO B KOHEYHOM UTOTe
MMIIePaTPUIy TOXOPOHUIIN KaK IpenaTenbHuIy.Ee eIMHCTBEHHBIM IIEMSIHHUKOM OblT XapauH.

Brap, KoTopas cTaja HeXXeJlaHHOM U MPSMOU KepTBOM MHIUEHTa, Obl/la HEJOBOJIbHA €€ OpakoM C
repuesoM Jlens Mapk.

O6ecnokoeHnHas JIuHa B3si/a MajbTO U MOIMLITAIACh 3aTOBOPHUTE C Hel, HO Bi1ap 3aroBopusia mepBox.
[] JIuHa.
0 Oa?!

(IToxany#cTa, IPUILIKUTE KOTO-HUOYb K repuory [lens Mapk. 4 BCcTpedych C HUM 3aBTpa. Ecnu oH
3aHAT, TO MOXKaJyicTa, COO0MKUTEe MHE MTOAXOIAIIYIO AaTy.

[To komanpe Bnap ria3a JIMHE pacIIupUINCh OT YOUBIIEHUS.
— BBl X0THTE BCTPETUTHCA € reprioroM [enbs Mapk?
— Iloyemy THI Tak yauBieHa?

910 moTomy, uTo bnap usberan ero maxe Ha 6aHKeTe B 4eCThb [Ipa3gHUKA ypoxKas HECKOJIBKO
MecsileB Ha3ajl.

«Yro x, Bame BenmuuecTBo, JOIXKHO OBITH, YTO-TO 3amyMarsal»
JIMHa Tak mogymarla ¥ OTBETHIIA.
[0 O, 9TO HUYETOo CTPAIIHOTO. {1 MOIIII0 KOTO-HUOYIb MOUTH.

JlvHa BHIIIIA U3 KOMHATHI, a B9p ocTaBUIMCh OHA B KOMHATE BHITJISIHYIA B OKHO.BCKOpe GBI
3aMedeH COMPOBOKIAIOIINMA, BRIE3KAIOIIMH M3 IBOPIA IPHUHIIECCH B KapeTe.

Bnap nmomyMara o Biamesibiie repIorcKOro AoMa, Kyaa [oJikKHa Obla mprexaTh Kapeta. M o
IPEeKPacHOM peGEHKeE, TIOX0KUM Ha HETO.

Bnap, 3anoMHuUBIIAS 3TO JIUIO, [T0JI0XKUIIA PYKY Ha XKUBOT.
«4l cmenaTh Bce, 4YTOOBI CHOBA YBUAEThH A3U3s!»

«Jlaxe eClu 9TO «4YTO-TO» — IIOBTOpPEHUE MO€eH C HUM Y2KaCHO OIIMHOKOM



CeMeUHOU XKU3HU.»
Torma el ocTaBanoch coefiaTh TOJIBKO OfHO.— CHOBa 0/1aromnoIy4YyHo BEIUTH 3aMyXK 3a XapauHa!

Ecnu 3T0 nipeficka3aHHoe OyAyllee U 9TO IIpaBaa, YTO OHa BePHYJIACh B IIPOIIJIOE, TO OH OYIET Teub
COTJIaCHO YCTAaHOBIIEHHOMY ITOTOKY.

Ho Bnap He x0Tesna 0CTaBIATh IIAHCOB Ha TO, YTO OH HE CTAHET €€ MyXKeM.
«$41 00s13aTENbHO BCTPEUY CBOET'0 MaJIkillla CHOBA!»

Ee rnaza, morepssimnue 01eck, CHOBa 3a01eCTenu.
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