— Ax, 310 rap;[epoﬁHaﬂ... — oTMeTuIa JIn3, 3aX00s B COCEIHIOI0 KOMHATY.

[TomerneHue OBITIO TE-TO Pa3a B YETHIPEe MEHbIIe IOKOEeB UMIIePaTopa, a BOOJb CTeH ObIIH
BBICTPOEHHI PSIIEL C OfIeKO0M. B cTeHe MOXKHO OBbIJIO 3aMETHUTh JIMIIb OHO MaJIeHbKOe KPYTiioe
OKOIIIKO [IJIs1 BEHTUJISIIIUN Pa3MepPoM KaK CJI0OKEHHBIe KPYyroM pyku JIus. YToOH CoJHIle He
BBICBETJIUJIO XPaHSIIKMeCs Hapsabl, OKHO OBIJIO IPUKPHITO 3aHaBeCKON. CUANC OOHUM OBUKEHHEM
CMAaxHYJI €€ B CTOPOHY, ITO3BOJIUB JIy4y CBETA MPOpPe3aTh KOMHATY 10 JUArOHA/IKM, OCBETUB €r0
cepeOpstHBIE BOJIOCH Hanbojiee CKa30YHBIM CIIOCOO0M.

3aMeTHO HepBHHUYAs, PHIAph TPOU3HEC:
— IIycTh oHO OymeT ¥ B UMIIEPCKOM CTHUJIe, HO II03BOJIb HaYaTh PUTYaJl IOMOJIBKH.
— VM, HaM He HYXKeH CBUIETeIb? — YTOUHMIa JIN3, CYuTast, YTO KaK MUHUMYM OOMH HEOOXOMMM.

— Ero BenuuecTBO 0Ka3as OBl HAaM 4eCTh, HO OH He MOXKET TOBOPHUTh. A pa3 3TO TOJILKO BpeMeHHas
TIOMOJIBKA, S CY€JI, YTO BBl IIPEAIoUYTETe 000U THCH 6e3 cBumeTene. [ puTyasna Bcé-Taku Tpedyercs
TIOIEJIYH, MyCTh TOJIBKO U KOHUYMKOB IIaJIbIIEB.

OH OBITT ITpaB. PUTyan uMIepcKoi MoMOJIBKY TpeGoBasl IOATBEPKAECHUS, UTO €T0 YYACTHUKH OyIyT
yBazKaTh U ITOYUTATh CBOU 0bOelIaHuss — 0053aTeNbCTBO IOBEPX 06eTa. [Tolienyii KOHUMKOB IaJbIIEB
SIBJISITICSI TTIOATBEPKOAIOIIUM 3TO CHUMBOJIMYECKUM KECTOM, U JIu3 melCTBUTENBHO Mpeamnoysia Obl
COXPaHUTh MyOIUYHYIO IeMOHCTPAIUIO IO TOTO MOMEHTa, KOTa ITOMOJIBKa OyIeT HaCTOSIIEN.

— Ilepepn TeM, KaK MBI HAUHEM, g ObI XOTeJl B KOe-4éM yOenuThcsa. ECTh T KTO-TO, KOMY BBl yXKe
obetany cBoio PyKy? [103TOMy BBl OTKa3BIBaIUCh OT 3TOM ITIOMOJIBKH?

9ToT Bommpoc BorHas JIu3 B KpacKy. OHa HUKOT[a HUKOMY He o0ellasa CBoell pyku. EquHCTBeHHOM
IPUYMHOM, TI0 KOTOPO# OHA He XO0TeJla OTIIPABIISTECS B UMIIEPHIO, OBINIM €€ BOCTIOMUHAHUS — YTO OHA
He MOTJIa cKa3aTb CUOUCY.

OHa mpugyMaja OTTOBOPKY Ha XOMy:

— 4 He x04y ye3XkaTh aJieKo 0T MOTHJIEI CBOET0 OTIla. Moy fsms 3a00TUTCS 0 Hell, HO g Ob X0Tela
XOTsI ORI HHOTHA €€ HaBeIlaTh.

— Taxk BOT mo4yeMmy... {1 pam, — B3moxHyJ CUOUC, €ero BelpaXkeHrue CMATYUIIOCh. [1oxoxke 0H
BOJIHOBAJICS, YTO CUTYyallusi COBCEM 3aIlyTaeTcs, eciii y JIu3 yxKe ecThb XKeHUX.

JIu3 Morya TOJbKO HaflesAThCs, yTo CUOUC He IoMMaeT e€ Ha JxKu. [TocmemHuM pa3 oHa Ha MOTHIIE
OTIIa [Ba Toja Ha3aj.

«Ho 4TO0 3a upoHU4...»

Ha myTu moMoii Ba rofja Ha3af OHa OCTaBH/IA BCIO HaHekMOy KOrma-mu0o BEIMTY 3aMyX. U Temepb —
TIOMyMaTh TONIBKO — eif IeaeT MpeIokeHne OOUH U3 UMIIePLeB, KOTOPHIX OHa TaK CTapasach
n30erarts...

He oco3HnaBasi, uTo JIu3 rioy6oko 3agyManach, CuIuC Hayasl 00bSICHITH PUTYAI:

— [ Havasla BaM HYKHO 3a0bITh, UTO 9TO JIUIL BpeMeHHas TOMOJIBKAa. MIMIIepCKue TOMOJIBKH
SIBJITIOTCSI MarM4eCKUMY KOHTPAKTaMM, TaK YTO OHa MOXKET He cpaboTaTh, eCid BEI OymeTe
Koe0aThCA.



— IloHATHO, — KUBHYNAa JIu3, CUILHO CTJIOTHYB.

Bombie HeNMb3g OTCTyIaTh. II0TOM OHa CMOXKET HalTH APYTrou Coco0 BHIKPYTUTHLCS, @ II0Ka CTOUT
COCPENOTOYUTECS Ha pUTYaJe.

Cupuc THX0 Havasl MOBTOPSITh Maru4ecKue CJIoBa:
— 4 Keaio B3SITh 9Ty XKEHIIKWHY B KEHHL. B ToKa3aTenbCTBO S Haio el 3To obelllaHue.

[Tocne Hux Cupuc IPOTSHYM CBOIO PYKY, U LIap CBeTa MOSBUIJICS Ha ero NafoHu. CTyCTOK S3HEpPTUU
CBETHJICS U TIyJIhCUPOBaJl, BHYTPX HET0 Ka3aloCh TaHIEBaIM 3BE3MAHI U COJHIIE. Barmsan JIua Obit
IPUTSHYT K HEMY, €T0 CBeYEHUe e CTBOBAJIO Ha HEE YCHITIISIONIE.

— KocHuTech ero, moBTOPSISt 3a MHOM, — IOTOPOIUI e€ Cumuc.
JIn3 cpenana, Kak OH CKa3aJl, MOTSHYBIIUCE K 1mapy. Ha oirynb oH OB Cllerka TEIIIBIM.
— 4 Keao B3SITh 3TOT0 MyKYHUHY B MYKbs. B HOKa3aTeIbCTBO 5 a0 eMy 9TO O0ellaHue.

[ToBTOPUB 9TU CJI0Ba, OHA Cpa3y OCO3HAaJIa, T0YeMY PUTYasl IOMOJIBKY ObUT TaKo# 3PPeKTUBHON
ambTEePHATHBOM Maruu orpaHndeHus. OHY 3aKJIIOYUIN MarndecKuil KOHTPAKT, YTO COepKaT CBOU
obeIanud.

CTouo e 3aKOHYMTH TOBOPHUTH, KAK IIap CBeTa B30PBAJICS MCKPAMM M OCHIIAJ UX 00oux. PuTyan
OBLTT 3aBEPIIEH.

— C aroro momeHTa 51 Oyny obpaiaThcst ¢ TOOOM Kak CO CBOel HeBeCTOH. f KISTHyCh 3aluiaTh Te0s,

— Cupnuc B3sJ1 €€ IPOTAHYTYIO PYKY U IIOIeJI0Ba/l KOHUKK YKa3aTe/lbHOTO Iablia.

B 9TO0T MOMEHT JIM3 BHOBb BCIIOMHHMJIA CBOIO MPOIITYIO XKU3Hb. [IOMOIBKY APYTUX JIIO[EH, Ha KOTOPHIX
el moBoaunIoch ObIBaTh. TOrma OHa TOXKe MedYTasla, YTO OfHAXK/bl Y Heé OyaeT TOYHO TaKas xke, HO
nocJie nepepoxaenusi B OnBeHe fyMalia, 4To 3TO yKe HEBO3MOXKHO...

JIu3 3apmepkana AbixaHue. [[pHKOCHOBEeHME ero I'y0 K eé maybliaM MeKOTalo CUIbHee, YeM OHa
oxwupana. PehnekTopHO OHa IIOYTH OTHEPHYIA PYKY, HO Teleph OBITT €€ YepEN BEPHYTh KECT.

A nepep aTuM Cupuc momkeH OBIT B3ITh U CKa3aTh YTO-TO 0COOEHHO CMYyIIaolIee:
— Jlaxxe TBOM HOTTH TaKHe U3SNIHLIE U KPACHUBHIE...
— A?!

«HeBo3MoxkHO! — JIu3 He Bepujia CBOMM yIlIaM, HO PhHILIaphb IIPOO0JIKAJ 3aYapOBAHHO CMOTPETH Ha e€
nanblbl. — OH He MOXKEeT OBITh CEePbE3EH...»

— Tenepb cHenauTe TO Xe caMmoe. ITO 3AdBEPIIUT 3aKJIMHAHNE, — IIOTOPOITHUII eé Cupmuc.

JIu3 B3mOXHYyIa ¥ coOpasa BCI0 MMEIOIIyI0CS PelIuTeIbHOCTh. OHAa HUKOTHA PaHbllle Jaxe He JyMaia
0 TOM, YTOOEI ITOIIeJI0BATh KOHYUKHM MTaJIblIeB MyKYHUHEL... HO €CJIA i HyKHO 3TO CHAeJaTh, YTOORI
putyasn cpaboTas, To oHa cuenaeT. OHa ORICTPO IPHUTSAHYNIa pyKy Cumuca 0/Mke, KOCHYBIIKUCH €T0
TIaJIbIIeB CBOMMMU T'y0aMu, ITHE faBasi ce0e BpeMeHHU mepeayMaTh.

CekyHpa — BCE, 4TO I0TpeboBaIoCh, YTOOH! OIIYTHTh, KaK BCE BCTAET Ha CBOE MecTo. Ho B TO ke



BpEMs OLIyIEHNe KOXKHU JPYTroro YejoBeKa Ha CBOUX I'y6ax yKaCHO CMYTHIIO e€. B cmerke oHa
OTIIATHYJIAC... TOJILKO YTOOB! YBUAETH CMOTPSIIEr0 Ha Heé ¢ yibiokoi Cunuca. JIu3 Gruta yBepeHa,
YTO B 9TOT MOMEHT €€ IIEKU TOYHO IbIJIaJI OT CMYLIEHUS.

Yro mpoucxonut? Kazanocs, Cunuc GblT HCKPEHHE CYACTIIMB 3aKIIIOYUTh C HEH TIOMOJIBKY. ITO
6e3ymMHO cMymiaso. [Toka oHa Oblyla TepernoaHeHa STUMK YYBCTBAMH, PHIIIaph BHOBL 0OPATHUIICS K HEH:

— Kak u o6eljaHo, ecnu Mbl CMOXKeM pa306paThCs C COCTOSTHHEM eT0 BeJIMYEeCTBa B XOJie HAIlero
npuOLIBAHMS, BH CAMU CMOKETE PeIlIMTh, 3aXOTUTE JIM BBl Pa30pBaTh IOMOJIBKY WJIM HET. Bpouewm,
€CJIY Ke MbI He HalfIéM cI1oco0 IMoMOYb UMIIEPATOPy, MBI IPOCUM BaC BEPHYTHCS C HaMU B UMIIEPUIO
niist GopMasnbHOM cBagbObl. K TOMy MOMEHTY MHE OBl XOT€JI0Ch, UTOOBI BE IPUHSIYN PeIleHre, KOTO Bh
TIPEATIOYTETE B POJIM CBOETO MYKa MEHS... UJIM repiora Ancena.

C tuxuM B370x0M CHUIUC IPOMYCTUI JIOKOH CBETJIO-KAIITaHOBEIX BOJIOC JIM3 MeXy CBOMX IajIbIlEeB.
[Toka meByIIKa MPUX0aKIIa B Ce0sT OT HEOXKHUIAHHOTO XKEeCTa, PhIIlapb Pa3BEePHYJICS U HANPABUIICS K
BHIXOY.

— OM-M, C3ap Cupuc! — OKJIMKHYJIA OHa, CII€Illa OCTAaHOBUTH €T0. — 4 moHMMalo, YTO 3Ta cBaALOa u3-
3a MOeU MaHEI, HO €CTh KOe-4TO BazKHO€, YTO S JOJIZKHA CKa3aTh...

Ecnu JIu3 OymeT BEIHYKIEeHA BEIUTH 3aMyXK 3a OMHOTO U3 UMIIEPIIEB, €CTh KOe-YTO, YTO OHU
00513aTeIbHO OOJIXKHEL 3HATE.

— XoTs 51 ;oyb 6apOHCTBa YUHCIIETT, HEIHEIIHUYM OapoH He MOM OTell, a Mo asasd. M Tak Kak Hallla
TEPPUTOPUS HE U3 CAMBIX IIPEYCIEBAIOIINX, T HUKOTOa He CMOTY IIOIIPOCUTE €T0 3alaTUTh
IpHAJaHHOE 3a KOT0-TO, KTO JaxKe He MPUXOAUTCS eMy POAHOU [04Yephlo, II03TOMY S He IIJTaHUpOBaa
KOra-Tu00 BHIXOOUTE 3aMyK. EC/IM BB JKeHUTECh Ha KEHIIMHE THIla MEeHS TOIhKO M3-3a MaHHI Balll
COLIAJIbHBEIM CTATYC...

JIn3 Hagesach, 4YTO yIIOMHAHaHUE MMPAaKTUYeCKOM CTOPOHEI MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh ero nepegyMmaTth. HUKTO
He 3aX04eT KeHUThCS Ha XKeHIuHe 0e3 MpUIaHHOT0 — 0COOEHHO TOM, YTO He Ha XOPOIIEM CUETY y
CBOEH CEeMbH.

Ho ycneimaB 3To, Cupuc BepHYIICS K Hell U B3s71 00e e€ pyKHu.
— A-ax?! — nponumana JIn3 oT HEOXKUTAHHOCTH.

— BaM He HYKHO BOJTHOBaTh 0 npuganHoM, Ka... mucc JIua. Ecnu Mbl I0XKeHUMCS, 9T0 OyAeT mocie
BO3BpAIlleHHs B UMIIepHi0. MEI 3alylaTUM 3a OfleK[y, IOBCeIHEBHbIE PAaCXOMbl, IIEPEMOHHUIO — 3a BCE.
Bcé, 9yTo BaM HYKHO B35Th C c000ii s cBagbObl — 3T0 caMy cebsi. He OecmokoiiTeck HU 0 4eM. [laxke
0 CBoel ceMbe. § mpociiexy, 4ToOw BCE OBITIO TAK, KakK BH MoxkejaeTe. CTOUT KaKou-mubo mpobieme
MIOSIBUTHCS, MBI BCETIa CMOKEM IIPOCTO Pa30pPBaTh C HUMH BCE CBSI3U.

«BCé, 4uTO MHe Hafo B3ATb, — 9TO ce0s1?!»

I'ma3a JIu3 oxpyrnunucsk. [Touemy Cupuc 3aX0OuT Tak [ajieko AJig TOT0, KOro TOIbKOo BCTpeTmi? OHa
He MOTJIa TOBEPUTh, UTO MPUUYKHOM OblNa €€ MaHa. [Ioxoxke pHIaph 3aMeTUII €€ KojleOaHus:

— Bcé emré 6ecrioKOUTECH? — BBITYCTUB OJIHY U3 €€ JIaloHel, OH IOIHSII CBOIO PYKY U KOCHYJICS
KOHYMKAMHU TaJbIleB eé Nuila. — MBI Te, KTO BOBJIEK BaC BO BCE 9TO ¥ 3aCTABUJI TPOTHUB BAIIETO
JKeJaHUS 3aKJII0YUTh 9Ty TOMOJIBKY. Ho 51 o6eriaro BaM: s CHesIa BCE, YTO CMOTY, UTOOBI YHSTE Ballll
COMHEHHWS.



IMornamue JIu3 1o IIeKe, OH HAKOHEIl 0CTaBHUJI rapaepoOHYIo.

— Cap Cup... — Hadasa OHa, HO OCTaHOBUIACh, KOTTIa 0CO3HaJsla, YTO eCliu ImocienyeT 3a HUM, TO OHH
CHOBaA OKaXyTCd IIepeq nMIIepaTopoM u AncegoM. 3TO He TOT pa3rosop, KOTOpBII7I el OBl XOTeJoCh
BeCTHU IIPpU CBUOETEJIAX.

Tak 4yTo Ha BpeMs JIM3 pelmnia OTCTYIUTh, HECMOTPST Ha BCE COMHEHHUS, Ja M CUTyalus BCE eIle He
YKJIafbIBaach y He€ B rojioBe. K coxkaeHuI0, BO3MOKHOCTD CIIPOCUTE YTO-JIU0O0 eIlé B 3TOT JeHb
Oombllle He MpeacTaBuIach. [locae KpaTKOTO Iepedrcienus e€ 00s3aHHOCTEeH B POy GhpenTuHbl JIu3
OTOCJIaJIi Ha3af B €€ KOMHATYy.
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