Kaxk ObI cTpaHHO 3TO He ObITo, JIN3 MOMHMIIA CBOIO MIPOIIIYIO JKMU3Hb B POJIX PHIIIApS UMIEpUu. B ToT
IEeHb, KOTa OHa yMepJia, UMIIepaTOPCKasi CEMbSI HaXOAMUIACh C TPAAUIMOHHBIM €3KETOHBIM BU3UTOM
Ha CBoel BuIe psimoM co CBeToM McToka. JIu3 Oblyla ¢ HUMU B COCTaBe OXPaHHI.

W B TOT meHb Ha BUJIIE MTOSIBUJICS MOCTOPOHHUY. OH He TOJIBKO B35/ YJIeHA UMIEPAaTOPCKOM CEMbHU B
3aJI03KHUKHA — OH OCMEJIUIICS MPUOIU3UTLCS K caMoMy HCTOKYy.

[Tpomnas JIus 6Gpocunack Ha IOMOILbL CXBAYEHHOMY MaJIbYuKy, HO HE BUOS OPYTOro BEIXOMA U He
JXejas COaBaThCs, HAPYLIUTENb IPeanoYes IPLTHYTh B CBAIIEHHOE CUsgHue. JIu3 ene yclena cactu
pebEéHKa, HO €€ caMy BCE XKe 3aTSHYJ0 B CTOJII CBeTa.

E€ BocrmoMuHaHUSA 0 CMePTH He Oblx nmyraomuMu. KoHeYHo B KaKOU-TO MOMEHT OHa OIIyTHIa CTpaXx,
HO CBeT OKyTaJ e€ TeJIO CJIOBHO TEIIEIM ofesyioM. [IOMHUTCS, OHa TorAa nogyMaa: «AX... He Tak U
IIJI0X0». A TTOTOM CITy4uJIOCh 3T0. K Hell He0XKUOaHHO IIPUIIIO OCO3HAHUE CKPHITOM B CUSTHUYU TalHBHI.

Cset UcToKka He OLLI CO3IaH OOraMu.

OTO OTKPHITHE MOXKET IOMIAaTHYTh CAMUA OCHOBBI UMIIEPUH, TaK 4TO JIU3 3HAsa, YTO HUKOTHA He
CMOXKeT HUKOMY paccka3aTh 00 aToM. Ecnu oHa Korpa-HuOyabs 1poboiTaeTcs B IPUCYTCTBUU
UMIEPIIEB, €€ 3a OOTOXYIBCTBO TOYHO HA BCIO XKU3HB IMOCATAT B TIOPHMY. Jlaxke ceMbs €€ OSau MOXKET
ObITH apecToBaHa. BripoueMm, B OnBeHe mogo0HEE PA3rOBOPH CKOPEe BCEro OYAYT IMPOUTHOPHPOBAHE
KakK nmycTas GaHTa3us.

HWMeHHO B 3TOM COCTOS/Ia UCTUHHASA IIpUYHXHa, II0 KOTOpOIZ TeIlepPb JIn3 n3berasna a00bIX KOHTAKTOB C
HMHepHeﬁ — 9T0 OBIIO IIPOCTO OIIaCHO. HHaue oHa OB YZXK€e JaBHO Hallljla coco6 TyHOd BEPHYTHCA.

— ...Arpx.

JIn3 GBICTPO MPUKPHITIA POT, OCTaHABNIKMBAs TOTOBEIM COPBATHCS C I'y0 TAKEILIHM B3[0X. BcrioMUHATE 0
CBOEH IPOIIJIOH KU3HU OBITI0 €€ BPeIHOM IPUBLIYKOM. [IBa rofa Ha3aMd Ha IMyTH U3 IIOMECThS BO
IBOpeEIl OHA TaKXKe 3aTepsijach B MEIC/AX 0 Hel. Ho cefiuac ObII0 He BpeMs BUTATh B 00/IaKax.

B TPOHHOM 3aJjié B KOHII€ KOHIIOB CTOHUJIO CJIIEOUTH 3d ITPOUCXOOAIIM.

Y Bcé xe JIu3 ObUIO0 CII0KHO U30aBUTHCSA OT BOCIIOMUHAHUM, BUAS 3HAKOMYI0 QUTYPY YelloBeKa Ha
TPOHE. JTHU 30JI0TUCTHIE BOJIOCH, IPOHULIATENIbHEIE 3eJIEHEIE IJla3a U IPUBJIEKaTeIbHOE JIUIO C
rpyObIMU MYKCKUMU YepTaMHu... OTO ObIJT YeJI0BeK, CTOSIBIINIA BO TJlaBe Pa3aHaTCKOM UMIIEPUH U €€
BaCCaJIbHHIX CTPaH, er0 BeJIM4YEeCTBO UMIlepaTop JroeprT.

XoTs OH BBITJISITENT JIMIIb CJIerKa 3a TPUAIATh, Ha fene eMmy 66110 150 yeT. ApHCTOKPATEl UMIIEPUHT
OBLIM U3BECTHH CBOUM [IOJITOKUTENLCTBOM Oraromapst Ceety McToka.

CBeT mapoBaJl MHOXKECTBO 6J1arocjioBeHUM 3eMJie U JTI0[SIM, XKUBYIIUM BOKPYT Hero. Ho
npubnuKaThCs K HeMy ObIJIO OTTaCHO, BEOb OH IIPHBIIEKa CBOUM CUSHHEM U MOHCTPOB. Jlogu
VMMIIEPUHU TIOJIHOCTHIO 3TO OCO3HAaBa/IM, HO IIPEANOYUTAIA OCTaBaThCSI Ha TEPPUTOPUH PSALOM CO
CBeTOM, UCIIOIb3YS MONTYYEHHYI0 Maruio 1 NOJT0KUTEILCTBO, YTOOR! 3aIUINATHCS OT YyAOBUII. B
CBOIO OYepenb OHU IMpefjiarajy 3Ty XKe 3allUTy U OKPYKalolUUM CTpaHaM B 0OMEH Ha OaHb C HUX.

OTH CTPaHHI CTAJIM TaK Ha3bIBa€MBIMH BACCAJIbHEIMK CTPAaHAMH UMIepuHu. IImaTuMast UMU JaHb
IIPUPABHUBAJIACH K IIJTaTe 3a 3aIlUTY — IleHa, KOTOPYIO OKPYKAIOIIe KOPOJIeBCKUEe CeMbU OBLIH
TOJIBKO Pajibl 3allJIaTUTh. B caMoM [iere, 3a Kakue-TO IeHbr'H, 00eT, Hy ¥ TepPIIeHUe B XOe MHCIIEKIIHH
pa3 B IATh JIeT, Bce 3a00TEI 0 MOHCTpax Opasa Ha cels uMIepus. ITO OBIII0 TOBOIHFHO HEOOIIBIION
n1aToM 3a 6€30IaCHOCTD, TaK YTO BCe JOOPOBOJILHO COTJIAINaIUCh Ha ITOg00HbEIe YCIOBHS.



KOpOHeBCTBO OnBeH ToxKe OBIIO B YHUCJIE 3TUX CTpaH.

Y, kak BaccanbHOe rocymapcTBo, ONBeH IIpeloCTaBUI CBOM TPOH UMIlepaTopy Jr0epTy Ha BpeMs ero
BU3UTAa. [leper HUM Ha KOJIeHSAX CTOSIN KOPOJb U KopoJieBa OJiIBeHa BMeCTe CO BCell UX CBUTOM. JIu3,
OOHa M3 IPUCYTCTBOBABIIMX OBAAIATY C JIMIIHUM IIPUABOPHBIX JaM, IPOHoIkKasa 6pocaTh B3TISAE
Ha uMIepaTopa. Bo3M0OXHO 0TYaCTU MOTOMY YTO OHA YETKO ITOMHMIa ero pefeHKOM — TOrfia Jaxe
HUXKe e€ POCTOM — U3 CBOEM ITPOILJIO XKU3HHU, I03TOMY OHa Obl/la IIOpaXkKeHa KaKuM
IIpUBJIEKATEIbHEIM OH CTall.

B npounom JIus cioyxusa pelllapeM B UMIIEPCKO# rBapouy U C pafoCThio cTajia OBl UM U B HOBOU
JKU3HYU, HO, K COXKaJIeHUI0, TaKOMY ObLJI0 He CyKOeHo cOrThcsa. OHa AyMana, YTO yKe OKOHYaTeIbHO
TIOCTaBHIIa KPECT Ha 9TOM HJiee B XOMe NMyTelUIeCTBUS IOMOY [IBa Tofla Ha3aj, HO, TIOX0XKe, eé
YIPSIMCTBO CKa3bIBaJIOCh ¥ He [IaBajio BCE TaK IMPOCTO 3abbITh.

TToka JIu3 pas3MeIIIsig, Koponb OBeHa 3aKOHYUIT CO CBOEH peubio. YepHOBOIIOCHH TeploT UMIIEePUn
Arnceqi, CTOSIBIIMI PSIIOM C TPOHOM, CHeJal Iar BOEPEN;:

— Ero BeM4eCcTBO B IIOCIEOHEE BpeMs HEe O9YE€Hb XOPOIIOo cebst YYBCTBYET, TdK 4YTO 3a BCe Oejla
BMECTO HETO GYJIY 0TBe€4YaThb 4, — 00BsIBUII OH. — Ham HOHaJIO6I/ITC$I JIUITH OJHa (bpefmnHa IJIsL
COIIPOBOZKOEHUA ero BeJIn4ecTBa.

9Ta HOBOCTH BBI3BaJla BOJIHEHUE Cpedy COOPABIIUXCS IPUABOPHLIX JaM.
— Tompko ogHa? Ox, TOrga MEHS TOYHO He BeIOEpyT!

— 4 crnblana, 9YTO €CM OTIPABUTLCS B UMIIEPUIO, TO MOXKHO OyHeT JOoJIblile COXPaHSITh MOJIOLOCTD!
[ToxkanyiicTa, BEIOepuTe MeHs!

Bce nepu Bokpyr JIu3 Havamu Momda MOJTUThCS. Kaxmas 0T4assHHO XOTella, YTOObl BHIOpaIu e€, 94To
yBeMUUuII0 OBl X IIAHCH BRIUTH 3aMyXK 3a KOT0-1u60 13 umnepiies. [TogoOHEI 6pak cpa3y Obl
TIOJHSJI IPECTUXK U BIIUSHME UX ceMeil B OJiBeHe. A HEKOTOPHIE JIeOU SIBHO [IyMaJll, YTO OHU TOXKe
OymyT 671arocyoBIeHE UMIIEPCKUM CEKPETOM BEUHOW MOJIOOOCTH. JIM3 3aBUAOBaNa UX
HECKphIBAEMOMY UCKPEHHEMY KeJIaHHI0 OTIIPAaBUThCS B UMIIEPHIO.

— Cupuc, s 0CTaBIISI0 BEIOOP 3a BaMu, — 00BSIBUII TePIIOT AJces.

[To ero pacmopsizKeHuIo cepeOpPOBOIOCHH PHIIIAph HAavall BCEeX 10 OYepenu CIpalliBaTh — HaYHHAS C
KaMeprepa — 4TO OHH JyMaioT 00 uMIepaTope. Bce 0TBeyasu IBIIHEIMA KOMITTHMEHTAMH.

— OH BOOXHOBIISAIOIINY IPABUTEJID.
— 1 crmImIana, 4TO OH CaMBIM-CaMBIM 3aMedaTeIbHEIHN.

Kak 1o 9TUM OTBETAM MOXKHO KOT'0-TO OLIEHUTH? JIM3 yOUBIEHHO CKJIIOHUIIA TOJIOBY. B 3TOT MOMEHT
PHITIApPb OCTAHOBUJICS MEepPeN Hel.

ToT, Koro Ha3Banmu CuguCOM, OBIT Y2KACHO KPACUBBEIM MYXKYUHOM. B HEKOTOPO# CTeIeHU 3Ty KPacoTy
MOXKHO OBIJTO Ha3BaTh XKEHCTBEHHOW, HO YEPTHI €T0 JuIla OBIIN XOPOIIIO OUYepPUYeHHl, TaK YTO He
BO3HMKAJI0O COMHEHHUH, YTO Iepe]] BaMyu MyKurnHa. Ero yépHas ¢ cepe6poM ¢hopMa U IIJIal] TOIBKO
eIrlé CUIbHEH MMOMYePKUBAJIA €T0 KPACOTy, @ IPAaKTHUYECKH 03EPHO-3€JIeHEIE TTIa3a TAUHCTBEHHO
IPUTSATUBANK K ce0e B3TIIS.

Y xoTs JIu3 BIepBHIE BUfeNIa 3TOTO PHIaps, OH Ka3aJscs el CTPAaHHO 3HaKOMBIM. [IofHUMas IIpaByio



PYKY K IJIeuy OJIs TTOKJIOHA B OJIBEHCKOM CTHJIE, OHa II0CTapajach BCIIOMHUTD, Ioe Obl OHU MOTJIH
BCTPETUTHCSA B npouwioM. Cyast o BceMy, eMy Bpsif u Obi1o 6osee cTa JieT. A 3TO 3HAYUIIO, YTO
npotunias JIu3 He MOTJia ero 3HaTh. [10X0Ke BooOpaxKeHue MIPOCTO UTPAET C Hell IIYTKU U OHU BCE XKe
He 3HAKOMBHI.

Morm4a mpuast K TAaKOMY BEIBOIY, OHA yCIIbIIIana menoT Cupuca: «M0o30Iu 0T Meya...»

Ero B3rmsig ObUT YCTPEMIIEH Ha €€ PYKH, BRITJISIBIBAOIINE U3 PYKaBOB. [leByIKa Oblyla Tak
IIOTPyK€eHa B CBOM MBICJIH, YTO HEBOJILHO BHITIOJTHUIIA TIOKJIOH B UMIIEPCKOM CTHIIE... KaK Obl HEJIOBKO
3TO He BBITJISAAENO0, OBIIO MMO3THO UCIPABIISTHCH.

IIa 1 ropa3mo BaxKHEeH, YTO pPhIlaph 00paTHUI BHUMaHue Ha eé Mo30iu. JIua 3apaboTana ux, gesnas
TPEHUPOBOYHBIE B3MaXX KaX/IbIM pa3, KOT[a €€ YTO-TO OTOPYasi0 — IIPEeUMYIIeCTBO OOJIBIIION
crasnibHU. XOTSI OHA BOJTHOBasach, 4To CUANC MOXKET YTO-HUOYOb 3all003PUTh, €T0 CTPOTUMN BUT
Hao00pOT cMsATYUICS. EMy Tak MOHPaBUIUCh MO30JIH, UTO JIU?

HwMmeper 6obine HUYero o0 3ToM He ckKa3aia. OH IPOCTO U3BUHUIICS U CIIPOCUIT €€, KaK M BCeX
IpPYTHX:

— Kakoe y Bac BIevaTtieHHe 0 er0 UMIIePaTOPCKOM BETUYECTBE?
— ¢ Bepio, UTO €ro BeIMYECTBO YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIM OBIJI... CTOUT TOTO, YTOOB! €T0 3alUINaTh.

Tak kak JIu3 3Haja UMIepaTopa B IPOIIION XKU3HHU, eH IMIPUIIIOCH OCTAHOBUTE Ce0s1, YTOOH He
CKa3aTh «OblT». BEIsI0 OBl CTPAaHHO HaMEKHYTh Ha TO, YTO OHA yKe 3alluiliaia ero.

Brpouewm, peakiusi Cunrca Ha 3THU CJI0Ba Obllla HEOXKHUIAHHON — OH axXHYJ M CXBATHUII €€ 3amscThe. B
TOT K€ MOMEHT OHa OIIyTHU/Ia YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, KaK ecyy OBl er0 pyKa MPUTATHBAIa €€ KaK MarHuT.
Cupmuc cMOTpen Ha Heé KpaliHe IIPUCTAJIBHO, KaK ecjiy Okl BUMEN YTO-TO, BO UTO HE MOT IIOBEPHUTS.
Ero ry0nl meBenuInuch mpakTudecku 6e33By4Ho, JIu3 maxe M0Ka3ajoch, YTO OHA yCblmana: «Th He
MOKEIb OBIT...»

B cnepyromuit MOMEHT PHIIIAPh OEPHYIT AEBYIIKY 3a PYKY, IOAHUMAas €€ Ha HOTH, ¥ CPa3y
Pa3BEPHYJICS K TPOHY:

— Baime Benu4ecTBo, 1 peKOMEH[IYIO 9Ty KEHIIUHY Ha POIb GPEerTuHE.
— Xm?!

Y Cupuca He OBIJIO HIKAKUX IPUYUH BEHIOKMpaATh €€. [lake cama JIu3 Tak fAyMmasa, a OCTaJbHbIE JIen
OB C 3TUM IIOJTHOCTHIO COTJIaCHHL...

— IToueMy oH BrIOpas 3Ty KabaHUXy?! — NPONUILANY OHHU.

Ho pemenne Cuguca 010 cepb€3HBIM. Cpa3y XKe 0H IoTalluil JIu3 3a pyKy B CTOPOHY HMIIEpaTopa.
HeoxwupaBIuast 3TOro AeBYILIKa eJie OCIeBasia 3a HUM U IIPefcKa3yeMo 3amnHynach. CUIKC MOXoxke
HEeTPABUJIbHO MTOHS IPUYUHY.

— V¥ Bac 3aTeknu Horu? [Ipoury mpolneHus 3a TO, YTO Cpa3y He MOHsI. Ho He CTOUT MeOuTh, Tak
YTO, MOKANYHACTA, IOTEPIIUTE MeHsI MUHYTOYKY, — CKa3aJ OH, a 3aTeM IOAXBaTwI JIU3 Ha PYKH.

— A-a-a-a-au!

BnepBrle MyxKunHa HEC €€ Ha pyKax. OT HeoXuaaHHOCTH JIU3 He MOTJia CKa3aTh HUUEro CBSI3HOTO U



TOJIBKO BOCKIUKHYJIA. [lazke BLIBEPHYThCS U3 00OBSITHI PHILIAPS He IOJy4aaoCh. MeabKHYBIIEe
nogo3penue, uTo Cuguc MOT €€ 0OKOJI0BaTh, OTCTYIIUJIO JIUIIb IOTOMY, YTO OHa HEe 3aMeTHsIa
HUKAKUX MTOATBEPKIAIOIINX 9TO CIEO0B. BripoyeM, He ycIiesla OHa IPUUTHU B cebsi, KaK OHU yxKe
npuONIU3UINCH K UMIIEPATOPY U PHILIaph MIOCTABUI €€ Ha IOJI.

— Baire BenuuecTBo, 51 peKOMEH[IYIO 9Ty HEBY B KauecTBe (GPEMIMHE Ha BpeMs Balllero npebbBaHUS
3mech, — obpartusicsi Cuguc K UMIIepaTopy, a 3aTeM mpoturenTtan JIu3: — Ha30BUTe CBOE UMSI.

— Ax...

Ecnu oHa IpefCcTaBUTCS, TO BCE — CTaHET (HpenuHoi uMnepaTopa. JIu3 He Moriia He KonebaThCs,
HO TIOf B3TJISIIAaMU OPYTHX [ABOPSH ¥ BIIOJIHE HEOOHO3HAYHEIM HACTOMYMBHIM B30POM IIPEMbED-
MUHUCTPA ¥ He€ He ObIsI0 00JIbIIoro BeIOOpa. B Tako¥ cUTyaluy pa3BepHYTLCS U YiTH, HE CKa3aB U
c7oBa, ObII0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

— JIu3 YuHCIIeTT, — oTBeTHIa OHA C IIOKJIOHOM.

HmnepaTop HUYEro He CKa3aJ, HO KMBHYII B 3HAK IIPUBETCTBUS. ['epiior Anicen BHOBb BEICTYIIHIT
BIIEPE.

— B TakoMm cny4ae B xofie Halero mpe0riBaHus Bo ABOpIe JIu3 YuHcneTT O6ymeT nuuHoM GpeinuHoi
uMIlepaTopa, — 00BSIBUI OH BceMy nBopy OBeHa, BEICTPOUBIIEMYCS Teper HUM.

[Toka JIu3 cTosi;ia B PaCTEPSIHHOCTH, AJICe[T masbliie COOOIINII, YTO Ha 9TOM Ha CErofHs BCE.
HMnepaTop NOOHSAJICS U HAIIPaBUJICA K BHIXO[Y, ¥ BCE UMIIEPCKUE PHILIAPU U OBOPSHE IIOCIEeN0Bau
3a HUM.

— Mucc JIus, moxanyicra, ClIefyiTe 3a HaM#, — IIOTOPOIIUII e€ AJceq.

Ho JIu3 He Moria gBUHYThCS ¢ MecTa. OHa Oblyla CIUIIKOM OIllapalieHa HeOXUJAaHHHIM TOBOPOTOM
COOBITHH.

— IToxoxKe, el CII0KHO JiepkKaThCsl Ha HOoTaX. f MOTY e€ OTHeCTH, — npennoxun Cuguc.
Ero mo6psie cimoBa mpuBenu JIu3 B yyBcTBa. HeT-HeT-HeT! OH OISATh IJIaHUPOBAJI B3STh €€ Ha PyKu!

— Her, cnacu6o! {1 BonHe MOTY UATH CaMa! — IOCIENTHO OCTaHOBUJIA €T0 [IeBYIIKa, Ha YTO Ha JIUIEe
Cupguca 0TpasuioCh pa3oyapoBaHUe. ITO €€ YOUBUIIO. Y HETO YTO (HEeTHUIl TaKOM — HOCHUTH JII0fel Ha
pykax? [ToaToMy OH Tak OBICTPO IIOAXBATHUI €€, KOrZla OHa CIIOTKHYJach?

JIu3 MOCIeIHo 3aHs/la MeCTO B KOHIIe UMIIEPCKOM MIPOIIECCUH, TTI0KA €€ BHOBbL He MOJHSIY Ha PYKH.

Bcé mpowu3oineninee Ka3anoch e TaKUM HEIPaBAONOA00OHEIM, YTO OHA IIjla KakK B TyMaHe... 1 BUHOH
TOMY OBLIT OOUH PHIIAph o uMeHu Cuprc. Cedigac OH IIEN PSOOM C TepuoroM AJiCeioM U 0 YEM-TO C

HUM THXO IIeperoBapuBa’jcCs, CKopee BCero 00bsICHN, moyeMy BriOpan uMeHHO e€. Hapmeroch, aTo HE
¥3-3a M030JIell Ha pyKax.

I[Toxa JIu3 BoyIHOBasaCh U IepexuBasa, Ance[ IepexBaTuil €€ B3TJIAL U IpufepKai Liar,
IIOPaBHSABIINCDH C NEBYLIKON:

— BuI BRITTIIAUTE ONlevyaneHHoM, Mucc JIu3. Bo3MOXKHO JiH, UTO BH He XKeJlajild CTAaHOBUTHCS
(bpennuHON ero Benu4yecTBa?

— H-nmeT, uTo BhI! 3TO GoNbIIAS YeCTh AT MeHs! ...4 He yBepeHa, 4TO HOCTOMHa eé. be3yclIoBHO eCTh



0oJiee IOOXOASAIINAE KaHOUIATYPHL.

— OOBIYHO, TMe OBl MBI HY OKa3hIBAJIMCh, HBOPSTHE Pajibl 11000¥ BO3MOXKHOCTH 3aBECTH CBSI3U B
UMIIEPUHU, ¥ BCE XKe€... BH CTpaHHas [IeByIIKa.

— 41 GBI He ocMennIach HalesaAThCS Ha monobHoe. YecTHO, 1 He MOCTOMHA.

— Tak nu? — BCero Nuilb YCMEXHYJICS B OTBET AJicef.
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