KoHeko MrHOBEHHO BCKOYMJIA HA HOTH, BIEMIUBIINCH CMEPTEIbHOM XBAaTKOM B MWBaH, U MIPHUHSIIIACH
CYIOPOKHO MCKATh LIyTablle ¥ €r0 KCTOUHUK. HO OHa HUYero He Hallljla, ¥ 9TO MaJio
CIIoco0CTBOBAJIO TOMY, UTO KPOBb 3alyJIbCHpPOBAja B ee Xuiax. [71a3a MeaIeHHO, HEOXOTHO
YCIIOKOWJIMCH, ¥ OHA IIOCMOTpPEJIa BHU3, YTOOH! ITOHATH, OBITIO JIU TO, YTO OHA BU[IENIa, PeasibHBIM,
KacaJioCh JIX OHO ee.

OHa orneneHeso CTJI0OTHYIa, 00HapyKUB Ha ceOe BCero OfHY YNIUKY. He Kanenbky CIU3U UK Pa3PHB
Ha ofleK[le, a KJIOYOK TeTpafHoU OyMaru, Top4amui u3 Kopceta ee yHUQOPMEL. [IpoxKalluMy pyKaMu
OHa TOTSHYIACh BIEPEN, YTOOH BHITAIIUTE ETO.

CrioxKeHHBIH TepraMeHT OKa3aJCs CIUIIKOM TSXKeJbIM IJ1s ee PYKU. U Bce XKe C XKYyTKUM
m060IBEITCTBOM OHA pa3BepHYya Oymary u Hadajla YUTaTh.

"HlupoH3".

OTKy[na OHY 3HAIOT 3TO UMA?! DTOT BOIIPOC 3XOM OTHaBaJICA B €€ I'0JIOBE, a B Cepalle HapacTall CTpax.
Heyxenu ee cecTpa KakuM-To 00pa3oM 3aMelllaHa B 9ToM? Ecu fa, To 9T0 HacTopaxwuBano. Ecnu
HET, TO BOIIPOCOB CTAHOBUIIOCH elrle OoJIbliIe.

"IlIupons,

Hapgetoch, Tebe nyute. f mounHun Te0s1, KaK MOT. DK3UCTEHIIMANIbHBIN Y2KacC U TajlTiouHaANN
MCYE3HYT K KOHITY MeCsIia.

Ckaxu CBOeMY X035HMHY, YTOOHI CIIeIUIT 3a TEM, KOMY II03BOJIIET PA3Ty/IUBaTh 110 OKPECTHOCTSIM
CBOHUX IIMTOMIIEB".

I'ocmoxka U

Konexko YyThb HE CTOLUIHUIIO. Ona BAPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA IIPHU3PAaYHEI€ OINYIIEHUA: II0 JIMITY U IIIee
HpOGG}KaHI/I YCHUKH, 663ynpeqHHe HOT'TH C ITIOTYCTOPOHHHUM U3AIMECTBOM IIPOHECIIUCE II0 €€
CO3HAHHIO, a KOHYHUKU IIaJIblieB COEOVHUIIN pa36I/ITI:>Ie MEICJIX BO€OHHO.

Jlutio ee craso GregHee BOJIOC, ¥ OHA IIOJI0XKKUIIA 3allCKY Ha CTOJI, 3aPBIBIIKCE IUL[OM B PyKU. KTo 1
YTO MOIJIO 3a0pecTy B 3TOT YIOJIOK CBEPXHECTECTBEHHOT0 6e3 BemoMa Puac unu ee 6para?

"Koneko!"

Ee yxkac npepBai rojoc Puaca, 3akni04uBIIero ee B 00bATHsA. KOHEKO 0TBeTHIIA eMy, KaK HUKOTa
pansbIne. MHCTUHKTUBHO OHA ITIOHKMMaJla, YTO Puac Masio 4To MOXKET ClenaTh, YTOOH 3allIUTUTh €€ OT
TOTO, KeM Obl HU Oblsla A3a. OMOLMOHAILHO eii ObIJIO BCE PaBHO. Puac u ee MpUCYTCTBHE O3HAYAIU
6e30macHOCTh, T0OPOTY, MOHUMaHKe, 11000Bb, [JoM. OHa HyKOalack B 3TOM IPSIMO ceidac.

W x0Ts el He HPABUIMCH [IEBYLIKY, OHA JO/IKHa OblJIa MPU3HATh, YTO MATKAS IPyob Puac momorana
el YCIIOKOUTD HEPBHI. MSATKOCTE, TeMo, 6ueHue cepila, KOTOpoe He JaBajio el paccinabuThcs, 3Has,
4yT0 Prac psamom.

Ona nepeBena B3rIsan Ha Kuby, KOTODHIHM CTOSIT PSAOM C HUMHU U BEXKJIMBO MOJT4aJl, flepka B pyKax
OYTBITIKY C BOTIOM.

Be3 cnoB Koneko oTCTpaHUIach OT 00BSATUN U IPOTAHYIa MEYHUKY PYKy. Kuba mpoTsuyn en
OyTBUIKY, ¥ OHa He CIIellla BRIIUIA ee U3 ropnsimka. OHa MOrIJia IOKJISICTBCS, UTO YYBCTBYET, KakK ee
TEJI0O CHOBa CTAHOBUTCS yBJIaXKHEHHHEIM, Kak Oy[To KoXa CTaja MeHee IIJIOTHOM.



Ona TepnenuBo Mo4asa, CriaaTeBas, a 3aTeM YCTaBUIach B moil. "Cracubo".
OHu 3HaNM, 4YTO 3TO HE TOJIBLKO 3a BOAY.

"KoHEeKO, 4TO CIIy4unoch? Mul He Halll/Id Ha Te0e HUKAKWX IMOBPeXKIEeHU!, HO THl BRITJIAMENa TakK,
OynTo mpotina dyepe3 af”, - 00eCIIOKOeHHO ciipocun Puac.

KoHeko cHavaa He OTBETHIIA, MTEITAsICh IPUUTH B cebsi. UTo OBIIIO Ha camoM mene? Yto OwIIo ee
OOpPBIBOYHBIMY BOCIOMUHaHUAMEU? "[lafminii aHTell BepHYJICSA C Opy3bsMU. Tpoe u3 Hux. OHU XOTeIu
yOuUTH U3BpallleHIa".

"YouTth ero?" B 3aMelIaTeNNbCTBE MOBTOPUNI Kuba.

"Ilonarat, yHUYTOXKUTE €r0 CBAILIEHHOE CHAPAKEHUE - 3TO IIJIaH, HO... Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO CHa4dajla OHU
IIOTIRITAIOTCS. 3aBep00OBaTh €r0 UK, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, U3Blledh ero”, - CMyIIeHHO cKa3as Puac.
CBsImleHHEBIE IIeCTEPEHKH OBITM PEOKOCThI0. IMeTh MX B KauecTBe Bpara OIIO IIJI0X0, fa, HO Mccei
ObLT OOBIYHEIM YEJIOBEKOM, He 3HAIOIIUM HUYEr0 O CBePXbheCTeCTBEHHOM - HAaCKOIbKO el u CoHe OBII0
M3BECTHO, 110 KpaitHe# Mepe. TeM He MeHee, XOTs MeNCTBUS Ha/IInX aHI'eJIOB ¥ ObIM CTPAHHLIMH, B
HUX He OBIJI0 HUYero HeBEPOSITHOTO.

"Temeps Ux HET", - mpogomxKana KOHEKO ¢ BeTMYauIied IpPIMOTOM.
"To ecth oHU MepTBEI? Uu cOexkanu?" B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBE CIIPOCHI Puac.

"Her, s ©MeI0 B BUy, UTO UX HET", - MOBTOpHUJIa KOHEKO, 3alMHAasCh IIPU BOCIIOMUHAHUY 00 yCHKaX
13 HEBEOMBIX MUPOB, O CUJIE CBEPX CHUJIBI, IIPOCAYUBaloIIeics U3 ryOruH, OTKya OHU IIOSIBUJIUCS...
Omna mmokayarsa I'ojIoBO¥, coOupasiCh C CUIaMH, Ipexae YeM OKOHYATeIbHO pacnacThes. "OHa Oblta
O6e3yMHa. A3a, crryTHUIlA H3BpaillleHIia. OHa Oblia B OeIlleHCTBe U CcHenaja Bce, YTOOBl OHU YIUTH. f
He 3Halo, IJie OHU Cceldac ¥ 4YTO C HUMHU CITy4HUJIOCh. TONMBKO TO, YTO OHU UCUYe3Nu. Mcuesnu B
beanue".

BO3I[YX CTas elle xonomHee, Korna KoHeko IIOBTOPHJIA 3TH CJIOBA.

Puac gonro u npuctanabHO CMOTpesa Ha CBOI0 Xpabpyio, CUIbHYIO JIafblo U IOHUMAJIA, YTO BCe, UeMy
OHa CTaJsla CBUAeTeseM, yxkacHo. "KoHeko, 4To ¢ ToO0H ciay4dunock? UTo oHa ¢ To6o chenana? XMypo
crpocuna Puac.

KoHeko mouTu yneibHynack. Puac cepre3Ho 0THOCUTIACh K TOMY, YTOOBR OTHOCUTHCS K I9paM Kak K
yjeHaM ceMbH. JIto60My, KTO ee 3HaJI, OBIIIO0 OYEBUHO, UTO NPUHIleCCa PyuH BHYTPEHHE HETONYET OT
MEICJTH, UTO KaKOMU-TO YyXKaK SIBUJICA U TaK 0OUMeEN ee AParoleHHYI0 CIyKaHKYy.

"OHa HMYEro MHe He caenala, Puac, - yecTHo oTBeTuna KoHeko. MHaue Puac mMorya OvI coemaTh TO, O
yeM OHH Bce ToxKajeT. "IIpocTo oHa Oblna... TaKOM cubHOM. Korma oHa BhICBOOOUTIA ee, MO
pasyM IPoCTO... I He MOTYy 3TOr0 00BSICHUTH, 51 Kak OYATO BeCh MOW pa3yM ObLI IIEPETOHEH U HE MOT
C 9TUM CIIPaBUTHLCS".

Puac maxmypun 6poBH, a Kruba BHTTISAeN 3a0yMUYUBEIM U 00€CTIOKOEHHBIM.

Malo, OHa MclLesniaa MeHsa. Uy KTo-To 1 HakKoMBIX. [ToTOMY 4YTO 51 He JyMalo, YTO BePHYJIACh
"ITymalo, OHa uclie a Me U 0-TO U3 ee 3HaKo [ToTo 0 e alo, 4To Be ac
cioma caMma", - Tuxo coobiuina Koueko.

Puac Brirsifen eie 60yiee 03agaueHHBIM U BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM, YeM paHbIlle, HO OH OTMAaXHYJICS OT
3TOoM MBICTH. "MHe oueHb Kanb, KoHeko. { He [omKkeH OBIT OTIIPaBIATEL Te0S ONHY, He 3Has XOTS OHI,



C 4yeM MBI MMEEM [ieJI0", - UCKPeHHe U3BUHUIICA Puac.

Koneko mokayarsa rojaoBoi. Kak O HU XOT€JI0OCh KaKOK-TO TTIy00KOM, 6€3yMHOM YacTH ee ellle He
3aTSHYBILIENCS OYIIEBHOM PaHHI BHIIJIECHYTHCS HAPYKY U 00BUHUTH Puac, oHa He cobupanack 3TOTO
menath. "MBI CTIEOUIN 3a MaAIIAM aHTeJIOM U 3a TeM, YTO el OBIJI0 Hy2KHO. MBI He MOTJIU 3HATh, UTO
3a U3BpallleHLIEM OXOTUTCS KTO-TO TOpa3mo Xyxe".

W3BuHAIOMMKCS B3rIan Puac He ©U3MEHUJICS, faXKe KOrga OHa KMBHYJIa B 3HaK MPU3HAHUS CIIOB
Koneko. "THl MOXKeIIb BCIOMHUTE YTO-HUOYIb ele?"

KoHeko KuBHYIIa, YYBCTBYS, KaK IIEPECOXJIO0 U CXKAJIOCh TOPJIO ellle 10 TOr0, KaK CJIOTH OKa3aJIuCh Ha
si3pike. OHA OTMHIIA ellle TJIOTOK BOMEI, IPEeXe YeM IPOU3HEeCTH eIUHCTBeHHYIO (pa3y, B KOTOPOM
Oblla yBepeHa, 4TO OHa [OJIzKHa OBITh aOCOJIIOTHO PeasibHOM.

[ToToMy 4TO 3TO 3XOM OTHABAIIOCh B KAXKIOM YTOJIKE ee CO3HAHMUSI.
"Ona cKa3zasa, 4To ee 30ByT A3aToT".

BrlpaxeHue nuiia Puac npepcrapiisino co00i COKPOBUIHUIYY IIEpEMEHUYMBHIX BEIpakeHui. CHadana
3TOo OBUIO HETTOHMMaHUE, II0KA OHA MCKaJla B TaMATH 3HaYeHWe UMeHU. 3aTeM HaCTYIUI 0K, Koraa
IIPUILIO Y3HaBaHuUe. 3aTeM obenqHena oT yxaca.

A moTOM IpHUIles CTpax.

BrnaropopHas mbsiBonuiia OBICTPO BCTaa U TYT XKe IMoxKazesja 00 9TOM, TakK Kak IMIPUBJIeKya K cebe
eme 6obinee 6ecIOKOXCTBO. Ha MrHOBEHME OHA BBITJISAMENIA PacTepPsHHOM, 1 KOHEeKo MoHsIa, 9To
pas3phIBaeTCs MeXIY TeM, YTOOH yCIIOKOUTH KOHEKO 1 OPOCUTHCS Ha IMOKUCKHU CIIocoba CIIPaBUTHCS C
atuM. "f momKHa cBsA3aThcs ¢ OpaToM. OH MOJKEH 3HATh, €C/IH YKe He 3HaeT", - CKa3aJjia OHa,
3aCTaBJIsgs CBOM I'OJIOC OCTABAThCS CIIOKOMHEBIM.

O6a cMmoTpenu, Kak oHa yxonouT, a Kuba HenmoHumaroie cMoTpen Ha Koneko. "Krto Takoit AzaToT?" -
CIIPOCHJI OH, HaXMypHB OPOBH.

Koneko mouyBCcTBOBasla, Kak ee fAyllla 3aMUpaeT, CJIOBHO IPOM3HECEHHOE UMS IIPUBJIEKJIO BHUMaHUeE
CYIITHOCTH, O KOTOPOH IIifia peysb. "[ToHATHS He uMelo", - Tpu3Hasach OHa.

9To He OBIIO MOKbBI0. OHa TOHATHS He UMella, KTO TaKas 3Ta A3aToT. TObKO TO, UTO OHA ObIla
MOTYIIeCTBEHHOM. BO3MOXKHO, axe 60oJIbIlle, YeM CYIIepabsiBOIl, C KOTOpHIM Prac cobupasnach
CBSI3AThCH.

"91, Koneko? 3to TBoe?" cripocun Kuba, B3IB 3alIMCKYy CO CTO/IA U U3YUYUB €e€.

Koneko cmepzkana CBOIO PeakKIIuio, YCTaBUBIINCH Ha IycTo# nucT Gymaru. OHa 4yBCTBOBasa, Kak 4To-
TO BHYTPU Hee KPUYHT, IJIaYeT ¥ 3a0UBAETCS B YroJI, YTOOH! CIPSATATHCS. BHEIIHE XKe 0OHa IPOCTO
Tnoxara IjaedaMu.

OHa JHIIb MONTUAJIACh, YTOOBI MMCHMO HE COJITajIo O TOM, YTO 9TO MPOMJIMTCS BCero Mecsiy. MHavye oHa
He ObIJIa yBEpEHa, YTO CMOXKET TaK JKUTh.
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