Ipako 3aMscs, ¥ MenuHAa ciierka ynel0HyTach, KOTJla OHM OCTAHOBUIIMCE ITepeq Ta3apeToM. — YTo
XK, 9TO, 110 KparHel Mepe, IPorpecc, — CKa3aia OHa. — YBugumcs, [Ipako.OHa OTKphiia ABEPU U
BOIIIJIA, OCTaBIISAA [IpaKo MSIUTHCS Ha HUX, ITI0KA OH He II0KayvaJsl I'0JIOBOM U He HalpaBUiCsS 00paTHO B
obmue KoMHaThl Ciu3epuHa. BommeMopT ObiT kuB. Hy, HACKOIBKO KHUB MOXKET ObIThH IyX-00€PTHIIIL
Korpa oHa pemiuia CIyCTUTHCS B JIIOK, YTOOBl OCTAHOBUTD TOTO, KTO OXOTUJICS 3a KaMHeM, MenuHOa
He 0XKWU[ajia BCTPETUTh AbABOJILCKYUE CUJIKHU. "[IpOCTO 3aMedaTesibHO!" — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, HEMHOI'0
IIOEP3aB B I'yCTOM YEPHOM pacTeHuu.HeBumnn u ['epMuoHa BHITISAETN HIOKMPOBAHHBIMU, HO
3HamuMu. OHM TOYHO 3HAJIM, YTO 3TO 3a IITyKa. POH ke Ben ce0st KakK yeloBedYecKast BeTpsiHas
MeJIbHUIIA, ITHITasiCh 0CBOOOMUTHCS, HO pacTeHue NUIh ObIcTpee 00BUBaAIOCh BOKPYT Hero.— He
meBenuch! — 3akpudana ['epMroHa.— ITO AbABONIBCKHUE CUIKH, OHM 3afylIaT Hac 4O CMEPTH, €CIIH
MBI OyZeM NpOofonkKaTh ABUTaThCA, — cKal3as HeBumi, u PoH BCKpUKHYJ, T0OKa MenuH[a fepranacs.
— O, Tebe nerko roBoputh. OcTaBaics CIIOKOMHLIM, KaK 51 MOTY OCTaBaThCsI CIIOKOMHBIM, KOT{la MEHS
AyIaT oo cMepTu! — KpukHYN PoH, 1 MenuHaa B3M0XHYMa.— A Kak TH ero yObelb? — CIpocuia
Menunpma.— 933... O, KaK ke MbI ero yobeM? — npobopmorana ['epMuona. — HeBumn?—
[IpABONIBCKYE CUJIKHU... — HeBUIII 3aIIHYJICS, a TIOTOM ycMexHycsa. — ConHeuyHbIM cBeT. OHO
HEHaBUOUT CBeT.— Torga 3aXru oroHb! — BOCKIUKHYJ POH, KOT{la ero poT ObLJT 3aKPHIT paCTEHUEM.
MenuHa cTapajachk He COTPOTUBIISATLCS, pacTeHue Kpenko 00XBaTUIIO ee I1eto.— Kak, 30ech HeT
opoB, — cKa3ana I'epmuona.— O 6oru, — cka3ana Menunpma. — Tl ke BembMa! Mcionb3yit CBOIO
maj0y4yKy.['epMUOHa ITOKpacHesa ¥ CMOTJIa BEITALIATh CBOIO Ial04Ky, HeBumI Toxe, Tak Kak OH He
COTIPOTHUBIISJICS TaK CUILHO, Belb CKOBaHa Obl/Ia TOJILKO HUXKHSS 4aCTh eTro Tella.— BmecTe, —
cka3san HeBun, u oHU KUBHYJU.IIpuMepHO yepe3 TPU CEeKyHIEI IIOCIIe TOTO, KaK POH HaKpHII ee C
royoBod, MenuHpa 0cO3Hasa IPKUM CBET, KOTOPHIM IIOYTHU OCJIETIUII €€, U IPOH3UTEJIbHBIN 3BYK, a
pacTeHus CIIOBHO UCIIApUINCh. BETOHHBIN IO IO HUMH 3aTpelllai, HO He 04eHb MATKO. JleTatolye
kmoun. He coBceM 0e30macHO, Korfa oHM BedyT cebs Kak MajleHbKue 6abouku ¢ ne3Busmu. OHa
OblTa yBepeHa, 4TO MOIy4YusIa MHOXKECTBO IIOPe30B K TOMY BpeMeHH, KaK Halllla HyXKHBIWA KJTI0Y, U B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB IT0XKaJiejla, UTO He 3HaeT MaHAmuUX 4Yap. K coxkaneHuio, oHa elre He Oblla JOCTaTOYHO
CUJIbHA, 4TOOH 3aCTaBUTh paboTaTh TaKOe CII0XKHOe 3aKIuHaHue.BeTnKaHCKUi IaxMaTHBIM Habop.
Ects. EcTh. OmHAKO BCE 0Ka3alioCh He TakK MPOCTO: TONIBKO OHa, ['epMuoHa 1 HeBUII IPOIIIN MUMO.
Pon noxeptBoBasn coboi, a HeBumn pemun octaTtbest ¢ PoHOM, 4TOOH yOEOUTHCS, YTO TOT He
CJTUIIIKOM CHUJIBHO paHeH. OHa AyMalia UCII0Ih30BaTh CBOIO KeMuyKHUHY, YTOOBI UCLIEJIUTh €ro Mepes
TeM, KaK UITHU Oajblie, HO PoH OB HEITPEKIIOHEH, YTO IOCTIe TOro, Kak ero 3a0bpanu, He OBII0
BPEMEHU eJlaTh 4TO-Tu00, KpoMe KakK OBUTAThCS Hasblne. [ynbii ¢paTaabHBN HeJOCTATOK, UMEHHO
OH JOJIKeH OBITT OBITH TEM, HM3-3a Yero el ObII0 OMHOBPEMEHHO TPYIHO U JIETKO YHTH, HE UCLIENINUB
Pona.3enws. ITo KpaliHel Mepe, y Hee Ovina "E" mo aToMy mpegMeTy, K 00JbIIOMY HEYIOBOILCTBUIO
Cueiina. OHa O4eHb CTapanach, YTOOH COXPAHUTE OLIEHKY BhIIe "A", ¥ HEBAXKHO, CKOJIBKO JTOMOBBIX
0ayIoB OHA IOTEPsiyia 3a JbIXaHUe, OIeHKHU MOJIKHBI ObUIM OBITH CIIPABEIUBLIMU, TaK KaK OHA MOTJa
I102KAJI0BAThCSI B COBET, ¥ OHU pacciiefoBaiy Obl eT0 CHCTEMY OIIEHOK, ¥ OHU 00a 9TO 3Ha/IHU. ITO Belb
He OBIIO TPOTHBO3aKOHHO, €CJIM OHA BPeMs OT BpEMEHH JaBajla BOII0 CBoei CIM3epUHCKOM CTOPOHE,
He Tak u? Ho 3To OBIJIO He TO Ke caMoe, UTO pasrafiblBaTh YePTOBY 3arafKy U BHIOMpATh He f[,
yTOORI TPOUTH Yepe3 miaMs. Ei Tak XOTeNI0Ch TPOBEPUTDH, CMOXKET JIM €€ TeJI0, KOTOPOE ropas3fo
TPyOHEe CKedb, OyIyun J0Yepbio MOPCKOTo 00ra, BHIepPKaTh Maru4eckoe Ijams, momo0Hoe ToMY,
YTO 0XBATHUO ee. JIy4llle He pUCKOBAaTh, PEIIujIa OHa, ¥ XBaja 0oram 3a CO00pa3uUTeNIbHOCTD
F'epMuoHE, “HaYe OHA OBl He MPOIIJIa CKBO3b CTEHY IIJIaMEHH, a CKOpee BCEro, cheia Obl OOUH U3
amoB. MenuHpaa Obly1a IPOCTO cYacTiuBa, yTo CHein He nocTynuil Kak CJIM3EPUH u He HamoOMHUNA
ux Bcex simoM. OHa He 3Haja, Kakue sigbl ucienseT 2KeMuyKuHa, ¥ el ObIJI0 HeMHTEPECHO BHISICHSTh
9TO Ha ImycToM MecTe.KBuppess. BoT yx 4ero oHa He oxupgana. — Thl? — CIpOCHUIa OHa, HO 4acCTh ee
He ObIJIa TakK YK yauBieHa. OH IeHCTBUTEIBHO Bell ce0si CTpaHHO U Ha XamoyuHe. M oH MOT OBITH
TeM, KTO crita3un ee MmeTny. OH cupmen 6;1u3Ko K CHelny, 1 nijaMsi [[epMHUOHBI, BEPOSITHO, OTBJIEKJIIO
ero.— [la, s. YBepeH, THl OKHfall, 4To 3T0 OyfeT He s, a KTo-To Apyrou. KTo 651 MOT 3armomgo3puTh
3auKalolerocsi Ksuppernna, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB? — XOJIOOHO CKal3an KBuppenn, ringasd Ha Hee.— Ho Ha
urpe B kBuanuy CHEUI MEITaNcs MeHst youTh. Pa3Be HET? — CIIpocuiia OHa, ¥ KBUPPEIT X0JI0mHO



paccMesincs.— [mymnast meBo4YKa, s MbITancs youTs Tebs. 4 ObI TOXKe 9TO cHenan, eciau OBl He 3Ta TBOS
IIOfIpyTa, BMEIINBAIOUIAsCs B esna [ psA3HOKPOBKU. MeNvHIa CBEPKHYJIa Ir'ma3aMu. — He Ha3bIBail ee
Tak!KBUppENI NpoUrHOPHUpPOBa ee, CHOBA IIOBEPHYBIIKUCH K 3epKaly. MeNnuHaa ciyliaaa ero
0ecCBSI3HYI0 peydb, CNIyIIas UL HamooBuHY. OH MCKajl KaMeHb [IJI CBOEro X03s1Ha, a OHa Oblyia
yBepeHa, YTO 9TOT X0351uH — BonpmeMopTt. OHa He MOrJjila 3TOro JOMYCTHTh. MenuHAa MOTSAHYIach K
CBOEMY KOJIbITy, TOTOBas CHSATE €r0, HO He yCIlella — XOJIOMHBIN BBICOKHM I'0JIOC TIPEPBAJI ee. —
Hcronb3y# OeBYIIKY, — IIUIIEN OH, ¥ IOYEMY-TO MeuHe He HPaBUIIOCh, KaK 3TO 3BYUYUT.— THI, UOU
cioma! — KpukHyn KBuppesnn, yka3eiBas Ha Hee.MenuHma CKpUITHYJIa 3y6aMu, HO chelana, Kak OblIo
BeJIeHO: MOXKET, eCJIK OH He CMOT [I0CTaTh KaMeHb, TO OHa cMoxkeT. Korfila oHa cMoTpesna B 3epKaro,
ee OKpyzKaJja ceMbs U Apy3bsi. HUKTO HUKOIIa He mokuaan ee. Ee poguTeny cHOBa ObLIM XKUBHI, OTEI]
MoOT BUOETh ee 6e3 cTpaxa. OHa HoXKuJIa [0 IIEeCTHAIATY JIET, ¥ HUUEro IJIOX0r0 He MTPOU30IILIO.
Ilaxe psooM C HeM CTOSIT MaJlbuMK, KOTOPOTO OHA MPUHsIa 3a cBoero O6pata, [Tepces. OH OvLn
3aropesneiM, Kak 4 OHa, C II0X0KKUMHU YepTaMu JIulla, HO B TO XKe BPeMS U OpyTUM. BeposTHo, oT
coOCTBEHHOM MaTepH, a ero BOJIOCH ObIIM YepHBIMHU, KakK y IToceiioHa, B TO BpeMs KaK Y Hee OHH
Obl1u 60Jiee CBETIBIMU, TEMHO-KAIITaHOBHIMU. ETo Ti1a3a Toxke OB MOPCKOT'0 3€JIEHOTO 1IBETA,
JIUIIEeHHbIe U3YMPYIHOM SPKOCTH, KOTOPYIO OHa yHacjefqoBaja oT MaTepu. Ha Buj eMy ObLIO OKOJIO
IIIECTU-CEMHU JIET, X OH OBbLJI 030PHHIM. Y Hee He OBIJI0O BpeMeHU 3alaBaThCsl BOIIPOCOM, ITOYEMY
M3MEHUIIOCh U300paxkeHue, ee 0TpaxKeHre IIPeBPaTUIOCh U3 B3POCJIOTO YeI0BeKA B ee 3Mb(OUICKYI0
TOJI0BaJy0 CYIIHOCTb.— YTO TH BUOUIIL? — moTpeboBan KBuppenn.MenuHga cMoTperia Ha
n3o0paxeHue nepen cob6oi, pa3MbIIIIAS, YTO AenaTh gasbire. OHa He MOTIJIa II03BOJIUTL eMy 3a0paTh
KaMeHb, HO ¥ He Morja go0paTtbcs 0o Taxuca, KOTrfia OH OBIIIUT e B 3aThIIOK. YTO OBIJIO IOBOJIBHO
Mep3K0, HeyKeJli OH HUKOT/la He CIIbIIAJ O IMy3bIpbKax JIMYHOTO0 MpocTpaHcTBa? OHa yxe
cobupasnack COYMHUTH KaKyi-HUOYIb MPaBOOIOA00HYI0 JT02Kb — BCE 3TO OBIIIO CIIMIIKOM JIMYHBIM, U
IOCTATOYHO OBIIO TOTO, 4TO mMpodeccop dambnmop 3Han nmpaBay. KoHeYHO, OH He JOTafbIBAJICS, YTO
[TocelmoH — 9TO TOT CaMbI "mama", 0 KOTOPOM OHa TOBOPHIIA, HO €M ObIIM T03BOJIEHEl HEKOTOPHIE
TalHBL. — B 9TOT MOMEHT 3epKajibHOe OTpaxkeHue ee OpaTa XUTPO YXMBUIBHYJIOCH U IOCTAJIO U3
KapMaHa O/1ecTsIInui KaMeHb.
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