— MoHCTpH? — MenuHaa YOUBIEHHO NOHSIa OpoBU, ee B3I OyXKaasl 1o yCTOM KOMHATe, I'he
TOJIBKO 4YTO UcYe3sa ['ekaTta.boruHs B3gOXHYJa, 3aKPHIB I'la3a, U MeruHAe MoKa3aa0Ch, 4YTO OHA 4YTO-
TO HameBaeT ceOe mox Hoc. CeKyH/0M 103:Ke KOMHATY 03apuJI0 YePHOe CBeUeHre, ¥ B pyKax ['eKaTkl
MaTepuaaru30Banach TAXKenas KHATa, CJIOBHO COIIeAIas C MpayHbIX CTPAHUIl APEBHETO TpUMyapa. —
[Togapok oT MeHsi. MOXKeIlh CYUTATh 9TO CBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM I'PHMyapoM, — IIpou3Heca [ekaTa,
e[Ba 3aMEeTHO yJILIOHYBIIKCH, U C BUAUMBIM YCUIIHEM Ilepefana MenuHpae yBecucThil ToM. KHura
Oblna YepHOM, Ha 00JI02KKe KpacoBaJiCs CUMBOJ ['eKaThl - TOT CaMbIi, KOTOPHIM Yallle BCETro
BOCIIPHHUMAJICS KaK ee JIMYHBIN 3HaK, TOT XKe, YTO0 MenHa HapuCcoBaJa Ha MOy, YTOOH IpU3BaTh
ee. — BHyTpH - Bce, 4TO Tebe HYKHO 3HAThH O TOM, KaK CTaTh MoyooromMm. MOHCTPHI, 60TH,
3HaMeHHUTHIEe Moy6oru. [laxke HECKOJIbKO HEIJIOXUX 3aK/IMHaHUM, KOTOpEIe, 5T yBEpeHa, OJHaK Ikl
Tebe npuropaTcs. M, KoHeuHo, He 3a0bIBail O IPY3bSAX U COIO3HKKAX. UTO-TO HEJTaflHOE TBOPUTCS B
3TOM Mupe, MenrH{Ia, YTO-TO, YTO MOXKET CTaTh KOHIIOM BCETO XXMBOTO, BKITIOYAss MOUX BOJIIEOHBIX
feTeil, — cepbe3HO mpousHecina ['ekaTta, 1 MenuHga KMBHYJa, CIIOBHO IBITASICh YHATH APOXKD,
npo0eKaBIIyIo 0 ee Teny. — 4 Oydy... cTapaThcsi, — mpolenTana MenuHaa, ¥ ['ekaTa KUBHYIa B
oTBeT. — Hy, Torfa MHe mmopa Bo3BpalaThCs K CBOUM 0053aHHOCTSIM, II0Ka MEeHs He 3aMeTHUJIH.
Ynauwy, Jlun, — npoenTtana ['ekata, 1 MenuHga MHCTUHKTUBHO OTBEPHYJIACH, 3aKPHIB I'JIa3a, Korga
sipKasi BCIBILIKA CBeTa [IOKMHYJIa KOMHATY, OCTaBUB ee B TUIINHe.MenuHa He MOrjla TOYHO
BCIIOMHUTD, KaK OHa Jo0pasnachk 0o KpoBaTH Ha CJefylollee YTPo, HO YyYBCTBOBaJa cebst
OTAOXHYBIIIEH, KaK HUKOT[a 3a ocjefHee BpeMs. ['epMUOHa, K CHaCThI0, TOXKE OIIpaBUIaCh OT CBOETO
0/IM3KOr0 3HAKOMCTBA CO CMEPThI0, KaK u PoH ¢ HeBuiioMm. MenuH[a Bce ele mpedbiBajia B IIIOKE OT
TOTO, YTO MuJeHias I'peliHaKep conrana yUuTesio HaKaHyHe BeuepoM, HO 3TO CTPaHHOe COOBITHE
cONMU3UII0 UX YeTBEPHIX. [Iocye TOM X3I0YyUHCKOM HOYM OHU CTajl IpaKTHYeCcKH Hepasny4yHsl. Kak
roBopuna ['epMrOHa, €CTh BEIIH, KOTOPHIE HEBO3MOXKHO IEPEXKUTH, HE CTaB OJIU3KUMU OPY3bSIMHU.
CpaxkeHHe C TOPHBIM TPOJIJIeM OBIIO OMHOM U3 HuX.MeIuHa BCe ellle He MOTJIa OIPeNeIuThCs, YeMy
BepuTh. C OHOM CTOPOHEHI, ee He yOus manbHou brnymxkep. C mpyroi, KTo-TO CrIa3uil ee MeTIy, efiBa
He JIMIIUB ee XKU3HU. Ee apy3bs OblIK yBepeH:H!, uTo 3To CHeln, a MenuHaa He OblJla TaK yBepeHa.
CHeiin OBITT TOM ellle IITYKOW, HO He Ka3aJICsl YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIN IBITAETCS COBEPIIUTE YOUNCTBO
IIPY TAKOM KOJN4eCcTBe cBUpeTesei. [I0KHO OBITh, CYIIeCTBOBaNO 6ojee paBOonono0Hoe
o0bsicHenre. OHa MPOCTO He 3Haa, Kakoe.— f MOTy CecTh 3[ech? — MenuHOa UCIyTaHHO MTOAHSIa
r71a3a, MOJI0XKUB PYKYy Ha TpuMyap, momapeHHb# ['ekaToi. OHa Obllla yBepeHa, YTO HUKTO, KpoMe Hee,
He CMOXKET ero IIPOYecTh - B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH OBIJT Ha APEBHETPEYECKOM, - HO IeHCTBOBAJIa
pednekTopHo. [leByIKa Obljia ee pOBECHUIIEH, C He0EeCHO-TONyOLIMY TJla3aMU U CpPeHe-PyChIMU
BOJIOCaMu. MenuHAY Iopa3ui ee rajacTyK u MaHTun CnudepuHa. — Koneuno, — orBetusna MemnuHfa,
U [eByIlIKa cefla pagoM. — Ho moyemy ThI X04elllb CUOETh CO MHOU? [leByllKa IT0XKaja IiedaMu. —
Hy, aTo HaBepHsKa OymeT pa3apaxkaTh Maindos mo nyHH 1 00paTHO, — Havasla OHa. — U TH He
KaXKeIbCsl TAKUM YK 3aHOCUMBBEIM, KAKUM TeOs BHICTaBISIOT Apyrue Cnusepussl. A JadHa
'punrpacc. Menunpaa yneibHynack. — 9 Memnuuaa [IoTTep, HO TH ¥ Tak 3TO 3Haja. ['eKaTa Bejesa e
3aBeCTH Opy3eil U cOI03HUKOB. BodaMoxkHO, PoH, HeBunn u 'epMuoHa He COIUIUCH ObI CO MHOTUMHU
IPYTUMU ee Ipy3bsIMU, HO 3TO HE 03HAYaso, 4YTO y Hee He MOXKeT OBITh Apy3eil 3a mpefesiaMu 3Tou
TPOULIBI, HE TaK JKU? BpeMs B Ty HOYb IPOJIETEI0 He3aMETHO, U B KOHIIe KOHI[OB HACTYIIUJIO YTPO,
KOTTla OHA MOJI2KHA OblTa BCTPETUTHCS C OTLOBCKOM Hepeumoit. Y Hee He OBIIO KYIIalIbHOI'0 KOCTIOMA,
HO, K ee YAUBJIEHUIO, KOTla OHa HEIPHYJIa B JOK Ha OJHOU CTOPOHE 03€epa, XOJIOgHAasd BoJa He
3amMopo3uiia ee 00JIe3HEHHO ¥ He MoKa3aliack MOKpoi. — Oro, — mpoinenTana MenuHaa,
OTJIAABIBASICH II0 CTOPOHAM. Bce [0mKHO OBbIJI0 OBITH Pa3MBITHIM, TPYAHO PA3TIAeTh, HO OHa BUfela
BCe yeTKO. OHa mopafoBajack, YTo Oblja MpaBa, KOTOa TOBOPHUA, YTO el MeIlaeT TO, YTO ee HUKOTa
He Y4UJIY 1J1aBaTh, U TYT ee oceHuso. OHa Awllliana... Iog Bogou. — KpyTo, — mpou3Hecsa OHa,
Ha4aB IIJIaBaTh II0 03epy, TIIATEIbHO CJIefs 3a TeM, YTOOH JepKaThCs MOablle OT BeJIMKaHa-
kKanbMapa. OHa He 3Hasa, OymeT 1 OH roTOB YOUTD ee UM HeT, HO He X0TeJla PUCKOBaTh. K ee
YIOUBIIEHUIO, B 03ePe IeNCTBUTEILHO BOAMIACh HOpMaJjbHas peifa, ¥ TO, YTO OHA MOTJIa IOKJISICThCS,
YTO IMOHKMMAET LIKOJIY PhI0, KOT[ia OHU MIPOHOCSTCS MUMO, YyTh HE 3aCTaBUJIO €€ CIIOTKHYThCS, KOTHa
oHa mbina. OHa ¥ He 3HaJIa, YTO B BOAE MOXKHO CIIOTKHYThCS, TIOKa IIOYTH He moOuIachk 3TOro. —



MenuHpma, — OOJIETeNI 0 Hee ToJIoc, ¥ OHA OCTAaHOBHJIACH ITOYTH B MSTH MUJISIX OT TOTO MECTa, I'ie
IIPHITHYJIa B 03epo0. [10 3TOr0 MOMEHTa OHa U He MOJ03peBasia, 4To YepHoe 03epo Ha caMoM felie
Takoe Oombinoe. [ImaBast B Boje, MenuHOa OTJIsAeIach BOKPYT, ee rila3a PaCUIMPUIUCh OT QUTYPHI,
KOTOpas mpeacTana nepen Hei. OHa OblIa MpeKpacHa, ee BOJIOCH IJIaBaIu B BOME, CJIOBHO OBIITH
YaCThIO BOOBI, HO OHU OBITM TEMHO-KPACHBIMY, HallOMUHass MelnuHIe BOJIOCH ee MaTepu. YepTrl Tulla
JKEHIIWHEBI OBIITM 3HAKOMEI, a T'7la3a - PHoJIeTOBO-CHHUE, 1IBET, KOTOPHIM OHA BUJIEJIa PaHblIle, elle o0
XorBaprtca. — THI, TH HEpeuga? — YOUBIIEHHO CIipocuia MenuHa. 9To Oblyla Ta camMasi aCCUCTEHTKa,
KOTOpas BCerfa oMorasa ei B 6u0nuoTeke HaAWTU KHUTH, KOTOPHIE OHA JEeUCTBUTENIBHO MOTJIa
npoyuTaTh. ONWH UK OBa Pa3a 3Ta XKeHIUHa AaXe MbITalach IOMOYb el HEMHOTO JIy4Ille TOHSTh
QHTIUUCKUM S3BIK. [I0Ka eMMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA MOTJIa IPOYUTATh IT0-aHTJIMMCKH, - 9TO CBOE UMSI,
HECKOJIbKO HeOOJIbIINX CI0B U, KOHEYHO XK€, OHa Hay4uJiaCh IPOU3HOCUTH CBOE UMS M0-aHTJIUUCKHU.
XoTs eit 00JbIlle HPABUJICS OPEBHETPEYECKUH S3LIK U 3aK/IMHAHKE, KOTOPOe OHAa HaKOHEI-TO
OCBOMJIA, YTOOHI IIEPEBECTH €TI0 Ha aHTIUNCKUM. E#f OBIJT0 HHTEPECHO, MOXKHO JI CYUTATh 9TO JIEHBIO
UJU XKyJIbHUYeCcTBOM? — [la, TBOU OTeL] JOBEPUJI MHE TBOE POXAEeHUE. XOTs MHOTME Hepeuasl 3HaloT,
YTO THI - YaCTh MOPS, OHU He YBePEeHHl, KaK UMEeHHO. {1 0fHa U3 HEMHOTUX, KTO 3HA€T, 4TO THI - [04Yb
Bnagelku [Tocerimona. — O, — mpoiienTana MenuHOa, a 3aTeM pukycuna rydy. — ['ekaTa Benesna
MHe OBITh 3[eCh, YTO-TO O JapaX. Y MeHs TOXe eCTh BOIPOCH], ['eKaTa OTBETHIIA Ha BCe, YTO MOTJIA,
HO... — THI ellle Moo U pacTepsiH. O0ugenack, 4To OTEll TaK U He 3a0pas Te0s OT CECTPH MaTepu?
— Hepewnpa BrITIAA€eIa TaKOU IeYasibHOM, Y4TO MenuHga He CMOrJjia CaepXaTh 3JI0CTh, KOTOPYIO OHA
KOIIMJIA C TEX IIOP, Kak IIOHSNa, YTO He ABNsAeTcS mo4uepsio [xxenmMca [IorTepa. — [IoBeps MHe,
MenuHpga, TBOU oTell mo0uT Teds. OH mprcMaTpUBaEeT 3a TOOOM, KOTIa MOXKET, TakK ke, KaK U 3a
OPYTUMU CBOMMU [EeTbMHU-TI0Ny0oramMu. ['maza MeuHOE PaCIIUPUIUCh. — Y MEeHS eCTh OpaThs U
cectprl? Hepeuna ynei6Hynack. — TONBKO ellle OOWH, Kak TH. [Iepcei, s qymalo, 4TO BlIagblKa
[TocerimoH yxke paccka3biBajn Tebe 0 HeM. MenuHaa HaxMypuiack. — Ho B Mmudax... Hepeuna
B3[I0XHYJIa.
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