MenuHaa TEPIETh HE MOTJIa MOACTYIIXBaTh. EIEé B HAYaIbHOH IITKOJIe YYUTENb BHYIIIUII €#, YTO 3TO
nypHoit ToH. Ho 4TOo eit ocTaBanmock menath? [Iypciu, CIIOBHO OTOPOCUB €€, KaK HeHYKHBIN MyCcop,
BBILIIBBIPHYIM U3 KyXHU BMecTe ¢ [lamu, moxoxkuM Ha 6echopMeHHbIH 1map cana mis 0oynuHra. Bee
13-3a TAMHCTBEHHOT 0 IIMChMa, afPECOBAaHHOIO0 €l, a He M. MenuHa He IPUBLIKJIa K UCTEPUKaAM,
Iypcnu SICHO majy IOHSTh, UTO UX TePIIeHHe UCCAKAEeT TOIbKO B OTHOIIeHUH [Tamnu. Ho 3To Obin
BCET0 JIMIIIb BTOPOM pa3, Korfaa KTO-TO JapHUIl eX YTO-TO, IIePBHIY - MUCTep IToceiimoH. MEICHE O
IoflapKe MepeHecsa e€ K 0XKepeJibio, lexkalneMy Ha rpynu. OHa Hafiessach CHOBA YBUIETD 3TOTO
YyeJi0BeKa, OH OBLT MOX0XK Ha KOT0-TO M3 IIPOIIIOro, HO BCe OBIJI0 pa3MBITO. TOJIBKO TEITHIN 0TOIeCK
yNbIOKY, KOTOPHIM BCerfa HallOMUHAJ e 0 e€ oTiie. Ho Bemb €€ oTelr ObIJT MePTB, He Tak MTu?MenuHaa
3acToHasa, Korga [aanu ouepeqHOU pa3 yoapui eé 1o ronose. [ KycKa caja, KaK ero Ipo3Baiy,
3TO0 OBIJIO HECTIOXKHO, BE[h OHA JieXKasla Ha IOy, IbITasCh YBUAETh U YCIBIIIATh, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT 3a
nBeprio. K coxanenuto, [lagmu BRIMTPal IpaBo Ha OTBEPCTHE [ Kiio4a. Eil 0cTaBasloCh TOIBKO
MOJIMTBCS, YTOORI OH He yCeJICs Ha Heé cBepXy.— S He MOTepINIio HU OMHOT'0 U3 HUX B CBOEM [IOMe,
[Tetynusi! — npoperyan Bepaod.— Tcc, BepHOH, Thl HACTOPOXKMUIIL COCEMiel, — MpollernTasia
[TeTtynus.— Xorsall, Marus Ha caMoM fese! — oTpe3an BepHod.MenuHaa nopasuia B3goX, HO amiu
He ob6rafian TakKuM caMOKOHTposeM. O6a Obl/I MIOKKWPOBAHHL: s BepHOH TPOU3HEC CII0BO Ha GYKBY
"M". MenuHOa BCIOMHUIIA, KaK €€ OTXJIECTANIX B TPU UIIM YETHIPE T'ofla, KOTJa OHa OCMEeJIHIach
IIPOU3HECTHU 3TO CII0BO.— BepHOH! — B3BU3THYIa TeTs [leTyHuUs, SBHO OCKOpOIeHHas. — MH
IOJIKHEI YTO-TO CHEeJIaTh. MBI 3HAJM, YTO 3TOT JeHb HACTYIIUT, HO HUKOTa He IyMaJu, 4To OymeM
nenatb.— Huuero, Mbl HU4ero He 6ymem menath, [1eT, — oTpe3an BepHoH.MenuHaa HaXMypUIach.—
Y Hee Teneph CBOSI KOMHATA, C T€X IIOP KaK IMOSBUJICS 3TOT IIPOKJIATEIM YEJI0OBEK... OHa CTaja JIy4lie
nuTaThcs. Ha Hac y HuX HU4Yero HeT. Ecnu moHagoOUTCsI, MBI yiiieM Tyda, Toe OHU Hac He HalgyT.—
Ho...— He "HO0", [TeTyHusa! Msl IpOUTHOPUPYEM HX, ¥ OHU YUAYyT.MenuHpma ObICTPO MOJHSAACH Ha
HOTH, €[IBa He CTONKHYBUIUCH C [Jamgnmu.— CMOTpH, Ky[ia UOelllb, YPOI, — OTPBLI3HYJICS OH, TONKas €€ K
CTEeHe ¥ IIoMYaJICs BBepPX I10 JieCTHULle. MenuHaa 3bIpKHYJa eMy BCIIe[ U, YCIIbIIIaB, Kak
TIOBOpAuMBaeTCs [IBepHas pydyka, Opocuiachk K ieCcTHuUIle ¥ B30exkaJsa 1o Hel cpa3y Ha TpH
cTyneHbKHU. K TOMy BpeMeHU, KaK TeTs WU A8 Morju Obl YBUOETh €€, OHa yXKe Oblna B CBoei
KoMHaTe. CHIsd Ha KpoBaTH, OHa He MOTJla He 3alaBaThCsl BOIIPOCOM, UTO MMeJI B BULy €€ Osfs.
Cepne3HO 1 OH TOBOPUIJI 0 Maruu, UK 3TO Oblyla MeTadopa?Crenyiomiie HECKOIbKO OTHEH ObIIu
cyMacInenmuMu. MenuHa He Obljla YBepeHa, KTO COPBETCS IIEPBLIM, HO B UTOT€ 3TO OKA3aJICs eé
OSA0S TI0CTIe ThICAY MUCeM, KOTOPhIe IPOHUKAIU BO BCe IIeJId, KOTOPhle OHU MOTJIM HauTU B JOMe.
BorbIne Bcero mocranock apiMoxony. Kpuku u BOIIM €€ pOfCTBEHHUKOB, KOTMla OHA IIbITarach
1oMaTh CBO€e MUCHhMO U yOexkKaTh, YTOOH IIPOYUTATE €ro, OBIJIK B HEKOTOPOM POf€e 0CBEXKAIIMH.
E#l xoTenoch BEPUTh, UTO 3TO KapMa, UM, MOXKeT ObITh, O0Tu ObIIM Ha €€ CTopoHe. KOHEUYHO, 9TO
nnuiock Hemoinro. OHa OblyIa YBepeHa, YTo eé Osas cioMaeT pebpo, Korja CXBAaTUT €€, Kpruda, 4To
ye3xKaeT U XBaTUT C Hee 9TUX NMPOKIATHIX nuceM. OHa HE COMHeBanach, 4YTO OH CHIT II0 TOPJIO, HO eIle
Oonbille oHa Obl/la yBepeHa, YTO ero pacCydoK CJIoMasics, KaK BeTOYKa IT0Jl CarioroM.BoTHEl BOIbI
pa3buBaNuCh 0 CKasbl, Korga MenmuHa jiexkarsa Iof TPSAMKOM, KOTOPYIO €€ POACTBEHHUKY Ha3bIBa/IH
O[leslJIOM, Ha KeCTKOM IeCUaHOM II0JTy KOTTe[XkKa Ha CKaJjle IOoCpenu Mopsi. BelIo X0JI0[HO, IIyMHO, U
eyl y&Ke HavyaJo Ka3aThCs, YTO OHA TepPsSeT YYBCTBUTENNbHOCTh B HOTaX. A MOXKET, OHU 3aCHYIIH,
Pa3MEIIIIIsIa OHa PO ce0st, pUCys Ha IecYaHOM IOBEPXHOCTH 1o CO60M Mpa3gHUYHbIH TOPT.— C
OHEM poxpaeHHus, MenuHpa, — IpolemnTana oHa cebe, KOTa HACTYIIHIa ITOCIeNHsIsT MUHYTA Iepex
TIOJIYHOYbIO U €€ mHeM poxkaeHus. 31 uions ei opunranbHo ucnonHunock 11 net.lIlTopm OB XyXKe
TeX, KOTOphle el JOBOAMIOCh HabIiofaTh, @ MOXKET, 3TO IIPOCTO OT TOTO, YTO OHA OKa3aJjiaCh IIOCPenH
Mopsi. [IpaBaa, Y He€ He OBITIO CTpaxa Mmepen MopeM, OHa ero nmobuna. OHO OBIIO TPEKPACHHIM U
TOCTENIPUMMHBIM, KaK [aBHO MOTEPSIHHBIM POOCTBEHHUK WU Ny4lini Apyr. OHa He yMeJa IjIaBaTh,
HO el Ka3aJioCh, YTO MPU XKeJIaHUU OHa CMOXKeT OBICTPO Hay4YuThCsa.MenuHaa 3afoXHyIach, KOTroa
CHApyKHY pa3fascs pokouyuui 3ByK. OHa He OblJIla YBepeHa, XOPOII0 9TO MJIU IIJIOX0: CKajla PYIIUTCS
B MOpe UM B HUX yhapuiia MonHus? HeyKenu oHY Bce BMecTe IMOTUOHYT 37ieCch, Ha 3TOM cKaje? Ei
3Ta MBICIb COBCEM He HpaBUJIACh, el ObII0 aOCOIIOTHO BCEe PABHO, UTO CIIYUYUTCS C €€
POICTBEeHHWKAaMH, — HY JIafIHO, MOXKET ObITh, HEMHOTO He BCe PaBHO, — HO el OBl He XOTEeN0Ch



yMUpaTh BMECTE C HUMU U3 Bcex NMmoaei.BYM! 3To coTpsiciio KOTTenX, U €€ POICTBEHHUKY BCKOUMIIN
Ha HOTM KaK Pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOrfia Beps Oblyta BEIOMTA.— UTO 3TO! — BOCKIUKHYT BepHOH,
XBaTasl TOHKUI CBEPTOK, KOTOPHIHM OH IIpuHEC ¢ co0oii. [I[po00OBUK — He COBCEM TO OPYXKHE, C
KOTOPHIM MenuHma 4yBcTBoBana cebss koMpopTHO. OcOOeHHO 3Has BpaxkaeOHOe OTHOIIEHKEe K Hell
ooy v TeT.— [lanouyka! Mamouka! — 3akpuyan Jamimu, OpoCcHBIIKCE 3@ MaTephio. MenruH/Ia He
CMOTJIa ciepKaTh CMEIIOK, KOTOPHIM BbI3Baja ero peakuus. E€ Ky3eH Obls1 O0JIbIlle CBUHbEH, YEM
YeJIOBEKOM, ¥ eT0 KPUK OO0JIbIle TOXOANI Ha BU3T CBUHBY, YeM Ha UCIYT 4enoBeka. OMHAKO OHa He
MOTJIa OCYJUTH €T0 3a TO, 4TO OH crpsATanca. OHa HEIPHYJIa B IIEePBHIY MOMABIIUMCS YIOI U TEHD,
KOTJa OrpoMHasi rpoMafHas Gpurypa, BO3BHIIIAIOIIAACA Hafl CaMOX OBEPhIO, BOIJIa BHYTPh. Ei
0CTaBaJIOCh TOIBKO YAUBIIATHCS, KAK OH IIOMECTUJICS BHYTPH, HO KaKMM-TO YyAOM BEJIUKaHY YAaoCh
3TO0 cpenaTh.— 4 Tpebyio, 4TOOH TH 00BACHUIACH IPSIMO cerdac! — mpopkidyan BepHoH, mogHUMas
MUCTOJIET, U MenuHa npuKycumna ryoy. YacTb e€ He 3Hala, 3a KOTo el 00/1eTh — 3a OO0 WU 3a
9TOr0 3arafloyHoro yejgoBeka.— O, TUXO ThI, BEIMKUY MYJAUHT Marrja, — OTPLI3HYJICS BenukaH, B35B
IIACTOJIET B OOHY PYKY U KPYTS €ro, KakK 3B€PYLIKY Ha BO3AYLIHOM Iape.Y MenuHas oTnana
YeJII0CTh, a MyXKYHKHa [TOSIBUJICS Ha CBET, IOOHSAB OBEPh HAa MECTO, IIpeXkfe 4YeM IIOBEPHYTHCSI K HUM
crrHOM. Kak yXe roBOpHJIOCh, 9TO OB BEJIUKAH C [JJIMHHOM KJII0YKOBAaTOM TEMHOUM 60PONOM U TaKUMU
JKe TeMHO-KallITAaHOBHIMU BOJIOCAaMU Ha rojioBe. OH OBbIJI OfIET B TO, UTO Ka3aJIoCh MIKypaMu
JKMBOTHBIX, UJTH, MOXKET OBITh, KAKMM-TO MaTePHaJioM, KOTOPHIM OHA IIPOCTO He BU[ela PaHbIIIE.
CTpaHHO, HO II0 CPaBHEHUIO C Te€M, K YeMy OHa IIPUBBIKJIa.— Thl B3JlaMbIBaelllb ABepb!— Hembas
BPHIBAThCSA TYyfa, TTe U TakK BCe pa3rpomiieHo, [lypciu, — OTrphI3HYJICS BenukaH, u ero TeMHBIE T'/1a3a-
OyCHMHKY ITPOCKaHUPOBaIu KOMHaTy. KakuM-To 06pa3oM OHU CJIOBHO IIPU3EMIIUIIACh Ha HEE, ¥ OHA
IIOHSIJIa, YTO HEMHOTO OTOMIBUHYJIACh OT TeHU. K e€ ynuBneHuio, BenukaH yXMBITBHYJICS. — AX, BOT
THI TTle, MenuHOa! — BOCKIIMKHYJI OH, 03apss ee MUPOKOM yNbIOKON. — Thl 04eHb IM0X02Ka Ha CBOUX
pomuTesnen, mpaBma. Y Tebs rita3a TBoei MaTepu.l'1a3za MenuHOB PaCIIUPHUINCE, HO JOBEpPHUE K
HEe3HaKOMIIy BCe ellle He poxpaanock. OmHAKO OH 3HaJ ee POAuTeNel, mogymana oHa.— A? —
HEYBEPEHHO CIIPOCHJIa OHa.MyK4MHa paccMesisics, 60raThlil, COUHBIM CMeX, TPO3BYUYaBIINM B TUIIUHE
KOMHATHEL.— A 4TO, KJISHYCh Oopopoi Mepnuta, Mes, 4bt r7la3a Thl CUMTajla CBOUMU? — CIIPOCHUJI OH,
JIyKaBO IPUIIYPUBIINCE. BeNvKaH chenar mar Bnepen, 1 Menu#Hza, CI0BHO IOAYNHSASICh HEBUTUMOU
cuie, arHyna HaBcTpeuy. Ee Ky3uHa 3acThijia Ha MeCTe, a TeTSA U Od0s, CAaBIeHHO LU,
OTJISIABIBAJIACH II0 CTOPOHAaM.— A Temepb CMOTPUTE CIOfa, C3P, Bbl He IIOOUETE K 3TOU [eByIIKe! —
B3peBell BepHOH, ero roioc gpoxar OT SPOCTU. — f MOKIANCS, KOTAa MBI B3SIJIA 9TO OTPOJbE, YTO
clelaeM M3 Hee HOPMAaJIbHOTO YeJloBeKa. f He M03BOIII0 BaM pa3BpaiiaTh ee!MsArkue riasa
BenukaHa 3aTBepaenu, Koraa OH ycTaBuicd Ha BepHoHa.— OCTaHOBUTE €e? — MPOIIUIIEN OH, CJIOBHO
paHeHHI 3Beph. — OcTaHOBUTL Menuuay [1oTTep OT ee COOCTBEHHOTO ITpaBa Ha poxaeHue!MenuHaa
B 3aMelllaTe/IbCTBe YCTaBUIaCh Ha Hero. Kakoe mpaBo nepBopoacTBa? PONCTBEHHUKY T'OBOPUIIH €1,
YTO ee POJUTEIN — HUKYEMHbIE ITbSHUIIB, Y KOTOPHIX HET HU KaIlJIk yMa XU CaMOCOXPaHEHUSs, YTOOH
TI0JIb30BAThCSI CPEICTBAMHU 3aIUTH BO BpeMs cekca. UYTo oHa Oblia IyCcTOM OMKUOKOM, 0 KOTOPOH
IOOJIXKHa ObLIa 103a00TUTHCS ee MaTh. MenuHaa Oblyla MaJIeHbKOM, KOI'a e 3T0 cKa3aju, U 3TO
pas30uo el cepalle, HO OHa He MOTJIa B 3TO 1OBepUTh. OHA CMYTHO IIOMHMJIA TEITYI0 CUSIOLIYI0
yNBEIOKY TOTO, KTO, KaK OHA 3HaJjla, ObII ee OTLIOM, ¥ CBEpPKaloIlie U3YMPYOHEIE TTla3a, HEMHOTO
IOPYToro OTTEHKA, HO C TOM XKe SIPKOCTBIO, UTO U Y Hee, MOI0IIKe el Kobi0enbHyI0. BripoueM, oHa He
MOTJIa BCIIOMHUTH KOIBIOeIbHY0.— $1 He IMOTEPIIII0 B CBOEM JOMe HUKOT0 U3 TBOETo poxa! — B3peBen
BepHoH, 11110 ero 6arpoBesIo, CIIOBHO CIIEJIBINA TOMULOP. — XOTell OBl I IOCMOTPETh, KaK TaKou
BEJIMKKY MarJl, Kak Thl, IOMBITAETCS OCTAHOBUTH ee. OHa 3amucaHa B KHUTaX Ha 00y4yeHUe B
XoreapTce C Tex Iop, Kak el efiBa UCIonHUNach Hepenst! OHa OyAeT yUUThCS B IIKOJIE JIyYIIAX YMOB
B MUDE ¥ I10f] PYKOBOACTBOM JIyYIlIeT0 JUPEKTOPa, KOTOPOTo Korga-mubo 3Han Xoreaptc!— 4 aToro
He MOTepIlT0! — CHOBa MpoIuen Benrkas, ero ronoc ObUI X0JIOfeH, KaK 3UMHUYN BeTep.JIuto asigu
yXKe MOYTH ITIOCUHEJIO0, HAaCTOIbKO OHO OblI0 OarpoBriM.— IIpocTuTe, €3p, — Havana MenuHa,
HEMHOTO ITOfaBIIKUCh Bliepen. — Ho 4To BH uMeeTe B BUAy nof XorsapTcoM?I' ma3a Benukana
PaCIIUPUIIKCh, CIIOBHO OH yBUAEJ pUBUAEHNE.— T0 €CTh TH He 3Haellb? — CIIPOCUII OH, ero rojoc
Ov1n 07IOH HegoBepusi.OHa oKavaa roinoBoi.— Menuupaa I[ToTTep, He 3HaeT? — MpoOOPMOTaJ OH, a



3aTeM CJierKa IIOKpacHen U COuKupoBal Ha ee asaai0. — [YPCJIW!Ee gsanoa 3ammurier, MeTasiCh
3aroBOPHUTh, HO BenukaH mepedust ero:— 4 yxKe TOBOPUII, MBI IIOKJISJIUCh, YTO UCKOPEHUM 3Ty
HeeCTeCTBEHHYI0 UyIllb. Marus, roBopio 5, 3TO Uyllb. OTO HE €CTECTBEHHO U He HOPMAJIbHO.
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