I'maBa 2: [IBephb B KOHIIE KOpUAOpa

CopmepkuMoe KOHBepTa OBIII0 HEBEJIMKO, Ka3aJ0Ch, TaM JiexKas TOJIbKO OfIUH JIUCT OyMaru.
Ho Ha 3ToT pa3 Illepiok, KOTOpHIi 6€3 CTECHEHUS IIOTPY3UIICS B BHIMBIIIIEHHYIO XKU3Hb, ITPOCHYIICS.

OH B mepBHIi pa3 He 06paTw/I BAUMAHUS Ha ITUCHMO, VIIABIIee Ha I10JI, a C ITHPOKO PACKPHITEIMU
r7a3aM¥ YCTABUJICS Ha COBY, KPYKUBIIYIO HaJl €T0 TOJI0BOM, ¥ B HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTH IIOOyMat:

«[Ipupy4nnu coB Ojisl JOCTaBKU MKUceM? ITO TPafAULIMOHHLIM 00bIYail cpenu OpuTaHCKoW 3HaTH? Kak
WCIIOJIb30BaHUe JIeTAlONX ronydeii B ipeBHeM Kutae?»

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OH He OBLT 9KCIIEPTOM B U3yYE€HUHN MHOCTPAHHOM UCTOPUM U 00kIYaeB. He mblTasich
NOHATH npuunHy, lllepnoK mokaydas rojIoBOY ¥ HaKJIOHUJICS, YTOOH! TOJHSATH MMUCHMO C II0JIa.

Korpga coBa yBuesna, 4To OH ITOOHSII MMChMO, OHA IlepecTasia KpyxKuTh B Hebe. II0CKONIbKY OHa He
TIOJTy4Yuia Harpajbl B BUAE efbl, 0Ha Opocuiia B3TJISA Ha HeMHOTO omnejoMiieHHoro Illepoka, a 3aTeM
B3MaxHYyJla KPLIIbSIMH U I0JIeTela B 6IM3/1eXKalui J1eC IOBUTh MBIIIEH.

KoneuHno, Illepnok He 3Ha, 0 4eM AyMasa coBa. OH XMypui 6POBHU ¥ U3y4asl IIKUChMO B CBOEH pYKe.

KonBepT OB CHeIaH U3 MJIOTHOTO MePraMeHTa, afipec OblT HaluCaH 3eJIeHEIMU YePHUIIaMH, MAapKH
Ha HeM He OBII0.

[Muctepy Illepnoky ®oppecty, Marnonus poyn, 13, Cyppeii]

Wmst Ha KOHBePTe Ob17T0 er0 coOCTBeHHEIM. OH IepeBEPHYII MUChMO ¥ YBU/IEI Ha JIUIEBOM CTOPOHE
BOCKOBYIO ITe4ath u rep0d.

JleB, opesn, 6apcyk u 3Mes OKpYyKajli 3arjlaBHyio OYKBy «H».

OMb6eMa, COCTaBIEHHAS U3 YeTHIPEX XKHUBOTHBIX, Ka3aaach CTPAHHO 3HAaKOMOH, Ho IIlepiok He MOT
BCIIOMHUTbD, I'ie OH BU[IEN 9TOT repod.

HOCTy‘-IaB IajblieM I10 TOJIOBE, OH MOKavas ronoBoi. OH He CIelnI HeMeaJIeHHO OTKPEBEITE KOHBEDPT, a
Jep2KaJll ero BMeCTe C 3aBelllaHuEM B PYKe, COGI/IpaHCb HUIOTH TOMOI.

K04 0T foMa 1 K104 OT KOMHATH OBLITIH CBSI3aHEI BMeCTe, U KOI'la €r0 BBEIIIKCHIBAJIN K3 60J'IBHI/II_IBI,
6OJ'I]E>HI/ILIa BEPHYJIa UX eMy BMeCTe C IPDYT'UMHU JINYHBIMHA BEIlaMH.

PxaBas OBEPL U3Oajla CKpI/Il'IFIH.[I/Iﬁ 3BYK, OTKPHIBASACh.



Ha mBope pa3pociuck COpHsAKU. EMy HpaBUIOCH, KOTHa BCe BHITTIAIEINO OnpsiTHO. Crerka
negaHTUYHEIHA [[IepT10K HaXMypPHUIICS.

Ho, KoHeYHO, ceriyac y Hero He OBIJI0O BpeMeHU 3aHUMaThCs 3TUM. OH IIPOIIIeN IPsSIMO 0 TPOIKUHKE,
OKPYKEHHOU COPHSKaMHU, U HOIIeN J0 OBEPH 0Ma.

Korpa oH npomoiKuil OTKPEIBaTh ABEPD KIIOUOM, U3 CTapOU JEPEeBIHHOU ABEPU BOPYT pa3faics
OIAHHBIA «CKPUII».

IlTepyoK maxke He yCIea BCTaBUTh KJTI0Y B 3aMOYHYI0 CKBAXKMHY, KaK IBEPh CaMa PaclaXHyIach.

OH TyT e 3aCThUI Ha MeCTe, OLIyIasi HeoObSICHUMBIN XOJIOOHBIN BeTEP, TPOHECIINICS MUMO.

Kak BHITQIOMIUKACS MOJIOHOM YeJI0BEeK, BOCIIUTAHHLIM IEeBSATHIO roflaMu 00sI3aTeIbHOT0 00pa30BaHus U
CeMbI0 TolaMu KauecTBeHHOTr0 00yuenus: B Kutae, Illepok OB THIUYHLIM MaTePUATUCTOM B CBOEH
IIPOIIION XKU3HU.

XoTsa IIPOXU30IIJIO CTPAaHHOE coOBITHE, KOTOPO€ 3aCTaBHUJIO €r0 MePpeEMECTUTLECA B IIPOIIIJIOE U BCEJIUIIO
OyIny, KOTOPYIO HEBO3MOZXKHO OBITIO OOBSICHUTE C HaquOﬁ TOYKHU 3PEHNA, Ha KaKOE-TO BPpeMI €T0
MBICJIM HEe U3MEHUIIUCE.

«IIpuspaku?» - [llepyioK moKayda TOJI0BOM U YILIOHYJICS.

Kak B3pocirie 00MaHBIBAIOT JeTeH Maruel, Mpu3paky - 9TO IPOCTO BooOpazKaeMble CyIIeCTBa,
IPUIyMaHHBEIE B3POCIIBIMU, YTOOB 0OMAHBIBATh JPYTMX B3POCIIHIX.

IomxHO ObITH, ABEPH MIPOCTO He OblIa 3aKPhITa, ¥ CITy4YalHEIN IIOPEIB BETPa paclaxHyJl ee.

Haiigsg HayyHOe 00bsiCHEHUE, laB ce0e oImpaBOaHue U MONy4YuB yTelieHue, [llepok TONKHY ABEPh U
BOIIIEJI B IOM, KaK HHU B YeM He OBLIBaJIO.

B oTnuuwne ot 6ecnop5{nKa BO OBOpPE, rOCTHHAA JOMa YOUBUTEIEHO OIIPATHA.

OpHako B KOMHATe B IIeJIOM IlapHuila MpadHas aTMocdepa.

CHapyXu IpKoOe COJIHIle, HO B JOM IIOYTHU He MPOHUKAIOT COJIHEUHEIE JIY4YHU, U3-3a Yero OH HallOMUHa
CpeIHEeBEKOBHEIM 3aMOK C yApydamlel aTMochepou.

[ITepsOK TIOJIOKWIT 3aBellaHre ¥ KOHBEPT Ha TYMOOYKY Yy BX0fa, 3aTeM CHSIJI TalbTO U yKe
cobupascsi OpOCUTHL ero Ha AUBaH, KaK BOAPYT 00HapyKuj, 4YTO HEU3BECTHO OTKYZa PSIAOM C HUM
TIOSIBUJIAChH BeIlasika A7 OfeXKIHL.



OH 0CTaHOBUJI IBUXKEHHE PYKH U C IIOOO3PEHHEM IIOCMOTPEN Ha BeIIaJIKy, KOTOPadA CTOAJIa B IIare OT
Hero CIIpaBa.

«BrIIa 11 oHa 3[ecCh TOJIBKO YTO?»

KoHeuHO, 3T0 OBIIM IPOCTO Momo3peHus. C caMoro Havasa BHuMaHue [llepioka OBIIO
COCPenoTO4YeHo Ha 06CTaHOBKE TOCTUHOM, ¥ OH He 0Cc000 CIe U 3a TeM, ObIJIM JTX BelllalIKX Y [IBEPH.

OH noBecHI MaJbToO Ha BeIIaJIKy W BOLIEII B TOCTUHYIO C 3aBE€IlaHUEM U ITUCHEMOM.

M KaK TOJIbKO OH IIOBEPHYJICS U BOILIENI B KOMHATY, BelllajiKa C eTo IajbTo BAPYT 0XKUJla ¥ 6eCIIyMHO
CMeHMIIa MTO3UIINI0, BEPHYBIIKNCH U3 NepeqHell YaCcTH OBEPU B HEIIPUMETHHBIN YTOI.

[lepmok, MOBEPHYBIINNICS K Hell CIIMHOU, JaXKe He 3aMeTHUJI 3TOrO.

Boligs B KOMHATY, OH CHayajla OCMOTPEJI BCe KOMHATHL B IOMe.

3a UCKII0UEHUEM IIJIOXOT0 OCBEI[eHUs, 3TO OOBIUHLIN YHUCTLIN TOM.

[TpocTo y X0351MHa HEMHOTO PETPO BKYC, ¥ OoJblIasg 4acTh MeOeu B JOMe BHIIOJTHEHA B CTUTIE
€BPOIENCKOTr0 CPeJHEBEKOBESI, B COYETAHUYU C MPAYyHO# 00CTaHOBKOM 3[ECh.

9TO 3aCTaBIISJIO JIIOJIeH YYBCTBOBATh, YTO 9TO HE COBPEMEHHEIN XKHUJIOK OM, a MpayHasi KPemoCTh
KaKOT'0-TO CPEOHEBEKOBOI'0 JIOP/a.

Ho, 3a HCK/TIOYEHMEM 3THX MeJIo4Yei, HOM BEITJIIOUT JIMIIh HEMHOT'O BETXMM CHapyXKu. BHyTpu Bce
yooOCcTBa B mOPSIAKe, TPOCTPAHCTBO Gombioe. 2Kuas 30Ha Ha MEPBOM 3TaxKe U CIaJIbHS Ha BTOPOM
3TaXke UAeanbHO Pa3deseHHl.

,]:[J'If[ TaKOI'0 4YeJIOBEKa, KakK H_[epJ'IOK, KOTOpLIﬁ B I'IpOIlUIOﬁ JKHW3HU UMeIl BRICITYIO IIeJIb, OH U HEe CMeEJT
HagedaTbhCs Ha TaKoOMu HOMED.

Iaxe 0e3 HacyiemCcTBa OTIIA, OMWH 3TOT HOMEP CHEJIal ero CYaCTIUBUYMKOM.

OpHako, Korga OH OCMATpPHBAJ CIIAJIbHIO Hda BTOPOM 3TaZXKe, €0 BHUMaHNEe IIPHUBJIEKJId CTPAaHHAA
ABEPE B KOHIIE KOPHUOOPa Ha BTOPOM 3TazKe.

9To OBla cepo-uepHas IepeBsHHas OBepb. Ecnu Gl BB He IISITUIKNCH B 9TOM HAlpaBIeHUH U He
co00pa3uy B TEMHOTE JoMa, OOBIYHOMY YeJI0BEKY OBITIO OBl HEJIeTKO 3aMETHUTh 9Ty IBEDb.

Bomee Toro, Bcst iBeph ObIIa TONIOM, Ha HEM He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX Y30POB, HaXe PYUYKH.



Ecnu 651 mepHOK CquafIHO HEe 3aMETHJI METaJIJInYEeCKHeE IIEeTJIM, COeNUHAIOINNEe OBEPh CO CTEHOH, OH
MoOT OHI la’ke HeOCO3HAHHO IIPOUTHOPHUPOBATE 3TY KOMHATY.

IIo cux Iop OH HAYEro He 3aMeyall, ¥ 3Ta CTpaHHas ABepb ToXkKe OblJla OTHEeCEHA K CTPaHHBIM
IPUCTPACTHUSM €T0 HAaCTOSIIIETO TEa.

Kak korga oH 000pymoBajl CBOM IOM B «TaHYI0 6a3y CTapoi BeIbMbI».

OTYacTH U3 XKeJaHus XOPOIIo Y3HATh MECTO, TTe eMy IPeICTOSII0 KUTh B OyIyIleM, ¥ OTYaCTH U3
mo6onkITCTBa [IIepiToK BCTA Iepeq ABephio, IPOTSIHYI PYKY ¥ aKKYPATHO TOJIKHYII HEePEBIHHYIO
nBeph 6e3 Py4KH.

[IBepb NPUOTKPHLIACH, U U3HYTPU ITOKA3aJICd MATKUYU TEIJIbIi KEITh CBET.

B T0 Xe BpeMs U3-3a IBEPU BOPYT pa3faliCsd Pe3KU XKEeHCKUU KPUK:

— Illep! Jlok! ®op! Pecr!

Huyero He nogo3pesasiuuii [lepioK 0TCKOYNI Ha HECKOJIBKO I1ar0B Ha3al, ero CIKMHa Mpuxanach K
CTeHe, a BOJIOCHI BCTaiu neibom!

B aT0li KOMHAaTE OBII... KTO-TO!
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