[TpuHIE npudsy B CTONUIY CIYCTS Mecsll OKOHUYaHUS I'PakJaHCKOM BOMHEL. TpeTuil reHepan 0e3
npo6ieM YHUYTOXUIIM apMuio Opia 3oxa u CMOJIOKa, YTO He ycmenu nouTtu no 'otdpuna. 3amapn
BHOBbB I10J] KOHTPOJIEM KOPOHHL.

[TpuHLE OeTH B GIECTSAIINE Ha CONHIIE Jocrexu. H ux romoBax moOeqOHOCHEIE 30JI0THE BEHKH. B
IIPaBBIX PyKax OHM JepKaT 3HaMéHa VMmepuwu.

[Tpoiigs ckBo3b "UépHbie BopoTa" [IpHHIIL LMK 10 T06eN0HOCHOM yiulle. MUPHBIM Hapo[
IIPUBETCTBOBAJI CBOMX T'OCIION, OCHINIasi apMHUIO JIeTIeCTKaMU 1IBETOB.

3Byku OapabaHoB, TpyO u dhaHdap HanoMuHanu MMupecy neHb OUTBHL. MMepus Torga norepsna
BOCEMb THICSTY CHIHOBEM, OTIIOB, OpaTheB U MyKel. ['paxkaaHCcKas BOMHA - CTpAIIHOE Oeo.

Ho TEeIIePb HaCTaJld MUPHEIE BpEMEHaA. Bornee HUKTO He IIOCMEET KHUHYTE BBEI30OB I/IMHepI/II/I. A 3HAYWUT,
HaCTaJ 30JI0TOM BeK. Bek MHDPA U COTrJIaCud.

ApMus Me[eHHO paccackBanachk 1o myTu K Llutagenu. KTo-To yxomun K ceMbe, KTO-TO B Kabak, KTo-
TO CQ[UJICS 32 ONWH U3 MHOXKECTB BBICTABJIEHHBIX ITPA3MHUYHHIX CTOJIOB, @ KTO-TO HaC/TaXkaancs
MUPHBIM HEOOM.

BoT mpuHIIH 1 ocTaTKKU apMuu moxonaT mo Llutamenu. OHa OrPOMHa, JlaXke CKopee rpomMo3akas. Eé
co3pan bor 3emnu U3 nepBLIX MaTEepUasoB IIOM CBOeH PYKOM, X IOTOMY OHa CTOJIb OOJIbIIas, 4YTO
IIOMECTUT BHYTPH ce0s THICSYH mofel. Ha KoJloHHaxX pPUCYHKH, KOU n300paxanu MUKy boros, ux
CHUITIHI M BO3MOXKHOCTH. Ecrnu Ol He miena bora 3emnu, To penurus Obljla COBCEM UHOM.

[TpuHITE Ha KOHSAX IObIMAINCh BBEPX 110 CTyIeHbKaM HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, ITI0Ka He YBUOETU
coOpaBuuxcs y Bxoga B Llutazmens.

Cnyru, cTpaxwu, JIOPABL, TePIOTH, IPOCUTENH, APY3bs U MIOOPYTH, CECTPUIIA, MaTepu U MMmnepaTop.

Bot oH. CunpHeNINH 4€I0BeK 3a BCI0 UCTOpHUI0. CUIbHENIINH YeloBeK B MUpe. TOT, KTO B OQUHOYKY
IIOKOPUJI BeCh MaTepUK. TOT, KTO siBNIseTCS MOTOMKOM Boros. ToT, KTo OyneT npaBuTh AOJTHE Tofa
CBOell Benuyaiiiien Maruei. TOT, KTO IIPaBUT BCeM U3BECTHHIM MUpoM. fAAmup 'autie. CopokaneTHUM
MYXK4YMHa B paclBeTe Cuj, 061agaomuii BOJIocaMy 1[BeTa KPOBU U TaKUMU Ke KPOBaBEIMU T'Jla3aMH.
[Togne Hero CTOAT MaTepu NPUHIEB, KaXxaas 10 PYKY.

Musi, MOXKeT, ¥ CTajla 3a 9TO BpeMs UyTh BHIIIE, HO MAaHEPHl €€ BCE TaKKe XKe, Jal€Kue 0T UaeaoB
HacTosImel nequ. [IpuHIlecca mepxkasia B pyKax YEpPHBIA KOMOK IIIePCTH, Ha3bIBA€MHBIN KOTOM, H,
BBITJISIIBIBAS M3-3a CIIUHEL pHILIapsi, ¢ 00s137TMBOM YIBIOKOM I'la3elia Ha OpaThes.

[TpuHIIBI Ccpa3y BCTPETUIUCH B3TISIOOM C OTLIOM. ['Op/BIN, BIACTHBIN, CUIBHEIN, YKACAIOMIUN U
YIOBJIETBOPEHHEIM, OH CHEI Ha IIEPEHOCHOM TPOHEe C OTHeNKOoM u3 4uépHoro 6apxara. OTel ofeT B
CBOM JTy4Illie YEPHBIE BOEHHbBIE OJIeXKIbl Mara, B KOTOPHIX BOoeBaJl AeCITUIeTHs Ha3an. KpacHble 13-3a



ero CUJIBl 3payKu cliepBa udy4anu Jlonuana. OTell olleHuBa Bce. [Ipuuécky, 6opopy, riasa u HOC,
[OoCTexy, IBUKEHUS ¥ KOHS. KaxK bl MyCcKyJl Ha JIUIlEe U Tejle He ocTaBasics 6e3 BHUMaHUs. Cenyac
JlrouxaH JoJiKeH OBITh upeanbHEIM. M oH Ob1. Ho OTell, HeJOBOIbHO XMBIKHYB, IIOBEPHYJICST K
HWwmmupecy.

Ynri6ka. Oten yneibancs. CUIbHENIIN B MUPE YIbI0AJICSI CBOEMY CHIHY B UICTUHHOM PafoCTH U
TIOJTYYHMJT TaKylo ke ynbiOKy oT Mmupeca. ['ma3a npuHila Hamounnruch. OH HUKOTIa He BUIENT YIIbIOKU
0TIa, @ TOTOMY ¥ He BhIepXkaJsl. BriTupas cnessl npeq TeM, Kak KOHU JOUOYT N0 BO3MOXHOCTU
roBoputh, iMupec 3amomMuHan 3TOT MOMEHT HaBCerza.

TpupuaTs MeTpoB. [IpHUHIIEI CTe3al0T C KOHEN U CO BCEM TOPAOCTHIO IOAKIMAIOT 3HaMEHA BEICOKO
BBepX. LluTamens 3amoMHAIOT OBalui. [laxke OTell HECIELIHO XJIOMHYI B Jlafowu. Ho npuIio BpeMs
no3xpaBneHuii. MMmepaTop MOOHS PYKY, ¥ Bce 3amoiryasnu. 2KeCcToM OH IpuU3BaJ IPUHIIEB K cebe,
no0Iuxe.

[Tpuka3 ObUT HE3aMeIJIUTEIbHO UCTIOTHEeH. [Toka [IpHUHIIb UK, OHU MUCKAIX B TOJIIIEe KOTO-TO
BaXKHOTO [iJ1s1 cebsi. IMupec ucKas Ty, KOro OH Ha3hIBajl CBOEM MOAPYToM. Afenb MoMKHa Oblyia ObITH
rae-to 3gech. OHa He MOT/ia He IIPUXTH.

Tak u Ob1710. AfleNTb CTOSI/Ia B OKPYKEHUHU CBOUX (GPEMINH B METPAX IISITU OT UMIIEPCKOW CEMBH.
Cpenu Bcex OHa BBIETSAIACh CBOEU SIPKOCTHI0. 30JI0TOBOJIOCAS, C MaJIeHbKUMH TJla3aMU LIBeTa TPaBH,
C OCEBIIIMMU KallJIIMU O[S, TPUKPHIBABILIAS CBOE JTUII0 BeepoM ¢ repOamu LlonnepHos u ['Hulle,
TIOJlapeHHbLIM Tepeq 0The3noM camuM MmupecoM. OHa CTOsI/Ia B 30JI0TOM IIJIaThe C MHOXKECTBOM
yKpallleHuH, IparoleHHbX KaMHel 1 3aBUTYIIEK. FiMupec roBopu, KOOkl OHU C Afleb IIPOCTO
IpPY3bsi, HO IIOCJIe NONTOM pas3fyKU B3TJIA[ Ha HEeE€ 3aCTaBUJI CepAlle €KHYTh, a I'1a3a CMYIIEHHO
OTBECTUCH.

B atotr momeHT MMupec KpaeM riia3a Bunes, Kak JIiolraH ABa pa3a KOMY-TO CJIerKa KUBaeT. ITO
caMmbIi He NOOMMEBIY KecT HacnegHuKka, ¥ Maagni 3To 3Hal. MIMupec BriasabBajCsS B TOJIIY,
IILITAsICh HAUTHU TOTO, KOMY KUBHYII JItollMaH, HO 3TO OBIII0 6ECII0NIEe3HO.

Hakonern IlpuHne! BCTanu Ha KoneHu nepend MMmmnepaTtopoM. OTell 2keCTOM IIPUKa3ajl UM HOOHSATHCH.

— Bor onu. [Tobegutenu, — MMnepaTop Hadaa CIOKOMHEIM I'0JIOCOM. — Mou CHIHOBBSI BEPHYJIUCH C
TIEPBO#i CBOEY BOMHEI. Brl BeIpocniu. CTasy BEHIIIE, CUJIbHEN, YMHEH U TPpUOOPEIN HAaCTOSIINMA OIIBIT
BOEHHOTO fena. f pan BUmgeTh Bac B JOOPOM 3[paBUU.

— IlpuBeTcTByto Bac, Mmneparop, — Jltouuan OB B HanpsizKeHuu. Kymaku ero cxkathl, TyOsl
BBICKA3bIBAIOT 3ay4eHHbIe Ppa3skl, a TENO0 He OBIIUT. — MBI BepHYNIUCH € TpuyMboM. [TpuBe3nu
COKPOBHIITA U3 IIOKOPEHHBIX 3aMKOB U IOPOAI0B. MBI BEPHY/IM MU Ha 3amaf.

Orer cmupsn B3rnapoM Jlronuana. Korga HacnenHuk 3aKOHYUT peyb, TO OTel] IOOHSI JIafOHb BBEPX
U nnocMoTpen Ha Mmupeca.



— A 1HI, UMupec, Tebe ecTh 4To o0aBUThL? — ITOKA OTEIl 0XKKIal OTBETA, Y HAlllero MPUHIA U3-TI0T
HOT CJIOBHO yIIIjla 3eMJis. Tako# JIETKUi BOIPOC BEHIOK M3 KOJIeW HeyBepeHHo MMupeca.

— 4... MHe... — IHITasICh HAUTH pelleHNUs, OH II0JTydyaeT He3aMeTHHIH 711 OOJIbIIKHCTBA TOTUYOK OT
Jlronrana. Bpat HannOMHWII IIPO YyTOBOP U 3ay4YeHHBIE 3apaHee peuu. — f Ipolry 0 MUJIOCTH,
HWwmmnepartop...

— Munoctu? — fAMup nogHsa OPOBk.

— Jla. Mumnoctu. B cpaxeHuSIX Hallli BOKMCKa T00eIuIN MHOXKECTBO MSITEKHUKOB. B mepBrIe Mecsiiia
BOMHBI MBIl BOEBaJIM IPOTUB BETEPAHOB ¥ CTAPUKOB, HO K KOHI[y CTa/ld CPaXaThCs C UX NETbMU, —
pa3BepHYBIIKCH, MMUpec IIAHYI Ha CIIyTHUKOB, @ UMEHHO 3piTy XapTeH u 3pna bapnio, CTosSBIIKX Ha
KOJIEHSIX U He CMEBILUX MMOOHSATH TO0B. — 4 mporry 3a Hux. [Ipomty, 4To0 ux He HaKa3biBanu. OHU He
BUHOBATHI B BOMHE.

— BuHOBaTH UM HET, pemiaTh Oyny f. A 1moka, eciu 3TO BCE, TO MOBTOPIO: A pan Bac BumeTh, — OTen
TJISHYJI Ha COJIAAT U JIOPAOB, YTO OOIUIM [0 KOHIIA BMECTe C IPUHLaMU. — XBaTUT CULETh Ha
KoJeHsAX. Bel cBoOogHEL. ConpaTaM nopydeHa Harpafa 3a BepHyo ciayxk0y. JIopasl MoJoXKAyT Beyepa.
HeTu MATeKHUKOB OyOyT 0KuaaTh cyfa. BompHo! [Ipa3nHyiiTe BO3BpallleHNe MOUX CHIHOBEH!
[Ipa3puyy Mmos UMmnepus!

Orery BCTasl C TPOHA, ITOAHSJ PYKHU K COJIHIIY ¥ BCTPETHUII OYPIO OBaIluii.

Yepes yac Bcst UMIIEPCKas ceMbsi coOpanach B KabuHeTe MMmepaTopa. O6 aTom MecTe y Mupeca
OCTaJIUCh TOJIHKO TIJIOXKEe BocIioOMKUHaHus. OTell peiKo MOKUAall CBOM YeThipe cTeHbl. OH HUKOTTa He
3aHMMAJICS CBOMMHU ManbyuKaMu. OTell UCIIoNIb3yeT 0co00e, TONbKO cebe M3BECTHOE 3aKIMHAHUE Ha
CO37aHue MOTHOTO 3BYKOBOT'O U 3PUTENIBHOI'0 BaKyyMa B KOMHaTe. JIt000#, KTO HaXOOUTCS 3a
npeneiaMy KOMHATH, He MOXKET BUOETh U CIIBIIIAThH BCET0, YTO IPOUCXOOUT BHYTPH. OTel co3ma 3To
3aK/IMHaHNE U cendac.

JIrouyaH MOTy4usI MOIIHBIYA yOap B 4eJI0CTh. bpaT moKocuics B CTOPoHy. Jlemu AnuHOpa, €ero MarTh,
IIOAXBaTHUa ChIHA.

— Bocems Tricsiu! Bocemb! 910 TONBKO 3a oguH 60¥! — oTel] TEP KOCTSIIKY IIPaBO¥ pyKu. Ero
KpacCHBbIE TJla3a SPKO CBeTUNINCh. KpoBaBhble BOJIOCH BCTaIM ABIOOM, JIEBUTHPYS B BO3AyXe. 3yOrl OBIIN
CJIOBHO KJIBIKM OUKOTO 3Bepsi. OH Oonee He ObIT yenoBeKOM. OH IPUTBOPSIETCS CIIOKOWHBIM U
paccymuTeNnbHBEIM, KOT{Ia Ha CAaMOM [ieie XKaXAeT JIUIIb KPOBH.

Musi, cTOsIBILIasi B CTOPOHE OT BCEX, TUXO PHIAaja B yIiy. AlIMHOpPA IIuIesia CKBO3b 3y0rl. JIiomuaH,
IIOTEePSBIINYM CO3HAHUE JTUIITL Ha MUT, BIJISOLIBAICA B JIUI[0 MaTepPH, HaBUCIIEN HaQ HUM. JJIXUpPes,
MaMa Mmupeca, omoxkunaa pykKy Ha Ijiedo chiHa. CaM ke MMupec coepKuBas CTpax, IOCMOTPEN Ha
MaTh, OHITASCh HAUTH B HEU MMOKOH.



OHa OBlIa BBIIIIE BCEX B KOMHATE Ha IIe/IyIO TOIOBY. [ImuHHas 1ies. TOHKHe TEIIbie MMalblbl, Y
pociu He KakK y MMupeca, BBEPX, a HA060POT, B CTOPOHY. TéMHEIE (DHOJIETOBEIE TJIa3a YCIIOKaKBaIoIIe
CMOTpENH Ha ChiHa. KMHXKaIOBUOHEIE YEPTHI JIUIIA BMECTE C BOPOHBUM IIBETOM MJIMHHEIX BOJIOC
CO3IaBalid 3aBOpaXKKBaloIIue 3peuine. MomdanuBast, KpaCuBas U Marudeckue cuibHasi. Mmeart.

MamMa, KaK 00BIYHO, OfieTa B YépHoe miaThe. OHa HOCUT YEpHOE C TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK €€ Hapo[ Ial,
a caMa OHa OBlTa 3axXBaveHa.

— Kaxk T cmeemns 6uTh ero! On He BuHOBAT! Th ero oTnpaBun tyaa! OH He X0TeJ 3TOro! — co
cJle3aMHU Ha rjla3ax BO3MyLlasach Jienu AIUHOpa.

AnuHOpa ApPYyroro xapakrtepa, Hexenu Inxupes. OHa 110 qoOpoMy-371asi. 3alluilaeT CBOE
«COKPOBHIIE» BCeMU criocobaMu. AMHOpa - BOUTEIbHUIIA, KakK U JIiolMaH, a moToMy ceiyac Obia
ofleTa B JIETKHE OfieKOkl, KOTOPHIEe OOBIYHO IILIOTCS 7T MYKYMH. besblie IOKOHE, 3allIeTEHHEIE B [IBE
KOCHI, CBHCAIOT C Iyied. 2KenThie 3MenHbIe T1a3a CBEPKaloT B HanpaBneHuu MMnepartopa. Cnerka
nyxyoe nuio. OHa crioco6Ha MpeBpalaThCs B 30JI0TOTO PAaKOHa, eCJIM BEepPUTh cjioBaM MMupuarna,
JTronmaHa 1 6yKBaM B yueOHMKAX UCTOPHH.

— { menar 4TO X04y ¥ Korga xouy, — fAmMup noaxonut K AnusHope. — M HUKTO He cMeeT OBHIILIATH
Ha MeHsa ['OJIOC!

[TepBas KeHa IIOIy4daeT IOMEYHHY, IIOCTIe KOTOPOU IIOJIOBMHA €€ JIMIla CTaHOBUTCS KPaCHOM.
JIroIlMaH MOMBITAJICS BEIPBATHCS U3 00BSITUN MaTepPH, HO Ta ero KPemKo gepxkaria.

— Bul menaete Tak, kak 4 Bemo! 4 - cunpHenmmi! 4 - 6oromomo0HbIN! — MMmepaTop OTOIIET K
IIaHOPAMHOMY 3aCTEeKJIEHHOMY OKHY, 3a KOTOPHIM OB MpeKpacHEI 0630p Ha Bcio Ctonuiyy. — 4
co3pan 9Ty Mimnepuio. 1 BOMIOTUA CBOO 3ayMKYy. [lymaeTe, 4uTo 6e3 Bac Ob110 OBl 110 uHOMY? Bhl 06e
JIUIIb XKEHIIUHB, O1arogaps KOTOpEIM 4 crenan 3To ObICTpee, — AMUpP MTOBEPHYIICS Ha INXUPEIO, €T0
roJioc cTajn Miarde. — Beimeun ux. He X049y BUOETh UX ITOOUTHIMU.

— Ia, My, — oTBeTuNa 37bGUICKas KOPOJIeBa, OTIYCTUBIIAS ChIHA U3 O0BATHH.

— Wmupec, Musi, 3a MHOM, — ViMmepaTop, mepecTtaBasi CMOTPETh Ha TOPOJ, Pa3BEPHYJICS K CBOUM
netsMm. — JlonuaH... BedepowM 51 xny Tebs B 3aje coBeTa. He omasgriBaii.

VmmepaTop ¥ OBa ero OUTs MOKUHYNMH KaOuHeT. ITo BRIXoOy Ha miueuyd Muu cpas3y MpBITHYIT YEPHBIN
KOT, 0KUOAIOINN X0351Ky. [IpuHIlecca 0ojiee HUKOTO ¥ HUYEro He 00s7ach.

ViMmepaTop BEJ CBOUX [IeTeH IO AJTMHHBIM M IIYCTHIM KOPUAOPAM BOCHMOI'0 3TaXKa, flaBasi UM,
HaKOHEI[, BO3MOKHOCTh IIEPETOBOPUTH IIEIIOTOM.

— Ilpuser, cectpuua. [laBHO He BUAENIUCh, — Havan MMupec.



— U s papa Bac BugeTh. Kak st 60s151ach, YTO BBl HE BEPHETECH... MONTUIACh KaXXOHIU IeHh BCEM
Boram. U1 BOT BHI TYT BHOBb PSAIOM... — CJIETKa KpacHes B IleKaX, OTBedasna Mus. — CKy4yHo Obl1o 6e3
BacC...

— Buxy, 4T0 y Te0s OSBUIICSA IEPBHIU APYT, — IPUHI] B3TJISHYJ HA YEPHOTO KOTa C YOUBUTEIHHO
pa3yMHBIM B3risigoM. — Kak ero 30ByT?

— Ilyka. OH caM cKa3zan ums, npefcrapngemnib? OH TaKOW YMHBIM! — MOC/IefHUE CI0Ba IIPUHIECCA
CKasaJjla TPOMKO U BOOMYILIEBIEHHO, fla TaK, YTO aXk OTeI[ Pa3BepHYJICI ¥, TPO3HO 3HIPKHYB Ha
[EeTHUIIEeK, TPOOOJIKUII 1oX0f ganbine. — Y eme... Tereps y MeHs ecTh CBOM Pritiaps. [IpsgMo Kak y
Te0s1 cup PeitH. Ero 30ByT [I:k0H X0kBy[. [Tpo3Buile — P030BEIN PHIIAPE.

— Po30BHIl pEILIaph? 3BYYUT COBCEM He TPO3HO AJIS ABOPSIHKAHA Meya...

— OH He Mey, — XUXUKHYB, IPUKPLIB POT, 0TBeTUsIa Musi. — OH u3 MoHeTHl. Ero oter Bnageet
BCeMU LIBETOYHHIMU Mara3uHamu B Ctosnuue. [[3KO0H 3aHSAJ ITOe MeCTO Ha TYPHUDPE, U OTell
Ha3Ha4ulI ero MHe.

— He Meu u naToe MecTo? A y HEro XOpoIuui moTeHnuan... HeyouBuTeIbHO, YTO OTEL] er0 3aMeTHII.

[TpunIlecca Mus - meBoYKa COBCEM He aKTHBHAs, CTECHSIETCS I10 IoBoay 1 0e3, 60eeT ¢ caMoro
IeTCTBa ¥ IoUYTH HeoOydyaeMa Maruu. Ho HUKTO He IIOCMeeT TPOHYTh CEPALle CEMbU. MUIO 3alUIIAIOT
abcomoTHO Bce. OTel MUYHO 00ydaeT e€ Maruu. O6e UMIepaTPHUIE yXaKUBAIOT 3a IPUHIIECCOH, He
xkanest cun. OfHaXKOB OOWH M3 TIYIIEIX TePLOrCKUX JeTel ocKopOun Muio, 1 4epe3 yac 3TOro Masblia
HAITU TOOUTHIM ¥ TOJIBIM 3a cTeHaMu Llutagenu. Kak 1mo3:ke BBISCHUIIOCH, MaJIbYHUIIKa ObIT U30UT
JTrormarnoM. A uto MMupec genaet ayiss Muu? [IeITaeTcst OBITh XOPOIITUM CTapIITUM OpaToM,
HaBepHoe... Mupec moppaxaert JIolaHy U Ipu /1000 BO3MOXKHOCTH 3allUIaeT MpuHIeccy. Kak u
oTel], OH He Ope3ryeT COBMECTHBEIM ypoKaM Maruu ¢ Hed. Kak ¥ uMneparpulibl, iMupec B IeTCcTBe
pacyéckiBaj BOJIOCH U Jaxke Moa0upast Hapsaasl Oy cecTpullbl. Ho Temeps y Muu ecThb CITy2KaHKH,
pHILIaph ¥ KOT. HagoOHOCTE B ceMbe MemyIeHHO TepseTcs. CKOpo eé BRIAAyT 3aMyK, OHa HaCOBCEM
nokuHeT Cronuiy. BoamoxHuo, iMupec 6omnbiie eé He yBumuT. Kak mpu TakoM packiage ObITh
XOPOIIKUM CTapImuM 6paTom?

Orell TONKAET XKeJe3Hble CTBOPYATHIE IBEPH B IIYCTYI0 KOMHATY. BepHee, OHa Teneph He TaKas yXK U
nycrtasi. Korga [Tpunust mokuganu CTONUILY, TO B 3TOM ITOMellleHun He 010 Hu4yero. Ho Temeps TyT
TIOBCIONY HETIOHSTHHIE IIyMsINKe Bellld, paboTatomue 61arogapst Kakoi-T0 HEU3BECTHOM U CTPaHHOMU
Maruu. [IpakTu4ecKu BCE IMPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT 3aCTaBIEHO AIKUKaMu, 604KaMU, KHUKHBIMU
CTellylaxkaMy ¥ CTOJIaMH.

— Anekcanap! 3akanuyuBai! f BepHycs! — MpoKpuUYan OTell, HO ero rojoc OB Clerka rpoMyue
paboTHI BCETO BOKPYT.

ITocTosiB Tak IMapy CeKyH[, OTEI HEAOBOJIEHO BEICKA3aJICA IIOO HOC 1 IIOBEJI JeTen rny6}Ke, B 3TO
CTpalrHOe MeCTO.



Vimupec u Mus ria3enu o CTOpOHaM, IIOpoxasch Kaxkaoro 3ByKa. M 0osiTbcst Ovln0 dero. [ToBciomy
BBIJIETAJI TP, B HOC OUJT CTPAHHBIMA rafKui 3amax. Yy yxe 00Jie/in OT 3ByKOB HAaKOBaJIeH, TPecKa
Yero-To, HallOMMHAIIee KOCTH, CKpPexkeTa MeTasljla U JbIXaHUs BCETr0 TOTO BOKPYT, YTO OBIIO
JKMBBIM, HO OBIJIO CO3J]aHO U3 XKeJje3a.

Wms 3a 0THOM ¥ 00SICh TIOTEPSITHCS OETH, PO 3a YroJl, YBUAEIH CTOpOaTUBIIET0CST Haf CTOJIOM
CTPAHHOTO YeJI0BeKa, OJEeTOTO B HEOORIYHEIE OI€XKIbl X OOITABIIMM Ha MPUYYIIHBOM aKI[EHTE C
CcaMHuM COO0OH.

— Tax... Ecnu B35Th TpyOKH, ABUTATENb U TOJIOCOBOU afanTep, OyOelns I Thl TOBOPUTE... — YEJI0BEK
He 3aMeTuJI npuxona MMmepaTopa, Tak Kak ObIT MOTPYKEH B CBOIO PaboTy. [leTanu neTenu B
CTOPOHEI, CJIOBHO BHYTPEHHOCTH XKHMBOTHOTO, TEP3aeMOr0 MafaibliukoM. — HeT-HeT-HeT... Hapmo
B34Thb U IIOBEPHYTH Ha 275 IrpaAycos, a noToM... [la, ga... OTauyHo BeIXoauTt. [loutw... ITpux TyT,
mTpux TaM... ['oToBo! Moii cein! BecTaBali, BcTaBall! — 4e0BEK OTIPHITHYJI Ha MeTp Ha3af OT CToJIa.
— Io6poe yTpo! IIpuBeTcTByI0 T€0s, MOY MeXxaHU4YeCKUM ChiH! ECIU CIIBIINUIID MEeHS, TO 3arOBOPU CO
MHO!

Bopyr To, 4TO OBITIO Ha CTOJIe, HayaJio BCTaBaTh, CJIOBHO HEXKUTh, TOAHSATAS MarkuecKou CUJIOMH.
Cy1ecTBo U3 CTalM BCTAJIO Ha IIECTb HOT U, KPAXTS OT 00JIH, COEeJIasio Iar BIEepe.

— ITa-mma...

Cy1mecTBO 3aroBOpHUIO, HO 3TO OBUIO IOCTIEOHUM, UTO OHO CMOIJIO CHeNlaTh. BAPYT OHO IPOH3UIOCH
MCKpaM¥ ¥ U3[aBasi CTpafjaabyecKue KPUKH, Pa3fieTeoCh Ha BCI0 KOMHATy. 2Kee3Hble YacTh
cyliecTBa mouTu Hacturnu Mmupeca ¢ Muelt, Ho otel; 6appepoM IPUKpPLUT uX. Omexaa oTua
MCIlayKasach YEPHOHM XKUIKOCTHIO.

— Mpa... ['me-To GBI IPOCYET... — MyK4YKMHa pa3BepHyscd K MMmnepatopy. — O. AMup, maBHO He
BUIENNCh. 4 TYT KakK pa3 Ha mepepriBe. [IpUII€n OnsiTh CTOSATh HAJl MOEH AYIIOi?

YernoBek OB CPEOHETO POCTA, CPEIHET0 TEJIOCTIOXKEHUS, JIUI[OM He KPaCHB, HO ¥ HE YPOIJIUBHIX.
Pyku uyépHble oT pabOTH C MexaHu3MaMu. Bonoch cpefgHel OIMHEL faBHO HEMBITEIE, MaCJISTHUCTEHIE.
MyxunHa o uMeHeM ATIeKCaHAp r1a3es Ha MMmepartopa, a mocje cpa3y MepeBern riiasa Ha JeTel.
Ero mpaBbIii METa/UIMYECKUH T'J1a3 CBETUJICS CUHUM, HO CIIYCTS IIapy CEKYH[I CTaJl CBETUTh 3€JIEHBIM,
a JIeBBIM ¥ BOBCE OBITT CKPHIT 3@ HEYX0KEHHBIMU BOJIOCAMU I[BETA KapaMeJIu.

— THI coemnan To, 4TO S MPOCUIT? — CIIPOCHUIT OTELl.

— IMouTtu. EcTh 9KCcrIepuMeHTanbHEIA 00pa3ell. He mpo6oBan ero. ITambIisl MOXKHO OTOPBaTh. Yepes
HefleJll0 TOYHO CheJalo.

— ITokaxku cendac.



— Toi yBepen? CaM BUfEJI, YTO MOU Belx He 0c060 pabouwne... — AleKCaHAp TIOBEPHYJICS Ha CTOJI,
T7le TOJIBKO-TOIBKO OBITIO HEUTO XKHUBOE.

— f Xo4y 11OKa3aTh 3TO JETIM.

— Ax... a. etu... [IpuxoouTh B caMOe B3PHIBOOIIACHOE MECTO, KOTOPOe B JII000M MOMEHT MOXKET
PBaHYThb M3-3a HEYIAYHOTO C/Iy4as... B ronoBy mo0sIero mamaiy IPUXOAST TOJIBKO XOPOIINe UIeH,
na? — AnekcaH[p YXMbUIbHYJICS. — JlagHo. KOHTpaKTH mopanuckBaTh He OymeM. Bain namaiia, eciu
YTO, TO 3aMHET Ballld TPYIHL. [IoMgEMTeE, TOKaXKy LITYUYKH...

W c aTuMu crioBaMu AJleKCaHOpP B IPHUIPBIKKY VIIEN Kyda-TO Ha BOCTOK. OTel] HECIIEITHO MOIIENT 3a
CTPAHHBIM MaroM, a Muu u Mupecy HU4Yero He 0CTaBajoCh, Kak IMepPerIsTHyThCS MeXIy co0oi 1
mocyiefoBaTh 3a MiMmepaTopom.

— Kro on? YTo OH TYT menaeT? — MMupec Hayas 3alaBaTh BOMIPOCHL.

— IlyTemecTBeHHUK U3 Apyroro Mupa. Ero 30ByT Anekcanap. OH reunuid. U3o6peTaTenb. YUEHHIH.
IBuraTenb mporpecca, Kak oH ce0s1 Ha3eiBaeT. PaboTaeT Ha MeHs 0KoJi0 monyrofa. OH chaenaeT
«PEBOJIOINI0» B TEXHOJIOTUAX, a /1 TOMOT'y BePHYThCSI €MY B POJHOU MUP.

— IlyTelecTBEHHUK U3 APYroro Mupa? Pa3se Takoe BO3MOXKHO? — Mus HEJOBEPYUBO YTKHYJIach B
IIePCTh CIALIEro KOoTa.

— IIa. OH Tomy mpuMep. Bcé BOKPYT U3 HHOTO MUPa, — SIMUP yKa3bIBaJl Ha CTEJIaXKu, 3a0UThe
IpegMeTaMH, HalloMUHaloIe 60xkecTBeHHbIe apTedakTel. — OH U3 MHUpa ITapa U cTanu. TaM Bcé
IBUKETCS He C ITOMOIIbIO Maruy, a C IIOMOIIIbIO IIIECTEPEHOK U YeJI0BeYeCKOT0 Mo3ra. f mocuuTan
€ro TI0JIE3HBIM, a IOTOMY MBI U 3aKJIIOUUIIH CHETIKY.

3alifs 3a oUuepemHON yToj, UMIEepPCKash CeMbs IIPUIITIA B HEYTO, HallOMHUHawIee co0oii cranmpHio. Ho
TYT He OBIIO KPOBATHU. YUEHKIH CIIal 3a CTOJIOM, IIPUKPHIBASICh OJI€SITIOM, YTO ITOYTH He Tpeso. Bokpyr
ObL11 pa3bpocaHbl Genble TUCTKY OyMaru , KCIMcaHHbIe yTiéM. Ha aTux mucTax n300pakeHbl

pvaéTm, 3aPUCOBKHU KaKUX-TO apTe(baKTOB, IIPUMEPHEIE OIIBITH ¥ ITMCEMEHA Ha HEM3BECTHOM S3BIKE.

AnekcaHAp CTOSIT ¥ CTOJIa, KPYTS B pyKax ouepefHOe HeU3BeCTHOe NpUCIocobienre. Bopyr yuéHE,
BCTaB B 110J1 060POTa, BEITIHYJ PYKY BIIEPEM, IPUILYpuI ria3 ... BAX! ApredakT B ero pyke
B30pBaJCH.

I/IMI/IpeC He CPa3y IIOHAJI, 9YTO OH CUAOUT Hd KOJIEHAX C 3aKPBITEIMHU YIIIdMH. 3BYK B3PEIBA
WHCTUHKTHUBHO 3aCTAaBUJI OITYCTUTLCA KaK MOXKHO HUXKE. CnpaBa Oblna Mus, 3aCTUTHYTasd B TaKOM XKe
IIOJIOKEHUHU. TOIBKO OTEIl OCTaJICS HEIIOJBUXKEH.

[Mocneimanuck cMemku. Anekcauap Obu1 kuB. CTost B KimyOax [bIMa, HOMUPEI] CMESJICS, CIIOBHO C
yMa COIIEI.



— Pab6otaeT! Bcé-taku paboTaer!

— Monmnogetn, Anekc, — OTel] IIOBEPHYJI I'OJIOBY B Ty CTOPOHY, KyHa Obln HarpaBieH apTedakxT.

A tam ObInia pa3pyxa. ApredakT YHUUTOXKUI CTEIIaXKHu, TPOOUI TOJICTYI0 KaMeHHYIO CTeHY U
HaBepHsKa faXe He OflHY.

— Yto 3T10? — crpocun UMmneparop.

— ITucToneT ¢ CHHEePTHeH mopoxa ¥ IIyJIu, — HaKOHEIl IbIM YIIEN, ¥ Bce BUAENH, KaK apTedakT OblT
u3ypomoBaH. I1o pyke, mepKaBIel MUCTOJIET, CTeKasa CTPYst KPOBH. AJleKCaHOp IOTePsT anel. —
Ho, kak s u TOBOpHUJI, Hy2kKHa qopaboTKa. & 4eoBeK, HalleIeHHBIN Ha O0lee MUPHOE PYyCIIo, a He Ha
BOEHHOE, — OH yJIHIOAJICS, TOKa IIEPEBSI3BIBAI PaHy. — 3a HEHE0, MOXKET, 0 KOHIIA IomyMalo. X0Ts
y HEero Temnepb TakKoe COCTOSTHHUE...

— IIucToneTr cMoxkeT MPOOUTh Marundyeckrue 6apbepsi?

— CMmoTps Kakoi cunsl. Ho pu3mka Bcerga cuibHee Maruy, — MeTaJJIM4ecKul rina3 AnekcaHapa Ha
KOPOTKMI MOMEHT CTaJl KpacHEIM. — JlamHo. Bcé, BoH u3 Moelt nabopaTtopuu! He mio6iio, Korga KTo-
TO IIOPTUT MOY OPSHOK.

— Xopoiuo, AneKc, MBI YXOOUM, — ITOCMESIJICS OTell, HabGTIoaouIii 3a TEM, KakK C [T0Jia BCTAIOT ero
metu. — [Ipocu BCE, 4TO X0Uellb, 1 Te0e TOMOrYy.

OxoH4uB cj0Ba, MiMmepaTop MOINEN K Bhixony. iMupec pa3BepHYJICS K CECTpe U K YOUBJIEHUIO,
Habmioman, Kak AJleKCaHAp, CTOS Ha OIHOM KOJIeHe, IPOTSITUBAl el KeJle3HyIo MTUILY.

— Bor, ato Tebe, meBoYKa, — KeJje3Has MTHUIlA B YEPHHIX PyKaX YYEHOTO Havaa IIeBeIUTh
KPBITLSIMHU ¥ Ie0eTaTh KI0BOM. — Eciu ObI TBOM Iamaiia ObIT MeHee HHTPOBEPTHBIM M BCerja
npenynpexnal 0 CBOEM IIPUXOfe, TO 5 mofapui 6b1 TeOe 6osee MOOXOASIIYIO UTPYIIKY, —
MeTaJlNTNYeCKul T11a3 AjeKcaHapa CBETUIICS XKENTHM. — Ho MMOCKOBKY ST IKEHTIBMEH U HE MOTY
OTIIYCTUTh OEeBOYKY 0€3 mojapKa, s BEIHYKIEH IOJaPUTh BaM XOTS-ObI 9Ty TJIVIIYIO BeIllb.

— A... OHa He B30PBETCS, KaK ¥ BCE, YTO BBl fAeflaeTe? — 0O0S3/IMBO CIIpocuiia Musi, OTOMIS Ha Iar
Ha3ap.

— Hert-HeT. IMeHHO 3TOH BeIlbIO Bjlafie/la MOsI CecTpa eIé B ToM mupe. OHa He B30PBETCS, —
AnexcaHOp yIBIOHYJICS. — DTy NTHUIY CO3MAl Y€JI0BEK rOPa3fo MaCTEPOBUTEE MEHS.

— Mus, — B pasrosop Bmemancs Umupec. — OTKa3bBaThCS OT OAAPKOB HEIPUIINYHO.

[TpuHIlecca 6epexkHO OEPET MTUITY U3 PYK YUEHOTO ITOCIe KOPOTKOTO B3TJIsiAa Ha Oparta. [ITuia He



B30pBaJiaCh, OT 9E€T0 OE€BOYKa SAPKO YHBI6HYJI&CB.

— W mns Bac, MPHUHIL, ¥ MEHS TOXe eCTh MIONapPoK, — AJIEKCaHAP, OTJISIObIBASCh, IIIEITal. —
[TpuxomuTte yepe3 meHb unu ABa. Ho mocie o6ema. Certyac s He COBCEM yCIIeBalo0 B pa3paboTKax...

— X0po1110, — IPUHI] KUBHYL.

— OTnuy4Ho. FOCTerI/II/IMCTBO S IIPOABHII, 4 3HAYUT, MO2KHO BHOBB CTATh CTAPBIM CBAPJIMBEIM
HEeyOa4YHHUKOM, — BCTaAB, y‘-IéHLIfI MOMEHTAJIBHO CT‘OpﬁaTI/IHCH. — HpO‘-Ib 13 MOMX BIafeHUH,
HACTBIPDHEIE OEeTUIIKH!

KTo GBI MOT mOgyMaTh, YTO MHOMHUPELI, [a elll€ ¥ COo37aloumi apTedakThl, MOXKeT ObITh TAKUM
CTPAHHBIM U IO-ETCKHU He cephe3HHIM? Ho mypadecTBo AjieKcaHOpa He BHI3BIBA/IM CTHIAA y EeTEH.
OHo OBIIO ISt HUX 3a0aBHBIM MOMEHTOM U He 6osiee. ITompouaBIuch ¢ Y4EHHIM, JeTH BEPHYIIUCH K
OTIY OKHIABIIMM MX Y BEIXOMA.

— BwI monro, — UMmnepaTop cpa3dy 3aMeTusI NTUlly B pykax Mun. — JlagHo. Ha aToM Bc€. MoxeTte
norynATh. Bel faBHO Apyr Apyra He Bumenu. Cockyuunucs. UMupec, HaBectu Apens. Bpone oHa
ceyyac B cafly TyJIsIeT CO CBOMMH MOApyraMu. TaM XKe HaWJelb U ATHUKY.

— Tl cuenan u3 ATMKY CBOIO IIMUOHKY? — MPUHI] Cpa3y BCIIOMHUJI O JIIOOMMBIX METOZIaX CBOETo OTIIa.

— Pasymeercs. [1yckaii oHa u Miiafiie Muu, Ho JeBo4YKa ClocoOHas U Jaxe TaJlaHTIUBasA. B Marun
IPOABUHYIUCH fasblie Tebs 3a BpeMs oTCyTCcTBUs. Tebe ¢ Hell Toxke OyOeT o 4éM 06MOJIBUTHCS.
Bo3mozxkHO, faxe 6oblie, 4eM ¢ fo4yepsio LlonnepHa. A MeHs XKAyT fena. Ecnu Oyny HyXKeH, TO
CTy4HCh B KaOUHET.

VimmepaTop yIIén, a 3a HUM 1 Mus, ¢ pyK KOTOpo# cbexkast KoT. Beiyto cMentHo HabmogaTh, Kak
HEYKJII0Kasl IeBOYKa YeThHIPHAAIATh JIeT B HeYOOOHOM ITBIIITHOM IIJIaThe IMBITAeTCS JOTHATh JIOBKOTO
KoTa. Tak OHM ¥ CKPBIIKCH 3a MOBOPOTOM. OCTaBIIMICS B OMMHOYECTBe MMupec OB corylaceH
HaBECTUTH CBOIO MOOPYTY.

Cap Llutapmenu siBNS€TCS OMHUM M3 YyHOEC CBETa 9TOT0 MUPa. BeuHbl UCTOYHUK BOMHI, TapsInue B
BO3[yX€ JEPEBbS U IIBETHI, YXOASIINN KOPHSIMHU TITyOOKO B 36MJII0, MHOXKECTBO TPaB, LIBETOB U
PACTeHUM, YTO MOTYT PACTH TOIBKO 3[€Ch. ITO MECTO CJIABUTCS MPUSITHHIM 3allaXOM, BUIOM H
koMpopTom. Kaxkriit HAa#OET 30eCh TO, YTO HPABUTCSI UMEHHO eMy.

Kak Bcerpa mogHo. ['ocTH, IpUABOPHEIE U PHILIAPU CO CBOMMH Jiefld COOUPAIOTCS TYT B CBOOOOHEIE
MUHYTHL. XOIUT MTOBEPHUE, YTO STKOOHI TOJIOBMHA MTEPBHIX MOIIEIYEB Y BCEX COBPEMEHHBIX apPUCTOKPATOB
IIPOUCXOOUT UMEHHO 37ech. Cpeau 7103, InaH U KYCTOB C I[BETAMHU.



OpeluHEL, TO eCTh MOAPYTH Afernb, HOCAT Ha CBOUX IIJIAThSIX MIIM BOJIOCAX 30JI0THIE JIEHTE C
n300paxkeHreM eIUHCTBEHHOT0 cepebpsHOro KojocKa mireHuIsl. Ho Kyma 651 Mupec He Tiasern,
Apmens u maxe eé ppeinuHa psgoM He OBLITO.

[TpuHI He o0TYamBasCsA B ITOMCKaX CBOel nmoapyru. [Ipoxoas Mo KpaCUBEUIINM Ieii3axkaM, KOTOpHIE 3a
rofbl, IpoXKUTHE B CTONNIE, CTANX Ka3aThCA O0BIYHBIMY, IMUPEC BHIMCKUBAT TI00bIE CIEOEI
LomnnepHEI.

Kak BOpyr IpuHII HaTKHYJICS Ha Ty, KOTOPYIO He 0XKUMal YBUAETh B 9TOM MecTe. Jpa XelleHa
XapTeH CTosi/Ia y MpaMoOpHOro ¢hoHTaHa, epXKa B PyKaX IIBETOYHHIH OyKeT u3 6emnbix recapuek. OHa
OblyTa OMMHOKOM B 9TOM KMBOMHMCHOM MecTe. OfeTast B KAKOe-TO HEB3pAauyHOE IjIaThe rojy0oro IBeTa,
3pJia BriIfbIBazach B BOAY.

— XeneHna? YTo TH TyT Aefaems?

— MwM? A, IpUHL - 3TO BH, — [EBYIIKa IOBEPHYJIACh B IPUBETCTBEHHOM XKECTe.

JIu1o e€ BceE emi€ Oblla cierka OMyXILIIuM Imocyie OUTBH ¢ JIfonaHoM. ['1a3 OTKPHITHCS HE MOXKET U3-
3a cuyibHel 6oy, umyIe moce Toro cpaxeHus. Ho ceityac oHa 1moxoxa Ha JIeid, XOThb U He
HaCTOJBKO O0raTo ofieTa, Kak OCTalabHbIE B 9TOM Cany.

— Hacnaxmaioch CIIOKONCTBHEM, — IIPOOOIKUIA OHA. — A BBI?

— 4 B mouckax nemgu LlonnepH. Tel He Bumena ee€?

— OXOTHUK IIOTEPS U3 BUAY 30JI0TYIO ITUUYKY? — OHa yCMexHyJachk. — Hy, mpojetana oHa TyT CO
CBUTOM U3 OEJIBIX BOPOH, ¥ YTO C TOTO?

— He Hauunai, Xenena. Ecnu 3Haelb Kyga OHa IOIIa, TO CKaxu. I Oyny O6rmarogapes.

— He Hauunath? XoTs B paBe], MMupec. U 61arogapuTh HOMXKHEL He BhI, @ S1. BBl BCTYIHINCH 3a
Hac nmepeq MmmnepartopoM. 1, KOHEYHO, YuTaaa KHUKKHY, CITyllaja paccKa3bl ¥ IECHU, HO He JyMala,
YTO IIPU BCTpede ¢ HuM faxe rojoBbl OJHSTL HE CMOTY.

— Brnaromaputh Hayio He MeHs, a 6paTa. ITo ObUI ero IIaH. f UL cKas3as ClIoBa.

— CrpaHHbIH Y Bac O6paT. M 3aueM ycTpauBaTh 3TOT KPYroBOPOT OarogapHocTei? 3aueM neaTh Bac
nydiiie py gBope? Eciiv 0H HACTOJIBKO TIOOSIINN cTapiuii OpaTUK, TO S IPUATHO yIUBIIEHA.

— 41 B mena GpaTa He Ne3y...



— A ctouso Obl. Bel MHOTO€ yIIycKaeTe. JbGbl, KOHEYHO, TACCUBHEI 110 3aAyMKe Boros, HO pa3Be BEI
He TI0JI0BUHA 3Nbha? — XejeHa clierKa ylIbIOHyIach.

C3anu NOCIBIIANKICh AeBUYbs CMEILKY, Iary ¥ LypllaHue NUCTheB. [IpuHI o4TH 00epHYICS, KaKk
BIPYT K HEMY Ha III€l0 IPHITHyIa Opjia XapTeH ¥ Hadana 0OHUMAaThCS.

— XeJieHa, 4YTO THI...

— Cnacu60 BaM, rocmofuH. S cmenaio BCE, 4To mpruKaxeTe. TOIBKO CKAaXKHUTe, ¥ S BCS Ballla.

XerneHa ce#yac siBHO IpUTBOpsiiack. OHa maxe ynwibanach CTPaHHO U gpoxKaja Bcs. MiMupec ObICTPO
TIOHSJI, YTO BCE 9TU NEMCTBUS CaMM €l He HPaBSATCS.

— Henp3s. Henb3st, Mot mpuHI] popHo#. OGHUMATh OfHY, OPYKUTE C APYTOM, — 3TOT CIIAgKU,
CJierKa Harjlbld U CTPOTUM ronoc MMupec He CrbIIal JoIryde ABa roga. Afenb BMeCTe CO CBOeu
cBUTOU HabIofana Bo BCEU Kpace BCIO 3Ty CUTYyalluio, U Ha €€ JIxlle, CKPHIBAIOIIKXMCS 3a
CTPEMUTENIFHO Pa3MaxuBaIIMMCS BeepoM, HapacTana KpacHewlas MUHaA.

— A-Apensw? Il-npuset. J1-10. {... — BCSI HEBO3MYTUMOCTh, CBOMCTBEHHAS 3/1b(aM, Ky4a-To ucuesna B
be3nny.

— Ox... Kaxk xanb, 4TO HaC npepBajy, Moy npuHIl. [Ipoily, maBaiTe IPOLOJIKUM B CIIEAYIOLIUY pa3.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT CIy4YUIIOCH TO, Yero MiMupec u BooOIIe HUKTO U3 CBUTHL AfleJb, KaK ¥ caMa
LlonnmepH, He MorJja 0XKUaTh. XelleHa XapTeH Lie/yeT MpUHIla B 6arpoByio meKy. A 3aTeM, Kak
HaCTOsIIas TOpHAs JIbBUIA, CTPEMUTENIHHO y0eraeT, IpegBapuTeIbHO MOKJIOHKUBIIUCD B ITOCTIEOHEM
TaHIIe.

— W gT0 9T0 OBII0? — Afenb onycTuia Beep. OHa SBHO HeOBOIbHA. [lake Bparu Ha (ppoHTe ObLIH
He CTOJIb 3JIBl, KaK cerdac oHa.

— A-Apens... 4...

— OcTaBbTe Hac, — MOBEPHYBIINUCH K MTOAPYKKaM, CKa3aja oHa. — Kpome Tebs1, Aruka. Thl
OCTAEInL .

3a mapy CeKyHa MecTo Bo3jie hOHTaHa OMyCTeJIo.

— JIBa rofga s XKmaja Bac, IMOKa Bbl BEpHETECH C GpoHTa. [IBa rofa s MecTta cebe He HaxofuiIa, BEYHO
0ecCIToKOSICh 3a Ballly XKU3Hb. [IBa rofia s mMucaia MUckMa, HO He MojTy4alla OTBeTa. [IBa roma BH
TIOJIABJISINIA 3allagHBEIX CBHHEH, a Teleph 0OHMMaeTeCh C HUMM, — BOT TaKas OHa, Amens LlomnepH.
Crporasi, BnacToo0uBasi, peBHUBasi, ropaenuBasi. ECTb 1 y Heé MUHYCH? HaBepHOe, HO 0 HUX



HUKTO He Y3HaeT. Begb OHa XOPOIIIO CKPLIBAET UX. '0BOpHIIa OHa 'POMKO U YETKO, HE TIEPEXO0[s B
Kpuk. — OO11ecTBO Balrero 6paTa ¥ BOEHHEIE JTareps sSBHO He IOIIIX BaM Ha I0/Ib3y. BoliHa Ha Bac
IIJTOXO TIOBNIHSIIa. BaM Hemb3st OLITh PSAIOM CO CBUHBSIMK. OCOOEHHO PSIOOM C BaIuM OpaToM. ITOT...
9to0 noxotnusoe... Kxm... 3BunuTte. Bce xe g negu. f He mMONMXKHaA pPyraThCH.

— Apgenb, mpocT MeHs. {1 caM He 0XKHIas 3TOro. MBI POCTO TOBOPHUJIH, @ TOTOM...

— A 4T0 moToM? A IIOTOM IIpHUIIJIA S U IIOMelala el OTHaThCd BaM? Bel Beb faxke Ha TONUKY HE
COIIPOTUBISIIUCE.

— THI BCE He Tak IOoHAIA...

— A B 3TOH CUTyaIlM¥ MOKHO YTO-TO ITOHSTH He TakK? [[Boe MOJIOILIX YEOWHUITUCH CPENH 1IBETOB BO3JIE
doHTaHa. B MyKuKHa, TOJBKO MPUEXABIINiA C BOUHEL. OHa TPsSI3HAS CBUHBS, KUBYIIAsS CPeIu
HEYHCTOT ¥ 3HAOUIas JIWIIh, KaK CpaXkaThCsa. ECTeCTBEHHO OHA OYIeT MEITAThCS YIOCYXUTh BaM. P-
¢y... BapBapmra. I'me 910 Bumano, uTo6 negu Opaia B pyku opyxkue? OHa BO30MHHUTIA ce0si repouHei
nereHy unu Oanman? — KL Je[K CTAHOBUTCS 6ojee OIIEMHEIM ITOCIIE KaXkKIoro ciioBa. CaMa OHa yxe
ellBa mepKach Ha HOTaX, KOBHIIAET K Mupecy, KaXkeTcs, COBCeM He 3aMedasi COOCTBEHHOTO
IIOMYTHEHU .

— Aperns... [To3BoJIb CKa3aTh...

— Het-HeT-HeT. 4 He Ta, UTO MMO3BOIUT CTPOUTH IIAIIHY Y Cebs 3a CIUHOU. MBI IPY3bsi, HO BCSKOE B
JKU3HU MOXKET CIyunuThCs. Ecnu BeI OymeTe pa3MeHUBaTh KOPOJIEBY Ha IEIIKH, TO CUIbHO IT0XKaJeeTe,
Wmupec. CuinpHo... [Toxarneere...

LlonepH moiia [0 MPUHIA U yiana B ero pyku. Co3HaHue MOKUHYIO e€ Temo. Horu He Mormu
Oornblie BeIIEPKATh U 00MSAKIH. 113 6eI0CHEKHOTr0 HOCa TIOTEKIa anasi CTpyika. UMupec
3aHepBHUYaN. OH He 3HA/ 3aK/JIMHAHUM JIeYeHUs, KaK ero MaTh. OHO U3BECTHO TOJIbKO BEJIMKUM
Marawm, fia ¥ TO JaJIeKO He BCeM, a JIUIIb TeM, B YbMX XKHUJaX eCTh 31bGuicKas KpoBb. Hampumep, B
TeJIe OTIla KPOBb 00KeCTBeHHAsi, HO 3aK/IMHAHUS JIEUeHUST OH BEIYYUTh HE MOXKeT. BOT Takoe HEKoe
orpaHHYeHMe co3maHHoe boramu, 4To6 CMEpPTHEIE HE CMOTIM C HUMU CPABHUTHCS.

He 3Has, 4TO menaTh, NpuHI] 6ePET OeBy Ha PYKU U MOJHOCUT K ¢oHTaHy. Ha GppoHTE NeKapu yacTo
MCII0JIb30BaI BOMY, 4TOO IPOMBIBATh PaHbl. BO3MOXKHO, ¥ B 3TOM CUTyalluy KUBUTEJIbHAS KUOKOCTh
IIOMOXKeET.

— Croit!

Ho Tonpko UMupec Hayan norpyKaThCs replorcKyio A04Yb IOJ BOAY, KaK 0TO3Balach Mpexye
MoJI4anuBasd Aruka.

— Vronums ke, nybuna. CoBceM unuot? Bo3Bpallaiics K 3eMie.



Aruka - gaBHAA nogpyra Mmupeca. Korga-To, Koraa NpuHI] KU B Pe3UIEHILIUY JajleKo Ha IpaHuULe C
BocTokoM, mpou3o1iia ux nepsas Bctpeya. Torga oHa Oblyla MajleHbKOM NEeBOUKOM-pabbIHeH J1eT
YeTHIPEX, B KaHallax u cie3ax. Pabotoprosusl gis MMmnepuu He penkocTs. Torga UMupecy
3ax0TeJIoCh TOMOYb e, 1 IMupuasn B OMMHOYKY ITepebusl Bech narepb 0aHOUTOB 110 TPHKA3y CBOETO
IIPUHIIA.

— Tl'oBopAT, BoMiHa MeHsieT nmofel. M3 Tebs oHa chesnajna UANoTa. ..

[To npue3ny B Cronuily otel 3abpas e€ cebe B yUeHUKHU. YUYEHUKOB y OTIa OBIJI0 HEMHOTO. Mus.
Bbnusnerr, craBmue TpetbuM I'eHepanoM. U Aruka. XoTsa 00 o0ydyeHUN ATUKH y OTLIa COBCEM HUKTO
U3 BOpa He 3HaeT. OTO TalHa.

— T-Tak? — NpPUHI] CAAUTCS Ha 3eMJTI0 U KJIafET rooBy Anenb cebe Ha HOTH. JIXII0 €€ CTAaHOBUTCS
yXKe CJerkKa CHHEeBaThIM.

— Hy, tuno toro. Bc€, 3ampu. He goimm.

Ceiiuac ArMKa ofieTa B IJIMHHBLIA TEMHBIU IIJTIalll C KPaCHBIMU TMHUSME U 30JI0TOM JIEHTOU Ha PYKe.
Ha eé nuile kameHHasl MacKa, CKpPhIBAIOIasi BCce YepThl. Ha pykax OMHTHI.

Bpopyr pyku Aruku HaumHaIOT CBETUTHCS 3€JIEHBIM CBeTOM. OT HE€ UCXOAUT JIETKUM, eBa CIIBIIINMBIN
BIAJIX KOJIOKOJILHEIN 3BOH, ITOX0XKKH Ha TOT, KOTOPHIY cibiman MMupec B mocnenuel 6utse. Kacasich
JafloHsIMU 00/1aCTH BO3Jie CEPAlla TepIloTUHY, ATUKA ClierkKa HaJaBlIUBaeT H...

— Kxa! Kxa... — u repioruHs Bo3BpalaeTcs: B co3HaHue. E€ MyTHEIe, ciierka Gesible Ta3a
BBIMCKUBAIOT B JTulle MiMupeca 4To-TO, ¥, BUAUMO HaMfs, OHa ynbibaeTcs. —Moi npuHiL... ...

— He roBopwu, 51 moHuMar, — ViMupec BHITUPAET KPOBb C NTKIla AflesTb pyKaBOM CBOe# Oeoi
py0aruku.

— He nonuMaete. Byl HUUero He NOHUMaeTe, MOU NIPUHI], — repLorckas fo4ka 0epeTcs XOIOTHBIMU
pyKaMu 3a IIJIeYd IpUHIa ¥ npuobHuMaeT ero. — He nokupaiite 6ombiie MeHs. Hukorga. 4 He
TIeEpEHEeCY elll€ OMHOT0 TAKOTO Balller0 OTCYTCTBUS. DTO MYKa.

— OGemato, Afens... — UMupec npuxuMaeT XpyIKoe TeJo IeBYLIKH K cebe.

— KxM, — Aruka BcTana 1 oTounia K ¢poHTaHy. — Cracya s, a monay4daeT 01arogqapHOCTH OPYTrou. IX...

— 4 opmapio TeOs 30710TOM, CKOJILKO 3aX0uelllb, Mosi ppelinuHa. [laxke HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO THI
IINKUOHKA ero Benuuus s He MOTY CKa3aTh Tebe HeT.

— Illnmuonka? O uém BHI, menu LlommepH?



— TonpKo B3rIsSHU Ha ceobsl... HYMaeHIB, S TI0OBEPIO, YTO TaKad, KaK ThI, CaMa OBl KO MHe TIOIIIa
HaOMBATHCS B l'IOJIpyTI/I? MoxerT 1 u T'JIylla MOMEHTaMH, HO HE HOHMOTKa BOBCE...

— Bcé. He roBopu, Anens. TeGe HyKHBI CUJIBI, — IIPUHI] 00HSI Kperye.

— ¥Vry... — ¥ OHa B OTBeT.
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