OH 4yTh He MMOCKOJIb3HYJICS, KOTa rmepedpasicst Ha CKajly, ¥ eMy MPUIUIOCh MPUOePKUBATH IIJIalll,
yTOOBI TOT HE XJIECTAJT €T0 110 HOraM U He CTABWJI MMOOHOXKKHY IIOM CUIBHEIM BETPOM U JOXKOEM. B
XUXKUHE OBIJI0O TEMHO, TIOYTH MTOJHOYb. [I0TTED U BCe, KTO OB C HUM, IIPEATIOI0KUTENbHO [[ypCii,
CKopee Bcero, yxe cranu. CeBepyc He 00U HEOXKUTAHHOCTEM, a TOABI, IPOBEIeHHbIE B IETCTBE,
KOTZla HaJl HUM U3[[eBajIuCh, 3aTeM OH cTajl [ToxkupaTeneM CMePTH ¥, HAKOHEI], IIMUOHOM, ITPUBUIII
€My 3[J0POBYIO 03y MMapaHOUH.

HamoxuB Ha ce0s 3aK/IMHaHUe pa3odyapoBaHusi, CeBepyc 3arsiHy/I B OOHO U3 OKOH KaloThl. Ha
eOUHCTBEHHOM B KOMHATE IWBaHE Jie3Kal 00JIbIION KOMOK, YKPBITEIH OfI€SIJIOM, a Ha Moy 6€CIIOKONHO
IIeBEJIMIICS MaJIeHbKUH KoModyeK. OH He CMOT HUYero pa3o0paTh, YTOOL OIIO3HATH 9TH KOMOYKH, HO
IIPEATIONOKUII, YTO TOT, YTO JIEXKUT HA IOy, HOIXKEH ObITh [I0TTEPOM, COTTIaCHO MUCHMY, a BTOPOH,
CKOpee BCero, OTIphIcK [lypcreit. OH momyMarl, HAaCKOIbKO HEYIOOHKIM I0IKeH ObITh JUBAH, YTOOH!
oTrponbe [ToTTepa Mpeanoyao eMy MoJ, U YCMEXHYJICS.

OCTOpOKHO OH ITEePEeMeCTHIICS B 3aqHION YaCTh XUKUHE U 3aTTITHYI B OKHO BTOPOM KOMHATH. OH He
CMOT Pa3rysifieTs nuia I1eTyHur IBAHC, HO €€ CBETIIbIE BOJIOCH SIPKO 6J1ecTenu B 0TOIECKax
O4YepenHOM BCIHIIKY MOJTHUY, a TopucTas ¢urypa BepHona [Jypcreit 6vita 6€30m106049HO
y3HaBaeMa. 3a IPOLIefIIue TOOE KUT CTa ellle TOJIIIE.

B xuXuHe HaXOOUIIUCh YeThIpe YelloBeKa, IBOE U3 KOTOPHIX ObIIM MPU3HAaHHKIMU MariaaMu. OmuH u3
HUX OB 1IeJIbI0, HeOOyYEeHHBIM peOeHKOM-BOIIIIEOHUKOM, a IPYTOM - HEU3BECTHBLIM, HO, CKOPEE BCETO,
pebenkoM-MariaoM. Bo3amoxkHo, 3T0 66110 Ge30macHo, HO CeBepyc He OBUT HaCTPOEH PUCKOBaTh. OH
TOYHO 3Has, 4To u [leTyHus, u BepHOH BpaxKgoBaiu MIPOTUB HETO JINYHO, a TOT (akKT, 9YTO OHH,
noxoxe, 6exanu ot muceM [ToTTepa o mpueMe B IIKOJY, YKa3biBajl Ha TO, YTO OHU BpazKI0BaJx
IIPOTUB BCETO BOJIIEOHOT0 MUPa B I1eJIoM. KTo 3HaeT, KaKoil CaMOMIOBOJIbHOM (haHAaTUUHOU YelyXoi
OHM HaOWUIM ToJI0BY ManbuuKy [ToTTepy? Bo3M0KHO, ManbYuK CIIUIIKOM BBICOKO IIEHUT Ce0si, YTOOR
B0OOIIIe 001IAaThCST C OOBIYHEIMY BelbMaMHU U BOJIIIeOHUKAMHU, UM K€ OH CYHUTAeT ceOsi MPU3BaHHBIM
yIIpaBIATh UMU. HeBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO CKa3aTh, B KAKYI0 CTOPOHY Obllla HallpaBjieHa Hen30exHas
npomnarasga [ypcrneu.

[Tepebupasich 0 CKOJIb3KKM, HEPOBHEIM BasTlyHaM, CeBepyC BEPHYJICS K eIUHCTBEHHON IBepU
XUKUHBI, HAJIOXKUJT Ha Hee MPOCTHIE IUTOBLIE Yaphl, 3aTeM CHSJI Pa304apoBHIBAlOlee 3aKIMHAHUE U
T'POMKO IIOCTy4Yal.

On YCIBIIA IPUTIYyIIEeHHBIE KPDUKW BHYTPH, HO HE CMOT pa306paTb, 0 9eM upeT peyb. B HeTepIeHuun
OH IIOCTYy4aJl elle Pa3, HO €Tr0 BCTPEeTHUJId TUIIINHA.

3anbpIXasch, OH CHesiall LIar Ha3aj U paclaxHyJsl OBepb. 3arigHyB BHYTPb, CeBepyc yBunen BepHoHa
Iypcrel, HalleIUBILIETO Ha HETO MarjoBCKY0 BUHTOBKY. CeBepyc C Ipe3peHreM IIOCMOTpes Ha
MYXK4YUHY U Ha MAHUATIOPHYIO XKEHIIUHY, CTOSBIIYIO 32 €r0 CIIMHOM.

"IleTyHus, - KECTKO U XOJIOHHO IOIIPUBETCTBOBAJ OH [lypcien."

"“Te1", - npowenrana [leTyHus, y3uas ero. "Ter! Tel puien 3a Manb4ukoM! TEl HE MOXKeIb €0
3abpath!"



“Thl He CMOXKelllb BeYHO OIleKaTh 3TO 0Tpoake, TyHC", - ycMexHyIcsa CeBepyc.

“ThI yKe yKpas y MeHd JIuy, Hay4uB ee IIpeBpallaTh YalHble YalllKU B KPHIC, IOCTOSHHO
BLIIIEH[IPUBASCH [1epef HALllUMU POOUTENIAMYU, He laBast UM IIOHATh, 4TO OHa yponka! Tel He MoXKellb
3abpath 1 Manburka! OH He X04eT UMeTh C BaM{ HU4Yero obiiero!"

"¢1 He mernan TBOIO cecTpy BembMou", - orpri3Hycs CeBepyc. OH yxKe CIIbIIIan nogo0Hse 0OBUHEHUS
ot ITetyHuu. "¢ He BUHOBAT, YTO OHa ObIJla 0COOEHHOM, a TH - HET".

"M3-3a Bac oHa morubna!" - BCKpu4asna oHa. "Bel He MOXeTe 9TOr0 OTPHUIATh!"

Her, - Mpauno nogymain CeBepyc, - He Mory. "Bce OblI0 He TaK IIPOCTO, ¥ TH 3TO 3Haelb. Camu-
3HaeTte-KTo BrICTTEmU ee. OH MHITANCA YOUTH M 9TOTO Mab4YUIIKY. [IoKa 4TO ero HEeT, HO HET
HUKAKUX JO0Ka3aTeIbCTB, UTO OH MepTB, [leTyHuss. OH BEPHETCS U MOMBITAeTCSI 3aKOHYUTH OENO,
HE3aBHCHUMO OT TOT0, 00y4eH MalbuMK UK HeT. ET0 e qUHCTBEHHEBIN IIIAHC - TOCTYIIUThL B XOrBAPTC U
HAy4UThCS 3alUIaTh ce0s".

"O ueM BHI Bce roBopute?" IToTTep cripocunn HagyTeIM I'0JI0COM. MepruH, OH JaXe 3By4all Kak
IxerimMc. CeBepyC CKpUBHII T'yOHI OT OTBpaleHus. "Brl roBopute 0 Moux poputenax? 0060... 060
MHe?"

"3aMoIuu, Manb4uK", - IPUKPUKHY BepHoH. "9T0 Tebs He KacaeTcs".

"Boo011e-To, - B pa3apaxeHuu ckasan CeBepyc, - TOCKOIbKY MHe OBIJIO TOPYyYeHO JTUYHO NOCTAaBUTh
eMy IIUChbMO U3 X0rBapTca, KOTOpOe OH, II0X0XKe, He MoJly4Yasl B IPedbAYIIKUX BOIJIOLIEHUSIX, 1
IIOMOYb €My coOpaTh IIKOJIbHbIE TPUHAIEXKHOCTH, eCIu TOTPebyeTcsi, 3TO CKOpee ero Aeso, Kak Obl
MHE HU XOTEJIOCh 5TO IIPU3HaBaTh".

"OH He noiigeT", - CKa3al BepHOH, TPSICACH OT APOCTH U 6€CCUCTEMHO Pa3MaxuBasi BUHTOBKOM.
"MasnpyuilKa MOKeT ObITh YIPSIMBIM, HO 39TO Yya4eCTBO - HUUTO, YTO HEJIh3sT U3 HEro BHIOUTH!"

HOTTep B3OPOTHYII OT 3TUX CJIOB, U €Ir0 I'Jla34a, I''Tla3a JIunm, BCIIBIXHYJIX OT CTPaxa.

CeBepyc yBHIEN KpaCcHOe. BEICTPEIM 3aKIMHAHUEM acCio OH BBI3BAJI BUHTOBKY U BHIIIBEIPHYII €€ B
elre OTKPHITYIO IBEPh 3a c0060M, a 3aTeM IOIHSIT B BO3AyX BepHoHa u [IeTyHUIO AByMs
3aK/IMHAHUSMHY JIEBUTAIINY, HAJIOKEHHBIMY OTHO 3a APYTUM. "Marus - 9To He TO, YTO MOXKHO BHIOUTH
u3 pebenka!"

OH 3HaJI, 4To 3TO MPOKUCXOAUT Ha camoM mene. OH cMemwmBa ITortepa ¢ coboit B meTcTBe. OH
YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s 3alUTHUKOM, obeperaroumM Manburka. OH He MOT 3TOr0 OOIMYCTUTh. ITO Oblla
nycTas yrpo3a. Tak U JOmKHO Ob1I0 ObITh. [JamMOamop He ocTaBui Okl Manbuuka-KoTophlit-BeKum ¢
MarjaMy, TaKUMU Xe KeCTOKUMH, Kak oTell CeBepyca.



"Popgutenu IloTTepa 3anucany Malb4yuLIKy B XOrBapTC, KaK TOJIBKO OH popuicd. X HaMepeHus
ObLTH SICHBI. MabYUMK MOEMNET, ¥ Bbl aOCOMIOTHO HUYETo He CMOXKETe CHeslaTh, YTOOR OCTAHOBUTH €TO.
3aKOH BOJIIEOHUKOB IIPEAEIbHO SICEH B 3TOM Borpoce. 9 Bo3bMy IloTTepa ¢ co6oi, 4ToOB cOOpaTh
€ero IIKOJIbHEIE IPUHAJIeKHOCTH, @ II0TOM 0TBe3y ero B ero foM B JIuttn-Yunrunre. Ilonarato, Balie
HEIHEIIHee XKUJIbe He SIBIISeTCS [TOCTOSHHEIM" .

He moxwupmasick oTBeTa, CeBepyc B3I Manb4yuKa [10TTepa 3a PyKy U amnmaprpoBaj ux 060ux B
CnunHepc-OHA. OH HAJIOXKUIT Ha MaJIbYMKa COHHbIE Yaphl, MpeXkae YeM TOT yCIesl 3allyMeTh, 1
Opocuit ero Ha quBaH B rOCTHHOM. OHM MOTJIM OB IIOCIIATh HECKOJILKO YACOB, MIPEXK[Ie YeM
CTOJIKHYThCS C THETYIIeW TONION U BCeOoOIMM BHMaHUeM Ha [[uaroH-anee.
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