'appu He MOHAN AJIMHHOM ITay3kl, IOCIEA0BaBIlIel 3a 3asgBnenueM Kauina. "Mactep Katapa", -
HAKOHeIl TPOU3HEeC TOBOPUBLIXH. "ITO GOJIbIIAS YeCTh AJISI MeHs, c3p. Bam pa3pelreHo
npuleMnuThesi. AHrap "Ilpakceyma" cBobomen".

"Brnaropmapro Bac, Kataps." Kain HaxMypuics, OTKUHYBIIUCE B Kpecie.

F'appu HUYEro He CKa3aJll, TaK KakK 3HaJl, YTO er0 X03SIUH He OTBETUT, ¥ IIPOCTO HabIIoman, Kak
"Kpacymomuiicst BOpoH" 6e3 Tpyaa mpope3an aTMochepy IIaHeTH, CHUXKASCh 110 UCIIEeleIeHHbIM,
OecrnogHBIM paBHHHAM MUPA, TI0Ka OHU He NOCTUTJIM MacCCHBHOTO KAMEHHOTO 3UKKypaTa, KOTOPHIi
o611 [IpakceymoM [Ikenaes.

'appu 3aMeTwuI, KaK ero X03uH Halpsrcs, 3aMeTuB Hebonbinyio Tonmny. "Kro atu monu, Kain?"

"[Ixenaun", - CKa3aJsl OH, e[jBa He BEHIIIJIIOHYB 3TO CJI0BO.

Ox npusen "BopoHa" K upeanbHOU IOCAJKe B YIJIy IEIIEPHOr0 0TCEKa, IoCje 4ero Bctal. "bepu
CBOI0 cyMKYy, ['appu. M&I, BeposATHO, TpobyeM 3[ieCck HEKOTOPOe BpeMs".

"Kak monro, cap?"

"Tloka BHI He OymeTe TOTOBH IBUTAThLCA Aanibiie", - ckadasn Kaiin, HeOpeKHO I10XKaB IJiedaMu.

Co cTopoHH KOpabiist OTKPEIICS TPAll, ¥ ABOE BHIIIIA HAPYXKYy, HO UX BCTPETUIIA OOJIbIIAS TOJIIA
CYILIECTB B KOPUYHEBHIX U 3aTOPEJIbIX MaHTHUSX. [appu cTapajcs He CMOTPETh Ha MHOXKECTBO
Hemonei B Tonne. OfHAKO MPEBOAUTEND BEITJISE] BIIOJTHE MT0-4eJI0BeUYeCKU. ITO OB MyKUMHA
CpegHEero pPoCTa, C PHIKKMMHU BOJIOCAMH, CJIeTKa IOCeeBIIMMY Ha BUCKaX, ¥ KPaCUBLIMU T'OIyOBIMU
T71a3aMH.

"Kaii, - cKa3aJl OH C UCKpeHHeH ynbIOKou. " mymar, 4To 6osblile HUKOTTa Te0sT He YBUXKY".

"la, s Toxxe, ben. Kak Te?"

"Kak Henp3s nyuiie". COUyBCTBYIOLIKE IJIa3a IIOBEPHYIUCH K ['appu U cjierka paclIupuiInuce. "Kto
aro?"

"Moii napaBaH, ['appu [ToTTep".

"3mpaBCTBYHTE", - CKa3as gpyroi myxuuHa. " mactep-nxkenait ben Ckaliyokep. [J06po 1moxkanoBaTh
Ha Occyc".

"Cmacubo, cap".



Ben npoponxan cMmoTpeTs Ha ['appy, IIoKa TOT He TOKPacHeT], a 3aTeM CHOBa o0paTuiics K Kaiiny.
"YT0 CIy4nsoCh C TBOEU KIIATBOU?"

"Cumbl MUHAIN MHe STHIIa, TI0Ka 5T He B3SJICS 3a Hero; 9To Oblyla He MOS ues", - MOYTH ITPOophIYall
Kaiin. Ho BeIpaxkeHUe Nulla CMITYuII0Ch, Korga oH mo6aBuit: "OH XOpOoIui mapeHs. Y Hero Owlia
TPYOHAas XU3Hb U TsXKelasd cyab0a. Ho TH mOHMMaelb, T0YeMy ero HyzKHO o0y4daTh".

"Buxy, oH cusetr Cumoi. 3Hauur, ero OyayT o6y4ath 3mech?"

"Tloka, ecnu BEI IIO3BOJIUTE. fI He B KypcCe rajakKTUYeCKUX [iell, HO ero oM CTaJl CJIUIIKOM OIlaCeH [JIs
Hac. EMy TakXe Hy>KHO CO3[aTb CBOM CBETOBOU Mey".

"OH elle MOJIOT OJIS 9TOT0".

"Cusa TOBOPUT MHE, UTO CKOPO OH HAYHET CpaxaTbCa".

Ben kuBHy. "O4eHb xopoio. He IpucoemUHUINIBCS T Thl KO MHE CETONHS 3a YKUHOM? 7 XoTesn Okl
II03HAKOMUTH TeOS Koe C KeM".

"Koneuno, ben". 'appu ObIII0 CTPAHHO CIIBIIIATH B TOJI0CE XO3SMHA HACTOSIIYI0, HUYEM He
IIPUKPHITYIO IPUBI3aHHOCTE.

IIXOpOI.T.IO, d IIOKa 4 IIOIIPOIIY IMaJgBdaHd IIPOBOOUTH TeOsI B TBOIO KalTy, IIOKa Thl OCTAHEHIbCA C HaMmu".

B Ty HOub "'appu BCTpETHUNI CaMyi0 KPACUBYIO U MTyTAlOIIyI0 XKEHIIMHY B TajlakTHKe. Y Hee OblIx
ITHHHBIE POCKOIIHbIE KAlITAHOBEIE BOJIOCH ¥ TEMHO-Kapue ria3a. Hapg neBrIM r1a3oM, MeXOy Tias,
TSHYJIaCh TaTYMPOBKA, IT0X0XKas Ha KOT'OTh, a I10 IIfeKaM ITPOXOIUIIU ellle OBe MOJIOCH], IIOX0XKKe Ha
Cle3hl, ¥ CTPAaHHAs OTMETHHA B YTOJIKe PTa, U3-3a KOTOPOM Ka3aJioCh, YTO OHA BCE BPEMS
YXMBITIIETCS. B ee nulle 4yBCTBOBAJIach KaKasi-TO 6e3BO3PACTHOCTD - €M MOTJIO OBITh OT TPUAIIATH [0
IIEeCTHIECSTH.

"Becrapa Kxait", - ckazan Kaiin. "Tak Thl HAKOHEI-TO 0TKa3ajach OT IMOMBITKY yOuTh bena?"

'appu youBIeHHO MOPTHYJI, YCIBIIIaB CTPAHHOE 3aMevyaHue, HO XKeHIIMHA JIUIIb KUBHYIa. "
npuHsna cebd Tako#, Kakas 5 eCTh".

" uTo ke 310 Takoe?"

"4 "He cuTx u He mxKemau. A - Cepas".

"Most Ky3uHa AnlaHa Havasa cobuparts g Mmmnepuu 0oi1oB, o6nagatomux Cumnoit”, - moscHum bew,



HaxMypuBIIuCh. "OHa Ha3blBaeT UX MIMIEepCKUMU phIapsiMu, XoTs 51 1 CoBET KnacCuPUuImpyeM ux
Kak CeprIxX [IKeJaeB, MOCKOIbKY OHU CTaBAT HYXKAH MiMrepaTopa Beie Bonu Cumel. TeM He MeHee, B
HEKOTOPHIX OTHOIIEHUSX 3TO 0Ka3anoch 3 HeKTUBHEIM, U..." OH C HEXKHOU YIHIOKOM ITOCMOTPENT Ha
XKeHIMHY: "HakOHeL-TO 3TO IIPUHECII0O MOeH XeHe IOKou".

"Mmnepckue poillapy, ga?" ckasan Kaiin. "A 9to 06 aToM aymaet [IxkaiiHa?"

Ben mopruyn u mokadai ronoBou. "KoHe4HO, Thl He MOXKellb 3HaTh. B MMnepckom [IpocTpancTBe
OBLTI0O KPAaTKOBPEMEHHOE BO3POXKIEHWe CUTXO0B. [IxKakHa u [Ixkarreqm xpadpo cpazkaiuch, YTOOR
cracTu AnlaHy ¥ KPOHIIPUHIIA, HO B KOHIE KOHIIOB OHM ¥ MyXK Ainnansl Qupuk Pen morubmnau. AnnaHa
3aHsIa [IOCT pereHTa npu JHakuHe Coso Qerne, crepyolleM uMiepaTope. IMeHHO 3T0 HanageHue
3acTaBuio ee 00paTUThCA K CoBeTy ¢ mpockboit 00 yBenndueHuN Yuca axenaes. [lonyyuB oTKa3, OHa
co3mana MMnepckux peiapen”.

Kaiin mpoBen pykoi 1o meTtuHe. "4 He Bumen AnnaHy € TeX IOp, Kak oHa Owlyla pebeHkoM. Kakas
oHa?"

"OHa TaKOU XKe 4YeJI0BeK, KaK U BCe OCTAJIbHBIE", - MoXKaJl IileyaMu beH. "YuuThIBas ee Hacjenue,
HEeYIUBUTEBHO, YTO OHa cuiibHa B Cune. OHa niobuma gaai0 XoHa U TeTio JIelo, U TaK CUJIBHO
mobuna [IkaiHy, 4To Korfa X9H u Jlest yMepiu, OHa CcoTacuiach, 4ToOw! [IxkalHa 1 [IKarreq
ymodyepumu ee. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa BCe paBHO Oblyla MpaBHY4Ko# [lapTa Belimepa u BIoyiHe Morja
IIPEeTeHI0BaTh Ha TPOH. YCHIHOBIIeHHE ¥ Opak ¢ MiuammuM 6paToM [IxKarxena MOOKPEeIuiIn 9TH
npeteH3uu. OHa faxe IPU3HAJa, YTO 3TO Obl/Ia IOCTOMHAS Tapa, IyCTh U MOTUTUYECKU
o0ycrioBneHHas".

Ha arot pa3 Kaiin nokayasn ronoBoi. "Te0s1 He OBUIO B XKUBBIX, KOTTIa 9TO CIIYYUIOCH, HO Jlest mouTu
3aKJII04uIa MOIUTUYeCKUit Opak, oka XaH He yoequs ee B oOpaTHOM".

"Bayuka Jleu He OTKa3anach, ¥ B pe3yJbTaTe Tenepb npaBuT Mmmnepueit. OHa noOuIack HEKOTOPBIX
yny4qineHu#. [TH1 aOCOTIOTHOTO, TAPAHUYECKOTO ITPABIEHUS, T0X0XKe, PO, Y 0OHa BLI3HIBAET
IIPEIaHHOCTR".

"9T0 Tak", - ckasana Becrtapa. "Eil BepHBI MHOTHE - IMIIepcKue pHILlapyu CTaHYyT CUJION, C KOTOPOK
IPUAETCS CYUTATLCA. Mou cTapble coOpaThs CUTXU OoJiblle He OyAyT yIpoxkaTh rajakTHKe, OKa
WMnepckue priljapy CUJIBHEL".

Kaiin npucTanbHO U3y4as XeHIuHY. "A 4To OyaeT ¢ BamuM ckiHOM? OH OygeT CUTXOM, JKelaeM UJn
uMIepiem?"

"AHaKOJ - mXKefal", - peluTenbHO 3asgBui beH, Kak OyaTo BOIPOC 3aaBajics HEOMHOKPATHO U 3TO
OBLIT eMUHCTBEHHBIM OTBET, KOTOPBIM OH MOT faTh. "Celdac OH HaXOOUTCS B TPEHUPOBOYHOM
myTeleCcTBUU ¢ MacTepoM ['epdepom”.

"Teddep? Brl umeete B Bupy baumgu 'edpdepa?”



"Ha".

"4 ctape", - mpo6opmoTan Kaiin.

"Crapeto?" BecTapa u3ssimHo mpunogHsaa 6poBb. "MacTtep KaTapH, BH BULENN CTOJIETHE WU Haxe
Oonbire. Bel He cTapeeTe, BB cTapeeTe'.

Kaiin moxan nnedamu. "[leno He B rofiaX, a B paCCTOSHUM".

OHU ycenucs 3a CTOJI U CIIOKOMHO Ioenu. ['appu He y3HaI HAYEro U3 efbl, HO OHA BRITJIAAENA U Iaxia
BKyCHO. [Toka oHM enu, OH 06OyMbIBal TO, UTO y3Hal. Ero xo3siuny Oblno Gonbiile cta jet? OH
BREITJISIZEN JTy4llle, YeM OOIBIINHCTBO MyKYUH B BO3pacTe NATUAECATH JieT, HO Cujia oficKa3biBaia
eMy, 4To BecTapa roBopuT npasay.

"3uauut, TpuymBuUD elre nepxuTca?" cupocun Kaus.

"Iloka", - orBeTun beH. "EMy ymaeTrcsa nonmepxuBaTh MUDP MeXOy ANbsIHCOM U MMIIepckuM
IIPOCTPAHCTBOM, HO B TO 2Ke BpeMsi Mexny OniBiierr HoBoi PecryOnukon u MMmepckum
IIPOCTPAHCTBOM ITpou3oIres 60oee OKOHYATEIbHbIM PacKojl. ANbSHC KaK JeHCTBYIIee
IIPAaBUTEJILCTBO PACIIPOCTPAHSIETCS TOIBKO Ha CUCTEMHI GBIl HoBo# PecnyOnuku, B TO BpeMs Kak
HWMnepckre MUPHL IOJUUHSIOTCS HEIIOCPENCTBEHHO pere’Ty. MMnepckui TpuMBUD BEICTYIIAET B
POJIM CBSI3HOT'O MEXKAY OBYMS YaCTAMHU rajlakKTUKU. OTO HECOBePIIeHHas, HO (yHKIMOHAIbHAA
cucteMa. ®DopmanbHo Annasa - Umnepckuu TpuyMmBup'.

“JI10K BCcerga roBopuil, 4To AlaHa B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OKaXkeTCs Ha TPOHe".

"MHorue U3 Hac BUMIE/IN ee CUMSINEN Ha TPOHe", - CKa3asa Bectapa. "Mo# cOOCTBEHHEIN OTEI XOTEN
yOUTh ee, IOTOMY YTO IIPeIBUIE]T, YTO OHa OymeT mpaBUTh MMmepuei".

"Ona ctana moctoM Mexny OpaeHoM u Mmnepueit”, - ckasan beH. "MiMnepckue prillapu BCe ellle
npusHaioT OpfieH, X0TS ¥ He IIPU3HAIOT Hallleld BepHOCTU. M X0oTs AnaHa He UMIIepaTpuUIla, Kak

PEreHT OHa ceryacC CaMblii MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM 4YeJI0BeK B ['ajlakTHKe. XOPOIIIo, YTO S OMOTall ee

o0y4aTs".
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