Beiifiep BoIIen B CBOM MOKOM U CEJI, IBITAsICh CIIPABUTHLCS C OPOXKbI0 B KOHEYHOCTSX. OH cupen 3a
CBOKM CTOJIOM, epKa T'0JIOBY B IIIJIeMe B OTPOMHEIX PyKaX B IepYaTKax, IPOTOHSIS My4YUTEIbHbIE
obpa3bl. dPusnyeckas 601b Obly1a Belimepy He uyKaa, HO TO, KakK ¢ HUM 00pallaics ero X03suH, ObII0
ropaspo myuutenbHee. Korma-to Belimep cuutan, 4to oHu ¢ [TannatuHoM Oy OTU3KUMU OPY3bSIMHU
¥ YTO €T0 X034UH LIEHUJI COBETH Belifiepa U Ty poJjib, KOTOPYIO TOT CHIrpan B co3ganuu Umnepuu. Ho
Teneps Belimepy cTano sacHO, 4To OH omubancs. HeT, He omuOnuck, a ucmnonb3oBanu. Ogypadniu,
oOManynu u Hapynu. OH 3Hauun s [lanmaTrHa He O0JIbIlle, YeM THICIYU 0(UIIEPOB U TEXHUKOB,
CIYKUBIIUX Ha OOPTY OMHOT'0 U3 MHOT'OYKMCIIEHHHIX KopaOel orpoMHoro Mmmnepckoro ¢orta. Kak s
MOT OBITh TAKUM TITYTIIIOM? TOPBKO YIPeKHYT cebs Beiimep. [Toce Bcero, 4To g cuenal, I0CJie BCETo,
YyeM I0KEePTBOBAJL... 51 sl Hero He 6oyee yeM pal. MEICTIE O TOM, YTO OH CHefiall, Kak yOus cBO0
JKeHy U UX HePOXKAEeHHOTo pebeHKa, pa3befiaia ero B CBeTe 3TOr0 MyUUTEIbHOTO OTKpOoBeHUs. OH
CKa3saJl, YTO IIOMOXKET MHE CITaCTH €e... HeyKeIu 1 9T0 OBII0 10XKbi0? HaMepeH 1 oH BooO11Ie
moMoraTh MHe? Miu 9To Oblyla JIHIIL YaCTh €T0 IIJIaHa 10 MCII0Ih30BaHUIO MEHS B CBOMX IIEJIIX?

"Jlopg Beiifmep, npolly U3BUHUTE 3a BTOpPKeHUe".

Beilimep 3apblyalt Ha 3BYK KOMMa U TKHYJI [TajIbl[eM B KHOIKY OTBeTa. "UT0?" - IpophIYal OH.

"Cap, BO3HUKJIA JOBOJILHO... HEOORIYHAs CUTYyalus, cap", - OTBETHII TOJIOC Ha IPyTroM KoHIle. "B
HallleM TSTOBOM JTyde HaxXxOOuTcs Kopabmib, cap. [IUI0oT yTBepKOaeT, 4YTo IBIIETCSI HHPOPMATOpOM
IIOBCTAHIIEB, XU XO4YET IIOTOBOPUTH C BaMHU".

[Touemy g? pa3pgpakeHHO nmogyMain Beiifmep. Pa3Be s enMHCTBEHHBIM KOMaHAUP B 3TOM (rioTe?

"TIpockanupy#Te Kopabnb", - oTBeTHN Bemep. "OT0 MoxKeT OBITh JIOBYIIKa. IIpOBEPHTE, HET K
B3PHIBYATKY WK JIIO60TO OPYKUS MAacCOBOTO ITOpaXKeHus".

"MHI coenanu 3To, cap”, - oTBeTu odurep. "Hukakux cienoB, KpoMe HeGOIbIIOr0 IePCOHATBHOT0
6mactepa. Ha 60opTy Tpu GOpMEI KU3HHU, CIP; MI0AU. [IBOE U3 HUX - TOAPOCTKH".

Beiinep saxmypurcs. "“Tsl cKa3an "IOHIE"?" - HeIOBEPUYUBO CIIPOCUJI OH.

"Ila, cap", - OTBETUII OH.

Beiimep ¢ KaXXOsIM MTHOBEHHEM CTAHOBHJICS Bce Ooyee o3agadueHHBIM. "[logHuMakiTe KOopabiab Ha
6opT", - cKasan oH HakoHel. "Ho He 3a0yabTe MOATOTOBUTE IIOJIHBIM OTPSA, IIPOCTO YTOOH! OBITH
YBEPEHHEIM".

"KoneuHo, munopm".

Beiimep BcTan u oTorHan 601, KOTopas BCe ellle 3allofHsAa ero u3HyTpu. OH BHIIIEN U3 CBOEH
KAIOTH ¥ HAIIPaBUJICS B KOMHATY [Ji JOIPOCoB. Tkl BEIOpas He TOT IeHb, YTOOH CAATHCS, TOBCTAHEL.
¢ He B TOM HaCTPOEHUH, YTOOH! OBITH CTOBOPYUBLIM.



Korpga Beiifep BoIen B KOMHaTY, oHa Oblia ImycTa. [laBaiiTe IOKOHYUM C 9TUM, YTPIOMO IIOAyMaJl OH.
OH cen 3a MeTaJJIMYeCKUN CTOJI, HAfesiCh, UTO [OIPOC He MOTPeOdyeT ero UCIOIL30BaHUs, U CTall
XKJaTh. B 9TOT MOMEHT OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ APOXKb B Cujie, 1 3T0 ero ucnyrano. OHO OBIO HE OUEeHb
CUJIBHEIM, HO TEM He MeHee IIPUCYTCTBOBaio. Heyxkenu coaBImiics MOBCTaHel ObUI MKenaeM-
OoTCTYyImHUKOM? KT0-TO, KTO M30exkan YucTku? MoxeT ObiTh, 9T0 KeHoOu? HeT, ero curHatypa CUIL
Orina 6e30mn004HOM U ropa3no 0onee CUMbHOM. JTa Obllla He TaKOW CUILHOM, U BCE XKe, KaKUM-TO
o0pa3oM, 3HaKOMOH.....

IIBephb OTKPHITIACh, U iBa OPOHMPOBAHHLIX KJIOHA BBEJIM MaJeHbKYI0 TPYIY B KOMHATY. Beligep BcTan
M IIOCMOTpeJI CHavalla Ha OBYX fleTel: MalbulKa 1 IeB0oUKy. KTo atu metu? OHU CMOTpPEJH Ha HETO
TAKUMU 3HAKOMEIMH, TAKUMH... HeXKHLIMY T71a3aMu. [IoueMy oHM He 60sTCs? M 4TO B 3THUX OETIX
OBIIO TAKOTO, YTO BREI3BIBAJIO TPEBOT'y? OH OTBIIEKCS OT [eTel U MOCMOTPEST Ha COMPOBOKIABIIET0 UX
B3pocioro. [nalr ¢ KamoIIoHOM CKPHIBAJI JIUI0 YeJI0BeKa, HO Jaxe 0e3 Hero OH 3Hall, 4To Iepef
HUM CTOUT XeHIunHa. Korga oH cocpenoTouunics Ha Hel, ero 0XBaTUIO CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO - YTO-TO
Heocsi3aeMoe U B TO XKe BpeMsi HeocriopuMoe. Kak Oynro s 3Haio ee... Kak 6yaro...

"OcTaBbTe HacC", - IpUKa3all OH KJIOHaM, KOTOPEIe TYT XKe MONYUHUIUCH. 3aTeM OH IIOTHSI OOHY PYKY
U C TOMOIIBbI0 CHUJIBI OIYCTUJI KAIIOUIOH KEHIITUHE], He TOBOPS €U HU CJI0Ba. YBUIEB OTKPHIBIIEECs
JIUIIO, OH IIOMIATHIICS Ha3amn. ITagme!!!

"TlapMe... KaK 3TO MOXKET OBITH??" - 3aMKasiCh, IPOOOPMOTAJ OH, YXBATUBIIHUCH 3a CTOJ B ITOMCKaX
OTIOPHEL. "JTOT0 He MOZKET OBITh... THl MEPTBA, THl MepTBa yXke maTh jeT! YTo 970 3a myTKa? KTo ThH
TaKoM?" - THEBHO IOTPeboBaIl OH.

[TagMme IMarHyJia Briepeq, CriIaThiBad CTPaxX U 00JIb OT TOTO, YTO MYy2K4YKMHA, KOTOPOTO OHa mo0uIa, Tak
N3MEHHUJICA, CTaJl TAKKUM MPAYHBIM, IIOJTHEIM 'HEBA U 0ou.

"ITO He ILIyTKa, - CKa3asia oHa. "9To 4, aTo [lagme. U aTo Mou metu". Hammm getu.

Beﬁuep OTJIIHYJICA Ha OeTel, IOHUMasi, YTO OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI UMEHHO UX CUTHATYPY CHIIHL... 5TO
03Ha4aso, YTO OHU JEeMCTBUTENBHO €r0 OEeTH, a 3HAYUT, ¥ OHA JEeHMCTBUTEINBHO...MOM aHTe]l.

"TlanmaTvH cKa3aj MHE, YTO Thl MEPTB, - HAKOHEI ITPou3HeC OH, 00peTs ronoc. "OH cKa3al MHe, YTO
s1 youn tebs".

[TagMme nmokauasa ronxoBoi. "OH conran”, - TUXO cKa3aja oHa. "Tak Xe, Kak oH jrajn 000 sceM. Ham
oboum nranu. O6u-BaH ckasan MHe, 4TO TH norub Ha MycTadape, a S TOJIBKO HECKOILKO OHEN Ha3a[
y3HaJla, 4TO TH XKUB. f Bepuia, 9YTO THl MEPTB, IIOCTIEOHUE MATh JIET, TaK JKe KakK U TH IyMaJ, 4To 5
MepTBa“.

Beiimep no4yBCTBOBAJ, KaK B HEM CHOBa INOJHUMAaeETCS rHeB. "Kak Bl y3Hanu? MHe TpygHO
IIOBEPUTD, YTO KeHoOu BOPYT paccka3an Tebe mpaBay".

"Ila", - orBeTuna [Tagme. "OH cyesn HYKHHIM paccka3aTh MHe 00 9TOM, ToToMy uTo [lanmaTuny



yIanoch Y3HaTh, UTO S JKUBa, U OH 00s7ICs, YTO Yyepe3 Tebs OH HaugeT MeHs u metei". OHa cMoTpesa
Ha Hero, xejas YBUIETh ero JIUIO0, IPOYUTATh ero rjaasa. Ero Momyanue OECIIOKOUIIO ee, U BCe XkKe
OHa IpofmoJkuia. "¢ cka3ana eMy, 4TO OH OBIJT HETIPaB, KOTMa CKPHIBAJI OT MEHS IpaBay", -
IIpofoJiKaja oHa. "f ckasaya eMy, YTO Thl HUKOTTIa He CHeJlaelllh HUYero MJI0X0T0 HYU [EeTIM, HU

MHE .

Beilinep Ovl1 OTPsiceH ee cinoBaMu. Kak oHa Mora ObITh Tak yBepeHa B HEM IIOCJIe TOTO, YTO OH
coenan ¢ Hell Ha MycTradape? Kak MOTJIO CTy4UTHCS, UTO OHA BCE €llle BepHujia B €er0 YeJI0BeYHOCTh, B
TO BpeMs KaK OH caM 6osblile He Bufes B cebe HU KallIk 3TOW YeJI0BeYHOCTH?

"Ckaxu MHe, 4TO S ITpaBa, JHAKWH, - HAKOHEI] IPOM3HecIa OHA, BIIePBEIE Ha3BaB €ro [0 UMEHHU, He B
cuyax 00JIbllle BHIHOCUTH ero Momdanue. "Ckaxu MHe, YTO MOs Bepa B Te0st He Oblyta outuO0YHOM ",

Beiizmep cen, noTpsiceHHBIN. ECU 9TO COH, g COUAY C yMa, 5 3Hat0 3T0... OH IOCMOTPEJ Ha [eTel,
KOTOpPHIe Habsiofamy 3a HUM C HACTOPOXKEHHBIM JTI000TIBITCTBOM. 3HAIOT JIX OHU, KTO 5 TAKOU?
Ckazana nmu uM [lagme, 4TO UX OTell - YyJOBUILIE?

"OnHu npekpacHul", - cKa3aj OH HakKoHell. "Kak Bac 30ByT?" - CIIDOCUJI OH UX.

JTtok u Jlest MOCMOTpEJM Ha MaTh, CJIOBHO HIlla y Hee 000OpPeHNs Ha Pa3roBOp C TEMHEIM,
TAaWHCTBEHHKIM He3HAKOMIlEM. [TalMe TPOCTO KUBHYIIA.

"MeHs 30ByT Jlesa", - 3arosopurna Jles, 6onee cMenast U3 HUX.

"A TBHI, MaJIb4YUK?" - CIIPOCUJI OH, ¥ 9T CJIOBa BBI3BAJIX IIPUJIMB SMOLMM, KOTOPEIE OH He 0XKUAal
WCIIBITaTh CHOBA.

"JI10K, - TUX0 OTBEeTUN JIIOK TOHEHLKUM T'OJIOCKOM.

"Moi Opat cTecHsieTcs", - cKka3ana Jles, coBceM He cTeCHSsCh. "OH He OOUTCS, ITPOCTO CTECHSETCS".

Beilinep kuBHYJ, 3a06aBssCh OTKPOBEHHOCTHIO CBoel mouepu. "IIpaBma?" cipocusn oH. "YU TH TOXe He
6oumbcs?"

Jlest mokaydasa rosoBou. "HeT, MamMa cka3ajia HaM, 4TO Thl HUKOT[la He IPUYMHUIIL HAM Bpefa, 4To
THI Oy[IeIllh HaC 3aluIaTh".

Beiinep cHoBa nmocmoTtpen Ha I[lagme. "TBost MaTh IipaBa”, - CKa3all OH, YyBCTBYS, KaK HAUUHAaEeT
dhopMUpPOBaTLCS CBSI3b C €r0 JeThbMu. "f Tak u caemnai”.

[Tagme YJ'IBI6HYJ'IaCB, €€ I'la3d HAIIOJIHUJINCh HEIIPOJIUTEIMU CJIe3aMu.



"3aueM 3T0?" cripocuna Jlesi, cCHoBa TpeOys BHUMaHUS OTIIA.

Belinep nocMoTpern TyAa, Kyda yKa3blBajl ee MajleHbKUY ITajel]. "9T0 IoOMOoraeT MHe [OBIIIaTh, -
CKa3aJi OH. "A ellle OH KOHTPOJIUPYET, HaCKOJILKO MHE TEeIIo".

"3aueM Tebe 3TO HYKHO?" PoOKO cripocun JIoK.

¥fep MOBEPHYVIICSI K CHIHY, IIOPAXKEHHLIN €ro I UTEJIbHBEIM CXOJCTBOM C HUM B IETCTBe. "IT
Bengep mose c C opaxe €ro IIopas3uTe CXOJICTBOM C eTcTBe. "IT0
nonrast uctopus, JIoK, - ckasan oH. "4 Bce TeOe 00bSICHIO".

"MHe HpaBUTCS TBOW IjTall", - MpPofgosxKaa Jles, morinaxusas IIEJIKOBUCTYO TKaHb ABYMS IIyXJIbIMU
nagbnaMu. "OHa Markas'.

[Tox mackoi Beiigep BrepBele 3a IATh JIeT yabIOHycs. "Crmacu0o", - mpocTo cka3an oH. OH CHOBa
nocMoTpen Ha ITamMe, XKenas, 4ToObl OHa YBUIEJIa BhIpaXkeHue ero rias3, To 060XKaHue, KOTOPOe OH
WCITBITHIBAJI B 9TOT MOMEHT KO BceM UM. "HaM HyxkHO pa3paboTaTh I1aH", - cka3as oH el. "4 He
II03BOJII0 UMIIePaTOPY HaWTH KOTO-TM00 M3 Bac, laxkKe eCJIU AJIS 3TOTO MPUAETCS YOUTh eT0 CBOUMU
pykamu. { obemaio Tebe, [Tagme. d He I03BOJII0 IPUYUHUTH Bpe[l HUKOMY U3 Bac".

[TagMe KMBHYIIa, U CJ€e3bl MOJIUIUCH 110 €€ IeKaM. "4 3Haja, 4YTO Thl 3TOr'0 He CHeJlaelllb, - TUXO0
CKasasa oHa. "d 3Haa, 4To Hauny Tebs, JHu".
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