4 Habmiopana, kak [1o0psi OXOTHUK BO3BpPAIaeTCsl B COH, IPUXOAS U3 MpoOyKAEHHOTO MUpa. Ero
ofexpa, Kak Bcerya, Oblja IOKPHITa KPOBBIO, HO TIPU 9TOM OCTaBajlach HETPOHYTOH. f He Morya
BCIIOMHUTH, KOTZIa B TIOCTIEOHUY pa3 BUIeJla er0 PaHEHEIM, JaXe C IIOPBaHHOU OfeXKIO0M.

OH npubnuKaics MeOJIeHHO, C BRIBePeHHBIMHU IIaraMu, B UAeaIbHOM PaBHOBECHUH, C COEPKAHHBIM
IPUCYTCTBUEM. f BuMesa ero CIIOKOMHLIE, HO MyCThIe Tla3a, Kak OyITo YTO-TO JaBHO yTpPayeHHOeE B
3TOM CHe HaBCerja UCYe3JIo.

qTo-TO BHYTDH MO€eu TPynou CXKaJIOCh, YTO HE MOJIZKHO OBITIO0 OBITH BO3MOZKHEIM, HO, HECMOTPS Ha 3TO,
S OIIyTHJIAa BTOPralOIIyIOCA B MEHA I1€4allb.

¢ BCé emé moOMHMIIA, KAaK 9TH T'JIa3a, KOTOA-TO CHHKE, a TeIepPh YepHBIe, KakK HOUHOe He0o, HeKoraa
BbIpaxKaJii pafioCcTh ¥ Hapmexknay. Ceiidac ke OHM Ka3aJuCh ITyCTHIMU, KaK HOYHOe HeOo 0e3 3BE3[ U
JIYHEL

Korpga oH nomomién 61uxKe, U ero B3I OCTAHOBUJICS Ha MHE, S 3aMeTHIa UCKPY Yero-To B ero
r71a3ax, YTO-TO 3a IIpefejlaMy TOM IMYCTOTH, UTO 3aI0JIHsIa UX BCETO0 MIHOBEHME Ha3af.

4 omyTuna TEMIBIM OTKIUK PafOCTH, Yero, KakK U IIevasH, s He [IokKHa Oblyla 4yBCTBOBaTh. Ho
ToOpeiit OXOTHUK BCETMA [ieiall HEBO3MOXKHOE.

[Tomoiifst KO MHe, OH He 00paTHJI BHUMaHUS Ha TOPSIIYI0 MacTEPCKYI0, Haxe He TTISHYII B e€
ctopony. OH cyerka MoKJIOHUIICS, MOTYa TPUBETCTBYST MEHS.

4 oTBeTUIIa Ha €T0 IPUBETCTBHE TAKUM K€ TIOKJIOHOM, CJI0KHUB PYKU Iepef coOoi.

— ITo6psiit OXOTHUK, TH mpuiiena. CKOpo HaCTYNUT PacCBET; 3Ta HOYb U 3TOT COH 3aKOHYATCH.
[eiipMaH XAET TeOs y IOOHOXKMS BEJIUKOTO [lepeBa.

OH KMBHYJ CIIOKOMHO U, IPOMAS MUMO MeHs, OPOCUII Ha MEHS ITOCTIeOHUN B3I C IETKUM KUBKOM,
HaIlPaBIASCh K 3aHEN YaCTH MaCTEPCKOM C PEIIMMOCThIO Ha JIUIIE.

4 cemna, oxkupas OUTBEI, KOTOpasi, Kak 5 3Halla, B KOHEYHOM MTOTE IIPOU30MIET.

[eiipMaH Bcerfa, B KOHIIE HOYHOM OXOTHI, IIpefjiaraji OXOTHUKAM MUJI0Cepane, CBOOOY YBUOETh
KOHEeIl HOYH, BO3MOXKHOCTh Pa30pBaTh eI CHa.

Bce, 6e3 uCKII04eH s, BLIOMPAK 3TOT IIyTh, HO YTO-TO BHYTPH MEHS ITOfICKa3kIBaio, 4YTo ¢ [JoOpEIM
OxoTHUKOM OyfieT uHa4e, 4YTO OH HUKOTMa He BEIOEPET TaKOM MCXOI.

Yepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT S II0YYBCTBOBasa, Kak NpucyrcTeue ['eipmana mucuesno u3 cHa. Y cHOBa g
MCIIBITAJIa SMOINI0, KOTOpas NOoKHa Obla ObITh HEBO3MOXKHOM: PafOCTh.

4 He yyBCTBOBAaJIa levasu 110 II0BOAY cMepTu ['elipMaHa, HO pagoBaiack. HakoHeN-To, IIOCJIe CTOJIb
[OJITOT0 BpeMeHHU, OH 00peJsT TOKOM, CMOT HaKOHeIl OTHOXHYTh.

MrHoBeHUSA CIIYCTA s OIMYTHIIA, KaK BO CHE IMOSABUIIOCE HOBOE IIPUCYTCTBHUE.

9TO mpUCYTCTBUE He OBII0 3JIOBEINM, CKopee flaxe 61aroxeaTebHbIM, CIIOBHO CIIagKoe
IIPUKOCHOBEHME JIYHHOT'0 CBETA, HO €r0 CHJjla 3acTaBUJia BECh COH 3aTpeleTaTh, OXBaTHUB €0
1enukoM. ATMocdepa, Ka3amoch, CTAHOBUIACH TSXKeEJee TONBKO M3-3a CYIIECTBOBAHUS BlIafieNblia
3TOTO IPUCYTCTBUS.

"®nopa... — 3X0M pa3spaincg Mou ronoc. — JIyHsl... CHa... Benukas..."



Hpe}Kne 49eM 4 yCIIejla 3aKOHYHUTh CBOIO PEYbD, MO I'0JIOC MCYe3, a TEJIO 3aCThIJIO OT BTOPOTO
IIPUCYTCTBUA, KOTOPO€ BO3HUKIIO HE U3BHE, d USHYTPU CAMOTI'0O CHA.

9T0 mpyroe npucyTtcTBue 6110 mogoOHO DI0pe, eCu He CUNIbHEE, TSKeee, II0THee... 6oree
SIPOCTHBIM.

OHo 651710 TOOOHO B30EIIEHHOMY 3BEPI0, OXOTHUKY, HIIyIIeMy CBOIO JOOBIYY, 0XBAUEHHOMY SPOCTHIO
1 6eCKOHEYHEIMU 00UaMHU.

"Ox... [Jo6psiit OXOTHUK..." — TpobopMoTasa 5, YyBCTBYS, KaK COH COTpsSCaeTCs, Koraa fABa
IIPUCYTCTBUS CTOJKHYJIUCh, KOTTla Hayasach OUTBa.

CoH pa3pymmcs B MTHOBEHHE OKa, BCsI 00CTaHOBKa MCKa3uIach ¥ PaCKOJIONIach OT OCTaTKOB
BEJIUKOM OUTBHI, KOTOPYIO COH HE MOT BBIIEPXKATh.

4 ornsimenack CIIOKOWHO M HAKJIOHUTIA I'OJIOBY BOOK, 03afmauyeHHasi. CTpaHHO, HO MOH OKPECTHOCTH
OCTaJIUCh HETPOHYTHIMH, 3ALIUIIIEHHBIME OT CTOJIb MOIITHOTO CTOJIKHOBEHHUS, TOHKAs 3aBeca
OKpyzXKaJjla ¥ 3alluilaia MeHs.

"Tlouemy... O, ToOpsiii OxoTHUK? [Taxke B TaKO# OMTBE THI PACXOAYEIlb CHJIbI, YTOOHI 3AIUTUTh
MeHs... [Jaxke IPOTHUB TAKOTO IPOTHBHUKA THl OCTAEILCS BHUMATEILHEIM, OXPaHsIs MeH..."

4 6wina Kykio#, co3ganueM, CO3IaHHbIM JIUIIh 7S IOMOIIM OXOTHHUKAM, YeM-TO 3aMEHUMBIM...
[Touemy... [IoueMy THI CcllaCc MeH4... 3alUllaellb MeHq?...

¢ mopmHsIack CIIOKOMHO, KOCHYJIach 6apbepa, KOTOPHIM orpaxman MeHs OT Xaoca CHapyXH, OT
IpofoJIKaoIencss OUTBEL.. [Touemy?... [ToueMy MOs TPynb COrpesach OT TaKO# 3aIuTH?... YTO 3TO
3a 4YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE S UCIBITHIBAO?...

CwMmylieHHass CBOMMU 3MOLMSIMH, S K[ajla KOHIla cpaXkKeHus. buTBa, Ka3aiock, Ayiuiack HEJOJTO, a
MOXKET OBITh, OJITO, BPEMSI CJIOBHO IIOTEPSITIO CMEICH, OOJIBIIE HE UMEJI0 3HAUEHHUS.

Haxkonel, ToHKas 3aBeca, 3alUIaBIIasi MeHs, paccesiach, ¥ 3a Hel OTKPHIICS IIeJIbIi COH,
MacTepcKasi BHOBB Oblyia 6e3yIIpedyHor, BOCCTAHOBIEHHOM.

[Tpexke 4eM MOM MBICIIH YCIIEJIM YHECTHUCh K UCXONY TaKOM OHUTBHI, K TOMY, KTO ITOOEONI B 3TOM
CTOJIKHOBEHMH, IITAaTH 9XOM Pa3[aiCh, MEJIEHHO CITyCKasCh IT0 KAMEHHBIM CTYIIEHSIM, HallPaBJIsSsiCh
KO MHe.

f mocnemHo NOfHSANA IOJIOBY, He IOHUMAad oyeMy. TaM, 1o CTyneHsaM cnyckancs HoOpsiit OXOTHUK.

OH BrITISImEN 6€3yNpeyHo, ero ofexaa Oblla He TPOHYTA, €r0 MaHephl OBINIK COepzKaHHHI, Jaxe
KPOBb, KOTOPasi, Ka3aJioCh, BCETOa COMPOBOK/alia ero, MOKPHIBAs €ro, Hc4Yesa.

BynTo OBl 6UTBa, YTO TOJIBKO YTO IIPOM30IIIIa, ObIa JIUIIL AaJeKUM CHOM...

CryckasiCh 110 CTYIIEHSIM, OH Ha0II0as 3a MHOM, CJIOBHO OXKMasi, YTO 5 Hallady Ha HETO, 4YTo,
KOHEYHO e, s HuKorma Owl He caenana. [laxe ecnu Ob [oOpbii OXOTHUK IOXKenall MOero
VHUYTOXKEHUS, s ObI HUKOTIa He aTaKoBaJjla ero, HUKOToa He 0TBeTusa OBl arpecCue.

Ho6prrii OXOTHUK, KaXKeTCsI, 0CO3HAJ 3TOT (AKT, ¥ 51 yBUEJIA B €ro0 rjaa3ax o6aerdeHre, HaCTOIbKO
YHCTOE U ChIPOE, UTO Ha MTHOBEHME MHE IT0KA3aIoCh, YTO OH MOXKET YIIaCThb.

— Kykrna... — Mmenoguynsii roynoc [Jooporo OxoTHHKa pa3gancs. OH OB XPUILIEIM U TIIyOOKUM, HO



CTIOKOWHBIM U CHOEPKaHHKIM. — MeHs He OyIeT KaKoe-TO BpeMsi... TPUCMOTpH 3a CHOM [0 MOETo
BO3BpauleHus. IToxanyiicra.

— KoneuHo, [1o0peid OXOTHUK. — f1 clierka MOKJIOHUIACh eMy.

Be3 nuiHux ClI0B OH CTasl IPHU3pavyHBIM, IpeX/e YeM UCUe3HYTh U3 CHA, eT0 CYyIeCTBOBaHHUE
nof00HO MUPaXy, BEPHYBIINCEH B TPOOYXKIEHHBIA MUD.

¢ mocMoTpena Ha MecTo, TIe OH CTOSITT MTHOBEeHMe Ha3afl, ¥ MmpolnenTana. "[la COmyTcTByeT Tebe
yoauyHas oxoTa. O, [1oOpeiit OXOTHUK..." 3aTeM s1 BHOBb CeJla, 0XKK/Jasi ero BO3BPAIEHHUS B COH.

4 XKpmarna, B TUIIWHE, OXPaHssI COH ¥ MacTePCKYIO 0o Bo3BpalueHus [Jo6poro OxoTHWKa. BpemeHaMu
COH Ka3aJIiCs COTPSICAIOIINMCS, B IPYTrHe MOMEHTHI OCTaBaJICs HeIIOOBUKHEIM, HO BCETHa
BO3BPAIIAJICS B HOPMY.

HakoHerl, s He 3Hasa, CKOIBKO MPOIII0 BPEMEHHU, HO B KAKOU-TO MOMEHT J[06phiit OXOTHUK BEPHYIICS
B COH, B MaCTEePCKYIO...

OH OBITT TAKMM XK€, eT0 BHEUTHUY BUJ UAEHTUYEH, HO KaK-TO 5 3HajIa, YTO OH U3MEHHUJICS, YTO-TO B
HEM OBbLJIO IPYTUM...

¢ mogHsIack, YTOOH TOMPUBETCTBOBATh €T0, KaK BCETMa Mellajia, KOToa OH BO3BpAIlaiCcs, H KaK
Bcerga Oyny memnath.

— Io6po noxkanoBaTh oMo, [1oOpsiit OxoTHUK. Yero TH xKefnaelb? — BHYTpy MeHs IyJIbCUPOBAJIO
MaJleHbKoe JIo00nbITCTBO. Ellle ofHa HeusBecTHas, cTpaHHas amonus. Ho s konebanace, 4TOOH
CIIPOCHTE... UTO K€ OH MOMIEN OXOTUTHCS Ha... TeIephb, KOTAa HOYb 3aKOHUMUIIACK?...

ToOpriit OXOTHUK CIIOKOMHO KUBHYJ MHeE, Kak OynTo 6/1arogapui 3a MPpUBETCTBUE, U, KaK OyATO
IIPOYKMTAB MOH MBICIIH, CKa3al:

— [poOyKmEHHEIM MUDP HAaKOHEeI] 00pEs mokoit. Moux copopuyelt 60bIlle He CyIIeCTBYET...

Mowu MBICTTM 3aMepJ/Ii Ha MTHOBEHHE OT TaKOTro 3asiBieHusi. He oco3HaBasi Ui UTHOPUPYS MOE
3amMemaTenbCeTBo, oOpheii OXOTHUK IPOIIEN K MAaCTEPCKOM,

— 4 3auimyce 4yeM-To, KyKra, uccienoBaHueM, BO3BpallleHUeM Ha MO0 IIPeXKHIOW0 IIJIaHEeTy. —
Koneb6msce Ha MrHOBeHUe, [[oOpbiii OXOTHUK 00epHYIICS, Tpexkae YeM BOUTH B MaCTEPCKYIO.

4 nomaxana eMy BCle[

3aKPHITOU IBEPU MAaCTEPCKOM.

— 4 O6yny xpaTh, [JoOpeii OXOTHUK. — 3aTeM g BHOBL CeJla, 0XKufasi, Kak Bcerga Oymy.

Ha stort pa3 [1o6psiii OXOTHUK BepHYJCS ObICTpee.

Brliiig 13 MacTepPCKOM, OH MOAOoLIEN KO MHe. OH Ka3aJCcs HepelluTeIbHLIM, CJIOBHO Yero-To 00sICs...

CrpaHHoO... { He BUJeNa TaKoro BhipaxkeHus y [Jobporo OXOTHUKA yKe IOIT0e BpeMs, OH HaBHO
mepecTtasn 00SIThCH...

Hakosel, s yBuOesna, Kak ero ria3a BepHYJIUCh K CBOeN 00BIYHOM ITyCTOTE, M MOE CEPAIle CKaloCh OT
Ievasiu.



— Kyxkmna... Tsl 661 compoBoguiia MeHs? — [1oOpeii OXOTHUK CIIPOCHII, IIPOTSIHYB PYKY KO MHe.
Ha aToT pas g yBupena, KaK B ero B3rjsge 3abnecTena cinabas ucKpa, Hajiexkaa.

4 yneIGHyMach, YTO [JIT MOETO0 TeJla [OIKHO ObITh HEBO3MOXKHEIM, U TOTTIa Iedalib B MOEi TPy[IH,
Ka3aJ0Ch, CMEHHUJIaCh APYTOM 3MOLKUEeN — PafoCThIo.

4 mpoTsAHyNIa PyKy CIOKOIHO, 6e3 Koyebauui, u B3siyia pyKy [Jobporo OXoTHUKA.
— Hascerpga. — Ha Bcio BeYHOCTD, KakK 1 BCeraa.
Bonbire cioB He TpeOOBaIOCh.

B mMruoBenue oka Mbl 06a, [To6peiit OxoTHUK 1 51, KyKia, ncue3nu U3 cHa.
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