Ckaityokep cMoTpuT Ha CrliHa, BhIpaXKeHUeE JIMIla BCe TaKoe ke 0e3Hafie’kHOe U MOTEePSTHHOE, KakK U
MT'HOBEHHUe Ha3ajl. Belgep 4yBCTBYeT, KaK 3TU 3MOIIMHU HAXOOSAT OTK/IMK B IITyOHMHAX ero JyLId, U eMy
BAPYT OTYASTHHO 3aX0TEJI0Ch HAWTH CII0CO0 YCIIOKOUTh UX. HeT HUKOTo, KOro OH MOT OBl IIOHSITh
nyute, yeM CKallyokKepa, ¥ HUKTO, B CBOIO 04epe[ib, He MOT Obl IIOHSITh €T0 JIy4Ille 110 TOM ITPOCTOM
IPUYMHE, YTO KOTIa-TO OHU OBITM OMHUM U TEM XKe YeJIOBeKOM. BO3M0XKHO, OH co3marl
abTEPHATHUBHYIO PeasibHOCTh, PELINB IPUUTHU CIOfa, HO TeIepb OH BEPUT, UTO €T0 IPUCYTCTBUE
M3MEHUJIO BCE, YTO MOTJIO OBITH B OyAYIIIEM.

EMy HyKHO TIOHMMaHUe, KOTOPOe MOXKET [aTh ero IBOMHUK, U OH 3HAET, KaK CUJIbHO MJIaAIInui
JKaXpeT Toro xe. [lae ecjy OHY - OOUH U TOT Xe 4eJIOBeK, TI0UeMy OHU He MOTYT HaUuTHu
B3aUMOIIOHUMaHue OPYT C APYToM, 3Hasl, UTO APYTOM Tak Ke HecOoBepIlIeHeH, Kak 1 oH? EMy
TPeOyeTCs BCETo JIUIIL MTHOBEHUE, YTOOR TOHSATh U 00yMaTh 3TO, MTHOBEHHE, B TeUEHNE KOTOPOTO
OH 00BOTUT CBOel co6cTBeHHOM CuoN MOANIUCH MIafilllero, Mojiya ycroKausas ero Cuiou.

Ckaltyokep, IT0X0xKe, B KaKO#-TO CTeIleH! IIOHKUMAET, YTO JielaeT, IOTOMY YTO BHelllHe obpaliaeT
cBol B30op Ha CriHa. "Kak?" - cpallliBaeT OH, HEMHOTO COKPYIIeHHO. "Kak s Mory cuenarth BeIOOp?"

"Bynyinee, 0 cBoel Ipupone, MoxkeT ObITh U3MeHeHO", - 00bsicHseT ChiH. "[IpucoenuHsics KO MHE,
¥ BMeCTe MBI YHUYTOXKHUM 3TOr0 MnepaTopa, KOTOPOTO TH BUHUIIL B CBOUX BUEeHUIX! MEI
YHUYTOXKUM BCe CUMBOJIBI MPayHOT0 OyAyIero, KoTopoe Morjo Okl OBITE ¥ Bac. Torga MbI IIOJIOKUM
KOHeIl BOMHE, KOPPYIILXU U CTpaflaHusIM BO BCeU rajakTuke".

"Brl He MOXKeTe IOBepsTh eMy, 100 OH - TeMHas CTOpoHA", - mpenynpexpaaeT Beiigep. "O6MaH - B eT0
npupope. [Ipucoenunsiics Ko MHe, CKallyoKep, ¥ BMECTe MBI CMOKeM [IPaBUTh raJlaKTUKOX Ha
paBHBEIX. MBI CMOKEM IIepefiefiaTh ee [0 CBoeMy yCMOTpeHuio. Tebe HUKOTTa He IPUAETCS 60AThCS
MeHs Tak, Kak ero". OH 3HaeT, YTO ero rojIoC IMOX0K Ha ToJI0C APYTroro, TOIhKO ropa3go MpaydyHee,
ropasfo XOJIOgHee.

T'ony6eie rna3a Ckaityokepa MepIAiOT, ¥ B HUX IIOCEJIETCS PEIIUMOCTh. Belimep He 3HaeT, 4YTO OH
PEIINII, HO OH YyBCTBYET, KaK CTajbHas PEIIUMOCTb TPOHUKAET B UX CBsI3b. "MEI mpuHECEM MUP?" -
CIpalIuBaeT OH.

"Koneuno!" - BocknunaeT ChIH, IPOTATUBAs PYKOSATh CBETOBOTO Meda. CKailyoKep MedJIeHHO
OJHUMAaeTCS U OEpeT ero, XOTS BCe ellle BHITTISIOUT HeyBePEeHHBIM.

Belinep memnaert mar Boepen. "Thl IXKeIlb, - XOJIOOHO 3asBJIseT OH, yKa3biBas Ha CriHa. "Ha TeMHOU
CTOPOHEe HeT Mupa". 3To OB OOUH K3 MEePBHIX YPOKOB, KOTOPHIE OH YCBOMJI. BCce, YTO HAMKMCaHO B
Kopekce mxemaes, [I7Isi CHTXOB BEPHO C TOYHOCTBIO 10 HA000POT. "MUp - 3TO JI03Kb, ECTh TOJIHKO
CTpacTh", - IPOLUTUPOBAII OH.

CBIH KPYKUTCS, IBUTASICh TaK OLICTPO, YTO Belimep He ycleBaeT yClIeauTh 3a ero IepeMelleHusIMHU.
"Temepb OH MOW", - IIUIUT OH, ¥ U3 KOHYHUKOB €r0 IalbIleB BEHIPHIBAIOTCS KPAaCHBIE MOJTHUU.

Beliep MrHOBEHHO pearupyeT, BCKUAbIBas PYKU U co3faBast muT. OH HUKOTHA He OCMEJTUBAJICS
IIOCTYyTIaTh TakK C MiMIepaTopoM, He BO BpeMsl CBOMX HaKa3aHUU, HO BCe XKe OBJIafie]l YMeHUEM



OTpaxKaTh 3JEKTPUYECTBO I'OJILIME PYyKaMu. MOJTHHUM TPEIIAT O ero IIUT, IepPeHaNpPaBssich B KAMHU
BOKDPYT HUX, II0Ka OH M30 BCEX CUJI CTApaeTcs AepKaTh UX rnopasblie oT cebs. OH He 3HAET, CKOJIBKO
MMEHHO 3JIeKTPUYEeCTBa CMOXKET BhIIePKaTh ero KOCTIOM XKu3Heo0ecrieyeHus, mpexae yeMm Oymet
HETIOMPaBUMO MTOBPEXIeH. A OH He X0UeT YMUPATh 3[IeCk, ¥ He TaK CKOPO.

KpacHas monHus IpeKkpalaeTcs, ¥ 1o B3Maxy pyku ChiHa Belifep 1eTUT Ha3af, Bpe3asicCh B CTEHY
yTeca, a 3aTeM OKa3kiBaeTcsl B CunoBoM ynyurse. OH 60peTCs, MBITasgCh COCPENOTOUYUTHCS, YTOOH
pa3opBaTh 3axBaT, HO BCKOpPE IIOHMMaeT, YTO HUYEro He MOXKeT caesaTh. "CKanyokep, - 30BeT OH
CBOETO0 KOJIJIETY Yyepe3 uX CBA3b. "TONBKO ThI MOXKeIIb 0CTaHOBUTH ChiHa. Mcmons3yit CBeTIyIO
CTOPOHY TakK Xe, KaK ThHl JeJlajl 3T0, KOIr[ia IpyUpydal ero paHblie. ITO eqUHCTBEHHEIH C1I0C00".

EMy He HPABUTCS, YTO OH BHIHYKIEH IIPOCUTh 00 9TOM MJIafIIero, Bemb TeMHas CTOPOHA [aeT CHUIy,
HO OH CKOpee CMUPHUTCS C TeM, 4To npuaeTcs: obpaTuth Ckalyokepa, 4YToOb TOT IPUCOETUHUIICS K
HEMY, YeM C TeM, 4To OH yMpeT. CKallyokep, KaXKeTcs, Clierka 3allaHUKOBaJl - UJIM, MOXKET OBITE,
aMoInuu Belijepa IpOHUKAIOT B UX CBA3b, OH HE 3HAET, - €T0 B3TJIA MedyeTcsa MeXAy BelimepoMm u
CrIHOM.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB OH Mog4uHseTcs, oopamasich K Cune, K CBeTy, KOTOpHIH BCe ellle IPUCYTCTBYET Ha
IIJIaHeTe, HeCMOTPS Ha cMepTh [Jouepu. "THl OTIYCTUILL 70", - IPUKA3bIBaeT OH, IIPOTATUBASA PYKY K
ChIHY ¥ ymepKuBasi ero Ha MecTe, C CUJIOM pa3phiBas XBaTKy Belifepa. Beliiep nagaet Ha OOHO
KOJIEHO, TToTUpas ymubieHHOe TOP/o, U MOJi4ya, CTPEMHUTENbHO NpubnuxkaeTcsa. OHU OOMXKHEI
yHAYTOXUTH CBIHA 37IeCh U cendac.

CkallyoKep HaXXMMaeT CUJIbHee U HaKOHell 3acTaBisgeT ChiHa OIYCTUTHCS Ha KOJIEHU, XOTS TOT
ObeTCsT U TIIETHO IIBITAETCS BHIPBAThHCS. "YOel ero”, - MBICIIEHHO ITOCHITAET OH, ¥ Belifiep fenaer 3To,
3axXuras CBOM KpaCHBIM CBETOBOM MeY U O0TCeKasi CHIHY TOJIOBY, ITPeX/e YeM TOT YCIIEBAEeT
CpearvupoBarTh.

Beiifiep 1 ero ABOMHUK CMOTPAT OPYT Ha OPyra, ¥ KaxeTcs, 4YTO co cMepThio ChiHa BCe 3amupaert. "4
He 3Halo, noyemy Cusa mpuBena MeHs CI0fa, - HaKOHeI[ TOBOPUT Belfep, HapyIas TUIIUHY, - HO S
3mech. MBI MOKeM 0CTaHOBUTH CHOUYCa, eClid TONbKO OymeM paboTaTh BMecTe".

[Tpu croBe "cuTx" Ha JUIle MIAMIIETO MOSBISETCS BCIBIIKA 00N U IIpeaTeIbCTBa, U OH, TSIXKEJO0
B3[OXHYB, KuBaeT. "[la, - TUXO COTJIallaeTcs OH, - i, f... I X04y 3TOT0. Mbl OyoeM TOIbKO APYT V
npyra. HukTo gpyro# He moumMer".

Betinepy nmouemy-to KaxeTcs, 4uTo Ckailyokep gymaeT o KeHobu. Oco3HaHKe TOTO, UTO €T0 - UX -
OBIBIINIT XO3SMH CKOPO IpubynmeT, npoH3aeT Beiifepa ctpaxoM. OH MOXKeT yOUTDb €T0, OH X04eT 9TOTO.
"TloxarnyiicTa, He yOuBal OoJblle HUKOT0", - yCTano roBOpUT eMy CKallyoKep, CJIOBHO YUTasl ero
MBICJIY, & MOXKEeT, TaK OHO U eCTb. Belfep He 3HaeT. CKopee, OH IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI 3MOLIUHY, Y3HAB UX
OTT'0JIOCOK B COOCTBEHHOU AyIIIE.

"He 6yny. [Toka", - HEOXOTHO corfamaeTcs Belifnep, nepecekast pas3fesioniyio X 3eMJIi0 Tak, YTO
OHM O0Ka3bIBAIOTCS IPSMO APYT HAmpoTuB Apyra. "B moe BpeMs OTel 3a0pajl MOM BOCIIOMUHAHUSA. f
TaK ¥ He y3HaJl, 4To mpou3ouuio. [103Bob MHE CAeNaTh TO XKe camoe A1 TeOs1. Tebs He TOKHO



TATOTUTH 3HAHUE O 6y11y1.ueM, KOTOPOI'0O THI HE HpO}KI/IJ'I“.

OH He MOXKeT CKa3aTh, IOUeMy IIPeMJIOKUI 9TO, HO HaeeTCsl, YTO 3TO IOMOXKET COXPAHUTh
MOJIOJOMY 4eJIoBeKy cTabuiIbHOCTh. OH 3HaeT, YTO U caM HecTaOuJieH Jaxke B JIydlline CBOM JHU. He
HY2KHO, 4TOOBI OHU 006a OKa3aluch B ONMHAKOBOM cuTyaluu. CKallyoKep Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aiyMasiCs
HaJ IpeoXkKeHUeM, a 3aTeM KuBHYI. "UTo MHe HyKHO coenaTh?"

"Brnyctu MeHs", - otBedaeT Belipmep. "He cpaxaiiTech CO MHOK."

OH KrafeT nabilbl MPaBoi PyKW Ha BUCOK CKallyokKepa, IpoHuKas CHUI0H B €ero pa3yM. ITO
IIPOMCXOOUT Ha YAUBIIEHUE JIETKO, BO3MOXKHO, ITOTOMY, 4TO CHJla IOHKMaeT, YTO OHH, 10 CYTH, OOUH
U TOT XKe 4YeJloBeK. Belifilep gBUTAaeTCS OCTOPOXKHO, TOHUMaAs, KaK BaxKHO COOIIOIaTh OCTOPOXKHOCTh
BO BpeMs IOJ00HBIX IIPOIEAYP, [T0Ka He JOXOOUT [0 Hadasa BUEeHUM, KOTOPhIe TOKa3kiBan eMy ChIH.
OH 0CTOpPOXKHO coOMpaeT BOCIIOMUHAHMS, CTapasiCh He IIMHUOHUTh CIIUIITKOM HaBSI3UMBO, XOTS U HE B
CUJIaX MIPeNOTBPAaTUTh IOTOK WHGOPMALMH, TPOHUKAIOIMINUY B €T0 COOCTBEHHBIM PasyM.

BocriomuHanus o Mycradape CHOBa IIPOHOCSATCS B €TI0 TOJIOBE, COITPOBOKaeMble O0/IbIO U
IIpefaTenbCTBOM, KOTOpPHIE OH BCerfa 4yBcTBOBal TaM. OH BUAUT CBOe COOCTBeHHOe nafenue. OH
BUOUT, KaK €ro rnepenejajin B Knﬁopra, KOTOPEIM OH ceniyac aBisetrcs. U elle OH BUOUT KOe-4TO
npyroe. OH Bugut, yto Cuguyc conran emy. [lagMe, ero aures, yMmepsia OT €r0 PyKH He ITOTOMY, 9YTO y
HUX POOUIUCH meTH. Belimep He maeT cebe 3a0IyaUTHCS, IBITASICh Y3HATH OOJIBIIE O CBOUX HETSX, O
JItoke u Jlee, a 3aTaJIKUBaeT BCe BOCIIOMUHAaHUS B ITI0ACO3HaHUe CKallyokepa.

Mrnapmuii MyK4uHa IafiaeT B 00MOpOK, ¥ Beilifiep moagxBaThBaeT ero, 6epexkHo oOHUMAas, 1 OIIyCKaeT
Ha 3eMJII0, OKM[ast MpoOyKOeHUsST CBOEr0 TOBapHIla. ITO HOPMaJbHO. becco3HaTenbHOe COCTOSTHUE
O3HAYaeT, YTO ero pa3yM paboTaeT Haf Iepe3arpy3Kol mocjie BHE3AITHOTO OTKITI0YEHUS
CO3HATEJIbHBIX BOCIIOMUHaHUM. OCTaeTCs TOJIbKO HafgesAThCs, 4TO CKalyoKep MOMHUT XOTh YTO-TO U3
TOTO, 4TO OBIJIO TTIOTOM, KTO TaKoii Belifiep 1 3aueM OH 3[eCh. Y HUX €CTh MUCCHS, KOTOPYIO OHU MOTYT
BBIIIOJIHUTD TOJIBKO BMECTE.

Yepes munyTy CKaryokep cmabo 3aCTOHAJ, ero rila3a OTKPLUIUCH U CPOKYCHPOBAIKChH Ha Belimepe.
"Yro mpoucxomut?" - 60PMOUYET OH.

"Tel B mopsimke?" crpammuBaeT Beliep, 3Hast, 4YTO BCIIHIIIKa OECIIOKOMCTBA, KOTOPYIO OH YYBCTBYET,
OymeT ouryTUMa OJIST OPYToro, Kak Okl OH HU XOTEJ 3TO CKPHITh.

"[la", - oTBeYaeT MaJIbYUK, MeJIEHHO CafsACh U XMypO IIOTHUpas BUCOK. "f He IIOMHIO, 4TO I0Ka3aJl
MHe ChHIH, HO g 3Hal0, UTO OH IOKa3anl MHe Oyayimee..." Ero ronoc npepeiBaeTcs, ¥ Belijep 4yBCTBYET,
KaK Ha Hero HaKaThIBaeT BOIHA 00yu. "¢ Koe-4To IOMHIO, - IEMTYeT OH, CXKUMas PYKH B KyJlaku. "f
3Hal0, KaK ThHI OKa3aJiCsa B TakKoM ImonoxeHuun". OH geftaeT XKecT, ¥ Beuep ¢ yKacoM [TIOHUMAET, YTO
OH UMeeT B BUY KOCTIOM Xku3Heobecneuenus. OH moMuuUT MycTtadap. [Touemy?

"¢l He XKeJaw roBOPUTH 00 9TOM, - OTPHIBUCTO coobitaeT Belimep. becnone3no NbeITaThCs CIPSITAThCS
0T 9TO¥ G0JIee MOJIOHOY Bepcuu caMoro cebsi. Bo3aMoxXHO, ecnu OB OHU BCTPETUIIUCH B MECTE, THe
Curna He Tak CUJIbHa, eMy OBl 3TO YAanoch, HO 3fech Cula nepenonHgeT ux 06oux. CBs3b, BOZHUKINIASL



MeXKIy HUMH, HOCTAaTOYHO CHUJIbHA, YTOOHI la’ke MBIC/IA MOTJIM HellpefHaMepeHHO o6MeHuBaThCA. C
3MOLIMSIMU BCe TOpa3no Ipolle, ¥ Beligep yxke 3HaeT, UTO OHU He CMOT'YT CKPHITh UX OPYT OT ApyTa.
Teneps yxe Her.

Ckaltyokep 4yBCTBYyeT 60Jb, IpefaTeIbCTBO, CTPax, TTy00KyI0 U HOWIIYI0 00Ky, KOTOpas Tak 4 He
yTUXJa II0CJe ero nopaxeHnus. [Tocie cuepkKaHHOM MMay3kl MOTYaHUS OH IPOTSATUBAET PYKY U KIafeT
ee Ha PyKy Beliepa, X0TsI ¥ He MOXKET ee ITOYYBCTBOBATh; MY XOTeJI0Ch OBl, YTOORI OH MOT. "ITO
OBIIIO HETIPABUJIBHO C er0 CTOPOHH", - TUX0 roBopuT CKaityokep, - "YU 51 He II03BOJII0 €My CHOBa
IPUYMHUTE TeOe 00J1b, Jaxke 3TOM ero Bepcuu'.

"3HauuT, TH IPUCOEOUHUIILCSA KO MHe?" clipalliuBaeT Belifiep, CKOpee IIOTOMY, YTO HE MOXKET B 3TO
II0BEPUTEH, YeM II0OTOMY, YTO COMHEBAETCH.

[onyOble T71a3a - OH 3HAET, YTO OHU rojiyOkle, faxke eciu O0bllle He BUOUT UX OTTEHKA Yepes
KpacHbIe TMH3HI, - HAllOJITHEHBI OTHEHHOUM PEIIMMOCThIO, KOTOPYIO Beiimep xopoino 3HaeT. "KoHedHOo".

Beilimep BCTaeT, ¥ pyKa Ha ero pyke yCIloKauBaeTCs, IIOCKOJIbKY OH CTapaeTcsl He oOpalaTth
BHHMaHUS Ha ITOCTOSTHHYIO 60/1b BO BceM Tesie. "Torga Thl JOJIXKEH NMPUHSATh TeMHYI0 CTOPOHY.
Ortkporica eni. ITo3Bomb el 3aTonuTh Tebs. [IycTs oHa 3anonHut tebds". OH KacaeTcs SpKOro
IIPUCYTCTBUS PAAOM C co00H, omlymias BHyTpeHHUY CBeT, KOTOPHIM HUKOT[a He yracHeT, Kak He yrac
ero cobctBeHHbIH. "TlocMoTpu Ha cBou sMonuu. [Ipoananu3upyite ux. [louyBcTByiiTe ux. He
TI03BOJISIATE UM KOCHYThCS Bac. OHu pgaioT Tebe cuny. Mcnons3yi ee”.

CkallyoKep fieylaeT To, UTO TOBOPUT eMy Belinep, 6eCIIpeKOCIIOBHO IT03BOJISAS MOTJIOTUTDL cebs TeMHOU
cTopoHe. Belimep HaOmogaeT, Kak ThMa 3a/IMBaeT ero, Kak OH MPUHUMAET ee, KaK XKeJITeI0T OT Hee
ero rjla3a, ¥ He MOXKEeT He YyBCTBOBATh 3JTOOHOTO yIOBIETBOPEHHS, Bedb 3TO [lafgeHue - Ha UX
ycnoBusx. Cuguyc 6onbine He OyaeT UMEeTh Hafl HUMKM HUKAKOT0 KOHTPOJIS. Bce, 4To Mpou30iieT C
3TOTO MOMEHTA, Oy[eT IIPOUCXOAUTH 10 UX COOCTBeHHOM Boje. OHU CBOOOHEL.
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