TeMHast CTOpOHa OKYTHIBAET BCe, faxe 30eCh, B 9TOM IIPOCTPAHCTBe MeXKAy MUpaMu, HO JapT
Beiinep Gomnbine He 6ouTcst TeMHOM CTOPOHEL, KaK paHblle. HampoTuB, OH MPUHUMAET e€, BCe TIyOxe
IIOTPYyZKasiCh B ee COKPOBEHHEBIE TauHEl. Y ceiyac y Hero Ha yMe TOJIbKO OfHO 3afaHue. OH
CTPEMUTCS HaUTH c11ocob HalT! CBOIO MOrubIIyio KeHy [lagMme AMuUgany u BEpHYTh €e U3 MOTHUJIHL.
Bce, uTo OH menan, OBIO B HafexXpe CIIaCTU ee, CIIACTU UX ellle He PoAuBIIerocs pebeHKa, HO B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB BCe 0Ka3aJ0Ch HAallpaCHLIM, KOTa OH IIOTEePSJI KOHTPOJIb Hafl COOO0M.

Hukorma 6ombine, mokmsics oH. OH HaWgeT Ccriocod MPeomosieTh Naxke CMePTh M COXPAHUTh CBOUX
OIU3KUX, KaK OBl MaJio UX HU OLLIO.

[TyTe ero mosor u KoBapeH, HO OH NIPOAOJIXKAeT UATU BIeper, IIPeonosieBas KyTKUe BUNEHUS JaBHO
MUHYBIINX BpeMeH. OH yKe He TOT cja0bii 4enoBek, KakuM Ovll Korga-To. HeT. OH MOTYIIECTBEHEH,
BO3MOXKHO, la’ke MOT'yIIeCTBEHHEe CBOET0 X035IMHA, XOTS ero KOCTIOM XKU3Heo0eCcleueHus,
o0afarouuil YOUBUTEIbHEIM CPOICTBOM K MOJIHUSM, He II03BOJISIET €My IyMaTh O IpefaTeIbCTBe
Cupryca, KOTOpoe 03Hayaso OBl CTOJIKHOBEHUE JIULIOM K JIUITY.

Korpa on gBuxetcs, Cusia BHe3aIlHO [TOITAJIKUBAET €ro, OTAaBas elle OgHy U3 6e33ByUYHBIX KOMaH,
K KOTOPHIM OH TaK NPUBHIK IPUCIIYIIUBATHCS Ha IPOTSIXKEHUU BCel CBOeU XU3HU. OCTaHOBUCE.
[TocmoTpu. OH OBUHYETCS, OCTaHABIMBASICH HAa CBOEM IIyTH, YTOOLI COCPEOTOYUTLCS Ha CLEHE,
pasbIrpeIBaoleics B CTOpoHe. OHa KaXkeTcs 4eTue, spye, ocsg3aeMee, YeM BCe Te, YTO OH BUEI [0
3TOro MOMEHTa. JTO ClieHa u3 MopTuca, ¥ 0OH BUAUT, KaK CKailyokep pa3roBapuBaeT ¢ CHIHOM B
MeCTe, KOTOPOe, KaK eMy KaXXeTCs, OH [IOJIKEH 3HaTh, HO He MOXKeT BCIIOMHUTE. [J0JIKHO OBITh, 3TO
13-3a npobesia B ero BOCIIOMUHAHUAX, BO3HUKIIETO B pe3yibTaTe BMellaTenbcTBa OTia.

WUpute. [llenot Cubl IOYTH HACTOSITENIEH, IIOYTH YMOJIATOII. TBI MOXKEIIb YTO-TO U3MEHMUTh.

Beiinep komne06eTcs, pa3pbiBasiCh MeXKIYy TeM, UTOOBI TPOJOJIKUTE IIyTh, KOTOPEIM OH CJIe[OBaJI O
CUX IIOp, ¥ nocienoBath npu3siBy Cussl. [louemy? OH Ha MrHOBeHMe 3amyMeiBaeTcs. [louemy Cuma
[OJIKHA TOBOPUTH eMy 00 9TOM UMeHHO ceiidyac? Heyxkenu oHa fyMaeT, YTO €C/IU OaTh eMy IaHC
BMeIIaThCS B IIPOIIIOE, TO 3TO He IPUBeHEeT K KaTacTpopuuecKuM mociencTsuaM? ByneT mu uMeTh
3HayeHue TO, YTO OH cpaesaeT, ecnu OTell BCe paBHO COTpeT naMaTh CKayokepa? Kak OH MOXeT
OBITH YBEPEH, UTO He II0TIaJl BO BpEMEHHYIO IIEeTIII0, 4YTO Ha MopTuCe ¢ HUM He pa3roBapuBaia 6onee
cTapast BEpCUs ero caMoro?

U ecTh U pa3HUlla B €T0 AeUCTBUSIX? Belilep He U3 TeX, KTO CTOPOHUTCS TeHEeH, TPoCcTo 005ICh TOTO,
YTO OHH MOTYT COfepXkaTh. BOT OH, Ha mopore mo0ensl Hafl CMEPTHIO, ¥ HUYTO €T0 He OCTAaHOBUT. M
BCe XKe... He TIOMellaeT JIU eMy IPOBEPUTh, CMOXKET JIM OH U3MEHUTh APYTYI0 PeabHOCTh, IIPOCTO
II0XKeJaB 3TOro?

9Ta BO3MOXKHOCTH CJIMIIKOM MaHSIIast, YTOOB OT Hee 0TKA3bIBAThCS, II09TOMY OH ITOBOPAYUBAETCS U
[leNlaeT IIar Blepe[, IPOTATUBas PyKy K n300paxeHuto nepern co0oi. BHe3amHo ero CI0BHO
3acachlBaeT B HETO, ¥ OH mafaeT. OH MpU3eMIIsIeTCs, BCTAeT Ha OIHO KOJIEHO U OornsigbiBaeTcs. OH Ha
MopTuce, a CrH B 3TO BpeMs pa3roBapuBaeT co CKallyOKepPOM, KOTOPHIi, T0X0XKe, OB CIUIIKOM
BCTPEBOXKEH MPUCYTCTBHEM EQuHOro, 4ToOb 3aMETUTH CTOSIIEr0 psamoM Beligepa.



"C MeHs XBaTUT TBOUX (OKyCOB!" pemuTenbHO 3asaBgeT CKailyokep, CBepKas Ila3aMu.

"0, HO TeOe IOHPABUTCS BOT 3TO, oOelralo", - mpoMypikikan ChH, TIOBOPAYUBAsICh U MeMIJIEHHO
o0xoxs CkalyoKepa, HaCTOPOXKEHHBIH B3TJISI KOTOPOTo He MeHseTcs. "UTo, ecnu s moKaxy Tebe

Oynymee?"

"Het!" sspocTHO BOCKIUL@aeT Bengep, Aefad Lar Blepeq, HO yXKe CIUIIKOM M030HO0. Mmaammn
M3IaeT CTOH, XBaTasiCh 3a TOJI0BY, Korma CHIH C CUJIoM TpoOUBaeT ero MeHTaIbHBIE ITUTEI, TPOHOCSCh
B I'OJIOBE THICSTYaMM 00Pa30B, CPEOU KOTOPHIX BHIIESIOTCS TOIBKO CaMble BaxkHbie. OH He TIOMHHUT,
4yTOOBI TaKOE CIIy4asioch, HO B TO XK€ BpeMs 3TO HaXOOUT OTKJIMK B €T0 CO3HAHHUU.

"Hert! Het! ITpekpatute!" CKallyokep KpUUUT, TIIETHO MBITAsICh BLIOPOCUTH ChIHA U3 TOJIOBEL,
IIOCKOJIBKY BUOUT Oymyllee, BUOUT, KEM OH CTaHET.

Beiimep oOHapyXKKUBAeT, YTO €My ITOYUTH KaJIKO ero. OH MOMHUT, KaKUM OH OBITI paHbIle, U 3HAHUE,
KOTOPBIM OH ob6JafaeT ceiiyac, ciioMumno Osl ero Mojonoro. Heyxemnu Bce Tak u 6b1710? ITO TO, UTO OH
BH[EN, TO, 4T0 CHIH CHeNa C HUM, YTOOH 3aCTaBUTh €T0 IPUHSATh TeMHYI0 CTOPOHY?

"Tlo3Hait cebs!" I'onoc CriHa OTHaeTCs 9X0M, U Beliiepy KaxKeTcsI, UTO B €ro pa3yM ToXe
BTOPraroTcs: OTronocKu CKarWyoKepa BIUAIOT Ha HETO rOpa3fo CujbHee, 4YeM Ha KOro-To Apyroro. B
9TOM €CTb CMBICJI, Beb OHM - OIMH M TOT 2Ke YeJIoBeK. "3Hal, KeM Thl cTaHelb!" O0naka TeMHOM
CTOPOHBI CTYIIAIOTCS U KITyOATCS BOKPYT HUX, 3aKphiBas CKalyoKepa OT TOCTOPOHHUX T'Jas.

9TO TONMBKO pPa33amopuBaeT Beiimepa. Eciu ObI 9TOT0 HE CIYYMIIOCH, OH OBl HUKOTHA He 60sIcs
TeMHO# CTOPOHBI TaK, Kak 6outcs. OH OBl HUKOTTA He 00SJICS, YTO OOHAXKIBE MOXKET COPBATHCS
oOpaTHO, He 3Has, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO ero BEIOPATh ee B IEPBYI0 oYepenb. XyKe TOr0, OH YYBCTBOBAJ, YTO
HUKOTTIa He CMOXKEeT HUKOMY paccka3aTh 00 3ToM. He GbIT0 HUKOTO, KTO MOT OBl IIOMOYb €My IIOHSTH,
YTO MIPOHUIOIITIO, UITH XOTS ObI TOMOYH IIPOHTH Yepe3 3TO, YTOOBI OH CMOT OBJIafIeTh CBOMMH
CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH.

Betinep unet Brepen, HO He K CBoeMy Kojinere, a K ChiHy. Tsxkenno, 601k OTOaeTCs 9X0M, CJIOBHO €ro
coOCTBeHHas, XOTS OH He B CUJIaX ITOHATh, YTO NpefcTaBiseT coboi Ckaltyokep. Knsauych Cumoii,
€CJIY 3[eCh HEeT HUKOTO, KTO 3amuTui 661 CKaliyokepa, IyCTh faxke u3 OyayIero, TO 3TO CHelaeT OH.

“ThI BEIMAEID U3 €70 TOJIOBH", - PEIUUT Bengep, moaBsasach pAaoM ¢ CEIHOM, M THEB HaKaThIBAeT Ha
HEero, Kak Oy[TO OH OCSI3a€M.

CBIH JIHIITE CMOTPUT Ha HETO ¥ cMeeTcs. "M KTo 3Ke MeHs chesaeT?" - HaCMEIIUTHBO CIIPAIlXBaeT OH.

[MTo3agu Hero CKallyoKep BCKPHKHMBAET, U BUIEHUS HCYE3al0T. Belnepy He HyXKHO CMOTPETh, YTOOH!
TIOHSIT, YTO OH CTOUT Ha KOJIEHSX, HE B CHUJIAX CTOSITh OT Mmepen36bTKa HHGOPMAIUK, BLIBATMBILIEHCS
Ha Hero. YTo OBl MPOU301IIII0, 3aJaeTCsI OH BOIIPOCOM, ecniu Obr OTell He cTep ero pasym? YUTo GBI
Obl mo-mpyromy? Ho Bce 2Ke OH 3HAET, YTO 9TO OBITIO MPaBUIIbHOE pelreHre. CKaiyoKep ellle CIUIIKOM
MOJI0fI, YTOOBI 0CO3HATh BCIO 'PAHAMO3HOCTh CBOEro Oymymiero. Beiimep e KUBET 9TUM; OH



CTaJIKUBA€TCs C 3TUM Ka}KJIBIfI OeHb C MOMEHTa CBoero IlageHus.

ChIH TTepeBOMUT B3TTISAM ¢ Hero Ha Ckalyokepa, u Beliiep moBopaurBaeTcs, 06paiasich K MaJlbuuKy C
noMoIbi0 Cunel. OHU - OOWH U TOT K€ YeJIOBEK, ¥ OH YyBCTBYET, KaK CBSI3b MEXAY HUMU HaXOOUT
OTKJIUK B €ro fgyiie. Bo3MoxkHO, 0H omubacs, BeIb OH He BEPUT, YTO CBS3b TAKOW CUJIBI MOXKET
pa3opBaThcs, ecnu 00a yenoBeka He yMpPYT. "CKaityokep, - IendeT oH, He 3a0biBasi 0 ChiHE,
KOTOPHIN, 663 COMHEHHS, IIBITAETCS BCE TOACITYIIATh.

"fl 6ynmy menaTh Takue yxKacCHbIE Belln", - memnyeT CKallyoOKep, ONMyCTUB I'OJIOBY Ha PYKH U He
[IONHMMas I'71a3 HU Ha OOHOT0 U3 HUX.

"Ia, - cornamaeTtcs CHIH, - HO 3TO He 0053aTeIbHO NOJIXKHO OHITH TakK. BEIOOP BCe paBHO OCTaeTCs 3a
To00#". OH CXKMMaeT B pPyKax CBETOBOI Me4 u OpocaeT Ha Beiiepa Kocol B3risg. OH JOMXKEH 3HATH,
KTO TakKol Belifep, maxe eciiy He 3HaeT, I0YeMy OH 3[IeCh ¥ KaK 0Ka3aJICsl B 9TOM MeCTe B IIPOIIJIOM.

"Ckanyokep, IOCMOTPY Ha MeHA", - BJaCTHO WKNUT Berpgep. OH 3HaeT U, BO3MOXKHO, faxe
HEHABUIUT, YTO €r0 MBICJIEHHBIH I'OJI0C 3BYYHT TaK JKe, KaK U Y OCTAJIbHBEIX, HO ¥ HET0 HeT BrIOopa.
CBIH MOXKET CIIBIIIATh IPOU3HECEHHEIE CJI0BA, HO 3TO HEYTO COBEPILIEHHO WHOE. ITO GoJblle, YeM
TeJlenaTus. ITO HEYTO ropa3fo Oosee riayOoKoe.

MepnneHHO TOMHSB rooBy, CKallyokep CMOTPUT Ha HETO, ¥ CTPafjaHue IPUTYIIISET 00bIYHO STPKUI
cuHMY IBeT ero ria3. OH He BHTISOUT IOTPSICEHHBIM, YBUAEB Belinepa, u Belifepy BrepBuie
CTQHOBUTCS JIIOOOIBITHO, YTO K€ OH YBU[eJl. BIloiHe BO3MOXKHO, 3TO ObIIM COOBITHS, KOTOPHIX CaM
Beiizep emge He nepexurn. "[lodemy TH 3gech? Kak TH 34ech oKa3ancsa?"

[Touemy-To Belimep He oxXupasn 3TOro Bompoca. A cienoBasno Obl. 2ZKyTKyI0 TUIIMHY BOKPYT Hapyllaliu
TOJIbKO JIaBa ¥ pecnupartop Belinepa. "4 coBepiian co6CcTBeHHOE MyTeniecTBre B Hepipax Cunbl. OHO
XOTeJI0, YTOOR!I 1 IIPHUILIeNT CIofa, U S pulien".
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