B nmycToTe KocMoca UMIIEPCKUYM 3BE3OHbIN Pa3pyIIUTEIb J00pacs 00 MaCCUBHOI'O CEPOTO IIapa,
TIOKPHITOT'0 TPAHIIESIMHM ¥ METANIMYECKUMH IJTACTUHAMM, C OOJIBIION KPYTTIOH BEIEMKOM B BepXHEH
YacCTHU. ITO 0Ka3aJioCh IleYaJbHO U3BECTHOE cynepopyxue Umnepuu - 3se3na CMepTH.

[TpucyTCTByIOIIKE B 3aJie TIOYYBCTBOBAJIU POXKH 110 TI03BOHOYHUKY IIPU BUE YYHOBUIIA, CO3TAHHOTO
Wmnepuent, 3Has, 4TO 3Ta IITyKa CIOCOOHA YHUUTOXKUTE JTIO0YIO TIIaHETY.

"BoT 4TO, BO3MOXKHO, CKPHIBAJIU CEIlepaTUCTHL BCe 3TO BpeMs. Temneps 0H B pykax Umnepuun", -
Cepbe3HBIM TOHOM 3asBUI MacTep KyH, risifgd Ha TyHOIOmO0OHYI0 KOCMUYECKYI0 CTaHIIHIO.

"Kak BBl JyMaeTe, CTOUT JIK HaM OTJIOKHUTh BCe MPEACTOSIINE KaMIIaHUK, YTOOB! Y3HATh, YTO
IPOU30HAET B HanekoM Oymymem?" - cipocun Caecu TuuH.

Meiic BricKa3ai cBou coobpaxenus. "Ecnu Cumna xo4eT, 4T0OB MBI B30€eraiy 3TOr0 HaJlBUTA0Ierocs
OynyIuero, TO s TOJIOCYIO 3a TO, YTOOHL MHEI 9TO chesianu. Bo3M0oXHO, MH ellle claceM U [IKefaeB, U
Pecny6nuky oT cuTx0B. Y, BO3MOXKHO, Y3HaeM, I'ie MBI OLIUOINCE".

BHyTpH Hero B 0XxpaHsIeMOM 3aJjie 3aceflaHul CUAesia rpylna MyK4YuH. BobIMMHCTBO U3 HUX OBUIH
CTaphIMU U CEeObIMU, @ HECKOIBKO IPYTUX - Ha HECKOJIBKO JIeT MOJIOXKe. Bce OHM ObLIM SIBHO
BOEHHBIMU, U MeXKIy HUMU pa3ropesach KapKas OUCKYCCHUS.

"Tloka 9Ta 60eBasi CTaHLUS He 3apaboTaeT B MOJTHYIO CUITy, MBI YSI3BUMBI". 3asIBUJI KOMMaHAED
Kaccuo Tarre. "AnbsiHC IOBCTaHIEB CIUIIKOM XOPOIIO OCHaIleH. OHU oIlacHee, 4eM Bl iyMaeTe".

OpmuH M3 ero KoJler YIbIOHYIICS, BUOUMO, Halds ero 0eCcroKouCcTBO 3a0aBHEIM. "OmacHHI [JIs BallIero
3Be3mHOro (Ghota, KoMauaup. Ho He mis aToi 6oeBol cTtaniuu". Komanaup MOTTH CaMOIOBOJIEHO
CKa3all.

"Ero BEICOKOMepUeE I0pPoro eMy obouaeTcs", - HAXMYPUBIIKCh, CKa3ana MacTep JIlyMuHapa.

"TInnoT, KOTOPOMY eBa UCIIOJTHUIIOCH IeCSATh JIET, B OOUHOUYKY cOui Kopabnb Toprosoit ®efepaluu.
Bce MoxeT cnyuuthes”, - nobasun O6u-BaHn, 3actaBuB [lagMe 1 OHaKWHA YIALIOHYTHCS IIPU 3TOM
BOCIIOMUHaHUU. Ho, 04eBUIHO, ONUH 3HAKOMEIHM 0GuIlep IPUBJIEK BHUMaHMe ObIBIIETO AXKenas.

"TlocToliTe, MUHYTOYKY. Pa3Be 3T0 He agMupan FOmapen?" - Acoka yKa3aja Ha KOMaHAupa B 0eiom
MYyHAMPE, CUEBIIET0 B KPYTy UMIIEPCKUX oduniepos. OH CUIIBHO ITOCTapesl 10 CPaBHEHUIO C
HACTOSIIIINM.

OHakuH OB IOTPSICEH, YBUOEB Ha T'OJIOBU30pE CBOETO agMupasa, ¥, HECOMHEHHO, 3TO ObII OH.
"Knanycs Cumnon, ato ou!"

"3HauuT, OH peman PecnyOnuky...", - pa304YapoBaHHO 3aKJIIOYKIT MeFiC.



"9TOro He MoXkeT OBITh!" - 3ampoTecTOBan DHAKUH, KOTOPHIU CITyKUJ U CpaXKkajcs BMeCTe C HUM,
CKOJIbKO cebs noMHUT. "OH mobuin Pecny6nuky 6ombiie coOCTBeHHOM ku3HU. OH He pa3 moKa3hblBall
aro!"

BMelnancs O6u-BaH. "OHakuH, noMHU. OT0 Oyayiuiee. Ecnu Ml y3HaeM, YTO IPOU3OIIIO0, YTOOH!
Vimnepus npuimina K BIacTH, MBIl CMOXeM IIOMellaTh eMy CITyKUTb MMiepun".

OHaKWH KVWBHYII B 3HAK IIOBUHOBEHUSA U BEPHYIICA Ha CBOE€ MECTO.

Tarre BOOXHYJ, IBITA’ACh COEPKATh CBOM MBI, "BoccTaHue OymeT IPOAOJKATh IOJIy4aTh NOAAEPXKKY
B UMmnepckoMm CeHarte, noka..."

"Umnepckuii CeHat 0osbilie He OyOeT Hac BOJIHOBATh", - pa3gajcs rojoc Yunxadda TapkuHa, 3a
KOTOPBIM ciepmoBarn [lapT Beupgep.

"TapkuH...", - mpopbidan dHakuH. OH HUKOTa He JOBEPSJI eMy JIMYHO, a Befib OH ObII cCpeiu TeX, KTO
nIpejfcenaTeIbCTBOBAN Ha Cyle Hafl ACOKOM, U UMeHHO eMy 0OJIbIlle BCeTr0 XOTeI0Ch HaKa3aTh ACOKY
3a IpecTyIlJIeHrue, KOTOPOTo OHa HUKOTra He CoBepIaa.

"9TOT npenaTensb...", - HEIHEIIHNe YyBCTBa Melica K DOHaKUHY B3aUMHEL.

"Apmupan FOnapes - 3T0 He0XuUOaHHO, HO TapKuH - COBEPIIEHHO HEOKUIaHHO", - BEICKa3aJscs Pekc,
He [0Bepssl 9TOMY 4eJloBeKy nocie ¢uacko B Llutagenu u cyna Hag ACOKOM.

"ECNu OH IIOCTIEIIUT IPUCOEAUHUTELCS K MOOEXKIEHHBIM, S C 9TUM COTJIAIlyCh", - IOAAepKal ero
[MMaak Tu.

TapkuH 3aHsAI MECTO Ha €QUHCTBEHHOM CBOOOIHOM MECTE 3a CTOJIOM. "4 TOJIBKO YTO MOJTyUuI
cool1enue 0 ToM, 4To MiMnepaTop oKoH4YaTenbHO pacnyctun CeHar. [Tocnennue octatku Ctapoi
PecnyOnuku OBISTM YHUYTOXKEHH".

Bce Obuty OmeIOMIIEHH, YCBIIIAB 3T0. Kak mKemau MOTJIM He CIIPABUTHLCS CO CBOEH POJIbIO
3aIUTHUKOB MUPa U CIIpaBefIuBOCTH? YTOOL TOHSATH IPaBAY, UM IIPUOETCS IIOCMOTPETH ellle He pas.

"9T10 HeBo3MoOxkHO!" Tarre c HemoBepueM cka3an: "Kak ke MiMnepaTop Oy#eT moagepKuBaTh
KOHTPOJIb 0e3 6opokpaTtuu?"

"PeruoHasbHble TYOEePHATOPH! TETIEPh UMEIOT MPSIMOM KOHTPOJIb Hafl CBOUMHU TeppuTopusiMu”. OH
00BSICHUI, TTIAAS Ha KakAoro 1o odepenu: "CTpax OymeT mepKaTh MECTHBIE CUCTEMEI B y3ze. CTpax
mepen 3Tou 00eBOU CcTaHIIHen".

"Toprosass ®egepanus U cenapaTUCTH MHOTO pa3 feJiajiv TO XKe caMmoe. Y Kak UM 3TO ymaBajioch?" -



BO3MYTHUIICA JHaKuH BBEICOKOMEDPHUIO TapKI/IHa.

"A 4t0 HacyeT Boccranua?" cupocun Tarre. "Eciy mOBCTaHIBI IOJIYYUIIM IIOJIHYI0 TEXHUYECKYIO
nH(popMalrio 06 3TOM CTAHIMY, BO3MOXKHO - XOTSI U MaJIOBEPOSITHO - YTO OHU HaMAyT cinaboe MeCTO U
BOCIIO/IB3YIOTCSA UM".

"TIaTesIbHO IIPOLYMaHo", - ToXBaImI odpurepa Hopa.

TapKI/IH OTHECCS K €0 OIlaCeHHUAM CEepPhEe3HEE, HEM upyroﬂ O(bnuep, UJy, 110 KpaﬁHeﬁ Mepe, TakK
II0Ka3asock. K c4acThio {1 HETO, BefIJIep BMeEIIAJICA.

"IImaHbl, 0 KOTOPHIX BBl TOBOPUTE, CKOPO BEPHYTCA B HALLK PYKHU", - 3aBEPUJI OH UX.

"JIto0asi aTaka IMOBCTAHIIEB Ha 9Ty CTAHIMIO OymeT 6eCII0Ie3HEIM KEeCTOM, He3aBHCUMO OT TOTO,
KaKne TeXHUYeCKHe MaHHble OHM Moayunnu!" ckazam MOTTH, IOTePsIB TEPIEHHNE 0T 6€CCMBICIIEHHOTO
pasroBopa 0 HEBO3MOXKHOM CIieHapuu. "Temnepsb 9Ta CTAHIIKUSA - BEICIIASA CHUIa BO BcenenHou. 4
IIpefarao uCI0Ib30BaTh ee".

"He CIUIIKOM rOPOUATECH 3TUM TEXHOIOTUYECKUM y2KacoM, KOTOPBIM BH co3fanu". cKa3all Beupep,
TIOBEPHYBILKCH JIUIIOM K 4esioBeKy. "CIocoOHOCTh YVHUUYTOKHUTD MJITAHETY HUYTOXKHA 110 CPABHEHHUIO C
MoryiuecTsoM Cusr".

"W uyTo xKe?" - ¢ moOOnLITCTBOM cripocun Kane6.

"BrioyiHe BO3MOXKHO", - 0TBETHII Moma IafiaBaHy.

"f gurtan, 4to B cBoe BpeMs [apT Huxunyc GykKBaabHO IMOXKUPAI KU3Hb [IJIaHET C TOMOIIbI0 Cumnsl", -
3agBui Ku-Anu MyH[U, 3aCTaBUB OCTAJILHEIX YIEHOB IPYIIIEI HAXMYPUTLCA U3-3a TOT'0, YTO OH
3aroBOPUJI O OpeBHUX cuTxax. Acoka u Kaneb coogporHynIuch Npy MBICTIU O TOM, YTO ONUH YeJI0BEK
OykBasbHO 00J1alaeT TaKOU CHJIOM.

"He nbITaiiTeCch HamyraTh HAaC CBOUMH KOJIHOBCKUMU IITY4YKaMHu, JT0pA Beiipep". MOTTH ¢ yCMeIKOU
IIOCMOTPeJI Ha Hero. "TBos yHbINIasi IPefaHHOCTh 3TOM OpPeBHE peNTuruu He IoMoriia Tebe
HAKOJIIOBATh YKPafieHHbIe KaCCETHl C JaHHLIMU WM HaOeuTh TeOs SCHOBUIEHNEM, JOCTaTOYHBIM
ISt TOTO, YTOOBI HAaMTH CKPHITEINA (POPT IIOBCTAHIIEB..." - OH BHE3AITHO IIpepBajicsa ¥ Havdall
3agbeIxaThCsA. Beliep CTOS PAXOM C HUM, ITONHSB PYKY ¥ CXKKMMas BO3OYX OOJIBIINM U ABYMS
[IePBEIMU TIaJIbI[AMU.

"4r1o Takoe?" - cupocuia ACoka, HEMHOTO UCIIYTraBIINCh II0Ka3aHHOU UM CHUJIHL.

OH HakKJIOHUJICA K HeMY. "4 Hax0xXKy TBOe HeBepre TPEBOXKHEIM".



"B Hem cunbHa TeMHas CTOPOHA", - CEPhE3HBIM TOHOM CKa3all PIOJIa.

"XBatut!" TapkuH npuka3sai: "Beigep, ocBobomgu ero!"

"Kak noxemnaete". Korga oH yxomui, MoTTH yImasn Ha CTOJ ¥ 3a[bIXaics, ero Telo XXKagHo BOUpaso B
ce0s ra3, IoaNePKUBAIOIINHN KU3Hb.

"Jlopp Beiimep cOOOIIUT HaM MECTOTIOJI0KEHNE KPEIIOCTH IIOBCTaHIIeB K TOMY BpeMeHHU, KoTfia 3Ta
CTaHIMS HayHeT paboTath. Torma Ml COKpYIIUM BoccTaHue OMHUM CTPEMUTEIHHBEIM yaapoM".

"TIpuHIIECCA C HUMH, S MOTY OIacaThCs TOJIBKO XYMIIero aJis Hee", - 00eCIIOKOEHHO cKa3ana [Tagme.

BynbTe yBepeHHl, ceHaTop AMupnana. OHa cuibHA", - 3aBepui ee JOHaKWH. BHYyTpeHHE OH OIIyIIa
CBSI3b MEXY CO00¥ ¥ MIPUHIIECCOH B I[EJIOM.

Bepnysmuch Ha Tatyus, O0u-BaH, JIiok u gpoupbl YBUAEIU He UTO MHOE, KaK KpoBaBylo O60iHI0. Tena
CyILIeCTB, Hamenmux Apty u Tpunuo, 651 pa3dpocaHs Mo 3eMyie, 060KKEHHON U ITOKPHITON
IIpaMaMu. 3eMJII0 YCeUBalld KpaTepHl ¥ BasIUCh KyCKu MeTanma. JItok u O6u-Ban xomunu cpenu
TeJl, IBITasACh ONPEeNeNUuTh MPUUNHY, a TPUNNO0 U APTY JepKalkuCh B CTOPOHE.

"TToxoxe, 910 Ilecuantiii Hapon". JItok cka3am: "CMOTpH, 30eCh eCTh nanku raddu, cruegsl 6aHTEHL.
[TpocTo 5 HUKOTa paHbllle HE CIIHIIIAJ, YTOOB OHU ITOIaaIyd BO YTO-TO HACTOIBKO Oombiroe". OH
BOTKHYJI MTaJIKy, KOTOPYIO IepkKall B PyKax, B 3eMIIIO.

"OHu He nonanu". bex ckasan: "Ho MBI IOMKHBL OBIJTM AYMaTh, YTO 3TO TaK. ITU NOPOXKKH UAYT
psnmoM. [TecuaHblil Hapof BCerfa IepeaBUraeTcs o OMHOMY, YTOOB! CKPHITH CBOIO YMCJIEHHOCTS".

"OT0 Te XKe [OXKaBachl, KOTOPHIe Ipojanu HaM Apty u Tpunuo". cka3san JIoK.

BeH B3sJ1 €ro 3a Iy1e4o U yKa3aJsl Ha [TeCYaHylo I'yCeHully. "A 3T B3PEIBHEIE YCTPOKCTBA CIIUIIKOM
TOYHBI [IJ11 [IeCYaHbIX JTI0fel. TOIbKO UMIIepPCKHUe LITYPMOBUKY TaK TOUHBL".

"Ho 3aueM HMIIEPCKUM BoiicKaM yOuBaTh [IkKaBaca?" JIroK mocMoTpes Ha Tpuanuo u APTY, CTOSBIIUX
PSOOM C ero CIUAePOM, U BCe [eTall Hadyalll CKJIaAblBaThCA B equHOe Lesoe. "Ecnyu oHU OTClenunu
UX 3[1eCh, TO, BO3MOXKHO, Y3Ha/Ii, KOMY Te UX IIPOJasid, ¥ 3TO IpuBeJio O6bl ux 00paTHO... JoMon". JIIoK
YCTPEMUIICS K CBOEMY CHUOEPY, Ipexkae yeM beH ycriesa 0CTaHOBUTH €ro.

"Tlogoxpmu, JItok! 9To cnuikoM onacHo!" - mpexgynpenun ero beH, korga JII0K 3anphIrHy/I BHYTPh U
B3JIeTEJl Ha IIOJTHOM XOfY.

"YT0-TO IOIIJIO HE TakK...", - KOHCTaTUpoBana [Tagme, 6eCroKOsICh 3a CeMbi0 JIapCcoB.



JITOK MUancs Haf HYCTBIHGIZ, CTpeMACh K TOMY. On IIPUTOPMO3UJI, KOT'Ja OHa l'IpI/I6J'II/ISI/IJ'IaCB K TOMYy,
My HETO CBeJIO 2KUBOT, KOI'Ta OH YBHUIEJI MOTHUMAIOIIUICS HU3HYTPHU OBIM.

"Oangsa Oyan! Tera Bepy!" - mo3Ban OH, 0TYasHHO HaflesCh, YTO OHU ellle KUBHL. OH 3amMoIiyaj, yBUAEB
y BXOfia 00yTJIeHHbIe TPYIIH - My2KCKOU U XeHCKUH. [1o Ieke cKaTUIach clie3a, KOrga Ha Hero
HaXJIbIHYJIa peanbHOCTh. OH OBIT OOUH B 9TOM MUpe. ETo eIMHCTBEHHAs CeMbs JlexKalla Iepen HUM
MepTBas, ero AoM jexan B pyrHax. OH CMOTpPeJ BHU3 U BfaJb, IBITasICh CAepXKaTh Cle3sl. Bckope
rope IEepPelIo B THEB, U, KOT{la OH ITOIHSJI I'0JIOBY, IoTy0Oble Tla3a HAOJHUIIACh SPOCTHOU
PEIIIMOCTEIO.

Bce ¢ yxacoM cMOTpeid Ha HeCYACTHYIO CynOb0y, MOCTUTIIYI0 ceMbio JItoka. OH maxe He 3HA/I HU
OHaKWHA, HU €T0 MaTepH, a TEIePhb Y HET0 OTHSIIM CEMBIO.

"Hac yuunu OBITH CONIaTaMu, a He yOuiilaMu", - mpobopMoTa PeKc cepbe3HBIM TOHOM, TS Ha TO,
BO YTO OHU IIPEBPATUIIUCE.

"9T0 He TBOA BMHA, Pekc. MEI UX 0CcTaHOBUM", - 3aBepuJl ero JHakKuH. OH HEOCO3HAHHO CXKaJl KyJlakK.
XOTsI OH BCTPeYaJiCsi C HUMU BCET0 OUH Pa3, OH ObIT 00513aH UM TEM, YTO OHU OCBOOOIUIIM €r0 MaTh
13 pabCcTBa, ¥ TEM, YTO OHU BHIpACTUNHK JIt0Ka, KOTHa OH ¥ [TagMe He MOTJIH OBITh C HUM.

Teneps oH x0Ten, 4ToOH MMIepus 3amiaTuia 3a TO, YTO OHU CHeJIally.

BOBBpaHIaHCB K CBOEMY CIIMAEPY, OH 3HAJI, YTO €MY OeJiaTh JaJIbIIe.

Tpoiika uctpebureneit TIE mponeTena 1o MapupyTy HaTPyIUpPOBaHus Bo3je 3Be3abl CMepTH, Korma
Ta 3aBUCJIa B KOCMOce. BHyTpH ITapa 0XpaHHUKOB I0BeJia Belinepa 1mo KOpuagopy C ABepsiMu 1o obe
CTOPOHBI OT HUX: 9T0 ObLIT Kapuep. OouH 13 0XpaHHUKOB OTKPHII IBEPSH, ITO0Ka3aB JIeto, CUOAIIYIO B
nanbHEM KOHIle KaMepHl. Belifiep mmar#y1 BHYTPb.

"A Temepb, Ballle BLICOYECTBO, MBI 0OCYIMM MECTOIIOJIOKEeHME Balllell CKPHITOM 6a3kl moBcTaHIeB". OH
OTOLIIEJI B CTOPOHY, KOTa B KaMepy BOIIlZla YepHas IjaBatolas chepa. B Hell Haxoguace Uria,
HaloOJIHEHHAs [IPO3pavHoN KUAKOCTHIO, U Jles oTIIaTHyNnach, IOHAB, UTO €€ XKAeT.

K cuacTrio, OBEDE 3aKPEINIach, 1 B KaMEPY BOINIEJI OXPaHHUK.

Bce HaxMypHuIIKCh, YCbIIIaB, 9YTo TeMHbIH JIopy mpefioXuil o0CyOuTh ¢ IPUHIIECCOU BOIIpoC 0 Oa3ze.
He cTouT 1 roBOpuUTh, YTO DHAKWH BO3HEHABUE €T0 ellle OOJIbIIE.
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