Bcmeck sHepruu, MpopBaBIIKiics Yyepes muThl OKKITIOMEHINHN, MTHOBEHHO pa30ynun ['appu, u oH
BCKOYUJI C KPOBATH, MPOJieJiaB IMOJIOBUHY ITyTH K OKHY, IPEeXIe YeM OKOHYATEIbHO MPUIIEN B ce0sl.
OH BBHITJISIHYJT HapyXKy, HO €70 BCTPETHUIIO JINIIL YUCTOE HOUHOEe He0Oo U TUXas yJIulla.

Takoe WHOTMIA CITy4YasoCh: BHE3AIIHEIM BCIIJIECK YET0-TO, OMPEeNeieHHO CBI3aHHOTO CO CMEPTHIO,
HacTuras ['appu B caMble CITydaiiHble MOMEHTHI. B mepBHIif pas, Koraa 9TO CIYYUIOCh, OH IPOCHYIICS
B IIaHUKE, caM He 3Has moueMy. Yac cmycTs ['appu y3HaI U3 MarTI0BCKOM ra3eThl, YTO B30PBAJICS
ra30IMpOoBO, YHECS C cCOO0H Tpu KBapTasa ¥ COTHU MarriioB. OH 0OHAPYKHUJ, YTO 9Ta HOBOCTH, XOTS
OH U He 3HAJl 0 Hel, He CTaJa [JIs Hero HeoXUOaHHOCThI0. C roJaMu OH HaY4YHUIICS OTTOPazKUBATHCS
OT BCETO0 3TOT0, ITIOHKMAs, YTO HUYEro He MOXKeT CHesIaTh, YTOOR OCTAHOBUTH 9TO; UTO OIIYIIEeHHUS,
KOTOPEIE OH TI0/Iy4as, OblTH He IpeaynpexkaeHusIMY, a POCTO AyIIaMy YMEPIIUX, KOTOPHX CMepTh
mepernpabsiia B 3arpobHuIi mup. OueBunHo, CMepTh OblNIa 00513aHa YBEOJOMUTH CBOET'0 X03s1MHa U 00
3TOM.

B HacTosiIee BpeMsi, TOKa OH OepxKaj CBoM IUTh OKKITIOMEHIWY Ha BEICOTe, [appu YyBCTBOBAI
TOJIKO OYEHb-0YeHb IIJIOXHE CITydau, KOTOPHIX, K CYACThIO, OBIJIO 0YeHb U 0YeHb Majio. Ho Huuero
10g00HOT0 OH He YyBCTBOBAJI yKe HaBHO. Bo-TepBhHIX, 0OLIYHOTO y2Kaca, OXBaTHBILETO €T0, He OBIIIO.
C gpyTro# CTOPOHBHI, TO, YTO €ro Pa3byauso, He OBIJIO IOX0XKe Ha CMEPTh.

B3moxHYyB, OH ITOBEPHYJICS IUIIOM K IPOTUBOIOJIOKHONW CTOPOHE KOMHATHL ¥ TUXO 103Baj: "CMepTh?
Ha napy cnos, noxanyucra".

Muoro net Ha3ap ['appu cny4daiiHO BeI3Basl CMepPTh, U Y HETO UyTh He CIIy4YHUJICS CePAeYHbIN IPUCTYII,
KOT[ja OHa IT0SIBUJIaCch B TOCTUHOM Y3cCTa NPsIMO Ha ria3ax y [ouHu U [IKenHu. K c4acThio, HUKTO
Oonbille HEe MOT ee BUETh, eCcu ['appu He pa3pelnas, KaK BeJIUKOOYIIHO 3aMeTia CmepTs, U ['appu
y3HaJl, YTO MOXKET BHI3LIBATH €€ B JII000€ BpPeMsI [0 CBOEMY KeJIaHUIO.

"Tr1 3Bas, x03guH?" CMepTh IOSBUJIACH HA APYTOM KOHIIe KOMHATHI, C KOCOU B PyKe U B KOU-TO BEKHU
HaxMypuB I'yOul. ['appu Bcerfa MHCTUHKTHBHO 3Hasl, 4To Y CMepTH HET HYU 10/1a, HA HOPMEI, YTO,
BEPOSITHO, 0OBSICHSIIIO, ITIOYEeMY OH HUKOTa He MOT [IaTh ee (pU3NYeCcKoe OmucaHue, CKOJIbKO Obl pa3
OH ee HU BUAE.

"Uro npoucxonut? Yto MeHs pa3bynuno?"

CMepTh He CIellnsia TOBOPUTh, BEIpaXkKeHue ee JTila IOMpavHesio. "31ech HaXOOUTCS HEUTO, YeMy He
MecTo. YTO UMEeHHO - HesiCHO. Ho OH He IpHUHAMAJIeXKUT MHE U TI0eT MO0 MeCHI0. & x04y, 4TOOH ero He
OLLIO, XO3AUH".

Xotst 'appu HUKOrIa He pa3roBapuBaj co CMepThIo, eCIM He MOT IIOMOYb, OH ITPUBHIK K 3a0aBHOM
MaHepe ee peyw, HalloJIOBUHY pru(MOBaHHOM, HAIOJIOBUHY HET, X OBICTPO pa300pajl CMBICI, KOTOPBIH
OHa mepepaBasa. "Tak, 4To-To MelraeT Tebe paboTaTh. ITO BoIeOHUK? 1 MMeI0 B BUY, YTO 3TO,
CKOpee BCero, He MarTil, BepHo? Ecnu TONbKO OHM He pUayMalu CIiocod 06MaHyTh CMEPTh UITH YTO-
TO IogoOHOEe".

Ho CMmepTs mokayana romoBou. "OH Marri ¥ B TO Ke BpeMs He Marrii. OH IpHUIles Ciofa C ITOMOIIbI0



CUJIBL ¥ MBEICTTH. ET0 IIpaBJIEeHHE HAa4aJIOCh, M €T0 IeJIb sICHA; €CJIN €ro He OCTAHOBUTHL, KOHEI 6mu30K".

"Marr, Ho He Marra?" moBTopun ['appu, He oOpalllas BHUMAHUS Ha y2Kac, KOTOPHIN MIPHUIIETT C
okoH4aHUeM peuu CMmepTu. "Kak Takoe BO3MOKHO? TH uMeellb B BUy CKBubGa?"

CMepr II0Kayasia rojI0BOM U 3aMolyana.

"He ckBu6", - mpobopmotan 'appu. "KTo-To 663 Maruu, HO u He coBceM Marri. Kak... Kak
WHOIIJIAHETSHUH UJTU YTO-TO B 9TOM pope?" OH morapascs o0 9TOM C IOJycMeXoM, IToka CMepTh He
KWBHYJIA.

"WuonnaneTsHuH?" cimabo crpocui oH. "IIpaBma?"

CMepThb CHOBa KUBHYI. "Acrappell. Mos BlMacTh HaJ HUMM He TaKasl, KaK HaJl TeEMHU, KTO 3[eCh, KaK 5
yTBEpXKAaaw".

lappu B3goxHyn. 3aMedaTenbHO. Hy, eciu ecTh Marus U Cyneprepou, TO U MHOIJIaHETSHE He Tak yXK
OaJleKHu OT 3TOM UOeHu.

"Tak, 3HAUUT, TOT, KTO CyMeJI Ciofja I1omacTh, 3abpaJsi I0JIOBUHY IyLIN KaKOT0-TO YeJIoBeKa, ¥ 3TO
MeHSs pa30ymaumno”, - ckadan ['appu. "3aueM emy 3a0upaTh MOJIOBUHY AYIIN KOT0-TO?"

“IyiIa - 9TO Cuja, Aylla BO UMS BCEro CyIlero", - ckasasna eMy CMepTh. "Eciiu ee CKJIIOHUTD K CBOEU
BOJIE, OHA He IIOKaXKeT HUYero, KpoMme ImpaBOel".

"Yro 310 3HAUUT?" cupocun 'appu, OKOHYATENIbHO paCcTePSABIINUCE. "TH MMeellb B BUAY, YTO OH
yIpaBiseT JOObMY, 3aBlafieBast I0JI0BUHOU UX AyuI?"

CMmepts KuBHYyJNA. "W UCTUHHASA NIpaBha pacKpheiBaeTcs".

"UctunHas npaspa?" ['appu B3moxuyn. "Hudero nogo6Horo". OH Hanpsrcs. "Eciau TONBKO... HET
HUYEero APYToro, 4YTo MOrjo Obl IOBIUATH Ha 9Ty UCTUHY. Hanmpumep, sMoIuu 1 CBOOOIHbLIE MBICIIH.
TeI 9TO UMeellb B BUAY?"

CwMmepTh cHOBa KuBHYNA, ¥ ['appu QripkHy1. "[loueMy Thl He MOXKeIIb TPOCTO CKa3aTh 3T0? [lonaraio,
IIPaBUTEJILCTBO 3TUM 3aHUMaeTCsA?"

Ha atot pa3 CMepTh He oTBeTHIa, ¥ ['appu co B30XOM OTMaxHyJCcs OT Hee. Eciiu Bonpoc He Kacacs
ero Hampsamyo, CMepTh 3TO He 0cob6eHHO BoiHOBas0. OHa He MorJjia NpefcKa3kBaTh Oyayllee 1 He
OblTa IMNUOHOM, KoToporo ['appu Mor O ocnaTh 3a HHGOPMaLKel.



Ho 6ecrnioko#CcTBO, CKPYTHBIIIEE €T0 XKENYHOK, He TIOKUAAJO0, U CIIEAYIOIIKe JeCsITh MUHYT OH ITPOBEJI,
mepexofst U3 KOMHATH B KOMHATY, 0€CIIOKOWHEIN M HAMPSKeHHbH. HakoHeI 0H HoCTasl CBOM
MOOHUTIBbHEIN U HaOpan HoMep, KOTopkhlit CTapk BBeJ B ero TejaedoH BoceMb MecsIieB Ha3an. OH 3Hall,
yTo y CTapKa €CTh CBSI3H B IIPABUTEILCTBE; BO3MOXKHO, OH UTO-TO 3HaeT. Ho OH ellle HY pa3y He
3BOHUJI MUJITHAPAEPY, HU pa3y; CTapk cpa3y ke MOHSJ Obl, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK. B XKMBOTE CHOBa
3a0ypnuio, ¥ Ha MrHOBeHHE ['appu MoAyMar, 4YTo ero MOXKeT TOUTHUTh. OH celas HeCKOJIbKO
rIy0OKUX BOOXOB, ITOJTHOCTHIO 3a/IeHCTBOBA ITUTH OKKITIOMEHIIMH, YTOOR OTTOPOOUTLCS OT
YXY[ILIAIOIIerocss CaMO4YyBCTBUS, U HaOpaJsl HOMeD.

Ha ynusnenue, CTapk B35 TPyOKY TOJIBKO II0CJIE TPEX 3BOHKOB, T'0JIOC OBLT ellle COHHBIM, HO
YOUBUTEILHO YETKUM [IJIS IBYX YaCOB HOYH.

"T'appu? Yto ciy4yunocs?"

appy Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMeIIKancs, He 3Has, 4TO CKa3aTh. "f... 1 U3BUHSAIOCH, YTO ITIO3BOHUI TaK
IIO30HO".

"He 6ecmnokoricst 00 aToM. f He mpoTuB. B ueM geno?"

'appu CHOBa IMMOCMOTPETT B OKHO, KaK OyTO 3TO MOTJIO KaK-TO IIOACKAa3aTh MY, UTO ITPOUCXOIHT.
"THI... T UMEIO B BUAY, Thl 3HAEIb, HE MTPOUCXOOUT JIX YeTro-HuOyOb cTpaHHoro?" Kpome Toro, 4to s
[I03BOHMII Tebe Tak MMO03OHO, - MBEICJIEHHO J00aBHUII OH.

"HeT, HAaCKOJIBKO S 3HA0. A JOIXKeH ju a?"

'appu CrioTHYT, KOTHa OYepefHOU BCIIJIECK S3HEPTUH yAapui II0 ero co3Hanuio. KTo-to roe-to
3abuparn Oy, Kak OyaTo 9TO BHIXOOUIIO U3 MOAHL. "HeT, KOHeYHO, HET, HO... KakK THl fiyMaelllb, Thl
Mor Obl HABECTH CIIPABKU B IIPaBUTENbCTBE? 1 3HAI0, YTO y Te0ST €CTh HECKOIBKO KOHTAKTOB C..."

Cnosa I'appu 3amMepiu B Topjie, KOTHa ero 3axJIeCTHyJa BojiHA 9Hepruu. TenedoH BHICKOIB3HYIT Y
HETo U3 PYK, U OH yIiaj] Ha KOJIeHH, 3afbixasich. KTo OBl 3TO HU OBLJI, OH TOJIBKO UTO 3aBlafiel
TI0JIOBUHOM O4Y€Hb CUJIbHOU Aymu. Kakas-To 4acTh ero AyIIu 3aKpuyaia: 3To ObIO HEIPaBUIIBHO, 3TO
0110 T710X0. KTO-TO TaM 3apazas gyIIu.

"T'appu? I'appu! Yto cnyuunocs? Hy ke, oTBeTs MHe! UepT BO3bMH, 5 cernyac npueny, HepXuch
Kpemue!"

"Her, Het", - 'appu CHOBA B3sJ1 TPYOKY, KOTla TOUTHOTBOPHOE YYBCTBO 0CIA0/I0 OO TepmuMoro. "4 B
TIOPSIOKE; IIPOCTO... HEMHOT'0 XKeJTyJJOYHoro rpumma. He BomHy#Hcs 06 aToM".

"He Bpu MHe; 5 BUfen Te0s TOIBKO BYepa, U TOrAa T OB B IIOJIHOM nopsiake! A mpumy".

"Hert", - cka3an 'appu, Ha 9TOT pa3 Oosee pemuTenbHo. "Crayinal, s B mopsake. IIpocTo... s gymaro,



Tebe CTOUT OCTAThCS y Teﬂed)OHa WU TIO3BOHUTDH KOMY—HI/I6YI[I>. A cmam, a IIPOCHYJICA C KaKHUM-TO...
HEeXOPOIINM YYBCTBOM. qa ImogyMmaiia, 4TO 9YTO-TO MOXKET OBITH HE Tak, BOT 4 Bce".

"V MeHs ¢ co00ii MOOUIIBbHEIH, 51 IO3BOHIO KOE-KOMY, HO, [yMalo, MHE BCE PABHO CTOUT IIPUUTH".

"Co MHOIi IeCTBUTENIBHO BCe B opsaake, Ctapk", - 3aBepus 'appu, u eMy OelUCTBUTENBHO CTajlo0
nerye. [Toxoxe, acrapgraHKa Ha BpeMs OCTaHOBHUJIacCh. "ECIM Tl MOSBUILILCS 3[ECH, S BHIIBLIPHY
Te0s Ha ynuiy", - OH Cchesal 1may3y, a 3aTeM pe3Ko cKa3zaj: "Eciu Tkl MOSBUIIBCS 30ECh, S BHIIIBEIPHY
Te0s Ha ynuiy".

Crapk ¢ripkHys. "IIpuHSATO K CBefeHuIo0. Toraa s mo3BoHI0 Tebe yTpoM".

[ToBecus TpyOKy, ["'appu npucnoHumics 100M K OKOHHOMY CTeKJTy ¥ IpUIIypuscs Ha He6o. YTo-To
IOJKHO OBLIO IPOU30UTH, YTO-TO OOJIBIIIOE, ¥ OH DOSJICS, YTO €T0 BTIHYT B KOHQIUKT, KOTOPHIHA BOT-
BOT pa3pas3uTCs [0 BCEMY MUDY.
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