Ipyroit 6eper

Cepaiie Kaxk[oro MOANPHITHYI0, KOTOa OHU IIOCMOTPEIH B HallpaBJIeHUH ero masbiia. Ha KpoBaBo-
KPaCHOM MMOBEPXHOCTH OKeaHa, Ka3aJIoCh, YTO-TO IIJIBIIO Ha PACCTOSTHUM.

«JlaBaliTe MOCMOTPUM», CKa3zajl CuMaHb Hellyu ¢ M000IBITCTBOM.
JlogKka IOAIIbIa O/IuxKe.

Korga onu HpI/IGHI/IBI/IHI/ICb, BCe ACHO YBHUIOEJIH, 9TO IJIaBAIOIINY B OKeaHe OBLT HAIIOJIOBUHY TPYIIOM
YeJI0OBeKa.

Ocranach TOJIBKO HUXKHSS IIOJIOBUHA eTo Tena. KpoBaBo-KpacHasi Bofa pa3Mblila OfleXay, 1
ISITHUCTHIE MEIHBIE OCIeXH MOKPHIBAIM BaxKHbIe 001acTu. Ho Oosibiile BCETO UX MOTPSICIIO TO, YTO
9Ta IOJIOBWHA Tejla, KoTopas Oblyla HalleHa BIKUTABIIEHCS B KPOBbL BOMIOM, eIlle He IIpopxkKaBesa, a
KOXKa ¥ TIOPHI OBIIIM XOPOIIIO BUIHHI...

«ITocMOTpuUTE HA 3Ty HOTY...»
Crapuk B OpoHe BHE3aIlHO yKa3aJl Ha [IpaByi0 HOTY TpyIa.

He LIMHBI'Y TOCMOTPEJI Ha ITPaBYI0 HOTY, Y KOTOPOM TOJIBKO TPH Majblla. KaxeTcs, eMy He oTpyOuIu
IaIbIlbl, HO OH POJHUJICS C TPEMS IMajblaMHu.

«MoxeT ObITh, 9T0 Mo JIuHd3H?» Llunb Yxyuiryu, ol OblJ1 BHYTPEHHE IIOTPSICEH U HE MOT He
BBICKa3aThCHl.

Mo JIundau?
He LIVHETY ONEMInII.

Crapuk B OpoHE BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTPEJI TeJI0, IPeX/ie YeM BHIIYyCKas [ONTU B3[oX, « Mmagmuii
Opart mpasB, 9TO JEeUCTBUTENILHO OCTAHKU cTapIiiero Mo Jlundasus... 4 Bunen, Kak crapimii Mo
JInu®aH BoIIen B BOpOTa XpaMa nepen Hamu. OH o0afgaeT IOTPSICAOIIMM YPOBHEM pPa3BUTHs. CTO
JIeT Has3a[l OH yXke ObUI MacTepoM Ha cTafuu [0pbKoro Mops. Y Hero MHOTO JOCTUXKEHUY B KU3HY,
Kak... OH yMep 30echb? YTO CIy4dunoch?»

«OTKyga Thl €ro TaK XOPOIIO 3HAEllIb?» YAUBIIEHHO CIIPOCUIL e Hunery. «4T0, ecnu TH
oIInOaeIILCa?»

Crapuk Opocun Ha Hero B3rian. «f He Mory 3abnyxkpatbca. HekoTopoe BpeMs Ha3af 1 UMeN 4eCTh
BCTPETUTHLCSA CO CTapmiuM Mo, ctapmuid Mo poguics ¢ e opMUPOBaHHOM IIPaBOM HOTOM».

«Pa3Be HeT CIIyX0B BOKPYT TOTO, 4TO cTapmui MO JIuHr(sH Bomies B cTaguio ['OpbKOTO MOPS CTO JIeT
Ha3af 4, BO3MOXKHO, yKe NOCTUT YpoBHA Bo3necenus HeOec?» Lluub Yxkumu Tenepsb Ob1 Ooiee
Pa3roBOPYUB.

«3JTO0 He CIyX, OH NeWCTBUTEJILHO BOIIEJI B COCTOSIHME Bo3HeceHus Ha Hebeca» TBePHO CKa3al
CuMaHb Hemywn. «[IAThIECAT JIET Ha3af CTApHUK TOfOIIeN K IBEPH MOEro TOCIONHHA, U 5 BCTPETHII
ero. B To BpeMs OH yxKe HaxomuJIics Ha ypoBHe Bo3Hecenusi. OH oOnamaeT r1y60KOM CUIIO, HO TaKXKe
SIBJITETCS XOPOIIIMM 4YeJIOBEKOM, K COXKaJIeHuI0, OH yMep 3aech... CocTossuue Bo3Hecenus Hebec
M3BECTHO KaK COBEPIIEHHO IPYT0€e COCTOSIHUE U YPOBEHb. KaXeTcs, 4TO TONBKO JTI0OU BOCXOLSAIIETO
HebecHoro rocygapcTsa MOTYT IIPOTHBOCTOSITh Pa3pyIIUTEIbHOM cuie KpacHOro MOpsi KpOBU».



He LIuHBIY He MOT He 6POCHTH VAMBIEHHEIA B3TIsA Ha CuMaHS Hemyn.

«Jlaxe Bocxopnsinee HebecHoe COCTOsSTHIE YMEPIO 30€Ch...» JINII0 MEUYHNKA CPEOHUX JIeT OBII0
OKpallleHO OTYasSHUEM.

He LluHbry IPOTSAHYJ BECJIO W BHITALIUII IIOJIOBUHY TeJla M3 KPOBAaBO-KPACHOM BOMHL.
“YTo THI 3MECh [eaellb?» 3aKpudanl MEYHUK CPedHUX JIeT.

He LlyHbry moCcMOTPES Ha HETO U OTBEeTUN: «TaK KaK OH MOU CTapIlXi, S He MOT'Y IIO3BOJIUTh €0
TeJy opeidoBaTh U OBITh YHUKEHHEIM. KOHEeYHO, MHe IpueTcs 3abpaTth ero Teyo, YToOk
IIOXOPOHUTH>.

«Mmnapimuit 6paT mpaB, MBI OBl HEOPEXKHBI», T'JIa3a CTaprKa Mepiajay 071aromapHOCThI0, KOTMa OH
cMmotpern Ha He LiuHsry.

«KxXM, KTO 3Ha€eT, 4TO y HET0 Ha yMe», XOJIOMHO CKa3aJl MEYHUK CPENHUX JIeT. «MoKeT, OH
IPUCMATPUBAETCS N0 COKPOBHUIIA Ha Mo JIuHTreHrs. ITOT KyCOK MeHOM OPOHU, KOTOPHIY He
IIpop2KaBesl Jaxke B KpOBaBO-KPACHOM BOME, OJIZKEH OBITH IEHHBIM COKPOBUIIEM...»

«3amoyyu. J[IyMaellb, Bce Takue Xe Mpe3peHHble, KakK Th?» CUM9HbL Melyu BHe3amHo BCTall.
«CIIopuM, THI CKaXKeIIb elre XOTh CJIOBO?»

MeuHuK CpeqHux JieT HeMeJJIEHHO 1 00MXKEHHO 3aTKHYJICA.

We LluHbry He oOpalan Ha Hero BHUMaHuUsA. OH BRUIOBUII IIOJIOBUHY TPYIIa U 1MOCje HeOOIbIION
YUCTKU CIIPSTAJl €r0 B MEXKIIPOCTPAHCTBEHHOM MEIIKe C APYTUMHU TPYIaMHu.

«TaK KaK TeJo crapiero Mo IOSBHIIOCH 3[€Ch, 3TO TIOKA3bIBAET, YTO MBI IBUKEMCS B IIPABUIILHOM
HarpaBeHuu. HeT HUKaKoil OIMOKY, TIONH, KOTOPHIE BOILIY B BOPOTA CBATHIIAINA II€pe]] HaMH,
TOTZKHO BBITH, TaKXKe TIONUIX IIPSMO BIIEpes Ha JIOfKe, TOIbKO YTO IPOKU30LIe HeCYaCTHEIH
ciydaii...» Me 1IuHErY 3asBuI.

«3JTO BEepPHO», CTAap¥K B 6pOHe KUBHYJI. «Temeps, KOTAa Mbl IPUILIN CIOfla, Mbl JOJIKHBL IPUHATH 3TO.
Hert HuKakoro Beixofa. YTo OBl HU CIIy4YUJIOCH BIIEPENU, MBI JOJIKHEL YBUETH 3TOY.

['pymma nromed TpoBeia KOPOTKOe 06CyKOeHue, IPexkae YeM IMPOIOIKUTh.
9T0 GBIJIO IPOCTO, YTO CEPALE ¥ BCeX OBIIO TAXKETO.
[leHp ¥ HOUYB yXKe IIpOIIIa.

K cuacTslo, Bce JIIOY 3[1€Ch UMeH ITyO0KUH YPOBEHb KyIbTUBALNY, 06J1afany SKCTPAOpAUHAPHOH
CUJION ¥ He YyBCTBOBAJIU yCTaNOCTH. JIogky Muanuch 663 0CTAHOBKY [IJIST OTHHIXA.

B ato Bpemsi CuMasnb Helilyn, KOTOPBIN CTOSNT Ha HOCY, TTIsiAS BOKPYT, BOPYT BOCKIIUKHYII.
«Ax, Bepenu... 3T0 II0X0XKe... TaM YTO-TO eCTh», OH yKa3aJl Ha OTAaJIeHHOe MeCTO.
Bce Hanmpsrnuce.

CTapuK BCTaJ, 0CTOPOKHO OTJISEIICS, TPEeXkKie YeM BOPYT B3BOJTHOBAHHO 3aallJIONUPOBAIL. «ITO
npyrou Oeper, s BUXKY [PYTYI0O CTOPOHY Oepera, MBI Ha MecTe».



«Ha camom memne?»

«9TO HE MUpaX, IpaBga?»

[TouTu BCe JIOAM IPHITANX OT BO30YXKIEHUS.
He LIuHETY BCTA ¥ IIOCMOTPEI BIIEPE.

IelicTBUTENBHO, C71ab0, HO 3aMETHO, flajieKast MOPCKasi Bofa CTaHOBUIIAch 60jee MEIKOM, U TOPH
CTQHOBUJIMCh BUMIHHI, YCeSTHHBIE CNTAaObIMU OTTeHKaMU 3ejieHoro. Kazanoce, 4To Ha mpubpeKHON
3eMrie HAOIOOAETCS POCT PACTEHUH.

«BrICTpO, TPEbU Tyma, Xa-xa-xa...» CpegHUX JIeT MyKUMHa paccMescs, He B CHJIax ciepXkKaTh CBOe
BOJIHEHHE.

JIn1o KaXkmoro CBETUIIOCHh OT BOJTHEHUS, ¥ UX 9HTY3Ma3M OBIJT BO3POKIEH.
Onu pmocturnu Oepera.

Hacnenue JIyoco OblT IPSIMO TIEpE HUMH.

Ho B aT0 Bpems...

«Yept!» CTapuk BHe3allHO 3aKpuyall, yKa3elBas BHU3. «[I0T... Ipou3o1ia yTedyKa... YT0 37eCh
IIPOUCXOOUT?»

Bce IIOCMOTPEJIX BHU3 U HEMENJIEHHO, X TeJla HalIPATJIUCE.

BEI7I0 HEM3BECTHO, KOT{Ia, HO KPOBaBO-KPaCHas BOOa ITPOCOYUIIACh BHYTPb. Jlooka Onla YZXKe O4€eHb
MaJIEHBKOH, ¥ XOTS BOJEI OBLIJIO HE TaK MHOTO, HO C TOJIIIOH, IIBITAIOIECS n30exaTh KpOBaBOfI BOJEBI
OT OKPAIlIMBAHUSA UX TeJld, JIOOKd BHE3aITHO OKa3adJlaChb OYE€Hb nepenonHeHHoﬁ.

«['pebute, rpedbute!»
MeyHWK CpeJHUX JIeT 3aKpUyall B TaHUKE, YKa3kBas i IPOKIuHas Ha Me IIunbry.

B 3TOT MOMEHT paccTosiHuEe OT 6eperoBoi TMHUYU COCTABIISIJIO He MeHee NeCSITKOB KAJIOMETPOB. B
00BIYHOE BpeMsI, KaxK OBl MOT Iepecedb TaKOe PacCTOSHUE B MTHOBEHHE OKa, HO TeIepb UM He
xBaTasio FOaub Lu. [IpocTo monarasich Ha CUIy, OHM He MOTJIM IIPHITHYTh TaK MajeKo, KaK paHbIIe.
TeHb CMEpPTH 3aCTaBUIa BCEX HAMIPSIYLCS.

«Y4T0, 4epT BO3bMHU, Tl TOBOPHUIIIL...» CUM3Hb HMeryn 06XBaTuil CBOe KOIbe. JIUI0 eT0 CTano CypOBEIM
1 XOJIOTHBIM.

«Het-HerT... {1 ©Me10 B BUAY, CIEIIXTE IJILITH Ha JIOAKE, UK Bce OYIyT MEPTBE», CKa3al MeYHHUK
CpegHero BO3pacTa, CheXKUBIIHUCE.

HWe Llunpry mondan. OH packa4yuBaj BECJIO B3a[ ¥ BIEPEN, U B KOOPAUHALUY C GPOHUPOBAaHHBIM
CTapUKOM, JIOfKa, KaK CTpeJia, BEIIYIIeHHas U3 JIyKa, Opocunack K 6eperoBoi INHUY.

Ceparie Kaxmoro OBITIO B TOpIIE.

[TocTostHHO IIpOoCa4uBalIaCh IIPEeCHAA KPaCHas BOOA.



«TakuMHU TeMIIaMH, IPeX[ie YeM MBI JOCTUTHEM APyroro 0epera, Mbl IIOTPY3UMCS B BOIy ¥ OymeM
YOUTEHL...» MEYHUK CPEIHUX JIeT MP0oOOPMOTa MPo ce0si, ero NUI0 CTajI0 TIemeTbHbBIM.

JItomu Ha 6OPTY BCTanu U co6paarch BMECTE.
HuxkTO 6OJIbIIIe HE MOT CTOSITE.
Mopckasi Bofa IIpoIoiiKalia IPoCavynuBaThLCS.

«HeT, Hallla 107jKa CITUIIIKOM TsKenasd... CIUIIKOM TsKenasi, Hago MpUAyMaTh Crioco0...» 3aKpuyain
MEYHUK CPEeIHUX JIeT.

«Torma uto? [ToueMy GObl Tebe He CIIPHITHYTL BHU3 U He 00JIer4uTh Bec Toaku?» Cumanb Hemryu
CKasall C XOJIOMHOM YIIEIOKOM.

Mey4HuK CpegHUX €T He OCMEJIUICS OTBETUTD, €0 ra3a IPOKAaTUINCh 110 KPYTy JII0fEN, U, HaKOHell,
ynanu Ha L{uap YXKullys, Korjaa cBupenas yiasi0Ka #30THyna ero ryoul. «Tel oguH, BepHO? Th
CJIALIKOM TSI2KEJIBIY, CIIPBITUBAU».

JIuno uHs Yxkuiiyu ObLJI0O CIIOKOMHO, OH CKMMaJl KPaCHBIH IIeJIK PYKOSITA CBOETO KJIMHKA TBEPHO U
CIIOKOMHO.

«YT0, TH X04elllh CpazXkaThCA?» (PHIPKHY YeJI0BEK C KPIOUKOBATHIM HOCOM. «3[eCh y BaC HET
cryTHUKa. [ToCyIIHO Ipeirai BHU3, U MBI CMOKeM OCTaBUTh Balll TPYII HETPOHYTHIM. MHaue g
pa30pBy Tebs B KJIOUbSI, M TH HE CMOXKEIb YMOJISITh O CMEPTH».

[unub!

MeyuHUK CpeJHUX JIET CXKaJl CBOU Med U yrpozxKarole MMOAoLIeN K HEMY.

HWUmeHHO TOTAA...

«KTO rOBOPUT, YTO y HETO HET CIIyTHUKOB, MBI BMECTEY.

BricTpo rpebyuiuit Ha JIoaKe He [IvHBI'Y BHE3AIIHO OTKPHUI POT ¥ CIIOKOWHO CKa3all.

«THI...» MeuHuK CPpemHUX JIET BBITIIAOEI ITIOPAaKEHHEIM Ha MI'HOBEHHKE, d 3aTEM BHE3AIITHO
HaXMYPHIICSA.

OpnuHLIHM KPIOYOK 3apblyai: «MasIbllll, eqUHCTBeHHAs MPUYKHA, 110 KOTOPOH BH MoXkKeTe 0e30macHo
OCTaBaThCs Ha 3TOM JIOOKe, - 3TO CUia Apyrux. He BMemrBalicsa Tak aKTUBHO, OyIb OBOJIEH TEM, YTO
y Te6sI eCThb».

Bo Bpewms rpe6nu Ha nonke He IIHLTY yIBIGHYIICS XOIOTHOMN YIBIOKOM. DTO TO, YTO S XOTEJ CKa3aTh
BaM ABOUM. MuI ¢ OpaTtom CUMEHEM, TakK e KaK U C TOM IPEeKPacHOH JIeix, MOXKEeM CMeTaTh Bac
[IBOWX, OTOPOCHI, II0 IIENTYKY MajbiieB. MBI II03BOJIUM BaM CUAETH 3[ECh BCIO JOPOTY, BBl HOJIXKHEI OBITH
IOBOJIbHEL. EC/M BB HEJOBOJILHEL U JyMaeTe, YTO JIOIKA YTOHET, BBl MOXKETe CIIPHITHYTh
CaMOCTOSITEJILHO».

«TBL... KaK Thl AyMaeTe, KTO THL....» 3aKpHAYall MEUHUK CPETHUX JIET.
CumaHb Melyn HepUBETIMBO YCMEXHYIICS, KacasiCh CBOETO Meya.

B cepenune nagouu Cyn Cso L3108 TOABUIIOCH TEMHOE IIJTaMS.



MeuHuK CpeqHuXx JieT MTHOBEHHO 3aMOJI4all.

«CyMacIeqimuii, Bce cymacIiefiue...» Opes ¢ KpIOYKOBATHIM HOCOM ITPOBOPYA CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE
3yOHI.

Lluap YXKUIIyy yCTaBUIICS Ha MTHOBEHUE, TOTOM CTpaHHO rmocMoTpen Ha He Lluaery. OH He oxupgar,
YTO OH ITIOMOXKET eMy, HO OH BCe ellle KUBHYII U fajl PyKOIoXaTHe, Kak OyATO TOBOpS, 4TO OH OymeT
IIOMHHUTD 3Ty yCIIYTYy.

[Toka OHM TOBOPHUIIH, YPOBEHb KPOBABO-KPACHOM MOPCKO¥M BOMKI, KOTOpAst IIPOCAa4YMBaach B JIOMKY,
ObL1T y2Ke TTTy0O0K, KaK JITafoHb UX PYK.

«HeT, 9Ta mogKa He BBIOEPKUT...» Pa309apOBAHHO CKa3aJl CTapuK. «Bce, BH camu 1o cebe, ymayu
BaM!»

B 9TOT MOMEHT paccTosiHue 0T 6epera coctassiio 6oyee 2000 MeTpPOB.
Kaxk TONbKO OH 3aKOHYHUII CBOU CJIOBa, OH BCKOYHJI, TIEPENIPHITHYB Yepe3 KPOBAaBO-KpacHOEe MOpe.
Tornma 3acThiia B IIOKE.

B cnepytomuit MOMEHT, KOTZia CTapUK cobupascs ynacTh B BOAY, OH BHE3AIIHO YAapPUI KPOBaBYIO BOTY
BECJIOM B PYKe, UCIIOJB3YS CHUIy, YTOObI CHOBA MOAIPHITHYTh U MPLITHYTh HA PACCTOSIHUE TIOYTH B
COTHIO METPOB...

‘{epe3 HECKOJIBKO Pa3 OH MEePEIPBITHYII 4YePe3 ThICAYU METPOB.

«[la, Becra He 6OSTCS BOOEI KPOBH, MBI MOKeM [T03aUMCTBOBATh €€ CHUITY...JTa CcTapas WITyKa
CTUIITIKOM XUTPas... XUTPBIN CTapHIil JTUC, y Hero obpoe cTapoe MU0, HO Ha CaMOM [iefie, yKe
CITAaHUPOBAJI 3TO, EMY YHAlI0Ch yOeKaTh CAMOMY...»

CuM3Hb I/IGH.IYI/I CMOTPEIJI C IIMPOKO OTKPBITBIMHU I'JIa3dMH.
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