[Tpomén Mecsll, Kak s cxonun ¢ Mun MuH B nec. C Tex mop, MBI KaXAyi0 HEOEel0 XOOUIA Ha 0XOTY.
EcTecTBeHHO, C KPOJIMKOB MaJji0 SHEPTHH, BCE Ke OHU B CAaMOM HM3Y CPely AYXOBHHIX 3Bepei. f maxe
He yBepeH, uTo ux L1 XBaTUT Jaxe IS mepBoi cTymenu. OgHAKO, Kak OBl TO HU OBIJIO, 9HEPTUS €CTh
aHeprus. [103TOMy I0Ce gBafLaTé KPOJIUKOB U HECKOJIBKUX ITallMEHTOB, S CTajl 4yBCTBOBAaTh, KaK
IPOXKUT CTEHa BTOPOU cTyneHu. KoHeYHO, 51 BIIOJTHE 0CO3HABAJI, YTO MOXKHO OBIJIO IIPOPBATHCS TPU
HeMenu Ha3afd. beliu BO3MOXKHOCTH...

B MemuIIMHCKOE KPHIIO HOCTaBUIIU HMapHsi. EMy OyKBallbHO PAacKOJIOIH TOJIOBY, KaK CyXou opex. Bpome
Obl, €T0 CUJIbHO MTHYJIM Ha apeHe, ¥ OH HaJIeTell rOJI0BOM Ha BHICTYI. KOCTH Yepemna pas3oIiIuch,
OTKPHIBasi BUJ Ha 01eIHO-PO30BYI0 CYOCTAHIINIO BHYTPYU — MO3T. Y 6efioiaru gaxe riia3 BhIal U3
TJIa3HUIIB, Jefast 3penuile 0onee yxacaoumuM. M Tak moIydunsioch, YTO MeHS MOIPOCUIIA IOMOYb.
Ho, 4épT BO3bMH, CTOMJIO TOJILKO YBUIETD MAlMEHTA, KaK Y MEHS 3aKPY2KUJIACh I'0JI0Ba ¥ HATrPsSHYJIa
TOIITHOTA. [109TOMY 5 TPOCTO (HU3UYECKHU HE CMOT B TOT HEHb IOOOUTH K HeMy. KoHeuHO, Kora
TOIITHOTA YIIIJIa ¥ BEPHYJIOCh MOE 3IpAaBOE MEIIIIEHHE, ST COXKAJIENI, YTO TaK TIYIIO JIULIUICS
BO3MOXKHOCTHU CTaTh CU/IbHEe. HO OHO [IeJI0 pa3MHBIIIIATh, HAaX0AsICh B CTOPOHE, a IPYT0e CTOSTh
niepeq UCKajledeHHEIM YeJI0BEKOM U T10JIh30BaThCS €I0 HEMOIIHOCTHIO B CBOE 6y1aro. 4 mpocto
MOpaJIbHO He TOTOB K TakuM BellaM. OCO6eHHO BUAS TO, KaK OH CTOHET OT O0JIM U IBITAaeTCS BEPHYTh
r71a3 Ha MECTO.

Ho Bcé XKe nmapeHbKa CIiaciy, OCTaBUB YPOAJIMBHIM IIIpaM Ha ronoBe. Ho yBepeH, 4To maxke 9TO
MOXKHO MCIIPaBUTh. KakK-HUKaK 3TO YAUBUTENbHBIM MUP, XOTh MECTAMU ¥ YPOJJIUBLIM C TOYKY 3PEHUS
MeHTanuTeTa. [J[ymMalio, Tapy THICSIY JIeT ¥ MUP CTaHET KOHGETKOM, YTO U CITy4YMIOCh C MOMM MHPOM.
HaBepHoe, COBpeMEeHHBIN MUD C MarndecKuM peann3mMoM OyneT MIMKapHBIM. X0TeJ Obl 51 3TO YBUOETh.
TonmbpKO pamgy OOHOTO UX OYAYIIEero CTOMT CTaTh 0ECCMEPTHHIM WIM HAUTH CIIOCO0 MPOKUTH HECKOJIBKO
TBICSY JIET.

— OX, — B3[OXHYII 1, TOCMOTPEeB Ha He60. MuH MuH Oblsla Ha ypoKax, a FOup Ye rae-To muisiics.
TonbKo g cUpen TPETUN Yac, TOTOBSICh K IIPOPHIBY.

['pébaHast MeguTalus, BOT OmsaTh cOuncs. Kak BoobIie MOKHO HE 0 YEM He OyMaTh, ¥ B TO K€ BpeMs
HAIIPaBISAThL SHePruio? HeT, 1 mpuMepHO MpeacTaBisio cede, Kak UMEHHO, OMHAKO 3TO CHEeJIaTh
HeB00Opa3uMo CJI0KHO. Befib Korga X04eTcsl CUJIBHO CIIaTh, TO B TAKOE BpeMsl Y MEHS ITPOCTO
OTJIMYHO BBIXOOUT MEOUTUPOBaTh. MHOIIAa MHe yaBajoCh faxe yCHYTh, He IIpepBaB MegUTaLUIO.
[TpaBma 9TO BHIXOAMJIO PEOKO, HO BCE XKe TaKoe CITydasnoch. M3-3a yero MuH MuH cuuTaeT MeHs
KaKNM-TO CKPBITEIM T€HMeM, KOTOPBIM COBEPIIEHCTBYETCS [axKe BO CHE.

A B00O1ITe Tak XOTEN0Ch 3a0UTh Ha 3TO OTPOMHBIH, XKUPHLIHM 6071T. OMHAKO, K COXKAJIEHUI0, METUTAIIUS
BaXKHBIM acIleKT B npakTuke L{u. Benp, ecnu Beputh 3mocy «beccMepTHeI MMiepaTop», KOTOPBII
MHe BCE K€ y[aJ0Ch IPOYUTaTh, TO KaXKAbIM 3Tall UHAWBUAYAIbHEINM. TO €CTh: IEPBHIM 3TAIl — 3TO
cTapus HakannuBaHus Lu; Bropou sTan Tpanchopmanuu Tena — ucmonb3oBaTh Ly Anis yKpenneHus
Tena. [ToHadanmy OBITI0 HEIIOHSITHO, KaK 3TO YKPEIUTh TeJo, Bedb Llu Tak Uiy uHade ero yKpemiserT, a
II0CJIe BHUMATE/IbHO BYUTABIINCE [TOHJI, YTO HY2KHO ITOJTHOCTBIO OTKA3aThCS OT €[bl ¥ BOALI, HayaB
OyKBa/IbHO OYHMILIATh CBOE TEJIO OT IMpUMece ¢ momobio Lu. B smoce MmnepaTopy nmotpeboBancs
IIeCThAECST OOUH OeHb, 4T00 MPOUTH 3TOT 3Tamn. OH yUIEN B MyCTHIHIO, I'me O He CMOT UCKYCHUTD
cebs. EcTecTBeHHO, ecTh U 60jiee TETKUM MyTh, HO, OYEBUIHO, MONTHM. Y cunTaeTcs, 4TO uneanbHOe
OuYHITIeHre, KOTOPOoe B 31oce mpo3BaHo HebecHBIM, OKpaIluBaeT KPOBb B 30JI0TOM IBET. DTO IIPOCTO
Tak, K cjoBy. Hy ¥ BTOpO} 3Tan cYuTaeTcs 3aBepIIEHHEIM, KOTIa HauMHaT MpobyKoaThCs
MepupuaHsl; TpeTuit sTan Ha3eiBaeTcs [Ipo0yxneHue MepunuaH, ¥ B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT OUUIIEHUS
MOTYT ©UMeHOBaThcs Kak [IpoOyxnenue HebecHbix Mepunuan. Ha aTom aTane Bcé 6ojiee umu MeHee
nOHSATHO. HykHO mpoOynuTh Bce MepuaraHel. X Bcero-to 4yeThpHaanaTh. OmHAKO, eCITH BEPUTh
OTISITh-TAKM 31ocy, MMmepaTop nmpobyaun aBafaTh ABa MepuauaHa. Mx mpo3sanu Bocemb UymecHbBIX
MepuaruaHoB. Y 4To-TO MoACKa3biBae€T MHE, YTO 30JI0Tasi KPOBh KaK-TO C 3TUM CBsi3aHa. Hy, Kak OBl TO



HU OBIJIO, 3TO BCE 310C, He (aKT, 4To B XKU3HU OyneT Tak. Bemb aTo MMnepaTop, ouTs Boros u tak
nanee. OH 10 OIpefieNIeHUI0 OOIKEH OT/IMYaThCS OT MPOCTHIX CMEPTHHIX; YeTBEPTHIM 3Tall
«TpaHchopmarus dopa». OTall CIOKHBIH, ITOCKOJIbKY Jaxe B armoce MMmepaTopy nmotpedoBanoch Tpu
roga. YucTo OJIsi CIipaBKY, Ha OCTAJIbHBIE 3TAllbl eMy I0Tpeb0Basioch 3HAUUTEILHO MEHBIIE BPEMEHH.
[TpencraBnsieT 4eTBEPTHIM 3Tal U3 ce0s 4TO-TO Harnomobue KaMHel B ITo4YKaX. TOJIBKO B Clly4ae
KyJIbTUBAIMM, 3T KaMHHU OOJIXKHEI 00pa30BLIBaThCA B [JaHbTAHE, & TPAKTUK JOJIXKEH MBITaThCS
VIIOPHO CIIUTH UX B SIIP0. ECM He MONy4YUTCs, TO OH HaBCermaa 3aKymopuT [IaHbTSIHb U YHUUTOXKUT
CBOIO Ky/IbTHBALKIO. U KaK 5 MOHS U3 TEKCTa, 9T KaMHU 00pa3yIoTCs B CIEOCTBUM YPE3BEIYANHOTO
WCIT0/Ih30BaHus ¥ B0300HOBIeHUs [{u. [Ipu 3TOM ecnu ymacTcs co3faTh SAPO, TO ero xap Oymer
pacTamuBaTh OCTaJbHEIE KaMHU, a Te XKe HaYHYT BhenaTh Llu. I'pybo roBopsi, HeKui
TepMOsiAepHBIN peakTop. I1aTeiil aTan — PackpeiTue [ToTeHIMana — 9To, KakK 10 MHe, CaMbIi
CKY4YHBIN 9Tan. HyKHO TPOCTO CUAETh B YeIUHEHUY, HIlla B ce0e KaKyl0-TO Mard4ecKy:o
crtoco0HOCTh. OTHICKAB €€, MMPAKTHUK He TOJILKO MOJIYYUT CBEPXCIIOCOOHOCTD, HO TakXke OymeT
crmoco0eH 4yBCTBOBATh CBOIO AyIry; [llecToi sTam Ha3eiBaeTcs Tpanchopmarms Oyumu. TyT s He
coBceM pa3obparncs. Ho KaxkeTcss Hy>KHO pa3BUTh KaK-TO CBOIO OYIITY, BMuBas B Heé 1lu u HaMepeHue.
ViMmepaTop Kak-To OBICTPO €€ IPOLIET, YYTh JIX He IEePENPHITHY 3TOT 3Tam. Ho 61aro moHITHO, 4TO
3aBepllleHneM JTalla ABNISeTCS OKpalluBaHue AyIu B 1BeT Llu: romy6oit — oOrruHas Lu, 3010TOM —
Heb6ecuas Llu; Cempmoii aTan Bo3Hecenue [ymmm. 9TO caMblii CTPAHHBIM U HETIOHSTHHIN OIS MEHS
aram, gmaxe Tpanchopmarus [Iymu Oolee UM MeHee MOXKHO IMOHSATh. OIUCAHO PO 9TO 3TAll OYEeHb
Maso: «Benukuit chiH HeGec 3aKphll T'J1a3a ¥ ero gyxX YCTPeMuscs B He6o, Tfie ero BCTPEeTU KEITHIH
OPaKOH U IIPHU3HAJI B HEM paBHOro». Bcé. Bombie Huyero Het. To i momep MmmepaTop, TO Jiu elné
4TO.

Ho, xak Ovl TO HU OBITIO, 9TO BCETO JIKIITL MOU NOTAfKH, KOTOPHIE 5 IIOHSIT U3 31moca. TeM 6oee 31oc,
3TO BCETO-HABCETO KpaTKu# mepeckas3 6uorpaduu. IToka s caMOIMYHO HE HOCTUTHY HAHHBIX 3TAIOB,
TO BCE PABHO He IMOMMYy MHOTHE BEIIH.

[ToaToMy-TO MemuTallMsg BaxHa. Befp HyKHO OyJeT IMOrpyzKaTbCsd BHYTPh ce0s1 1 KOHTPOIUpPoBaTh Llu
[JIS1 IPOXOXKEHUS 9TAIOB.

— M-ma, KaK ke 9TO CJI0KHO, — ITOKayvaJ 5 roJIoBoi. — IIpeacTaBisio, yepe3 HECKOIBKO THICSIY JIET Y
mofieit OyoeT MHTEPHET, ¥ OHU CMOTYT CIIOKOMHO pa3BUBaThCS, He JIoMasi ce0st TOIOBY. 3aBUAYIO UM.
YToOLl MHE HAWTU OTPeNeNIEHHYI0 HHPOPMALIUIO, HYKHO IPOYUTATh HECKOIBKO KHUT. Kak XKe MHe He
XBaTaeT HTepHeTa. 2KU3Hb cTasa Ol B Pa3kHl JIerye.

Emé pa3 B3MOXHYB, S IOCMOTPENT Ha CBOE KonkE. He To, YTO g MOy4yusn ot craporo yomonka [TuHa, a
CBOE — CHeJTaHHOe CBOMMM pyKamu. Ompeneni€HHO, OHO BO MHOTOM YCTYIIAJI0 HOPMAaJIbHEIM KOTIbSIM,
HO G1aromapsi eMy MHE YAaioch yOUTh ABaALlaTh KPOJIMKOB, U3 KOTOPHIX S HE TOJILKO CMOT IIOJTyYUTh
9HEPTHIO, HO U Pa3mo0blI HEMHOTO UM U efy. [locnenuue ObIH Kyna XKelaHHee U TOM caMoi
IPUYMHOM, TToueMy MuH MuH caMa fasa JHsS 0XOTHL. Begb CTOIBKO 61107 MOKHO ITPUTOTOBUTE U3
Msica KPOJIMKA, MPUIIPABUB Pa3HBIMU CIEUUSIMU. ECTeCTBEHHO, B 3TOM MUpe OOIBIINHCTBO U3 HUX
IIpefHa3HAvyaJIuCh [J1s1 4Yero YTOnHO, HO He AJiA efbl, KakK Obl CTPAaHHO 3TO He Npo3Bydasno. Vx maxe
[IJIS1 YePHUIT UCIOJIL3YIOT. [103TOMY MHE BEHITIAN LIAHC 09apPOBaTh JEBYIIKY, & TOYHEE €€ XKeTymoK. YK
HUKAKOY PUC He CPABHUTCS C TYILIEHBIM MSICOM, IPUTOTOBIIEHHOM B IJIMHSHOM TOpIIKe. XOTS HHOTHA
TTPUXOOUIIOCH UATH OJHOMY, IIOCKOJIBKY M3-3a Pa3HAIX CIIEIMaabHOCTEH, Y HAaC He COBIIAaloT OHU
YPOKOB.

Y ceromus s HaMepeBaJICs UATH Ha OXOTy OOUH. MHe 0CTaBaJ0Ch COBCEM HEMHOTO /ISl TPOPHIBA.
[ToaTOMY 51 HAMepeBaJIiCs BRUIOKUTHCS Ha IONHYI0 U YOUTh CETOMHS Ba KPOnuKa. [laxke MOCTaBUII
cebe 11e/1b He BO3BPAIATHCS B CEKTY, [I0KA He TPOPBYCE.

Yac cnycr4.



— Crtott TBaph! — 3aoparn 51, BUAS, KaK KPOJIUK HEIPHYI B HOPY.

[TosToMmy, HemoNro mymasi, 1 KUHYJI B HETO KOIIbe. Y BecbMa yIadHO, TOCKOJIbKY MHE YHaI0Ch
IIPDOH3UTBH €T0.

— IIpoctu, — ycrano npoOOpMOTAaI g, BBITaCKUBas KPOJKKa, KOTOPHIM MeJIKO mogparuBai. — 2Karb,
4To...

OmHako s He YCIIeN NOTOBOPUTD, KaK MeHs rmepebun pés. M 9To He KaKOMU-TO KPUK ajIKallla Mo
okHOM. HeT, 3T0 OBLI qUKWI PEB TONIOMHOTO 3BEPSI.

4 mocMoTpen Ha UCTOYHHUK 3BYKa M UyTh HE OKaMeHeJ OT cTpaxa. B Hebe yeTeNla orpoMHas ITHIIA,
Ha KPBIIbSIX KOTOPOU Mpoberany pa3psiabl 9eKTPruYecTBa. M TOTbKO KOT{la OHA CKPhIIAach 3a ropaMH,
s1 CMOT CIIOKOWHO BHITOXHYTb.

— Bor Tebe u Maruyeckuit MUpP, — HEPBHO YIBIOHYJICS 51, @ TIOCJIe TIOCMOTPEIT Ha y2Ke MEPTBOT0
Kponuka. — JIaiHO HY>KHO COCPENOTOUYUTHCS Ha OXOTe.

Y6paB KpoiuKa B MeIIOK, 51 HallpaBUJICS [asiblle. 3a Mecsl] 51 6oyiee UM MeHee IPUCIIOCOOUCS K
0X0Te Ha HuX. [109TOMy HEMHOTO IOHMMAJI IIOBaJIKU 3TUX KUBOTHHIX. PoraTele KPOJIMKY 3a4acTYI0
00UTAIOT Ha yTECaX UM BO3JIe TIOBaJIEHHBIX IepeBheB. TaKkKe OHU JII0OSIT MOX, T03TOMY HYXKHO OBLIO
MICKATh MECTO, I'le ero HeT. Beqb B 3TOM JieCy OH IIOBCIOAY, ¥ TOJIBKO BO3J1€ KPOJIMUbUX HOD €To HeT,
TI0 TOHSITHBIM MTPUYUHAM.

— XM, — HaXMypPHJICS S, TOYYBCTBOBAB APOXKb B 3eMJIe, a IOCJIe yCIIbIlIal, KakK U3 TOM CTOPOHH, Kyfa
yneTela ITHIIA, Pa3daauch 3BYKU TpoMa. A Befib Ha HebGe HU oOayka. Ho 4To 6oee HHTEPECHO,
BCKOpE 51 YBUMEJ, KaK KTO-TO CHJIbHO ITOJKHUHYJI TeJIO0 MTHUIIEL. — JTO He MOE JeJio.

EcTecTBEHHO, MHE XOTEJIOCh MOUTH mocMoTpeTh. Ho camoyOuiiniedt 51 He Obui. [laxke ecnu OB TaM
7IeKas TPYI TOM MTUILILI, TO OIIPefeeHHo Obut Obl 1 youia. Hy yx HeT. JIydlle TOBUTh METKUX
KPOJIMKOB, YeM KU3HbIO PUCKOBATh, KpPafisd KPYNHYIO nTully. Tem 6ojiee He 04€Hb-TO XOTEIOCh BUNETh
YyOOBHIIE, KOTOPOE CIIOCOOHO MOOKUHYTh MSITUMETPOBYIO IITUIY Ha IIapy KUJIOMETPOB. TeM Oojee
OHM 3a IpefefiaMu GopMalluy CeKThI, YTO 3HAYMIIO OTHO — XPEH MHE BHUOATh 3alllUTHI.

OpHako BUOMMO cerofHs cynbba Oblyia He Ha Moed cTopoHe. [I0CKOBKY faxe II0Clie CEMU YacOB
TI0KMCKa MHe 0OJIbllle He YAal0oCh HAUTH HU OMHOT'0 KPOJIMKa. BUOUMO pPEB CIYTHYN UX, ¥ cCeYac OHU
IpS4YyTCS B HOpPax, CKPEIBasCh OT MOHCTpA.

W noka 5 Ipo 3TO pa3MBIIUISJI, IIepeio MHOM BRICKOUMII KPOJIUK. Mbl 06a 3aCTHUIM, CMOTPS APYT Ha
IpyTa ollapalleHHbBIMY TJIa3aMH.

— 9M... Y Tebs uenoBeyecKasi pyKa B IacTH?
Kponuk Kak-To CTPAHHO B3TJIIHYJ Ha MeHs, a I10Cjie IOTHS JIally, SBHO FOTOBSICh y0exKaTh.

— Pa3Be KpOIUKH edsaT MsICO? — POTaThii 3BEPh OapPHUIl MEHS B3TIISAIOM, BCEM BHUIOM I'OBOPS «THI
Cepbe3HO0?» A mociie ycKakasl Bgaib. Ho mpu 3TOM oCTaBuUI OKPOBAaBIEHHYIO PYKY Ha TpaBe.

¢ maxke ocTaHABIWBATH €ro He cTajl. CIUINIKOM YK MeHs BIedaT/Iula 0TOpBaHHAsS pyka. UYTo
CTPaHHO, Be3[le TOBOPUJIOCE, YTO pOTraThie KPOIMKU TPABOSITHEIE.

— Jle#CTBUTEILHO, TIOUCTHHE CTPAHHBIM MHUP, — IIPOOOPMOTAI 5, 10 CUX IOp MpedkiBasi B IETKOM
cMaTeHUH. — M Kak MHe Telephb eCTh KPOJIbYaTUHY? IX, — S B3TOXHYJI, IIOKauuBas rojioBoi, — pyKa



OKPOBABJI€EHA, U KPOBb BRITJIAOUT cBexeil. Moxer roe-1o mo0Iu30CTH TPYII UITn paHeHHBIfI?

[TogbupaTh PyKy He cTaj. [laXKe [Jg IOTJIOMIEHNS OHa Oblyia He mpurogHa — Mano Lu. [ToaTomy
cpasy II0CclieioBall 110 Cefy KPOBU, OCTaBIeHHOU Ha TpaBe. KpoBb Oblsia BCE elle KUAKOU, U 3TO
HEMHOI'0 MEeHsI HepBUPOBaio. Beob HEU3BECTHO, UTO S YBUXKY NIPOUA 110 cieny. M To, 4To s TaM
yBUZEJI, MIOKUPOBAJIO MEH.
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