— l'oBoOpAT, paHbllle y uMIepaTtopa Ol 3aKOHHBIM HacIeOHUK, @ CeMbsl UMIIEPATPULILI Obl/Ia 0YEHb
BJIMSITENIBHOM, IO3TOMY 3TOT0 HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHOTO ChIHA He 3a0paiu BO ABOPEL], a JINIIL TalHO 0
HEM 3a00TUIHUCh, — MPOHIOIKas 0onTaTh 6aHAUT. — HO KaK TOTBKO HACTEOHBIN TPUHIT YMED,
nojsioxkeHue JIo YK3HbY pe3K0o U3MEHMIOCh... KoMy Kakoe meso ObTo 0 3Toro JIo YK3HbY paHbIle?

Uxao Yauxs ocTonbeHe.

Tak BoT moyeMy cekTa YeThIpex 3HaKOB U cekTa KpoBaBoro bora yauuToX)umm cemeio J1o? OHH
IIPeCeK/IM UMIIePaTOPCKYIO IMHUIO, U Telleph B CTpaHe HauYHETCS Xaoc.

Ho Bo3HMKaeT BOMPOC: KOTHa yMep HACJIeMHBIN IIPUHII, pa3Be UMIepaTop He Gpocusicst O 3a6upaTh
JIo Yxanby? [louemy OH ocTaBui ero B ceMbe JIo... Cyas 1o noBefgeHuo ceMbu JIo, OHU ¥ caMu He
3HaAJIM 0 CMEPTHU HacjaegHoro npuHia. MHave passe crai 0wl JIo YK3HbBY pa3BiieKaThCs C
IEepEeBEHCKOU IeBYIIKOM?

Wnu xe 3T0 IPOCTO CIIyXu, U ceMbs JIo mocTpagasna 3ps?

— Korpa ymep HacnemHbli IPUHL? — CIPOCUII OH OCTOPOXKHO. — [0 unu nocne cMmepTu Jlo UKsHBY?

— Bor coBmapmenue! — BOCKIMKHY OAHOUT. — B TOT XKe meHb, Korga Thl youn JIo YK3HbY, TOTBKO
OHEM, 3a HECKOJIBKO 4acoB fo 9Toro! Torga JIo YksHbY CTan eqUHCTBEHHBIM HaCllefHUKOM. [ToaTomy
TBOU yfap, KOMaHAUp YXKao... MOXKHO CKa3aTh, I0JI0KUJI Hadyajlo CMyTHEIM BpeMeHaM. Kak TyT He
IIPOCTIaBUTHC?

ka0 Yauxa riy0oKo B3IMOXHYIL.

Cyns 1mo BpeMeHH, KoTopoe cekTa KpoBaBoro Bora moTpaTuia Ha IyTeIlecTBue Ha 10T, OHU
TTaHUPOBaNu youTth JIo YK9HBY eIé 70 CMePTH HAaCIeqHOTo IPUHIA... ITO COBIafeHue? Unu xe
CMepPTh IPHHIIa OBIJIa YAaCThIO UX IJIaHa, ¥ OHU NEeHCTBOBAIM OMHOBPEMEHHO 110 IBYM HAIIPaBIEHUIM?

OH BCITOMHWII CJI0Ba T71aBHl TaH: «TH He 3HAEIb BCeH BaXXHOCTH 9TON CUTYALUH... THL... TOXKaJEEIh
00 3TOM».

Owa mpwuIia He 10 mpockbe T1aBk JIo ¥ He X[aana MogKperieHns. HUKaKoro mogKpenaeHus 1 He
or110. CKOpee Bcero, MUCHMO I'1aBwl JI0 ¢ TpockOO0i 0 TOMOIIK TaK ¥ He AOIIIO0 0 CTOIHIIEL.. Kak
TOJIBKO HaCJIeJHBIN IIPUHI] yMep, OHa Cpa3y Ke OTIIpaBuiach TalHo 3abupaTh JIo YK9HBY U
CIly4allHO CTONIKHYJIaCh C HUMHU.

[Tonyuyaetcs, cembs JIo mocTpapmana He 3psi. Bcé aTo npaBpa.

9TO {emno melCTBUTETBHO OBITI0 CePhE3HBIM. HacTOMbKO CephE3HEIM, UuTO YKao YaHXd MONTO MOTYal,
a TIOTOM BAPYT PacCMesIyCS.



— MecTomnoI0X€eHre: UMIEPAaTOPCKUI IBOPell, TPOH. BOT Takas CBs3b, Xa-xa-xa! Jla KOMy HyKHa 3Ta
CBsA3b, poknsiTas Cnemnas kapra! Ytob Tebs!

baugur:

Ykao Yauxa, yneibasch, IOXJIONAN €ro 110 IJIedy:

— 4 Bcé mous. Crmacu6o, O6part.

«OgHMM yoapoM Hadaj CMyTHHIe BpeMeHa. Pa3Be MOKHO HauaTh CMyTHBEIE BpeMeHa OOHUM yIapoM?
C takuM-TO JIo YK9HLY, eciu Obl OH CTaJl UMIIEPAaTOPOM, 9TO OBIIO OB HECYACThEeM [JIsI BCEH CTPAaHHL.
Youn u yous, ogHUM 37I0leeM MeHbIIe!»

[TogymaB 06 aToM, UYKao YaHx3 mo4yBCTBOBa obneruenue... HactpoeHue maxe yny4iunoch. OH
HaKOHEeL-TO pa3rafall 3arafky KapTel, KOTopas JOJITroe BpeMs He [aBaja eMy IIOKOS.

X0Ts KOe-4TO BCE elllé Ka3aloch CTpaHHEIM. Hanpumep, cTpaHHOEe OTHOIIEHME OTIA U ChiHa JIo opyr
K Opyry. Y ecnu uM HyKHO GBI7I0 TPOCTO YOUTE JIo YK3HBY, TO MOKHO OBIJIO ITPOCTO OTIIPABUTH
yOuiinly. 3aueM ycTpauBaTh TaKyl0 PE3HIO U YHUYTOKATH BCIO CEMBIO?..

«Kaxkast pa3uuma? MeHseT i1 3TO YTO-HUOYOH?»

HeT. Yka0 YaHX3 BCE pPaBHO B PO3BICKE M HE MOXKET BEIUTH 3a IMPEeIIhl KPEITOCTH.

Jlyuie B3aTh enpl ang JIo Lu. 2Ku3up npomonxaercs.

CeropHsd OH 3amepKasics [OJblIe, YeM BUepa, ¥ BePHYJICS, KOTTla COTHIlE YKe CeJio, U CTajio COBCEM
TeMHO. [Tomo#ifs K moMy, oH yBupe, uto Jlo Llu emne He BepHYyIcS. Ykao YaHXD HaXMypPHUJIICS,
IIOTEPSIB BCSIKOE XKeJlaHue TPEeHUPOBaThCs, U Hauvall XOAUTh TyHa-Cloga, IIocMaTpuBas Ha JOPOory K
BOpPOTaM KPEIOCTH.

Buepa oH BomHOBaCs, 4To JIo LIy MoxkeT OBITH B OITACHOCTH, HO BCE oOomrnock. OmHAKO 3TO HE
3HAYMT, YTO OMACHOCTH HeT. OHa MOXKET MOCTePeraTh B II000H IEeHb.

«HeyxXenu 3T0 CIIy4YUI0Ch CErOfHA?»

ka0 Yauxa He BAEPKAI U, CXBAaTUB cabIIio0, XOTeN BHIUTH. Ho, Mpoias HECKOJILKO IIaTroB, OH
yBugen Jlo Lly, HeTOpOIIMBO BO3BPAIIALIETOCS C 3a/I02KeHHBIMY 3a CIIMHY PyKaMU. YBULEB, Kak
Yxkao Yauxs crnemuT BeIUTH, JIo 111, Ka3anoch, yIUBUIICS, @ TIOTOM, TIOHSIB IPUYUHY, YIIBIOHYIICS:



— {1 BepHyJICA, BEpHYIICS.

Ykao Yauxs 0071eTUEHHO B3[IOXHYJI, HO IIOTOM HaXMYPHJIICS:

— TToueMy Tak IMO3AHO... XOTS, TOCTOH... — OH npuHioxancs. — OT TeOs CTpaHHO MaxXHeT. PaHblie s
YyBCTBOBAJ TBOU 3allax 3a BEpPCTY, a Teleph ero Her.

Jlo LIy yneIOHYIICS ellle MIKpe.

— HpOCTO CXOOHUJI IIOMBITBECSA B TOPHOM PY4Yhbe. Bomkbiie He mor TEePIIeTb 3Ty BOHb — Ka3aJIOChk, 4YTO II0
MHeE BIIIY I10JI3al0T.

— 3umHee kynanue? Kpyro.

Ykao YaHXd TOKe 3aX0Tesl MOIpo0oBaTh, HO HEMHOTO cTpycuil. OH HUKOTa He KYTaJcs 3UMOi U
IyMaJl, YTO He BHIIEPXKUT fazKe pa3feThCsi, He TOBOPS yXKe 0 TOM, YTOOH 3a1e3Th B BOAY. «BOT 4TO
3HauuT HeOecHrble BpaTa... MOXKHO feflaTh BCE, YTO XOUEIIb».

— Wpu Toxe, cMeppuinb yxacHo. C To60i criaTh HeBO3MOKHO. — JIo Ll HaIIEN OTIMYHBIN TPELJIOT.
— JTO He A KaIpU3HUYall, 3TO THl BOHSIL.

— CIIUKIIMO XOIOOHO, — IoxajoBascs Yxkao Yauxa. — Tel moctur HeGecHXHI BpaT 1 MOXKeIllb
BEI[IEPXKaTh, @ 1 BCEro JINIIbL HOBUYOK.

— Trl ke MyxkuKk! [Ipyrue u 6e3 KynbTUBalXY KYIAIOTCS 3UMOM, a THL XOTh HEMHOTO TPEHUPYEIIbCS.
He tpyce. — Jlo Ly, yneibasich, [ocTan u3-3a CIUHH (Gaary. — f npuHec Tebe TEMIOTo BUHA, 3TO
IIOMOXKeET.

ka0 Yauxs oOpagoBascs.

— Otkyma y Tebst TEMIoe BUHO?

— CeropHs g XOXJ B TOPO U Kymua Koe-uTo. — JIo LIy, coBHO OKYCHUK, TOCTAJl CBEPTOK B
mpoMacjieHHou OyMare. — Elfé u xKapeHoro Msica, 4ToOL BO3HArpaguTh TeOs 3a TPY/IHL.

— THI 4TO, IOTPATUII BCE CBOM [€HbI'M, YTOOBI OTYUTATLCS 3a 3afaHue? — youBmwicsa Yxao Yauxs. —
CxobKO OBI TH HU B351JI C COOOM, 3TOT0 He XBaTUT HALOJTO.

— CeromHs s OTIIPABUJI UX Ha 0XOTY... 3UMOM MaJio QUYH, HO BCE XKe KOe-4TO eCTh. MbI JOOBIIN
HECKOJIbKO ()a3aHOB ¥ KPOJIUKOB, 3TOTO XBATUIIO AJT 0TYETa. [103TOMY 51 0CBOGOIUIICS ITOPaHbIIe U
cxonmun B ropon. — JIo Llu Haxmypuicst. — Bymems unu HeT? CKOIBKO MOXKHO 00ITATh?



— KoneuHo, Oyny! — Yxkao YaHx9 cxBaTull Qrary u CBEPTOK u mobexkar K Beixony. — [loiigy moem y
PeKy, a II0TOM, [10Ka He OCTHLI, HEIPHY.

Jlo Iy CTIOKOMHO 3alllEN B IOM U, YBUMIEB €y Ha CTOJIe, YIBIOHYICS.

[Tocne Bcex 9TUX COOBITHH y HETO IIOYTH He 0CTanoCh AeHer. OH MOTPATUII BCE, UTO OBIIO, HA 3TH
TIOKYIIKY ¥ CaM HUYEro He €JI, 3Hasl, 4YTO JOMa ero XAET YKUH.

«Thl OCTaBUJ MHE efly, 5 IpuHEC TeOe BUHA. BCé 4ecTHO».

OH yCiBIIIa MyM ¥ BOPOT KpermocTu. KTo-To Kpuyait:

— Housbio u3 KPEIOCTH BRIXOOUTH Henb3s!

— C Kakux II0p y HaC KOMEHOaHTCKUY 4ac? — pasfacs rojgoc Yxkao Yanxs. — He BrigyMbIBauTe
npaBui! fd IPoCTO X04Yy IIOMBITHCS, YTO 3a YYIIb!

— 3... K-KoMaHaup Yxkao...

— A, 310 BHL. Brl Ha mexypcTtBe? JlagHo, 1agHo, cBoM Xke. [IpomycTuTe.

— Ecnu OB MBI 3HAJIKA, 9YTO 3TO KOMaHOHUD YKa0, TO, KOHEYHO, IIPOIIyCTUITA Obl. MEI XK€ CBOH.

['osytoca cTUXJIM BOAJIH.

«Yxe KOMaHOuD... [Toxoxe, oH 6BICTpO IIpeBpaniaeTCdad B HaCTOAIIEero OanguTa». JIo Lu HETOPOIIIINBO
€JI, 1 Ha ero Jiklie MosABUiaCh YJ'H:IGKEI.

HausHuI# 10HOLIA?

Henw3s cka3ath, 6aHAUT YkaoH YaHX9 UM HET, HO TO, YTO OH IIPUPOKAEHHEIN KUTEIb II3THXY —
3TO TOYHO. YaHX3 afjalTHPOBAJICS K 9TOMY MeCTy faxe ObICTpee, 4eM OH caM. Bcero 3a HECKOJIBKO
[HEU CTaJ 37eCb CBOUM. «Y 0TKyma y MeHs B34JI0Ch BIledaT/IeHNe, YTO OH TAaKOU HEBUHHEBIN U
IIPOCTOAYIIHEIN? Y IUBUTENIBHOY.

Jlo LIu BOpyr momyMar, YTO Ha camMoM fejie y Hero ¢ Yxkao YaHxs He ObII0 HUKaKUX 0COOBIX
OTHOIIEHUH. 10 BcexX 3TUX COOBITUYN OHM IIEPEKUHYINCEH BCETO Mapoi cioB. Ykao YaHXd XOpOIIOo K
HEMY OTHOCHJICS M3-3a OOMHOYECTBa ¥ YyBCTBa BUHHI, Be[b OH OB € [MHCTBEHHEIM 3HAKOMBIM
YeJI0BEKOM B 3TOM YyKOM M OIIaCHOM MeECTe.

Ho ecnu Tak moupeT u manble, To YKao YaHXS OCBOUTCS 3[ECh U MOAPYKHUTCSA cO BceMu. Torma Jlo



Llu mepecTaHeT OBITh [IJIsI HET'O KEM-TO 0COOeHHBEIM. BO3MOXKHO, V¥ HET'0 IOSIBSTCS OPY3bs, C KOTOPHIMU
oH OymeT O/IMKe, YeM C HUM.

«Hy u nagHO, y KaXXI0ro CBOM My Th».

Jlo Ilu yOpan co cToja, Cel Ha KPOBATh U 3aKPHIJ T71a3a, MOTPyKasiCh B KyIbTHBALUIO.

Ha camowm fierne, oH Toxke OBbIJT 04eHb ycepaeH... [IpocTo Yxkao YaHxs 0Ka3aics KaKuM-TO 6e3yMiieM.
JTo Llu HUKOTIa He BUOEN, YTOOHl KTO-TO TaK (paHATUUYHO TPEHUPOBAJICS.

[Tocnie HECKOBKHUX IIUKJIOB IUPKYJISALUY ¥ OH yCJbIlIal mwaru. Bepryncsa Yxkao Yauxs.

— [Touemy Tak OvICTPO? — yAuBNEHHO cupocun JIo 1y, OTKPEHIB I'a3a.

— 4 momyMart, 4To Heroxe MUTh B OOUHOYECTBe. KOHEYHO, HY2KHO BBIITUTH BMECTE, — CKalasl YKao
YaHx3, IOCBEKEBIINY Iocie Kynanus. OH Halul BUHO B MUCKH U, YIIbIOAsiCh, TPOROIKUil: — U He
TakK yXK XOJIOMHO, Kak 5 gyMaJ. f moBoIbHO Kpenkui! B cnemyiomuii pa3 noiéM KynaThCsi BMECTe.

«C Tobo¥t kynatbca?! Emeé yero!»

Jlo Iy ckpuBun ry0wl, HO, TS Ha IIOOHUMAIOMIKAKCS TTap Haf TEIJIBIM BUHOM, TIOYYBCTBOBAJ ce0s
Jy4ine 1, 4TOOHI ITOAIepKaTh Pa3roBop, CKa3al:

— KcraTy, 51 BUpien y TOPOJCKUX BOPOT TBOE 00bsIBIIEHNE 0 po3kicKe. [Toxoxke, BIacTH Te0s CEPLE3HO
uniyT. C TBOel BHEIIHOCTEIO TeOe OyIeT TPYAHO IyTelleCcTBOBATh.

— Koneuno! § ceropss y3Has, nmouemMy YHUUYTOXKMIU ceMbio JIo. IToT JIo UK3HBY, OKAa3bIBaETCS, OBIIT
npruHIeM! — Yxkao YaHX3 OIPOTAHYJI eMy MUCKY C BUHOM. — TEI Tak [OJIT0 XKUJI B UX IIOMECTEE,
3aMeTusI B HEM XOTb YTO-TO LlapcKoe?

Pyka JIo Ly, mpyHUMABIIIETO MUCKY, CJIeTKa IPOTHYJA, ¥ BUHO PACIJIeCKaroch, 06pa3oBaB KPyru Ha
IIOBEPXHOCTH.

Ho on 6picTpO B35 ce0s B PYKH U, YAEI0AsICh, OTBETHUII:

— OTO HEeUCTBUTEILHO YOUBUTEIILHO, Y MEHS aXX PYKHU 3aTPSACIUCH... Tebe HyKHO ObITh OCTOPOKHEE.
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