IxeticoH Tomm OTKPHII I/la3a, 0XKKUAAS YBUOETh IIOTOJIOK CBOET0 yOeXKMIa, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 YBHIE
6eckoHeuyHOe Geroe MpocTpPaHcTBO. OH He YCIIHINAT HA eJUHOT0 3ByKa, HaXe OHeHUsI COOCTBEHHOTO
ceppua.

"Yro 3a yepToBIMHA? ET0 4yBCcTBA 060CTPUIUCE, KOTA OH OBIJT B COCTOSTHUM TTOBHIIIEHHON 00eBOM
rotoBHOCTH. OH B 3aMeIlIaTeIbCTBe HaXMYPHIICS, KOT{Ia 3aMEeTHJI, YTO OB TOTEIM ¥ MOT BUIIETh
HACKBO3b BCe CBOe TeJI0, KaK OyATo 0HO OBIJIO CHie/laHO U3 CTEKIIA.

«9MU, THL. THl HaKOHEI] IIPOCHYJICS».

OH IOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY UCTOYHHUKA I'0JI0CA, HO €T0 IIOMPUBETCTBOBAJT BEICOKUM JIBICHIN
MYKYHMHA, OfETHIN B IPOCTYI0 6emyio PyTOONIKY U CIIOPTUBHEIE IITAHHL.

Temneps, 3Hast, 4YTO OH He eQUHCTBEHHBIM, KTO HAaXOOUJICSI BHYTPH 9TOT0 MECTa, OH MJIaHWPOBaa UATU K
eIUHCTBEHHOMY BEPOSTHOMY ITyTH, YTOOBI Y3HATH O CUTYallu#, B KOTOPOM OH OKa3aJiCs, U *MoTy4YuTh*
“HGpOPMAIILIO.

Y Hero yxe ObITM HEKOTOPHIE NOTAMKHU, HO JTy4Ille OBIJIO Y3HATH 00 9TOM U3 00Jlee HaleKHOTO
MCTOYHUKA, TeM OoJiee, 4TO MHGOPMAIIMU y HEro pakTudecku He Obiyo. OH yKe Ha3Bajl [IMHTBHHA,
Ixokepa unu YepHyio MacKy BUHOBHUKaMH 3TOM CUTyalluu. ITU NapHU 1100 HaHSIM Obl KOTO-
HUOYIb, YTOOBI OH IT03a00THUIICS 0 paboTe 3a HUX, MO0 Ha3HA4YMIU OBl Harpagy 3a ero rojioBy, a B
ciy4ae ¢ [I2KOKepoM OH chesas Obl 9TO caM U BTSHYJ OBl er0 B 11000% 6e3yMHBIi II71aH, KOTOPHIH OH
IIpHAOyMall B CBOEM YEPTOBOM YME. .

OpmHako, Kormaa oH coOupascs cuenaTh CBOM IEPBHIH IIar, ero TeJI0 OCTAHOBUIIOCH Ha moynyTH. OH
BCe eIlle MOT YyBCTBOBATb ¥ OBUTAThH I'JTa3aMHU U PTOM, HO IOIIBITAThCS TOIIEBENIUTh KaKOU-Tu00
IPYTOM YacThio Tejla OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH 3HaJI, YTO KTO OBl UJIX YTO ObI HU
IIPHUBEJIO €TI0 B 3TO... MECTO... 9TO HE TO, C YeM OH OOBIYHO UMeT OBl Ieio.

«41 He 3HA0, KTO THl U I'Tie 3TO, HO €CJIH THI He CKaXKelllh MHE IIPSMO celyac, s 103a004yCh 0 TOM,
yTOOBI TBOSI MaMa He y3Hasa Te0s [ociie Toro, Kak s ¢ TOOOHM IIOKOHYY», - IIPUTPO3UTT OH, ET0
ryO0KUM U TPYOBIN TOJIOC BMECTE C er0 YOUNCTBEHHBIM B3T/ISIAOM 3aCTaBUIM OBl TI000T0 YIIUYHOTO
6anpuTa I'OTAM-CUTH, 3HABIIETO €T0, IPOXKATh OT CTPaxa.

«TTOCKOJIBKY I HE MOTY OBUTATHLCS, ST MOT OBI BRIUT'PATh BpeMsI, YTOORI IIOTyMAaTh O YeM-HUOYOb, YTO
TIOMOZKET MHe BBIOPAThCS U3 BCeH 3TOM Hepasl0epuxu».

[TocMewnBasich, MyK4KMHa MOOHSI PYKU. «Temeps mepKuCh. B Hacumuu HeT HeobxomuMocTH. Kpome
TOTO, THI la’Ke He MOXKEIIb [TOIIeBeIUTh CBOMM TEJIOM, U 5 3HAI0, YTO THI IILITAEIIhCST BRIUTPATh
BpeMs, HO B 3TOM HET He0OXOTUMOCTH .

— Xopo1o, Torga g ykyury. [1:KeucoH cy3un riasa. "Ckaxu MHe, 4YTO IPOUCXOOUT."

«K aTomy M#HI ellle BepHEMCSI, HO CHa4aJsa mpegctaBuMcsi». OH yKa3an Ha ce0s1 O0IbIINM TIajIbIeM U
npyxeno0HO yaslOHYICS [KelcoHy. «MoxeTe 3BaTh MeHs [[:k0. MHe HpaBUTCS My TEIIeCTBOBATH 110
BCEM MBICJIUMBLIM BCEJIEHHBIM», — HEOPEeKHO CKa3asl OH.

«OpHAaKO, TOCKOJIbKY BCETO HECKOIBKO CEeKYH[I Ha3afl Thl TaK XOTeJI CPa3UThCs CO MHOM, MHe
IIPUAETCS IIpecedsb 3TO B 3aPOJLIIIE MTPSIMO ceryac, YTOOB CIKOHOMUTh HaM 000UM BPEMSI».

MoinHoe maBiieHue BHE3AMmHOo 00pyLUIuiIoch Ha [IxkericoHa. Ero Teno TpsCloch, a 3pavyku
pacmupuauch. ETo 0TTOUYeHHBIe MHCTUHKTEI ITOCHITIAIM B MO3T MHOXKECTBO MTPeyIpPekaaromnx
CUTHAJIOB, ¥ OH IOYYBCTBOBAJ ce0s 00513aHHBIM BCTaTh Ha KojeHu nepen k0. OH GBI CIOBHO



MypaBei, CToAmu nepern 60roM, u eMy noTpeboBaiachk BCS €ro BOJIsS, YTOOB IPOTUBOCTOATh
[aBJIeHNI0, UcxopuBLIeMy OT J1k0. Ka3anocs, Ipolia Be4HOCTh, IpeXke 4eM faBleHne UC4e3Jo.

I'pyms [IkelicoHa B3ObIMaach, Kak OyITO OH TOJIBKO YTO mpoOexasn MapadoH, ¥ OH CMOTpe Ha 1Ko
C OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO ¥ OTIACKOHM.

«Yero Takol 4el0BeK, KaK ThI, XOUET OT TAKOTO, Kak 5?»

I'ma3a [I2Ko cusnu BecenbeM, a TaKxke 3a0aBHOU yIbI0KOM, BEI3BAHHOM BOIKIOIIKUM HeyBaxkeHUuEeM
[I>xelicoHa, Jaxe I0OCJIe TOro, KakK OH IIPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAII CBOIO CHUITY. «f II03BOJIIO BaM [OrafaThCs.
HaBepHsiKa KT0-T0, 00y4yeHHEIN BaTMeHOM, MOT OBl ClefIaTh BEIBOZ O MOMX IIPUYMHAX, OCHOBEIBASAChH
Ha IpedbiyIIuX foKa3aTeNlbCTBax. [lymaeTe, S He 3HaK0, YTO Bbl aHAJIU3UPOBAJIA MEHS C CaMOro
Hadyasla Halllero pa3rosopa?»

I>KeyCOH 3aqyMYHMBO CYy3uJ I'la3a. «4To-To B 3TOM yIEI0OKE U B TOM, KaK OH ToBOpui o bpioce,
TIIOACKa3blBaeT MHe, YTO OH 3HAeT 0OJIbllle, YeM ITOKa3bIBaET, BO3MOXKHO, lake HaCTOSALIYI0 TNYHOCTD
Bproca. Het, Most uHTYHLIKS [TOACKA3EIBAET MHE, YTO OH, BEPOSATHO, *3HaeT*. OH ynOMAHYI 0 *Typax*
BO BCe MBIC/IMMEIE BCeJleHHbIe. Kak OBl CMEIIHO 3TO HU 3By4aso, 1 3Hal, YTO CYIIEeCTBYIOT CYIIEeCTBa,
KOTOPEIE MOTYT fesaTh HeuTo nofobHoe. ®nam — onuH u3 Hux. Ho ko *cunbHelii*. Boree
MOT'YIIeCTBEHHBIN, 4eM KTO0-100, KOTO s KOrfga-nu0o BCTpedall.

IIKeliCOH BCIIOMHIJI HETIPEOHOIMMOe IaBlieHue, KOTopoe 6510 pansine. « HUKTO HUKOT A He
3aCTaBIsIJT MOM MHCTUHKTH TaK BCIIBIXMBATh U HE OKA3bIBaJl TAKOTO HaBjieHus. Ho Bce 9T0 He
00BSICHSIET, TIOYEMy OH IIPUIIE] KO MHE WJTH TI0YeMY 5 3[eCh>.

«He mory mousTs, fa? Y cnacu6o 3a KoMIauMeHTEL. Celdac s uX pegKo MoIy4alo, TOTOMY YTO OYeHb
3aHsATa». [I2K0 ogapuy ero IMOHUMAIOIIe! YITbIOKOMU.

«TCK, TOX0XKe, Thl TOXKE YMEeeIlh YATaTh MbIC/IH». [[2KeWCOH OTBEPHYJICS, pa304apOBaHHO IIEJIKHYB
SI3BIKOM H3-3a TOTO, YTO OH HUYEro He MOT clejaTh, YTOOH IoMeIaTh [I3K0 YuTaTh ero MuIciu. To,
YeMy ero Hay4YuJIu IIPEeICTaBUTEIIN BCEX KACT, HE BKITIOYAJIO, KaK 3allUTUTh CBOM pa3yM OT
TeJlelaTUYeCKUX MOHCTPOB, TaKMX KakK MapcuaHCKui OXOTHHK.

«Temeps 51 OIIpeieIEeHHO YBEPEH, YTO OH 3HAET O JIMYHOCTH Bpioca U BCeX OCTaIbHBIX».

«X0Ppol1I10, TT03BOJIETE MHE HaTh BAM HEKOTOPHIM KOHTEKCT». [I3K0 IMOOHS OOUH Tasell. «Bo-epBhIx,
THI MEPTB, HO...»

«YTO0, Y4ePT BO3BMH, Tl UMEEIIb B BUMY, TOBOPSI, UTO 5 MEPTB?» [[3KEHCOH B3TJISIIOM COKPATHII
paccTosiHYe MeXIy HUMU Ipexae, 4eM 1Ko yCIea MOPTHyTh. B cBoeM BO3MYIleHUY OH He 3aMEeTHI,
YTO BCS CHJIa, KOTOPAs fepaKasa ero paHblle, Teneps ucuessna. «Kak s Mor ymepets *cHoBa*? Yto-To
yOuI0 MeHs, ToKa 5 cran? ITo Obun youtia?

Ero Havan 3axJIeCTHBATh BUXPh IMOIIUH.
[Tyranuna. 3mocts. HeBepue.

«3Haemb, rpy0o nepeduBaTh APYrux, KOrga OHU roBOPAT». [0 C pa3fpazKeHHBIM BhIpakeHueM JIuila
IIOTEep 3aThUIOK. «Kak s y2Ke TOBOPHUJI, THl MEPTB, HO Thl HE €IUHCTBEHHEIN».

«IIpocTo yxe moOepuch 10 3TOM YePTOBOM TOUKU». [[2KEUCOH CxKajl KyJIaKHu.

«Bcst TBOSI BceneHHast OblTa YHUYTOXKEHA».



U BOT Tak BUXDb SMOITHM B OJJMH MOMEHT yrac, CMEHHUBIIKCH IITIOKOM. Ero rnaza paCInpuianch, KOrga
OH IIOIBITAJICA MOHATH, YTO TOJILKO YTO CKa3al [1xKo.

«ITomBOAsT UTOT, MOTY CKa3aTh, YTO MOILIEHHUK-MCKATEJIb PEalbHOCTH 110 UMeHu Mapku3 CmepTu
IIyTeIIeCTBYET 110 BCEX BCEJIEHHOM, YHUYTOXKasd KaXkAyl BCeJIeHHYI0, C KOTOPOX OH BCTYIIa€eT B
KOHTaKT». [[2K0 MpomomKuil. «Baiita BceneHHast Oblla OMHOM 13 6eCYUCIIEHHBIX IPYTUX, KOTOPHIE CTEP
Mapku3 CmepTu. MHe XKaJb, YTO 5 pacCKa3asl BaM 00 3TOM, HO BCe, KOT'0 Bl 3HAJIH U JIIOOUIIH,
MepTBH. HukTO He u3bexan pe3nu Mapkusa CmepTu, Hu CyniepMeH. Uiy a06oe gpyroe
MOTYIIECTBEHHOE CYIIECTBO B Balllell BCEJIEHHOU».

«Hert, HeT, HeT... [I01IXKHO OBITh, 3TO TPIOK». - MpobopMoTan [xkekcoH. Ero BceneHHas... ©C4e3a BOT
Tak? — OTKyZ#a MHe 3HaTh, UTO ThHI He JIXKeIlb?

[Ix0 nocmoTpen [IKelCoHy B I'/la3a U CIIPOCUIL: «f yBepeH, Tl 3Haelllb, KOTra KTO-TO JIXKeT, ¥ 4To *g*
BBIUTpal0, conras 006 aToM? KaxeTcs, s conran?»

HWwmeeT nmu 3T70? HeT, moxoxke, OH He CONTral...

«Tebe mpupmeTcs MOBEPUTh MHE Ha CJI0BO, [I2KEWCOH. Y MeHs HeT IPUYMH JIrath Tebe», — cKalall
Ixo0. «f x04y, 4TOOH THl 3HAJ...»

[>KelCOoH, OHAKO, ITPOUTHOPUPOBAJI €0, CTOSI HEIIOJIBUXKHO, OIIYCTUB T'OJIOBY M C3KaB KyJIaKH, IT0Ka
ero pasym obpabaTkiBall CJI0Ba, CKa3aHHBIE [[2KO paHee.

Bce, Koro oH 3Han u mobun, ymepnu? bpioc, Anbdpen, [uk, Apremuna, bapbapa, Tum... Bce?
OH cTUCHYT 3yOHl ¥ 3aKPHIT TIa3a.

«CMepTh — 3TO BpallaloIascs IBeph B HaleM Ou3Hece...» IMeHHO Takue CjI0Ba cKa3aa [IKeiCcoH
Bpiocy, korma coobIKII 0 CMEPTH CBOETO Jiyyiiero apyra, Pos Xapmepa. Ho KTo Okl MOT IOOyMaTh,
YTO BCE YMPYT UMEHHO TaK?
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