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lappu mepzkan SNy Ha MeCTe, KOrfia BeTep T'PO3ujl YHECTH ero KOpu4yHeBoe manbTo. OHO SSPOCTHO
KOJIbIXa10Cch. OH IIOCMOTpEJT Ha IMyTralouui 0COOHSAK, OMUMHOKO CTOSIINI Ha BepiiuHe xoaMa. OH
nofaJ ryosl. [louemy 3TOT 4eI0BEK He MOT IIPOCTO Pa3peIIuTh MarniecKuil TPaHCIOPT A0 CBOETO
0COOHSIKA, a He 3aCTaBIs ['appy KaX bl pa3 MPeooneBaTh 9TO paCcCTOsIHUE MemKoM? MHorna
My[phle CJIOBa CTapuKa IMPUBOAUIM ['appu B ApocTh. ET0 pa3MbllIIeHNs IIpepBal 3ByK
pacmaxHyBIIUXCS BOPOT 0CoOHSKA. OH IOHSJI, YTO ero MOsIBIeHus XK aany. [appu HampaBuiIcs K
napafiHOMYy Bxofy, Habsofas, KaK IBe OTPOMHEBIE IBEPU OTKPHIBAIOTCS caMu IT0 cele.

B goMe cTosiyia Kakasi-To CBsillleHHas cdepa, cBeTsIascs OeasM cBeToM. [appu 3TO He CMYTHIIO,
Be[Ib 3TO OBbIJT BCETO JIUIIb CIIYTHUK YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIHM KU B 3TOM 3a0RITOM 0COOHSIKE B
onuHouecTse. Illap MeTHYyJICS Bliepen, naBas ['appu BpeMs IpecienoBaTh ero. ['appu nocienosa 3a
HUM, ¥ TIapagHble IBEPU 3aKPLUIUCEH C TPOMKUM JISI3TOM.

MuHysT MHOXKECTBO HeJlelbIX apTedaKTOB ¥ APEBHUX YKpalleHu#, ['appu mporyauBancs BHyTPU
ocobOHsiKa. OH 3acyHyI 06e PyKH B KapMaHH IaJIbTO - TPUBLIYKA, BEIpaboTaHHas rogamu. Illap Bopyr
IIepecTan OBUTraThCs, IPOCTO PACTBOPHUBIINCEH B MPOCTOPHOM TOCTUHOK. TeMHOTa IOTJIOTUIIA
KOMHATY, ¥ eIMHCTBEHHHIM UCTOYHMKOM CBeTa OBI IbINIaoiui KaMuH. Ha 60/1bIIoM Kpece y OrHs
CUeNl ODUHOKUY MyxX4uHa. OT Hero ucxoausia Marudeckasl aypa, He OCTaBJIsBIlIasi COMHEHUY B TOM,
HACKOJIBKO OH MOTYIIIECTBEHEH.

[TpouucTus ropno, 'appu MOmOIIEN K Kpecay. YepTrl MHila MyKYUHE O OJIeIHBIMU TTOJ BOPOHO-
YepHBIMH BoJIocaMH, a 671ecK B ero rojilyObIX rjla3ax MOT OBl TOCpaMUTh Jaxe [laMOimopa.
[TprCMOTPEBIIKCH K BOJIOCAM MYKYHUHBI, [appy 3aMeTUIT HECKOJIBKO CEIBIX BOJIOCKOB. Ecu OBl OH He
3HAJI HUYero jIy4lie, To MOT OBl IIOJyMaTh, YTO MyXK4UKMHa cTapeeT. Ho 3T0 OBIJI0O COBEPIIEHHO
HEBO3MOXKHO, MYyKYHMHA BOOOIIE He JOJIKEH OBIT CTApeTh.

"MepnuH!" MyxXunHa 00BOPOKUTEILHO YILIOHYJICS, a TakK, 9YTo ['appu XpIOKHYI.

Yneibka MepnuHa Bcerfa Obiia crioco0Ha CHATH JI060e HalpsKeHWe, HeJIOBKOCTh UJIM TEMHOTY. JTa
CIIOCOOHOCTH 10 KpaiHoCcTH MucTHdHUITMpoBaa 'appu.

"Tappu..." Msarkuu romoc MepnuHa 3afepkKancs Ha 9ToM UMeHu. "CKOIbKO pas3 5 J0JIXKEeH IIPOCUTh
Te0sI He UCIT0Ih30BaTh 3TO MPO3BHUIle. MeHs 30ByT Mupagun dMpuc".

"Tak TeOs Ha3bIBAIOT BOJIIEOHEIE JTIOOH, CTAapUK", - yopsMo TBepausl ['appu, He oOpallasgs BHUMaHUA
Ha HACTOsLIee UM MYXKYUHEI.

Mepnux B3moxHYI. "[la, MOSt MaTh Ha3kIBajla MEHS TaK W3-3a MOeN HeOORIKHOBEHHOM CHIIH".

"Marus, Bbl UMeeTe B Buny?" ['appu yTBepauTenbHO KUBHYIL "fl BCe ellle He TOHUMAL0, 10YeMY TEI
IIPeIOYUTAEIIb CTOSITh B CTOPOHE U HAOJIONaTh, KaK PYIIUTCS MUD BOJIIEOHUKOB, KOria MOT OBl
IIOMOYb. THl MOTYIIIeCTBEHHEE BCEX BOIIIEOHUKOB U BeIbM BMeCTe B3ATHIX. UepT, Tl HaCTOJIbKO



MOTYIIIECTBEHEH, YTO OOJIBITUHCTBO JII0eH cuuTaiT Teds Mudom umu - unu 6oxkectsom!"

"¢ yxe roBopui, 'appu, MeHsI 9TO He KacaeTcs. Bamr Mmup GoJiblilie He TpUHAAIERKUT MHE. C
Te4eHHeM BPEMEHHU OH UCIIOPTUJICS U CTaJl BOHATH JIIOObMHU, CIMIIKOM XKaXAYyLIUMU BiIacTu. Moe
peleHne XUTh B MUPE HEU3MEeHHO. Moe eqUHCTBEHHOE XKellaHue - IlepefiaTh BaM CBOU 3HAHUS".

'appu HacMenuIMBO XMBIKHYJI. "Bce paBHO TH He IIpeACTaBIIsAellb, YTO JejlaTh CO CBOUM
6eccmepTreM. Thl MOT GBI IPABUTH BCEM BOJIIEOHEIM MUPOM OJHKUM B3MaXOM PYKH. THl MOT OBl CHOBA
00BeOuHUTD BONIIeOHUKOB. Ho BMecTo 9Toro oHM pa3bpocaHt 1Mo rpynnaM. CBeT/Ibe, TEMHEIE,
cepele, MaruyecKue CyIIeCcTBa, OTAeNeHHbEe 0T cebe momobHbIX. U Bce M3-3a TBOETO
HEBEKEeCTBEHHOT0 YIPSIMCTBA. TOIBKO TOCMOTPUTE, KaK BEl HECYACTHEI, KUBSI B 3TOM OTPOMHOM
0COOHSIKEe THICSYH JIET, He UMesi HUKOT0, KpOMe TOTO CBSITOTO 3JIeMeHTaJsIst, KOTOPOTrO BHl Ha3kIBaeTe
Crumom".

KyTtkas ynmeiOka o6xBaTuIa 4eaocT MepnuHa. "THl CIUIIKOM MOJIOH, YTOOH MTOHSATH MO CHUTYAIIHIO,
T'appu. BeccmepTtue He n36aBuUT Tebs OT 3a00T... JIydllle He CTPEMUTLCS K HEMY... Bpemsi cTapeer,
MCTOPUS IIOBTOPSIETCS, @ MeY IIPONOJIKaeT MUTAaThCA. beCKOHeUHHBIN ITUKJI, KOTOPHIM HUKOITa He
IIPEKPaTUTCS... M BOT, 10 IPOIIECTBUY CTOJIBKHX JIET, 6ECCMEPTHE CTAJIO JOCTYIIHO TEM, KTO
o6y1agaeT JOCTATOYHHEIM KOJIMYECTBOM 3HaHUM. Ho OHM H0OMBAIOTCS €r0 YPOAJIUBEIMU CIIOCO6aMy,
T'appu, Uy TPATAT CBOIO XKU3Hb Ha UCCIENOBAHUS".

"Bel uMmeeTe B Buny Hukonaca ®namerns, alxuMuka, co3pasiero Konmosckou kaMmeHnb. OH U ero
JKeHa IIPoXUIH O0jee ImecTy BeKOB".

"Ila, OHM CIIOMaJI¥ MIpeJHaYePTaHHYIO UM Cynb0y, H30exkaB KOHIA, IpeapeneHHoro CMepThio.
ToNbKO Te, KTO XKUBET BEYHO, MOTYT y3HaTh, HACKOJIBKO JKECTOKHUM MOXKeT OBITh 6ecCMepTHE.
[TpoiimeT HEMHOTO BPeMEHH, ¥ OHU HAaYHYT JXKejlaTh cMepTH. CMepTh 6e3KaT0CTHO YKpaieT UX TYIIH,
¥ CO BpEMEHEM OHHU PaCCTAHYTCS C HAIIUM MHUPOM U OTIIPABSITCS B ClIeyolee MyTelecTBue".

MepnuH NPUILYPUIICS, TISAS Ha MOAPOCTKa. [[appu He MOT COBUHYTH I'oJIoBY ¢ MecTa. OHa 3acThlsia
Ha MeCTe, 3aCTaBUB ero MPUIACTh K OTHEHHO-TONYORIM I'TadaM. OMHUM IPOCTHIM B3TJISIAOM OHU
nummny ['appyu criocoOHOCTH IBUTATHCS, YHUUTOXKUIIKA €T0 CHJTYy BOJIM U BCe ero Hafexkawl. "4
3ampemniarn Tebe uckath 6eccMmepTusi, [appu. 4 cam MPOXKUI CIUIIKOM H0JT0, 6e3HamekHo Ha0momas
3a TeM, KaK YMHUPaIOT JII0O¥, KOTOPHIX 5 Y3HAaJ U 0 KOTOPHIX 3a00Tucs".

"BeccMepTuie MHE He MTOOXOOUT. Y MeHS HeT K HeMYy HUKAKOI0 XKeJlaHus, cTapuk..." OCBOOOIUBINIHUCS,
HaKOHEIl, 0T CBOET0 CTaTyernogo0HOoro mojiokeHus1, ['appu 3ambixajcs. "A KaK BooOIIe BHITTISSOUT TBOS
ucropus? OnHaXAbl TH CKa3al MHe, 4To KaMesnoT 0wl uymecHBIM MecToM. TaMm 06a Mupa XKuiu
BMecCTe, BepHO? Kak e Takasg OTpOMHas CTpaHa, Kak KamesnoT, Tak JIerko pacliajach Ha JIeTeH[IbI?
Kaxk... Kak yMep Takoi 6eCCMepTHBIN YeIOBEK, KaK KOpoiab ApTyp? C TOYKM 3PEHHUS JIOTUKHU, 3TO
HEBO3MOXKHO. ThHI cKa3as MHe, 4TO 06pesn 6eccMepTue TOTOa XKe, KOTa ¥ OH, HO 1 HUKOTHa He
3alyMbIBaJICS, KaK THL €0 IOJIyYUJl, A0 CUX Iop".

MepnuH HEKOTOPOe BpeMs CHIeN MOJ4a, IIPeXk/ae YeM 3aTOBOPUTh. "ITOo ObIJIO TAK [JAaBHO... ¥ BCE XKe
KazKeTCsI, YTO 3TO ObIJIO TOJTBKO BUepa. Mel ¢ ApTypoM... HaM mapoBaiu OeccMepTre Te, KTO Ha3hIBall



ce0s [IpeBHuMHU. MHe Obljla fTapoBaHa Marus, a ApTypy - 9kckanuOyp. Ho Bpems ymepio, u Kamenor
Toxke. Te, y Koro He ObIJIO Maruy, BOCCTaMyU, U ApTypa npepnan ero co6cTBeHHHBIN Hapon. OH
y4aCTBOBAJI B BOMHe, yOUBasi CBOM Hapo[ COOCTBEHHBIMHU PyKaMu. DTO OCTABUIIO TTTyOOKMI IIpaM B
ero cepate. OH IpuKa3aj CBOEMY IOCTIeHEMY BePHOMY cliyre 6pocuTh IKCKamuOyp B 03epo... Y 1o
cell meHb 9TO 03ePO0 TaK U He HakmeHo. [axe ¢ TOMOIIBbIO BCeM MOel Maruu MHe OBIJIO 0TKa3aHo.
Korga 9xckanubyp maBHO uc4es, OH yHeC ¢ coboit u 6eccmepTue ApTypa. OH norub, 0CTaBUB MeHS
cTpagaTh OoT 6eccMepTHs B OOMHOYECTBE..."

"THl HEe MOT IIONTy4YuThL GeccMepTHe C TOMOIILIO Maruy, Befib Thl 00J1afia €0 C CAaMOT0 POXKOEHUS, KaKk
M BCe OCTa/lbHBIE BONmeOHUKY. Ho uepes3 3HaHuA ApeBHUX..." [appyu HaxMypui OpPoBH, IT0OKa €ro MO3T
JIX0Pafo4vHo paboTa, MEITasCh yJIOBUTh MOATEKCT TaKoi UCTOPUHU. "THl X0Uelllb yMepeTh, Kak
KOpOJlb ApTyp, He Tak nu? OTHaBasd MHE CBOM 3HAHUS, Thl HAUMHAEIb CTapeTh, Kak BCe OCTaJbHEIE.
ThI HapyIIWI IPaBUiIa, He Tak nu? [IpeBHUE Mpenymnpexaany Teds, YToOb Thl HUKOTA He JeTUIICS
aTo# marued. Temepb 00paTHOM JOPOTH HET, U THI Oy/elIb IPOOJIXKATh CTAPETh. YUUTHIBAS TBOU
BO3pacT, Te0e OCTaOCk... TPU UIIH, MOKET ObITh, IIeCTh JIeT? ... THl IIJIaHUPOBAJI 3TO C TEX IOP, KaK
BCTPETHUJI MEH, He Tak u?" ['appu mopas3usio 310 yxKacHoe oco3HaHue. "Kto g1, Mepnun? Tou
nmanau? f cornacuicst u3y4aTh 9Ty Maruio, YTOOkl JOKa3aTh, YTO MO POTUTENHU OBISIA HEIIPaBHI,
KOTZa mpeHeOperanu MHOM, a He IS TOro, YTOOH KOro-To yOuTs! Eciu g u 6ymy yOuBaTh, TO TOJIBKO
IJIST TOTO, YTOOKI 3alTUTHTE TEX, KTO MHE JOPOT, a He pafgu COOCTBEHHOM BHITOOBI".

"VMIMeHHO 110 3TOU IPUUYKHE S PEIlnI lepefaTh CBOU 3HAHUSA BaM, II0Ka BpeMs He YHeCJI0 MeHd.
oueHb Oy1aromapeH, 4To BCcTpeTun Tebs, Fappu'.

"Twl crisiTéN, cTapuk? He mrytu co MHO#! 4 M3ydyan Maruio TOJIbKO [ TOT'0, YTOOHI IT0Ka3aTh
POOHUTENSIM, KAKUM MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM 51 MOTY OBITh. f He OyAy YUUTHCS - IIOBTOPSIO, HE OYAY YUUTHCH,
€CITM 11eHOM 9TUX 3HaHUM OyHeT Ybs-TO XKU3Hb! /1 IPH3HAI0, YTO MHOTHA MOTY ObITH IPUIYPKOM -
7agHo, O0NIBIIUM MIPUAYPKOM! - HO 5T He xKecTokui! Tel He Tak MyOp, Kak TeOe KaxkeTCs... THl IPOCTO
6e3ymen!"

"TlpaBpa?" BKIuHUICI MepuH.

"Uto TH MMeellb B BUAY?" cripocuil [appu, ero camoo6iaganue PyIIuaoCh BOKPYT HETO.

"3a BCe T'OfIbl, YTO 51 IIPOXKUJI, 1 HUKOTTa He BUOEI, YTOOBl MaJIbuYUK TPEHUPOBAJICS N0 U3HEMOXKEHUS
KaXXOBIY MeHb CBoeH XKu3HU. [laxke s caM He 00j1afial0 TaKOW PEIIMMOCTEIO. Thl OUeHb TaJlaHTIUBHIN
Manbuuk, [appu. 9 B TeOe He cOMHeBaoCh. CKaxXu MHe BOT 4YTO, ['appu... IeHCTBUTEIHHO JIU 3TO
MOTHB TBOEH pemuMocTu? YToOk BhI3BaTh COXKasleHue y poauTesnei? M, BO3MOXKHO, Thl KaXkKIeITh
omoOpeHus: popuTesnen OOJbIIe, YeM TyMaelrs?"

l"appI/I HAIIPATCsA, HE OKHOasd TAKOTO OTBETA. Ero nagmoHu ctanu JUIKUMHU OT HOTA.

"He oTpuia¥i CBOMX 4yBCTB, ['appu... B rimy0uHe OyIIX THI BCE €I XKEIb, JKaX/ellb UX
pacronoxeHnus. Pa3se s He npaB?"

"3aTKHUCH! 3aTKHUCH, 3aTKHUCH, 3aTKHUCH!" Kpudas ['appy, ero Kynaku apoxanu. Mepnus



OCTaBaJICsl HEBO3MYTHUMEIM, He o0Opalllas BHUMaHUS Ha ero BCHBIIKY. "HUTO T 3HaEIlb, CTAPUK? ITO
He THI KaXXIbIH OeHb B JeTCTBE OCTABAJICS OOUH B CBOEH KOMHATe, He JKejlasg HU4Yero, Kpome o0bsITui
cobcTBeHHOM MaTepu! Thl He TOT pe6eHOK, KOTOPOT0 OTell HUKOTla He YUuII IeTaTh Ha MeTie! TBos
cobcTBeHHasi MaTh mo6usa Tebst! T maxke HUKOTOA He BCTPEYAJICS CO CBOMM OTIIOM, IIOTOMY YTO OH
mo0un Tebst TaK CUIILHO, YTO ITOKEPTBOBAJI pagu Tebs cBoel xku3Hbio! He unTall MHEe HOTAIUM, KaK
OynTo THI 3HaeEIb, KaKOBO 3T0! MHe 11eBaTh, CKOIBKO JIET Thl IPOXKUJI, CTAaPUK, THI JOIXKEH
IIepeXUTh MOU, IIpeXK[e YeM BHIIJIEBLIBATh CI0Ba 00 aTom!"

Tappu TsKeJI0 OHIIIAJ, ero rPyab B3OLIMAIach ¥ OMyCKalach. BEUIO MPUSTHO BHITYCTUTH BCE HAPYXY,
BEICBOOOMIMTE BCIO Ty arOHHUI0, KOTOpPAst CKPHIBAIach rIy00KO BHYTPY HETO, B OMHOM MAbIXaHuu. EMy
OBLIIO BCE PABHO, YTO YEJIOBEK, Ha KOTOPOT'0 OH TOJIBKO YTO HAaKpHyasl, GBI, BO3MOXKHO, CAMBIM
MOTYIIECTBEHHEIM CYIIIeCTBOM Ha IjlaHeTe. HaKOHeI-TO OH BHIIJIECHYJI Ha KOT0-TO CBOE
pasoyapoBaHue.

['ma3a MeprnuHa onedanuinuch 0T IPefCcTaBlIero nepen HuM 3penuiia. "[a, el npas, 'appu. { He
UCIBITHIBAIL..."

"XBatut", - mpepBai ero 'appu. "{ mpuien croga He Ojis TOTO, YTOOK BeCTH C TOOOM BEXKITHUBHIE
6eceppl. Ecnu T X04eIllb Pa3/I0XKUTLCS B HUUTO - IIYCTh OyOeT Tak. ITO TBOM BHIOOD, ¥ MHE
abCoJIIOTHO BCe pPaBHO, UTO THI BeIOepeltb. Kak TH yKe cKasall, s He IIOHKMal0, YTO TaKoe
6eccmeptue".

MepnuH BEpPHYI B3rJIA[ K oTHIO. "O4eHb xopoiro. HUKTO U3 Hac He CMOXKET CTEPETh TO, YTO OBIIO
coemnano. T DOJKeH MOATOTOBUTHCS, ['appHu, MOTOMY YTO CIIEeAyIOIIKe ABa Mecsia Thl OyAellh 0YeHb
MHOTO paboTaTs".

"¢l TOTOBIIIO CBOE TEJIO C BOChMU JIeT. IMEHHO 1103TOMY 5 TaK IIPEBOCXOLHO UTPal0 B KBUAAUY".

"A, TOT cCaMBI{ BUM CIIOPTa, KOTOPHIX OBINT ©300peTeH Ois..."

" 17151 TOKMJIOTO YeJIOBeKa THI IIPOCTO 000XKaellrh TPATUTh BpeMs Ha O0JITOBHIO, HE TaK JIM, CTapuHa?"

MepnuH mevanbHO MOAXKaJ I'yOR ¥ TpodopMoTan mpo ceds: "OH HamoMuHaeT MHE ApTypa. ToT
obpalrancs co MHOM Kak co cia0akoM, He yBaxKall MeHs, KOrjia 51 CTaj ero ciyrou..." Hu ¢ Toro Hu ¢
cero MepruH MOMHSJICS C KPecya, BHE3AITHO ITOYYBCTBOBAB ce0s 0UueHb cTaphiM. "HeTeprenue - 3T0
rubens..."

OH TIPOJOJKHUT JTEKINI0, ¥ ['appu TPOMKO 3aCTOHAJ, OTTOHSIS eT0 OT cebsi. Bcst 31M0CTh, HETaTUBHEIE
SMOIMHY ¥ [aBJIeHNe, HAMIONHSIBIINE KOMHATY paHee, OBUIM MOTHOCTHIO 3a0BITH, KOTIa HACTAaBHUK
ITPOMIOJIZKHUTI CBOIO peYb. MepJIuH yIbIOHYICS CBOEMY eOUHCTBEHHOMY y4eHuKY. [la, [appu OblI mpas.
9T0 OBIIO €TO HaMEPEHKWEM C CaMOT0 Haydasa.
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