IBamiiaToe UIOHS THICSYa [IEBSIThCOT MEBSHOCTO IIEPBOTO rofa. 'appu, cKuMas MUIANY, YTOOR He
YVHECTH ee BeTPOM, C HeIOBOJIbCTBOM CMOTPEJT Ha MPAYHbI# 0COOHSK, OOMHOKO BO3BHIIIAIIANCS Ha
BepIIMHE X0JIMa. KopuyHeBoe mMajabTo, IPOCTHO Tpelella Ha BETPY, Ka3al0Ch, BTOPUT €ro
HacTpoeHuwo. [loueMy 3TOT CTapUK, 3TOT... 3TOT MepjuH, He MOT IIPOCTO II03BOJIUTH II0JIb30BaThCS
Marm4eckKuM TPaHCIIOPTOM, a 3acTaBiai ['appu KaxXKawlii pa3 IPeofoieBaTh 3TO paCCTOSHUE
nemkoM? MHOra MyApele CI0Ba CTapyKa BHI3BIBAIM ¥ ['appy HEKOHTPOJIUPYEMYIO SIpOCTh.—
Bpemena MensioTcs, [lappu, — Kak ObI B OTBET Ha €TI0 MBICJIH, TPOU3HEC ryOoKui ronoc.I'appu
TIOMHSITT B3TJIsA. [[Be MacCUBHEIE IBePH 0COOHSIKA PACIaxXHYIUCh CaMH CO00M, CJIIOBHO IIPUTTIAIAsS eT0
BOUTH. BHYTpH, CIIOBHO CBsIleHHAas cepa, BUCEN IIap, UCITYCKAOUMN HesipKul Oemnbli cBeT. ['appu
He CMYTHUJICS, OH IIPUBHIK K ITOIOOHKIM YygecaM. Bemb 3T0 OBLI BCETO JIUILL CITYyTHUK TOT'O, KTO XKUJT B
3ToM 3a0BITOM MUPE B ofrHOYecTBe. lllap MeTHYIICS BIepe[, CI0OBHO Ipuriainas [appyu mocienoBaTh
3a HUM. [[BepH C NISI3TOM 3aXJIONMHYJIKUCE, 3amedaThiBas ['appu BHYTPuU.IIpoxoas MUMO HeJeIbIX
apTedaKTOB U IPEBHUX YKpallleHuH, ['appu morpyxa’scs B MyTalollyio TUIIUHY 0co0HsIKa. Il1ap
OCTaHOBUJICS, PaCTBOPUBILIKCEH B IPOCTOPHOU TOCTUHOMU, IIOTPYKEHHOU B ITOJIyMpaK. EAMHCTBEHHBIM
MCTOYHUKOM CBeTa OBIJT IbIJIAIONIKM KaMUH. B G0JbIIIOM Kpeciie Y OTHS CHOeNT MyK4YHWHa, OT KOTOPOTO
MCXO[UIa MOIHAs Marudeckasa aypa. — Mepinusa! — npo4ucTuB ropio, npoussec ['appu, nogxonsa K
Kpeciy.YepTHl nuila MyK4YUHb ObITA OJIeIHEBI 107, BOPOHO-YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, @ B TOTYOLIX I'1a3zax
TOpeJ TaKoW CBET, 4TO maxe [JlaMOnmop mo3aBumoBas Obl. B Bomocax MyKYKHBI ITPOTIISIIbIBAIIN
pemkue cenble mpsiou. Ecmu Obl ['appy He 3HAT HUYETO JIy4Ile, OH OBl TOJyMaJl, YTO MyKYKMHA
crapeet. Ho 3T0 OBI7I0 HEBO3MOKHO, OH He [OJIKeH OblI CTapeTh.— ['appH... — MyKUKMHA YIILIOHYIICS,
u [appy MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK ero HamlpsixKeHue crafgaeT. Yibioka MepnuHa Bcerpa o0afana Takou
CHUJIOM, YTO MOTJIa pa3BesiTh Jo0yio TbMy. — CKOJIBKO pa3 5 JOJIXKEeH MPOCUTh TeOs He UCII0Ib30BaTh
3TO IIPO3BHUIIE? — IPOMIOIXKUI Mep/uH, ero rojioc OblJT MATKKUM, HO BITIACTHBIM. — MeHs 30BYT
Mupnnoua Ompuc.— Tak Tebs HA3kIBAIOT BOIIIEOHEIE TIONU, CTAPUK, — YIPSIMO BO3PA3UIl
Fappu.MepnuH B3noxHYI.— [la, MOS MaTh Ha3bklBajla MEHS TakK U3-3a MOeM HeOORIKHOBEHHOM CHUJIBI. —
Maruu, TH UMeells B BUny? — ['appu KUBHYJI, He CKphIBas HeJOyMeHUs. — 4 BCe ellle He TIOHUMAIO,
IIOYeMYy THI IIPEATIOUNTAEIIb CTOSITh B CTOPOHE U HaOJII0aTh, KaK PYIIMTCS MUP BOJIIEOHMKOB, KOTa
MoT OBl TOMOYb. THI MOTYIIIECTBEHHEE BCEX BOJNIIEOHNKOB U BEIbM BMECTE B3ATHIX. YePT, Thl
HACTO/IPKO MOTYILIECTBEHEH, YTO OOIBIIMHCTBO NIofel CYUTaT Te0ss MU(DOM UIH... NN
6oxectBoM!— {1 yxke rosopun, 'appu, MeHs 3TO He KacaeTcs. Baur mup 6osbllle He TPUHAIIEKUT
MHe. C Te4eHueM BpeMeHU OH MCIIOPTHUIICA U CTaJl BOHATH JIIOAbMHU, CIIALIKOM XKaXKAYIIUMU BJIaCTH.
Moe pelieHne XKUTh B MUpPE HEU3MEeHHO. Moe efuHCTBEHHOE XeJlaHue — IIepefaTh BaM CBOU
3HaHUA.['appy HaCMeIIMBO XMBIKHYJI.— Bce paBHO TH He IIpefCTaBIIfA€elb, YTO JejlaTh CO CBOUM
6eccmeptueM. Tl MOT OB TPABUTH BCEM BOJIIEOHEIM MUPOM OOHUM B3MaxoM PYKHU. Tsl MOT ObI CHOBA
00beOUHUTD BONIIEO6HUKOB. Ho BMecTo 3TOro oHu pa3dpocaHs! 1Mo rpymnnaM. CBeTibLe, TEMHEIE,
cephle, MaruyecKue CyIlecTBa, OTHeleHHbIe 0T cebe mogo6HbIX. M Bce M3-3a TBOETO
HEBEXECTBEHHOI'0 yIIPIMCTBa. TOJIBKO IOCMOTPUTE, KaK BBl HECUACTHBI, KUBS B 3TOM OIPOMHOM
0COOHSIKEe THICSYU JIET, He UMes HUKOT0, KpOMe TOTO CBATOTO 37IEMEHTasIsI, KOTOPOTro Bhl Ha3bIBaeTe
CkunoMm.— Tl CIUIIKOM MOJIOM, YTOOH IIOHSTh MO0 cUTyaluio, 'appu. beccMepTue He n36aBUT Te0S
OT 3a00T... JIy4llle He CTPEMUTHCS K HEMY... BpeMsi cTapeeT, UCTOPUS IIOBTOPSIETCS, a Meu
IIPOOOIKaeT MUTAThCSA. BeCKOHEUHBIN IIUKJI, KOTOPBIM HUKOTa He IpeKpaTuTcA... U BoT, 10
IIPOLIECTBUY CTOJILKUX JIeT, 6eCCMEPTHEe CTaJI0 MOCTYIIHO TeM, KTO 00/1aflaeT JOCTAaTOYHBIM
KOJINYeCTBOM 3HaHUU. Ho OHM J0OMBAIOTCS €ro ypOmIUuBEIMU criocob6amu, ['appu, Uy TPATST CBOIO
JKU3HL Ha KccilenoBanus.— Bel umeete B Buny Hukosmaca ®namens, alxuMuKa, CO3LaBIIETO
KonpmoBckoit kameHnb. OH ¥ €ro XKeHa MPoXKuu 0ojee 1mecTd BeKoB.— [la, OHU CIIOMalu
npegHavYepTaHHYI0 UM Cyab0y, n30exkaB KOHIIA, mpeapelrneHHoro CMepThio. TOMBKO Te, KTO XKUBET
BEYHO, MOTYT Y3HaTh, HACKOJILKO KECTOKUM MOXKeT ObITh 6eccmepTue. IIpoiimeT HeMHOTO BpEMEeHH,
OHM HAYHYT XkKeJlaTb cMepTu. CMepTh 6e3KaloCTHO YKPAAeT UX OYIIHN, ¥ CO BpeMeHeM OHU
paccTa”yTCs C HallUM MUPOM U OTIIPaBATCA B CJIeAyollee nyTellecTBre. MepliuH IPUIyPUICH,
T4 Ha ToApocTKa. ['appu He MOT COBUHYTHCA C MecTa. ETo roysosa 3acThljia, 3aCTaBiIsAs €ro
CMOTpPEThL B OTHEHHO-TOJTyObIe I'1a3a MeparHa. OmHUM IIPOCTHIM B3TJISIAOM OH NUIui ['appu



CIIOCOOHOCTH IBUTAThCS, YHUUTOXKUII €T0 CUJTYy BOJIM U BCe ero HaflexXaul.— 4 3amperaio Tebe UCKaTh
6eccmepTust, [appu. f caM mPOXKUI CIUIIKOM H0T0, 6e3HafeKHO Habmogas 3a TeM, KakK yMUPAiOT
JIIONIY, KOTOPBIX S Y3HAJ ¥ 0 KOTOPHIX 3a00Tuicsa.— beccMepTue MHe He MOOXOOUT. Y MEHS HET K
HEMY HUKAKOTO XKeJlaHUs, CTApUK... — OCBOOOOUBIIIMCE OT CBOETO CTATYelom00HOT0 MOI0XKEHHUS,
[appu 3ambxancs. — A Kak BooOIlle BRITJISITUT TBOS UCTOpUsi? OmHaXKOH Thl CKa3ajl MHE, YTO
Kamenot Ovin 9ygecHBIM MecToM. TaMm o0a Mupa KU BMecTe, BepHo? Kak ke Takas OrpoMHas
CTpaHa, KakK KaMenoT, Tak JIerko pacnasnach Ha JlereHas? Kak... Kak ymep Takoi 6ecCMepTHHIN
YyeJioBeK, Kak Koposb ApTyp? C TOUKM 3pEHUs JIOTUKHU, 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO. TH CKa3al MHeE, 4YTO 00pe
feccMepTHe TOTA Xe, KOTHa ¥ OH, HO S HUKOTHAa He 3aAyMbIBaJICS, KaK THl €T'0 IOJTYYnII, O CUX
nop.MepnuH HEKOTOPOe BpeMs CUfIe]l MOT4a, ITpexkae YeM 3ar0BOPUTh.— ITO OBIJIO TaK aBHO... U
BCe XKe KaXeTcs, YTO 3TO OBIJIO TOILKO BUepa. Mbl ¢ ApTypoM... HaM flapoBayiu 6ecCMepTHe Te, KTO
Ha3kBasl cebs [IpeBHUMHU. MHe Oblla JapoBaHa Marusi, a ApTypy — OkckanuOyp. Ho Bpems ymepo,
u Kamenot toxe. Te, y Koro He OBIJI0O Maruu, BOCCTaNu, ¥ ApTypa IIpefan ero COOCTBEHHBIN HAPO[.
OH y4acTBOBaJ B BOWHe, yOUBasi CBOM HApOM COOCTBEHHBEIMU PYyKaMH. OTO OCTABUJIO TTIyOOKUM IIpam
B ero cepare. OH MpuKa3aj CBOEMY IIOCTIeIHEMY BepPHOMY ciiyre OpocuTh KCKanubyp B 03epo... U
10 Cel IeHb 9TO 03ePO0 TaK M He HaWfeHo. [Jaxke C ITOMOIIBIO BCeM MOel Maruu MHe ObIJIO 0TKa3aHo.
Korga 9xckanuOyp maBHO uc4es, OH yHeC ¢ coboit u 6eccmeptue ApTypa. OH norub, 0CTaBUB MeHS
cTpagaTh OT 6eccMepTHsl B ODUHOYECTBE...— THl He MOT IOJTy4YuTh OeccMepTHe C IIOMOIIbI0 Maruy,
BeIb TH 00J1afjas €10 C CaMOT0 POXAEHUs, KaK U BCe OCTajIbHbIE BoJeOHuKY. Ho uepe3 3HaHUA
npeBHUX... — ['appu HaxMypuJ 6POBHU, ITOKA €Tr0 MO3T JTUXOPAA0YHO PaboTall, MHITasiCh YIOBUTh
IIOATEKCT TaKOM UCTOPUU. — THI XOUellb YMePeTh, KaK KOpoiab APTyp, He Tak nu? OTmnaBas MHE CBOU
3HaHU, Tl HAUMHAEIIL CTapeTh, KaK BCe OCTaJibHBIE. THl HAPYIIU IIpaBuila, He Tak nu? [IpeBHUE
npegocTeperanu Te6s1, [appu, HUKOTTa He KacaThCAd 3TOU Maruu. Temneps 00paTHOTO IIyTH HET, U
BpeMs HEYMOJIMMO [IBUKeTCs Brieped. Tebe 0CTanoCk... TpU, MOXKET ObITh, IIIECTh JIET? — MPOLIENTal
MepnuH, ero B3rs OB IOJTOH TPYCTU. — THI IIJTAHUPOBA 3TO C CAaMOT0 Hayasa, He Tak u? C TOro
MOMEHTA, KaK BCTpeTusl MeHsA?l'appy B3APOTHYJI, CJIOBHO OT yaapa MojHuu. — K10 s, Mepnur? TBou
nanay? f usydan 3Ty Maruio, 4ToOHl JOKa3aTh POOUTENISIM, YTO OHU OBUIM HENpaBhl, KOTAa
npeHebperany MHOM, a He IJIsl TOT0, YTOOBI KOTO-TO YOMBATh! — B €T0 I'0JI0CE CIIBIIIAIach IPOCTh. —
Ecnu 51 u Oyny yOuBaTh, TO TOIBKO [AJIS TOTO, YTOOHI 3al[UTUTH T€X, KTO MHe [IOPOT, a He pafu
cOOCTBEHHOM BHITOfIbL.— VIMEHHO TI03TOMY 51 PELINI IlepefiaTh CBOU 3HaHUs Tebe, TOKa BpeMs He
YHECJI0 MeHsI, — MepnuH yneIOHYIICS, B €ro Ia3ax YUTaaoch Iiybokoe MoHuMaHue. — 91
6maromapeH, uto BctpeTun Teb6si, [appu.— Tl cusgtun, ctapuk? He myTtu co MHO#! — ['appu HE MOT
IIOBEPUTDH CBOMM yIIaM. — f u3ydas Maruio TOJIBKO [JJIg TOT0, YTOOHI II0Ka3aTh POJUTENSIM, KAKUM
MOTYIIIECTBEHHEIM g MOTY OBITh. {1 He Oymy YYUTHCS, — OH IIOBTOPUJI 3TO CJIOBO C IOOYEPKHYTON
PEIIUTENBHOCTHIO, — He OYAY YYUTHCS, €CNU LIeHOM 3TUX 3HaHUM OyeT Ybs-TO XKU3Hb! — €ro ronoc
IpoXKaJj OT rHeBa. — ¢ Mpu3Halo, YTO MHOTAA MOTY OBITh IPUAYPKOM, — OH CHeJas may3y, — JIafiHo,
6onbmuM npupypkoMm! — HO g He KecTokui! Thl He Tak Mynp, Kak Tebe KaxkKeTcs... TH IIPOCTO
6e3ymen!— IIpaBoa? — BKIMHUJICS MepIrH, ero rojioc OblJT CIIOKOEH, CJIOBHO OH He 3aMedall 6ypH
SMoIMi, Oy1Iyioieir BOKPYT Hero.— YTo TH uMeelb B BUAy? — ['appu OBITT pacTepsiH, ero
camooObyafaHue PyLUINIoCh Ha Tla3ax.— 3a BCe TOfbl, UTO 5 IPOXKUI, — MepauH IpogoixKann
CIIOKOMHO, — 5T HUKOT{Ia He BHUOEJI, YTOOB MaJIbYUK TPEHUPOBAJICS 10 U3HEMOXKEHHUS KaXK[Ibli TeHb
cBoer XKu3HU. Jlaxke s caM He 0071a[1al0 TAaKOH PEIIMMOCTEI0. Thl OUeHb TaJaHTIUBLEIN MaIb4uK,
T'appu. 4 B Tebe He coMHeBaioCh. CKaxu MHE BOT 4TO, ['appH... MEeNUCTBUTENIBHO JIM 9TO MOTHB TBOEH
petuMocTu? YToOH BEI3BATh COXKaJleHHe y poguTesnei? Minu, BO3MOXKHO, TH KakKOellh UX 0000peHNs
Oonbie, 4eM AyMaelrb?'appyu Hanpsrcs, He 0XKUAas TaKOro OTBeTa. Ero 1afloHu CTaliu TUIKUMU OT
nota.— He oTputai cBoux 4yBcTB, [appu, — Mep/iuH CIOBHO IPOYUTAJI €T'0 MBICTTH. — B riybune
OyIIN TH BCE eIe KOEITh, XKaXaelllb UX PacnoyioXeHus. Pa3se 1 He npaB?— 3aTKHUCH! 3aTKHUCE,
3aTKHUCH, 3aTKHUCH! — Kpuyasn ['appH, ero Kynaku gpoxanu. MepiuH ocTaBaiCsi HEBO3MYTHMEBIM, HE
oOpailasi BHIMaHUS Ha €T0 BCIHIIKY. — YTO TH 3HAEIIh, CTapUK? OTO He TH KaxXK[blil IeHb B IETCTBE
OCTaBaJICSl OMUH B CBOEM KOMHATe, He XkKeJlasg Hu4ero, Kpome o0bATHIM coOCTBeHHOM MaTepu! T He
TOT pebeHOK, KOTOPOTo OTell HUKOTHa He Y4usl jeTaTh Ha MeTie! TBosi coGCTBEHHas MaTh T00uia



Te0s1! THl Maxke HUKOTMA He BCTPEYAJICS CO CBOMM OTIIOM, TIOTOMY YTO OH JII06MJ TEOST TaK CUIIBHO,
YTO MOXKEPTBOBa pagu Te0s1 cBoel xku3Hbio! He ynTait MHe HOTAUUM, KakK OYATO TH 3HAEIh, KAKOBO
aTo! MHe myeBaTh, CKOJILKO JIET THI IIPOXKUJI, CTAPHUK, THl NOJIKEH IIePeXKUTh MOH, IIPexKe 4eM
BBITIJIEBLIBATH CJI0Ba 00 aToM!['appu TSXKeJo [bIIal, ero IPyab B3bIMalach U OycKanachk. Briino
IIPUSTHO BHIIYCTUTHL BCE HAPYXKYy, BEICBOOOAUTE BCIO Ty arOHKIO, KOTOpasi CKpPhIBaiach Imy00Ko
BHYTPH HETO0, B OJHOM ObIXaHWU. EMy GBbIJTO BCE paBHO, YTO YEJTOBEK, HAa KOTOPOT'0 OH TOJIHKO YTO
Hakpu4das, OB, BO3MOXKHO, CAaMbIM MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM CYIIIECTBOM Ha IjlaHeTe. HaKoHEeU-To OH
BEITIJIECHYJT HA KOT'0-TO CBOE pa3odyapoBaHue. ['1a3za MepiuHa onevaauinch OT IIPefCTaBIIEro epes
HUM 3penuina.— Jla, TH IIpaB, ['appu. f He UCHHITHBAN...— XBaTUT, — IIpepBal ero ['appu, ero romoc
OBLIT TUXMM, HO TBEPOBRIM. — $1 IIpHUIIeNT ciofa He [JIST TOro, YTOOL BECTH C TOOOM BEXK/THUBLIE OECemHl.
Ecnu TH XO4Uelb Pa3i0kKUThCS B HUYTO — IYCTh OyeT Tak. ITO TBOM BHIOOD, ¥ MHE aOCOJIOTHO BCE
PaBHO, 4TO TH BEIOepelnsb. Kak TH yKe cKa3aJl, s He IIOHUMA, YTO Takoe 6eccMepTrie. MepnuH
BEPHYJI B3TJIAA K OrHI0. — O4eHb xopoino. HUKTO 13 Hac He CMOXKET CTEPETH TO, YTO OBIIO CHeNaHo.
ThI MOJTXKEH MOATOTOBUTLCS, ['appH, IOTOMY UTO CIeyOlLIue qBa MecsIa Thl Oyaenrs 04eHb MHOTO
paboTaTh.— 4 rOTOBIIIO CBOE TEJIO C BOCHMU j1eT. IMeHHO 1M03TOMY g Tak IIPEBOCXOIHO UT'Palo B
KBUAOWY.— A, TOT caMbIli BUJ CTIOPTa, KOTOPHIH OblsT ©300peTeH Ois...— [ JIs IOXKUIOr0 YeJoBeKa Thl
TPOCTO 060Kaelrb TPATUTh BpeMs Ha 00JITOBHIO, HE TaK JIM, CTapuHa? — ['appu ycMexHycs. MepnuH
nevanabHO MOoAXKas ry0wl ¥ mpobopMoTan npo cebsa: — OH HanoMuHaeT MHe ApTypa. ToT obpamancs
CO MHOM Kak co cafakoM, He yBaxaJl MeHsI, KOTfia s cTaj ero ciayrou...Hu ¢ Toro Hu ¢ cero Mepnux
IIOJHSIJICS C Kpecya, BHe3allHO II0YYBCTBOBAB ce0st 04eHb cTapeiM. — HeTeprmenue — 3To rubens...OH
IIPOIOJIKUII JIEKIUIO, ¥ ["'appu TPOMKO 3aCTOHAJ, OTTOHSIS €T0 OT cebsi. Best 3710CTh, HeTaTUBHEIE
SMOIIMHM U flaBJleHNe, HAMlOIHSBIINE KOMHATY paHee, OBLIM IIOJTHOCTEIO 3a0BITH, KOTT]a HaCTaBHUK
TTPOMOIKUI CBOIO Pe4yb. Mep/IuH yNIbIOHYJICS CBOEMY eIUHCTBEHHOMY yueHuKy. [la, [appu GBI Ipas.
9T0 OBIJIO €T0 HaMEPEHUEM C CaMOT0 Hayasa.
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