"Jlrouunyc, - pe3ko oTBeTua 0OH. OH MpoaHaIW3uPOBal BHEIIHUY BUA MOJIO[OT0 YeJI0BeKa, OTMETUB,
YTO Ha HeM OblJla MpeKpacHasl YepHasi MaHTHS, YKpallleHHAs! CBePKAIOIIUMU CepeOpsSHBIMU
3actexxkamu. OH OBIT 07eT HeOOBIYaliHO HAPSIHO, YYUTHIBASI MECTO U ITOTOAY.

"¢ pam, uTo BB IPUOLLIH, - cKa3an Jlronuyc. CeBepyc UMHUYHO IPUTIONHSI OPOBB.

"TIpaBma? 4 cuuTas, yTo OoJblle He JOCTOUH Balllero fefa. BUxKy, s ocTancs B CTOPOHE OT BaIlUX
YIOTHBIX IIOCULEJIOK 3TUM YyTPOM".

JTroluyc yCroKauBalollle IoJI0XKUT PyKy Ha 1mnedo CeBepyca, Ho CeBepyC HeJJOBOIbHO TOMOPIIUJICS.
OTO NTUIIb 3aCTaBUIIO JI0IKyca YILIOHYTHCS eIlle IIHpe.

"Uro?" TpeboBaTenbHO cripocuin CeBepyc.

"Trl, KOHEYHO, 3HAEIIb, YTO TBOM KPOBHBEIA CTATyC HECKOJIBKO IIOPTUT TBOKO PeNyTanuio?" cKa3al
Jlionmyc. CeBepyc OTpearupoBas Ha ero CJioBa C SIBHOM HaIMEHHOCTHIO, HO JIIoIuyc 06/1eT4eHHO
paccMmesics.

"He Bomnny#cs Tak, CeBepyc! 1 3Halo 0 TBOeM TajaHTe U 60raTCTBE 3HAHUIM, KOTOPHIE TH IPUOOpEN B
CTOJIb YBJIEKATENIbHEIX chepax Maruu, u s roBopui 00 aTom TemHoMy Jlopay. OH LIEHUT MOe MHEHUE
M CKJIOHHOCTb 3aMedaTh TaJlaHTH, ¥ II03TOMY 51 BOOUJICS M7 BacC IUYHOM aygueHIuu ¢ TeMHBIM
Jlopmom. OH mpu3Ha Ballly IpeJaHHOCTh; OH OKKAJI, 4YTO B IPHUETe CIofia 110 COOCTBEHHOU BoJe",
- nogbanmpusan Jiouuyc.

CeBepyc IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0 CepJlle HeTepIeauBo 3a0umock. Ka3anoch, YTo ero HeoXHUIaHHO
TIOMIBEPTJIN MCIIEITAHWIO, ¥ OH ero yxke mpoines. braromaps JIoiuycy K HeMy CTalu OTHOCHTBCS Haxke
Gosee BEICOKO, YeM K ero OQHOKYpPCHHMKaM. CeBepyca 0OXBaTHUIIO YYBCTBO BHHBI, KOTMIa OH IOHSIT, YTO
HeIpaBUIbHO IyMar o Jlouuyce.

"Cnacubo, - oTpeIBUCTO Impu3Han CeBepyc.

JIomuyc CKJIOHWII TOJIOBY ¥ poBoaui ero B "KabGanbio ronosy". "OH xKOeT".

CeBepyc IepecTyIu IOPOT U BOIIEN B TEMHYIO, MPa4yHYyI0 KOMHATY. B 9T0 BpeMs CyTOK 31ech OBLIO0



JOBOJIBHO IIYCTO, HO B YI'JIY CUEJI0O HECKOJIEKO BECbMa COMHUTEJIBHBIX JINYHOCTEMH, KOTODPEIE JINCTAJIA
KaKOH-TO MaHYCKDPHIIT, CHpHTaHHBIfI 3a CTOIKOH IIYCTHIX CTAKAHOB, da BCKJIOKOYEHHA IIaPa
BOJIIIIEOHUKOB Wrpajia B KapPTEI Ha Ky4y I'aJIeOHOB, PA3JI0ZKEHHBIX ME€2XKNy HUMU Ha CTOJIe, IIOTATruBad
OrHEHHO€ BHCKH.

"M&1 HeHagonro", - oopaTuscs Jlrouuyc K 6apMeHy, Hanpasinsas CeBepyca K apke B 3afjHEN YaCTH
naba. Cemoboponsiii MyK4urHa OKHHYJT CeBepyca B3TJIAN0M, II0CNie Yero KUBHY U BEPHYJICS K
IIPOTOHY ITaphl HEYIIPaBIISIEMBIX KO3 M3-3a CTOUKH.

OHY NOOHSANMUCH 110 IIaTKOU JEePEeBIHHOU JIECTHUIIE U BHIIIIX Ha MJIOIIAAKY, C KOTOPOU OTKPHIBAJIOCH
HECKOJIBKO ABepei. JIIonnyc yKa3al Ha caMylo AalibHIOW, K KOTOpor CeBepyc MeAJIEeHHO MOLLeI,
0CO3HaBas KaXABI CBOU B3[OX U Kaxpoe ABMKeHUe. OH 3agaBajiCsl BOIPOCOM, IToYyeMy TeMHBIN
Jlopn pemnn HOXAaThCS UMEHHO €T0, IIeCTHAALaTUIETHETO [T0OIYKPOBKY, HEIIOMYISIPHOTO U He
00J1afIaloIero HA BHEITHOCTHIO0, HM 60raTCTBOM, KOTOPOE MOXKHO OBIII0 OB MPUIKCATh K €70 UMEHH.
HaBepnsika y TemHoro Jloppga 6b110 MHOTO BaxXKHBIX Oejl... [JomxkHa Oblyia OBITh 0YEHb BecKas
IPUYHHA, I0YEeMY OH PEIInI JOXKAAThCS ero, KOTrfa eCTh BePOSTHOCTh, UYTO OH BOOOIIe HUKOTa He
npuper... Yro Jlromuyc ckasasn o HeM? Ho cripaimuBaTh OBLIO yKe MO3HO: JIIOINYC BHITSHYJICS IEepef
HUM, 4YTOOHI JIETOHBKO MTOCTy4aTh B ABepb. OH HafessCcs, YTO CMOXKET OIllpaBAaTh 0XKUAaHUS TeMHOTro
Jlopza, Befib eMy COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO HE XOTEJIOCh HaBleyhb Ha ce6s ero THEeB. YTo Obl OH HU UMeJI B
BU[y, KOTIa CaMOMOBOJILHO IIeCTBOBAN K "KaOaHbel ronoBe", 9T0 TOYHO He Oblna MUYHas ayJIueHInus
¢ camuM TemHBIM Jlopgom!

3acoB Ha OBEPHU HEOXKUIAHHO IIEJIKHYII, KaK OYATO KTO-TO B KOMHATE CHSIJI C HEro 3alupalolime
yaphl, 1 JIIOIKUYC TOJIKHYJI CTapylo ABephb. CeBepyc TOPOUICS TEM, YTO ero BhIenuiu 0co60, HO OH
ObLI ellle He HAaCTOJIKO rOpf, YTOOLI CUMTATh, UTO He MOfiBEPKeH THEBY TeMHoro Jlopaa, 0 KOTOpOM
OH CIIBIIIIAJI HEMAaJIO yKacalIluX paccka3oB. CeBepyc TakxkKe 3HaJ, 4TO TeMHbIU JIopA - HCKYCHBIN
JlerunuMeHC, ¥ OH OBI IIOJIOH PEIIMMOCTH He I03BONTUTh TemHoMy JIopay HAlTH B €0 CO3HAHUU
YyTO0-1160, YTO MOTJIO OBl YIMYUTE €T0 WK, UTO elle xyxKe, JIumu. Torga oH peurun OYUCTUTh CBOM
pPasyM u IOTPY3UThCSA B TEMHOE, ITPOXIagHoe cocTossHue OKKITIOMEHITNY, YTOOB OTPaiuTh CBOU
MEBICTTA ¥ BOCIIOMHUHAHMS OT BCeNpoHuKalolen Jlerunumennuu Temuoro Jlopmaa.

OH ycmen Kak pa3 BoBpeMs. JIIOIyc yKe BOIIes B KOMHATY, HaMepeBasch IPUCTYNIUTH K
npefcTaBieHuaM. "MUnops, - cka3ajl OH, HU3KO CKJIOHUBIINCH B TOT00O0CTPaCTHOM MOKJIOHE, -
Cesepyc CHeumn".

CeBepyc Bollel B TYCK/IYI0 KOMHATY, X €T0 B3IJIST ylal Ha BEICOKYIO (DUTYDPY, CUIYSTOM CTOSIIIYIO Ha
bore kaMrHa. CTaBHU 3aKpHIBaIX OKHA, He II03BOJISASI HEBHOMY CBETY IPOHUKATh CKBO3b I'PSA3HOE
CTEKJIO; e0UHCTBEHHBIY CBET UCXOAUJI OT OBYX MeplLalux Opa U yracawouiero orad. [laxe
OKyTaHHBIM TeHblo, TeMHBIN Jlopa o0nafan BHYIINTEIbHOM, TyTalollell BHEITHOCTHIO, KOTOPYIO
MO2KHO ObIJI0 cpa3y y3HaTh. CeBepyC yCTaBUIICS Ha HENOOBUKHYI0 QUTYPY, 3aTauB JbIXaHUE 0XKUAAS
moboro Mpr3HaKa y3HaBaHUS, HO ero He Obl10. Ero Monmyanue OwIIO elrle 6oee MyraiommM, 4eM
roJoc.



Opnako Jlrouxyc He 06paTHl BHUMaHUS HA TaKOM IIPUeM U MOBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI 3aKPHITh [IBEDS,
OpOoCUB IIpU 3TOM OCTPHIH B3TJIsAx Ha CeBepyca. CeBepyc YONOPHO MOKJIOHUIICS. "Munopg, -
OCTOPOKHO NPOU3HEC OH, 00BSABIISASI O CBOEM IIPUCYTCTBUU.
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