[Tomoxmure.

BommeMOpT 3aCThII B Kpeciie, IMUPOKO PACKPHIB ri1a3a oT notpscenus. Het. Het, 3TOoro He MOXKeT
ObITh. Ero pa3ym 3aberas, coeilHSIS BCe YIUKH, KOTOPhIE OH paHbllle YIIyCKall, U y2Kac OXBaTHUII €To,
KOT[la KapTHHA OKOHYATEJIbHO MMPOSICHUIIACH.

OH cpenan ManbuMKa CBOMM KpecTpaxeM. IMeHHO M03TOMY OH MOT UyBCTBOBATh €r0 SMOLIUU U
OKa3bIBaTh CTOJIb 3HAUYUTEIbHOE BIUSHNE Ha €T0 pa3yM. JTO TakXKe 00bSICHAIO0, II0YeMy LIpaM Tak U
He 3aXKWI U [T0UeMy HUKTO [I0 CUX IIOp He YAalIuI 3aJI0KeHHYI0 B Hero Maruio. ENVHCTBeHHBIH
croco6 u3BIEYb XOPKPYKC U3 KUBOTO KOHTENHEPA - YHUUTOXHUTD €T0, U, OYeBUIHO, HUKTO He
cobupascst youBate Manburka-KoTOpHIN-BEIKUI TOMBKO [JI TOTO, YTOOHI YIAIUTh...

...HeT, 3To OBIJI0 He coBceM TOYHO. [laMOIiop HaBepHsiKa yOui Okl Manbuuka, eCclid OBl 3TO 136aBUII0
nopma BommeMopTa OT OHOTO U3 €T0 XOPKPYKCOB. CTapUK MOT GBITH HOBOJIBHO CyMAacCIIEeAIINM, HO OH
Takke OBIT JOCTATOYHO 30PKKUM, YTOOB PACIIO3HATh B MalbyiKe XOPKPYKC. boxe MepmnuH, 3T0
03Hay4aso, 4To [lamMOiImop 3Ham 0 cBoux KpecTpaxax! OH 3HAJI 0 HUX yKe MHOTO jieT!

Ho, KoHeYHO ke, OH [oXKeH ObIJI YTO-TO IIOYYBCTBOBATD, €CJIM OBl CTaPUK YHUYTOXKHUII OCTajbHEIE? B
3TOT pa3 OH TOYHO YTO-TO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KOTHA KTO-TO YHUYTOXKMUII €T0 HelIpeTHaMePEHHBIN
XOPKPYKC B Manbuuke [ToTTepe.

BonmeMopT cpenan nmay3y, ounilas pa3yM OT MaHUKU. Eciu ero KkpecTpax OB YHUUTOXKEH, He
03HaYaeT JIM 3TO, YTO KTO-TO YOUI Manb4yuiiKy? Ha KOpOTKOe BpeMsi OH ITOUyBCTBOBAJI IPUJIUB
pasmgpaxKeHus - MaIbuuK OBIJI ero yOuiIeH, - Ho 3aTeM ero CMeHu I HeyBepeHHHIN TpuyMd. Heyxenu
BCe KOHYeHO? HeyKenu ManbyuIlKa, COTJIACHO IIPOPOYECTBY, MOJIKEH OBl TOOENUTh €To, He
ToIIeBeIUB U MasnblieM? OH Ioj1aras, YTOo IOTePs OMHOT'0 U3 ero KpecTpaxkei Oblia mprueMaeMon
11eHoM 3a cMepTh [ToTTepa. OH [oMKeH OBIT BRISICHUTH, KTO YOUI MalbyuKa, 1 BOZHATPAUTD UX.
KoneuHo, 1ocyie Toro, Kak OH UX HEMHOT'0 IIOMYy4YaeT; OH SCHO faJl MOoHATh [ToXKupaTensiM CMEPTH,
4yTO cMepTh [loTTepa IpUuHaAIeKUT eMy.

OH TOIBKO-TOIBKO T03BOIUN cele yIbIOHYThCS YCIIeXy, KOra ero Yaphl BCIILIXHYIIHM, BO3BEIAs 0
npubsITUN MacTepa 3enui u mnuoHa CeBepyca. Ero ynbibKa cTana elile mupe: oueBuaHo, CeBepyc
TIPUIIIENI C HOBOCTSIMHU O MaJIbYHIIKe - HaJeloCh, OH XOTeJ COOOUIUTh My, YTO MaJIbYUK MEPTB, a
OpzeH B cmsiTeHuHu. ETo Xopoliee HacTpoeHKe OBIJI0 BOCCTAHOBIEHO, ¥ OH YyBCTBOBAJI ce0s
OOCTAaTOYHO BEITMKOMYIIHBEIM, UTOOH HEe pacnuHaThCs nepeq CeBepycoM 3a TO, UTO TOT sIBUJICS 6e3
peaynpexXaeHus.

OH xpman u HabMI0as, Kak ero IIMKUOH BIeTeI B KOMHATY U OIYCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHH Iiepef KPecioM,
OXKM[asi pa3pelleHus roBopuTh. Takoi xopomwuii nec, ero CeBepyc. Eciu OB TOJTBKO OCTaNIbHEIE
HUKYEeMHEIE [TOC/IeloBaTeNU BonmeMopTa pa3fesisiig ero IpegalHoCTb.

"V tebs ecth HOBOCTH, CeBepyc?" - cripocusn TeMmHbIlM JIopA, He B CHJIAaX IIOJTHOCTHIO CKPHITH CBOE
yIOBJIETBOPEHKE. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO OBIJT XOPOIINii IeHb.

CeBepyc TMIOOHSAJI TOJTOBY M YCTPEMMIJI B3TrJIfAO CBOMX YEPHBIX I'lla3 Kyda-TO 3a JIEBOeE IIJIe40



BonpemopTa. Ero mmuoH HUKOTIa He CMOTPETI MY B I'Ta3a, HO Aejaj 3TO TakK SBHO, 4YTO BommeMopT
TIOHMMaAJI, YTO 9TO CKOpee M3 yBaXKeHHUs, YeM U3 CTPaxXa, YTO €r0 MBICJIA MOTYT ObITh TPOYKUTaHEL "[Ia,
Moit JIopa", - mociemoBan ObLICTPEIN, 6€33MOIMOHANBHEIN OTBET. [[aMOIIOp MPOBEJT PUTYaAJ, O
KOTOPOM 5 TOBOPUJI MeCAI] Ha3af, U BhI3BaJl "Teposd" U3 APYroro uaMepeHus".

BongemopT Haxmypuicsi. OH ObLT YBEPEH, UTO CTapUK He MOUAET Ha 9T0. B toHOCTH BonmmeMopT
¥3y4aJl 9TOT CaMbIil PATYaJl U OCTAJICA HeNOBOJIEH BO3MOXKHBIMU pe3yinbTaTaMu. KOHEYHO, OH
MOJKeH ObIT BEI3BATh CYIIECTBO OIPOMHOM CHJTbI, COOTBETCTBYIOIIEE PSMY 3aJaHHBIX YCIIOBUM, HO B
HeM He OBIIIO HU ITYHKTa O IOBHHOBEHUU, HU [laXKe IIPUBS3KU, KOTOPAs He I103BouIa OBl CYIIECTBY
HeMe[JIeHHO 00paTUThCS IIPOTUB CBOETO IpH3biBaTesa. Het, BonmeMopT He cTas ObI IPOBOAUTD
TaKOM OIlaCHBIN PUTYAJI, ¥ OH C TPYIOM MOT IOHSTE, YTO CTAPUK OBLJI HACTOJILKO TJIYTI, YTOOH! CenaTh
3TO0.

MoxeT ObITh, eMy 0COOEHHO ITOBE3JI0, ¥ CTApPHIX AypakK Toxke ymep?

"1 Koro ke OH BhI3BaJ, CeBepyc? Ymanoch Tu eMy HalTH Teposi, KOTOPHIX mobemus Ok MeHs?"
BonpeMopT He CMOT MOJIHOCTBIO CKPBITh I0MOpa, KOTOPBIM OH MCHBITHIBAJI 110 IIOBOAY TaKOU
KoHIenimu. Ero 3abasmsno, yto [JamM6imop, oueBUAHO, OBUT TaK XkKe yBepeH B IaHcax [loTTepa Ha
ycmex, Kak 4 caM TeMHBIX JIopa.

CeBepyc 3aMelKascs, MpuBiekas K cebe mpucTanbHoe BHUMaHue BonmeMmopTta. CeBepyc CHeln He
Kojie0asncs, maxe KOrma IPUHOCHI IJIOXKMe HOBOCTH. "Mott Jlopa... f He gymato, uTo [TamMOimop
BOOOIIIe BEI3LIBAJI BOIIIEOHUKA" .

BonmeMopT HEKAK HE OTpearupoBasl Ha 9Ty HOBOCTh. OH He OBIJT HACTOJIBKO Iy, YTOOH CeaTh
BBIBOM, 4TO CeBepyc uMen B BuAY, YTo [JamOGamop BeI3Bal Maryia, Kak Obl 3a0aBHO 3TO HE Ob110. Cynst
10 HEePEIIUTeIbHOCTH CBOETO IMMIHOHA, TEMHEINA JIopa MOT maxe Mpeanoa0oXuTh, 4To JamM0Ommop Ha
CcaMOM Jiejie BEI3BaJl HEUTO HEBEPOSTHO OlMacHoe. MoxeT OBITh, CTApUK BBI3Ban JIpeBHero bora?

Ero yka3aTenbHBIN Iajell He3aMeTHO OJePruBaICs - eIMHCTBEHHEIN 3HAK, KOTOPEIM BongeMopT
1103BOJIUTI cebe, YTOO HaMeKHYTh Ha 0€CIIOKOWCTBO, BRI3BAHHOE 9TOM MHIC/TBI0. ECu OBl CTapuK
TOJIBKO YTO BRITyCTHII Ha cBeT CTtaporo Bora, BommeMopT BoCKpecun OBl €ro TPYII, YTOOK CHOBa
yOUTDb €T0 3a UOUOTU3M.

"Uto ke OH Torma Bei3Baj, CeBepyc?" HeOPEXKHO CIIPOCUIT BommeMopT, MEITasiCh COXPAHUTh HANEXKIY
Ha TO, YTO CTapuK IIPOCTO BhI3BaJl BaMIIMpa UJIKA YTO-TO B 9TOM pPOAE, @ He JeMOHa APEeBHEr0 MUpa.

Cesepyc B3goxHyI. "OHO yTBEpXKOaeT, 4To sABNIsgeTcsa CMepThio, Mou Jlopa. U 1 CKIIOHEH 3TOMY
BEPUTH".

BonpmeMopT mo4yBCTBOBAJ, KakK €ro Marus BCKOJIBIXHYJIAch B TpeBore. Eciu CeBepyc ObUI CKIOHEH BO
YTO-TO BEPUTH, TO BEPOATHOCTDb TOTO, YTO 3TO IIPaBfa, Oblsla BEICOKAa. Mep/IUHOBH sina! ITo OBLI0
ropasfno xyxe, ueM rnpocto Crapsiii bor. Ctapeié gypak Bei3Bas Cmepts? [lanbusl Bongemopra
nobeienu, KOTfa OH BLUENUJICS B Py4KHU cBoero Kpecina. He 3ps oH Ha3Ban ce6s [TonetoM otr CMmepTy,
¥ He TOJIbKO IIOTOMY, YTO 3TO OBLIO BCE, YTO OH MOT IIOJIYYUTh U3 aHAarpaMMEI CBOETO UMeHu. CMepTh



Oblza ero caMbIM OOJIBIIMM CTPAXOM; UMEHHO 13-3a He€ OH COo3[all XOPKPYKC, Korma eMy OBIJIO BCETO
IIeCTHaAIaTh, HECMOTPS Ha MHOTOYUCIEHHBIE TPENYIPEXKAEHUS U TIOCIENCTBUS, K KOTOPHIM MOXKET
IIPUBECTH Pa3PBIB OYIIU Iepel MarudeckKuM OobIIHHCTBOM. OH 00s7ICS YMepeTh C TeX Mop, Kak
noBecus Kpojuka bunmnu Cta66ca Ha CTponuiax U IMOHSJ, HACKOJIbKO XPYIIKa XKU3Hb HAa CaMOM [ieJie.
Ecnu 651 CMepTh OefCTBUTENTBHO XOOUIa 110 3eMII€. ..

"CeBepyc, 4TO ¢ 9TUM OoTpoabeM IToTTepa?" cupocun BomgeMopT, COXpaHssi POBHBIM I'OJIOC U HE
BbIJaBast HU OJHOM M3 cBOUX OypHBIX MbIciiel. "KoneuHo, [lamM6mop He cTan Obl Jep:KaTh CBOE
IIeHHOe OpyXKue B 0OO0HOM foMe co CMepThI0”.

CeBepyc Ka3asics elre 6oyiee HepeUIUTEIbHEIM. BongeMopT BHYTpeHHE 3aCTOHa. YTO Termeph MOXKET
IIOUTHU He Tak? "CMepTs, II0X0XKe, IPOABIISAET... UHTEpeC K MaJlbyullike, MUIoph. OHa ITOCTOSHHO
cnenyerT 3a HuM, u [1oTTep - eAMHCTBEHHLIN YeJIoBeK B MTab-KBapTUPE, K KOTOPOMY OHa OXOTHO
IpuKacaeTrcs".

BonpeMopT cTapaTenbHO COXPaHSI CIIOKOMHOE BhipaxeHue nula. K [ToTTepy npukocHynack CMepTh?
Yro K. ITO, KOHEYHO, 00BSICHSIET, KyMa AesCs ero Xopkpykc. CMepTh HomKHa Oblla 3aMEeTUTh, YTO OH
npunun K IToTTepy, u, CKopee BCero, HeMeieHHO ero yopana. 2Kanb. 9To 03Hayaso, YTO MaIb4uIlIKa
He TOJIbKO JXKUB ¥ HEBPeIUM, HO ¥ HAaXOAUTCA IIOJ HErJacHOU 3alllTOM efUHCTBEHHOI'0 CYILeCTBa,
KOTOpOe BonmemMopT He MOT IIPOCTO Tak IpHUKa3aTh YOUTE.

OH MoYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK K HEMY BO3BpalllaeTCs TojioBHas 60/1b, Ha 3TOT Pa3 COBEPIIEHHO 110
coOCTBEHHOH BOJIe.

"K cuacTtsio, mou Jlopg, - cHoBa Hadann CeBepyc, 0YEBUAHO, 3aMETUB BEPHYBIIIEECS II0X0€
HacCTpoeHue BongemopTa, HECMOTPS Ha €ro MOMNBITKA CKPHITh €70, - 3TO CYIIECTBO, TOX0XKe,
oTHOCUTCS K [JaMOIgopy ¢ moNHbIM Tpe3peHueM. CKopee Bcero, CMepTh He MPeArnpuMeT HUKaKUX
arpecCcUBHBIX eMCTBUY B OTHOLIEHUM Bac 0e3 yuacTus [ToTTepa - HaCKOMbKO 5 3aMeTus, CMepTs,
II0X02Ke, COBEPILIEHHO PaBHOAYIIIHA KO BCEMY YejioBeuecTBy, U [I0TTep - eqUHCTBEHHOE
HCKII0YeHne".

BonmeMopT 3aKphUI T'7la3a U YUIMIIHY Ok ce0s 3a mepeHoCculIry, eciiu Okl OHa y Hero Ovlna. BmecTo
3TOT0 OH IOTEP BUCKM, MHITASCh MTOGOPOTH MOACTYIAIOINYI0 MUTPEHB. [IpeBocxoaHo. MTak, 6pasmst
npaBieHuss CMepThi0 0Ka3aIKiCh B pyKax eIMHCTBEHHOT0 MajibynKa B Maruuyeckoir bputanuuy,
KOTOPHIN HeHaBuOen BomgeMopTa OojibIille BCeX Ha CBETE.

Pe3ko BcTaB, BommeMopT HeOpeKHEIM B3MaxOM PYKH OTCTPAHUI CBOETO CIIYTY, HaXke He
TIOTPYOUBIIKCH PACIISITH CBOETO LITHOHA 3a TO, YTO TOT SBUJICS K HEMY C TAKUMU Y2KACHBIMU
HOBOCTsIMM. OH OBICTPBIM IIAaTOM HAIIPABHUIICS K CBOEMY KaOWHETY, MBIC/IH U TIIaHbI CTPOUIIUCH U
0TOPACHIBANIMCH C PEKOPIHOM CKOPOCTHIO.

TemuebI# JIopn OBLT IO IIPaBY BEICOKOMEPEH, HO [la’ke OH He OBLT HACTONIBKO 3a0/IyKIaroMCs,
yTOOHI MyMaTh, YTO Y HETO €CTh XOTh KAKOU-TO IIaHC u36exkaTh CMEPTH UJTH UTO €T0 XOPKPYKCEHI
OyIyT XOTh YeTr0-TO CTOMTh B CTOJIKHOBEHHH C TAKUM IIPOTHBHUKOM. HOBOCTE 0 TOM, uTO CMEpPTh
3arauna 37100y Ha [JamOngopa, Oblyla MPUSATHOM, HO TOT (HAKT, YTO MasbuuK [ToTTEp 06magan TakKuM



KOHTPOJIEM Hal CYIMHOCTBIO, BEISEIBAJI CEPhE3HEIE OIIACEHU .

Iemno OBLIO B TOM, YTO, €CJTH TOJIKO €My He yIacTCs KaKuM-To oOpa3oM yOenuTs [ToTTepa He
IIOCHITIATh 3a HUM CBOET0 HOBOTO IIca, TeMHEIH JlopH, cKopee BCcero, He oXKuBeT 0o Momns.

Tak ut0. OCcTaBasoOCh TOJNHKO YTOBOPUTEH MaJIbuMKa, YbMX POOUTENEeH OH XJIaHOKPOBHO YOUII 1 KOTO
mU4YHO 6e3KaJIOCTHO TIBITAJ ¥ YHUKAJT Ha IPOTSIXKEHUHU MHOTHUX JIET, 3aKJTIOYUTh IepeEMUpPHE.
BonmeMopT co B3goxXoM MOMOABUHYII K ce0e KYCOK IepraMeHTa U YepHuU Iepo, He pagysich CBOUM
IIIaHCaM.

MoxeT ObITh, OH ITOAPUT MabuuKy bennaTpukc? B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OHa y0uIa KPeCTHOTO OTLa
MaJIb4yuKa.

B3moxHyB elne pa3, BoimeMopT IpuUIoKuUI IEPo K IepraMelTy U Havall UCcaTh.
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