TpeBoXKHOe IpeaYyBCTBHE, CIIOBHO XONOAHBIA BETED, MPOHECCS M0 3aMKY, 3aCTaB/gsd €ro Ka3aThCs
YyKUM, HETIPUBBIYHEIM. He 3Has, 4TO MeHS XK[eT, 1 HaKAHYJI MJ1alll ¥ OTIIPaBUJICA Ha pa3Bedky. He
TO, YTOOHI 5T MCKaJI IIPUKJTIOYEHUHM, HO OPOOUTE 0 3aMKY Bcerja Oblyio mpusTHO. [Iocne yTpeHHen
IPo0EeXKKHY 51 TMTONYYHUII IITOEe TUChMO 0T CKPUMAKOPA, C OUepPeqHEIM ITPUTJIallleHUueM MONY4YUTh
"Harpapgy" 3a momoirb. Kak 6bI X0Tenock, 4ToOk 9T0 OblIa IIPOCTO Yalllka Kode, a He ouepeqHon
nonutudeckuu papc! Anpdyc coobmun, uto [xeiiko0 HoTT, 3amogo3puB, 4To €ro cief BeOeT K
A3kabany, Hauas pa30packiBaThCs IeHbraMu, IIBITAsICh OTMBITh CBOIO PeIyTanuio. Moux CioB ObLIO
HEJ0CTAaTOYHO, YTOOH! IIOCAAUTh €ro 3a pereTky, a CKpUMOKOP BHUOe JINIIL MAacKy, He 3aMedast
WUCTHHHOTO Nuiia. [IKeiko0, pa3yMeeTcsi, OTPUIIAI CBOIO TPUYACTHOCTD - KTO XK€ IMPU3HAETCS B TAKOM
npectynneHun Jo6poBobHO? Ix0 KBUppena, ClI0BHO MPU3pakK, IIPOHECIOCh MUMO MEHS, U g
o0epHyncs. OH mepzarl Majao4ykKy, ero JUI0 BhpaXkaio TpeBory. [lanoyka... HapucoBaHHasA? 5
OTJISIOENICST: HUKOTO. 3HAYUT, OH He coOMpasics UCIOIb30BaTh €€ IMPOTUB KOTro-To. [10XKaB myieyamu, s
OBUHYJICS clemoM. MoxeT, oH mpecienyetT [Tus3a? Mnu, MoxkeT ObiTh, Llepbep, mobumerr Xarpupa,
CBHECT ero Ha TpeTheM 3Taxke? Anwbyc, CHen, CrpayT, MakI'onaramn u ®IUTBUK HeJaBHO OBIITH
30ech... ¢ 3epkanoM. KameHb B 3epkane. UHTepecHO... 4 OTKPHUI ABephb. 3BYKU ap(dbl, TUXUE U
MeJIaHXOJIMYHEBIEe, 3aI0JIHUIIK Kopugop. OrpoMHasi cobaka MAPHO crajna. 9xo KBupperia IpoHUKIIO B
3aKPHITHIN JIIOK 1107 jIanoi. [1ocTaB majodKy U3-M0f IIallla, S JIEBUTUPOBAJI JIally, OCTOPOXKHO
OIyCTUB €€ Ha MecCTo. TsgxKelasd OBepb MOAHSANACh Jerdye, 4eM g 0XKUAasl, U My3blKa CMOJIKIIa, Koraa 5
IIPOCKOJIB3HYI B IIpoeM. [IBeph 3aXJIOMHYJIACh, U ST HAJIOKUIT Yaphl, YTOOBI 3aMEeIIUTh IafgeHHe.
CnoMaTh HOTY B TaKOM CUTYallUU - He caMoe nydlnee pemieHue. 2Keino0 BEIOPOCHIT MeHS Ha TI07I,
YCTIIaHHBIH BBHIKXKEHHBIMU PaCTeHUSIMU. [IepBHIM, UTO yIapHUIoO MeHs B HOC, OB 3amax - CJIOBHO
BapeHas PBOTa, OCTaBlIeHHas B MKady Ha Mecsl. KBUppens cnemmus, 1, I0X0Xe, IoAXKeT
IpsiBonibckue cunku. ITpodeccop CrnpayT noTpaTuia Hemenau, YTOOL TIEPEHECTH UX clofa. 2Kemnast
IIOCKOpee yOpaThCs OT 3TOT0 3JI0BOHUS, ST OPOCHUIICS K OBepu. BCé 9T0 yKe Ka3anoch 3JI0BEIINM, a
TeTeph CTaso elle xyxe. Crabblil CTPEKOT CTAHOBUIICS BCE I'POMUYe, TTOKa S IIPOXOOHI Yepe3 IBePHOMN
npoeM. COTHS UJTA OKOJIO TOTO ITHI-KIIOYHUKOB OECIIOPSIOYHO JIeTaju 0 BEICOKOM KOMHATe
®nutBuKa. ITO OBINIAa cucTeMa Ge30macHOCTH [iig 3epKaja. i nmepecek KOMHATy ¥ HaJIOKUJII
OTIHpAIOIIKe Yaphl Ha OBEPh, HO OHA OCTAJIaCh HEMOMBUKHOM. 3amuparole Yaphl ObIIN CIIUIIKOM
CUIIbHBI, U Jaxe ecy OBl 51 CHSIJT X, TOJICThIE MeTallIMYeCKUe MPYyThs COeanu OBl IPOXOI
HEBO3MOXKHBIM. fl BEpHYJICA K KJIF0YaM. Y CTEHHBI CTOSI/Ia OOUHOKasd MeTia. OTBIEeKaloluii MaHeBp. —
Ax1mo, Ke... CTaphii Ki04! — KPUKHYIT 1, U3MEHUB 3aK/IMHaHKUe, YTOOH He BRI3BATh Ha Cce0s Ipaf
Kimouel. Ctaphlii, TOOUTHIN KJII0Y COMIPOTHUBJISIICS U30 BCEX CUJI, HO €T0 XPYIIKKEe KPhIJIbS He MOTJIH
IPOTUBOCTOATEL Maruu. OH yIan MHe B PYKy. 71 TOBepHYJICA K ABepu U HaOmofasi, Kak 3arnopHas
IIJTaHKa OTXOOUT OT 3aMOYHOM CKBaXKMHBI, KOT{a g ITOBEPHYI KITi04.B cienyoielr KOMHaTe, KOMHATe
MakI'oHarami, CTOSII TUTAHTCKUY ITaXMaTHBIY Habop. 1 HeHaBUAe IIaxXMaThl. S MHITANCS UTPATh C
Anvbycom B BojmieOHEBIE [IIaXMaThl, THe Hellb3s ObII0 MpUKacaThCd K urypam. 9 cuancs, He
MOKaBIINCh TPEThEN MTapPTUH, BEIOPOCKUB CBOIO KOPOJIEBY B OKHO AnbOyca. POyKC IOCNYIIHO BEPHY
ee Ha MecTo. 1 HeHaBUeN MlaxMaTh. B Hayasne urpsl Obljla yCTaHOBIEHA Maruieckas IIpOBOJIOKa,
KOTOPYIO HY2KHO OBIJIO TIEPENIPHITHYTh. f MPUCIOHUIICS K ABEPH, B3BellliBas BapHaHTH. KBuppenn
yKe Wrpaji, Ho KaXkpas mapTus Obljla YHUKAJIbHOM, 0 4eM yOoenunack MakI' oHaramni. f1 He MOT IPOCTO
IIOBTOPUTH €r0 UTPYy M BHIUTPaTh. Pa3dHecTu ux B K04bg? CIUIIKOM pafuKalibHO, a U OHU MOTJIA
HaIacTb Ha MeHs. Most MaHTHUS... {1 ymapun cebs mo nuiy. — Uouot, — nmpobopMoTan 5, MOmpaBIIsis
TJIal] ¥ IepeliaruBas 4Yepes MPoBOJIOKY. MaHTHUs CKphIBajia MEHS OT BCET0, CJIM 3TO OBLIJIO HYKHO ee
BJIafiesIbIly, HO g A0 CUX IIOP He MOHMMaJI, KaK OHa [TIOHMMaeT MOU XeJlaHud. £ CKOIb3HYI 110
[IaxMaTHOM IOCKe ¥ OTKPHIT OBepb. OHa OCTaBajlaCh He3alepTou mocye urpsl Ksuppenna.
MaxkIonaramnn 6ymeT o4eHb pacCTpOeHa, Y3HaB, YTO OHa YTO-TO ynycTuia. [Toxoxke, TpUIBap
3amnupa’l IBepb TOJIBKO Ha Clefyollyto urpy. Cieaymoinas KOMHaTa BCTpPETHIa MEHSI 3HaKOMBIM
3araxoM TOPHOTO TPOJIIA. 3axkaB HOC, 1 6pocuics yepe3 KOMHATY, He CBOJIS T'/1a3 C
6ecco3HaTeNbHOT'0 TPOJLIS, KOTAa IX0-KBHUppesns mopa3us ero 04eHb TEMHBIM KPpaCHBIM
3aKIuHaHueM. BEIOpaBIIICh M3 KOMHATHI, S TSAXKeJI0 Ablaln. brarogaps COKOHOMIEHHOMY Ha
IIIaxMaTaX BpeMeHHU, s ITOYTH JorHall KBuppeinna. B 3Toii KoMHaTe CTOSITT HEOOBIIONW CTOI U



OTHeHHas cTeHa. CHeln yBepssI, YTO 3Ta JIoTUUecKas IoJI0BOJIOMKa OCTAHOBUT JIF060T0 HE3BAHOTO
rocts. OnuH (QIaKOH MO3BOJISJI IPOUTH CKBO3b OTOHB, OCTAJIbHEIE... MEHee M0Ie3HH. K cuacThio,
KBuppesns yxe pemus 3Ty TOJI0BOJIOMKY He 6oJiee IATU MUHYT Ha3af. 51 B35 caMblii MaJIeHbKUMN
Iy3bIPEK, TOT ke, 4To Obln y KBuppenna. 3enbe 3aMopakiuBaHUs MJIaMeHU, CBapeHHoe CHEHUIIoM,
(bnakoH ObIJT COEOUHEH C KOTJIOM, HAllOJIHEHHBIM UM, TaK YTO €T0 MOXKHO OBIJIO TOIMOTHATH I1OCTIEe
ynotpeOaeHnus OMHOM 03kl BKyC OB HE CIUIIKOM HETIPUSATHHEIM, HO OIIyIIeHue Takoe, OyOTO 1o
ropiy Teder Jied. d 3aXMypuiIcs u npobexkan CKBO3b Or0OHb. OTKPHIB I'J1a3a, 5 BEIOXHYII - 5 HE
obroper. CHsB myall, s yOpasa ero B KapMaH.Boias B mociiemHu 3a71, S MEOJIEHHO XJIOMHYII B
nagomu. — [IoTTep, — XONOAHO Mpou3Hec KBUPpes, CI0KUB PyKU 3a CIIHHON. — [[oOphIit Beuep,
npodeccop, — A CIyCTUIICSA 10 CTylleHbKaM. — CTpaHHO, — CKa3aJl s, OT/IsIAbIBasi KOMHaTy. —
¥CKaJl TyajeT U HaTKHYJICSA Ha 3Ty KOMHATy. 4 myMar, 4To Halllell ee, KOT[la BCTPETUII Tposid. — 4
coenan rioy0okul Boox. — I[IpekpaTtute 9T0T Open HeMenneHHO. — OH CIUTIOHYJI, BEPEBKU TYTO
o0MOTanuCch BOKPYT MOETO Tella ¥ JofblxKeK. OH jaxke He UCII0JIb30BaJjl CBOIO TaJl0YKy. — A Temeph
MOJIYUTE, 51 DOJIKEH OCMOTPETh 3TO 3epKasio. OH [TOBEPHYJICA KO MHe CIIMHOU, MO IIpaM Hayvall
60meTh. ITO CIIy4asioch yKe He B IIEPBLIN pa3, HO g He MOT IoYecaTh ero 13-3a CBSI3aHHBIX PYK. I
TIepecTaBIIsiT HOTH, YTOOH 3aTr/ISIHYTh B Kpal 3epkasa. KBuppesn Hadan 60pMOTaTh, a MOe
oTpaxeHHe HeOpexkHO nmoadpackiBaio BBepX-BHU3 OOJIBIION KpPaCHbIM KaMeHb, KaAs ero B KapMaH C
030PHOU YXMBIIKOU. — § He MoHKMMal0. KaMeHb HaXOAUTCSA BHYTPY 3epKana? f OoJKeH ero pa3ouTh?
— KBuppenn HeyBepeHHO IepeMecTun CBou Bec. d BuxKy cebs... OTgaommuM KaMeHb CBOEMY
x035uHy. — "VICIonb3yi... ManbyuKa", — MUAMUAT TUXUYU rojoc. [010BHas 00JIb IepepacTaeT B TYIYIO,
nynbcupytomyto 6omb. — "IloTTep!" — KBuppenn obopaunuBaetcsi. — "Wau cioga". f cToi0 Ha MecCTe,
He gBurasich. — "[lortep!" — — "Cap?" — Tymo cupammBaio s, 6yATO MeHs BHI3BaJId Ha YPOK. —
"WUpu. Croga". OH TOBOPUT CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yOHI, SBHO pa3dpaxKeHHBIH. — "7 cBA3aH, MPUAYPOK".
OH cepOouTO B3IMaXUBAET TAJIOYKOM, IEBUTUPYS MeHS mepeq 3epkanoMm. — "Cracubo, mpodeccop”. —
¢ moBOpayuBar0 rojoBy 00pPaTHO K 3a3epKajbio. — "YTO THl BUOUIIb, MaIbYUK?" — OH PHIUYUT. —
"Ckaxu MHe". OH TOKe CMOTPUT B 3epKarso. I'me Anb0yc cerongus BeuepoM? B JIoHIOHE, ecliu MHe He
“3MeHseT namATe. — "4 gymato, 910 npodeccop CuHUCTPA, c3p". — A IIyproch, cCTapasich He
ynbIbaThCs, KOTHla MOe OTpaXKeHre HaulHaeT TUXOHBKO 3aBhIBATh OT CMeXa, CJIOBHO 3Hasl, KaKou
OymeT cnepnymolnasa pennuka. — "MHe KaxeTcs, 0Ha CHUMaeT MaHTuw..."— "Thl CMEEIIb?!" —
KBuppenn nogaumaet nanodky. — "[I03Bo/IbTe MHE ITIOTOBOPUTH C HUM... C I'J1ady Ha rnas". [Ipyrou
rojoc munut. — "M-mactep". KBuppenn ApoXUT, BHE3alIHO 3aHepBHUYAB. — "Bbl He HACTOIBKO
CHUJIBHEL.."— "Y MeHS IOCTaTOYHO CHII... IJId 9TOrO...", — TOBOPUT OHO. KBUPpEIT I0BOpauYnBaeTCa KO
MHe CIIMHOM U TSHETCS, MeIJIeHHO pacIlyCcKas CBOU TiopOaH, BCET0 B HECKOJIbKUX IIIarax rnepeno
MHO#. [TocreqHu TOBOPOT — U Ilepefo MHOM OTKPHIBAETCS IPOTECKHOe Nullo. bienHas Koxa,
KpacHHIE TJla3a U OTCYTCTBHE HOCA, BMECTO HETO — 3Meenono0HbIe TPOPE3H B IIEHTPeE ulla. Mou
IJ1a3a Cne34Tcsl 0T 00JIM, KOTOPYIO IPUYMHSEeT MHe MoU ImpaM. — "'appu... [loTTep", — OH MIMUNIUT. —
"“Thl BUOUILIB, BO YTO S IPEBPATUIICA? ... T€Hb U I1ap, BEIHYXKAEHHBIN... JEJIUTh TEJIO C APYTUM,
TOTOBHIM OTHATh... KpOBE euHOpPOra yKpenunaa MeHs, Tl Bufen KBupperna B jiecy..." A, Tak 9T0 ObLI
OH B Jiecy. — "Kak TOJIBKO g I0JTy4y KaMeHb... S CTaHy IeIbIM... {1 cMoTy BEpHYTh Tebe TBOUX
ponmuTenen...", — OH HakJIOHseTcs 6nuxke. — "BonmeMopT", — roBopio 1. — "THL... 4epToB... AX!" 4
ObI0 TOJIOBOM 10 TYTIOW 3MEUHOM Mopae, MOU 100 CIIOBHO BOT-BOT B30PBETCS, KOTHA S Mafai0 CIIHHOM
BIepe[q Ha 3eMIJII0, BEPEBKHU MCYEe3al0T, Korma Ksuppenn-MopT nagaeT Buepeq. 4 XJomnaio JIeBou
pyKoii 1o ronoBe. KBuppenn HaunHaeT KpudaTh OT 60111, 37106HO pyrasich. JIMI0 3MeH IIOJTHOCTEIO
CropeJio, TOJIbKO Hafl OOHUM IJ1a30M II0SIBUJIACh MOJIHUS, HO OHa OCTajach HeTpoHyTou. — "HUKTO He
MOXKET BEPHYThCS U3 MEPTBEIX", — TOBOPIO 5, 607€3HEHHO LN, TOJHUMAasACh Ha HOTU U MOpras oT
IyJILCUPYIOINIEro mpamMa. — "Hu npoknsTeie OpaThsi, Hu ®mamens, Hu Moprasa Jle ®e, HO YK TOYHO
He TH". fl BCTAI0 pPSIOM C KOPYAIIUMCS TEJIOM U HaflaBJIXBal0 roJIo HOTOM Ha nullo Bongemopra.
Kpux 3anonssgeT KOMHaTy: HEMHOTO Moy, HeMHOro Ksuppesina u MEOTO Bongemopta. ['onoBa
IIPOBA/INBAETCS BHYTPb, @ TEJIO PACCHIIAETCS B Memen U AbIM. YaCTh IbIMa YHOCUTCS BHU3, a IIbLIb
cobupaercs B map — nuio. OHO KPYyKUT 110 KOMHATe, Kpruya Ha IIPOTSIXKEHWU BCETo MyTH, a 3aTeM
YCTPEMIISIETCS K KpBILIe U McYe3aeT CKBO3b KaMEHHBIN IIOTOJIOK. fl Iafato Ha CTyIeHbKH, KPOBb



CTeKaeT ¢ Moero mpama. He gyman, 94TO TakK CUIBHO yIapuil ero roaoBou. 4 mocraio U3 KapMaHa
dbunocopckuit KaMeHb. COTHHU JIET aNXUMUKU. MHOXKECTBO 9KCIIEPUMEHTOB ¥ TPAHCMYTAIlUi, TO ECTh
IIpeBpalleHu i OJHOTO MeTaJjljla B APyroi. PUTyanbHbIE KPYTH A7 1I060T0 KOJTMYeCcTBa Bellel ¢
WCIIOJIb30BaHKEM KaMHs, TPaHAU03HbIEe (DeliepBEePKU U YOUBUTEIIbHEIE TIOJBUTH LIEJIUTETIEH.
[TpeBpaleHue Bogbl B BUHO. IT0 OaTapes Hukomns ®namens. OrpoMHast, mo4Tu OeCKOHeYHas
Marudeckas OaTtapesi. MUHUATIOPHBEIN TEPMOSIIEPHBIM PEaKTOP Maruy B KaMHeE. JTO Kak ITaJodka
®namens, HO cIelMaNbHO OIS aTXUMUHU. Bce, 4TO OH Korma-nmubo [esaln UK IeITajICcs CaenaTh C
KaMHeM, 9aCTO MCII0/Ib30BaIOCh MJIST TPAHCOUTYpaAIMi, HallpuMep, YTOOBI IIOCTPOUTD LIEJIbIH I0M
OJHMM B3MaXOM IIaJIOYKK UM Jaxe ILeyio IepPeBHIO0 1ocye CTUXUHOro 6ecTBus. HeyouBHUTENbHO,
YTO MO€ OTpaxKeHue YXMBIIAI0Ch: 3TOT KaMeHb IIPOCTO NMOTpscaui. CTOIeTHsS MyAPOCTHA U CHUJIBL,
ONMUKCHUP XKU3HU, CO3TaHHbIN mist Hukons u [IepeHenb. IMUKCUP — 3TO IPOCTO KPOBb, 00paboTaHHas
KaMHEM C IIOMOIIIbI0 0YeHb MPOCTOr0 puTyana. He gyMalo, 4TO 3aBTpaIlIHUK 3K3aMeH I10 3eJIbsIM
OymeT mpo6eMoH, 3To XKe Myafmui OpaT amxuMmun. — "UTo MHe ¢ ToOOM menaTh?" — CIpalIrBalo 5
KaMeHb. Mup BO3MOXKHOCTel. BeccMepTue moTpedyeT MHOTOKPATHOTO UCIIONIb30BAHUS, @ MHE He
OYeHb X0UeTCS KpacTh punocopckuit KaMeHb, 0COOEHHO Y TOT0, y KOT0 3a muedaMu 600 eT ombITa,
yTOoOHI 3a0paTh ero cebe. — "UTo uMeHHO?"
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