— Ilepceit [I:KeKCOH HaPYLIU KJISITBY Ha peke CTHKC, — oTBedyaeT CTHKC, OCTaBasiCh 0€CCTPACTHRIM
K oBepeHuio KpoHoca. — f1 mpwuiia ciofa, IOTOMY YTO IIPOLIY TBOEM IMOMOIIX B €70 HaKa3aHUH.

— Tax npunum ero ko MHe! 4 6v11 OB paji IPOBECTU HEMHOT'O BpeMEHHU CO CBOUM BHYKOM! — KpoHoc
oTBeuaeT ¢ 6e3yMHOM yIIBIOKOM, pacTATUBAIOIIEN eT0 TYObl, @ er0 30JI0TUCTHIE Tla3a KaXOyT MECTH.

— Tet 3HaeIb, 4TO Tak He paboTaeT. Ero Haka3aHMe yKe BEICEYEHO B KaMHe. MHe HYKHO TBOe
pa3pelleHye Ha LIepeMOHUIO "nyTelecTBUS". — Kak yIIOMUHAI0Ch paHee, IpeBHYE 3aKOHE
3alnpelaoT faXxke CTapelIIuM CyllecTBaM IepeceKaTh BilafieHus APYTHUxX O0TOB MM UCII0Ih30BaTh
nx. O0veguHeHHas Moib Tpex Cymeb u CTuKca He CMOTIH OBl OTIIPABUTH [lepcu CKBO3b BpeMs U
npocTpaHCcTBO. Eif moHamobuTcs pa3pemeHre Kporoca, 4ToOR Ha3HAUYUTh HaKa3aHUe I0HOMY Tepoio.

— O... XMMMMMMMM... — 3aTeM Hafl T0JIOBOM KOPOJIs TUTAHOB KakK OyATO BCIIBIXHYJIA JTaMIIOYKa.

— Ila, 9T0 MOmOMAET. ITO MPEKPACHO MOJOUAET.... — KPOHOC OTIIyCKaeT BOJIOCH ¥ MOOO0POIOK
CTuKCa 4, HaKOHell, IOKUJaeT ee TNYHOEe MPOCTPaHCTBO. OH pacxXazkuBaeT B3aj-BIEPE,
B3BOJIHOBAHHO Pa3MEILISLS O MPOChOe, C KOTOPOU oOpaTunack K Hemy CTHKC.

— Mos nneMsHHMIIA, KaK BBl MOXKETE BULETD, 51 OB CUJIbHO OC/IabiIeH... HEHaBHUMU COOBITUAMHU. 51
CHenalo BCe, YTO B MOUX CHJIaX, YTOOH IOMOYb BaM, — MPOOJIZKAET OH 3a00TIUBEIM TOHOM, KOTOPHIN
SBHO HagyMaH. — Ho 51 MoTy 1103BONUTE cebe MPefoCTaBUTL CTOJIBKO BIAaCTH TOJIBKO B TOM
COCTOSIHVH, B KOTOPOM $1 CefYac Hax0XKyCh. BB CMOXKETE OTIIPABUTH €T0 TOJIBKO B OHO MECTO... TI0
MO€eMy BHIOODY.

CTHKC XMYpPUTCH IIPU 9TUX CJIOBaX, YyBCTBYS SIBHHIU IIOABOX. Buns ee HeJoBOJIbLCTBO, KpoHOC
"ycrnokauBarole" KiafeT PyKy edd Ha IIJIeyo.

— O, He BonHYy¥CA. HOBHI MUD, KOTOPHIH 5 BRIOpas s Hero, ugeaneH. HoBasg XKu3Hb, KOTOpas y
Hero OymeT, ITO3BOIUT €My YyBCTBOBATh ce0st KakK JoMa, He OyOeT HUKAKUX OJTUMIIUUIIEB, KOTOPHIE
CHeNalT ero CBOEeH IMeIIKOM, U s KISTHYCh pekoi CTHKC, YTO OH HUKOrIa 0osbille He yBUAUT AHHaOeT
Yeus.

CnoBecHble 3aBepeHusi KpoHoca Majio MOMOraloT YCIOKOUTh HepBbl CTHKCA, HO C paCKaToM rpoMa,
COTIPOBOKIAEeMbIM OIIYIIEHUEeM TOT0, 4TO KyisiTBa KpoHOCa CKpeIyieHa nmeyaThio, OHa IOJIXKHA
IIOBEPUTH €MY, TIOCKOJIBbKY 3HAET, YTO TO, YTO OH TOBOPUT, IIpPaBia. Bo3MOXKHO, ObSIBOJ 3aMHBIIIJISET
YTO-TO THYCHOE, HO MPSIMO ceiyac y CTHKCa HEeT IPyroro BEIOOpPa, KpoMe KaK IPUHSTH TOMOIIb
Kponoca. JInuHo oHa npennoydna O6bl 0TIPaBUTH [lepcu B gpyroe u3MepeHue, roe He OymeT BOUH U
CTpafaHuy, 4TOOBI OH ITPOXKHUJI OCTATOK CBOMX [HEH, HO IIPSIMO cefiyac y Hee HEeT IPYTUX BapHaHTOB.
Kto 3HaeT, uTo KpoHOC MPUTOTOBUI A1 CBOETO BHYKA. CTUKCY OCTAeTCS TOJIbKO HAaOEesIThCs, YTO
KpoHoc cuepXuT cBoe o0elllaHue NOMKHEIM 00pa30M UCIIONIHUTL Haka3aHue [lepcu.

CTHKC BHIPHIBAETCS M3 XBaTKM KpoHOCA ¥ BO3BpalaeTcs: B 6e30I1acHOe MECTO CBOEH PEKH,
UTHOPHUPYS KPUKK KOPOJIs THTAHOB O TOM, YTOOR HABECTUTh €0 CHOBA, U €TI0 Pa3rjIarojabCTBOBAHUS
0 TOM, KaK OH ofellaeT OfHaX el CBeprHyTh Onumil. B oTnuyue oT mpomuioro pasa, CTHKC He MPOCTO
MCYe3aeT, KOT{a BXOOUT B CBOM BOMLL. BMeCTO 3TOT0 ee TeJio TaeT, CTAHOBSICh EUHBIM LIEJIBIM C



PEKOM U TIJIBIBSL B HEW BHU3 110 TeueHu1o. OHa JeftaeT 3TO, YTOOH 3aMeIUTh CBOE IyTEIIECTBHUE,
naBas cebe CTOIb He00X0OUMOe BpeMsi MOOKITh OOHOM, YTOOH 00yMaTh BCE, UTO TOJIBKO YTO
npou3ouo. [Iepcu - mepBLEM CMEPTHHIM, IEPEXKUBILUN BTOPOE IIOIPyKEHNUE B €€ BOOHI, IIOSIBJIEHUE
Cyne0, noceinenue Aupa B ero gBopiie u noceiienne Kporoca B Taprape.

Korpa ona nmokupaeT TapTap u momnafaeT B IOA3EMHBIN MU, U IPeXkKIe 4eM OHa AOCTUTaeT TOTrO0
MecTa, rfe ocTtaBuia Ilepcu HaemguHe ¢ CymbOoit, CTUKC YYBCTBYET IPUCYTCTBUE OPYroro 6ora,
B3BLIBAIOINIETO K HeW Ha ee Oeperax. OHa OTIIPABJISETCS Ha MaHSIINUM 30B U, BHIHEIPHYB U3 CBOEH PEKH,
y3HaeT, uTo 60r, B3BIBAIOIIKY K Helt, O oTiioM [Tepcu, TToceitmonom. [ToyeMy OH HaXOOUTCS B
IIOI3€MHOM MUPe€ U KaK OH CIOfia [10IlaJjl, OHa MTOHATUS He uMeeT. [loceiiIoH 0TBedaeT Ha 3TU
BOIIPOCHI 3a Hee [0 Toro, Kak CTUKC yCIlieBaeT 3afaTh UX.

— Aup pacckasaj MHe, YTO IIPOU3O0IIIO0, ¥ Pa3peIlnsl IPUHTH Ciofa, YTOOH IIOTOBOPUTH C HUM. —
[TepBoe, uTo 3amedaeT CTHKC, 3TO TO, KaKHe ONyXIIKe KpacHbIe ria3a y [locelifoHa 1 Kak ero
6opopga crana Oojee cemoil U HEMPUPYUEHHOH. [10IKHO OBITh, OH TSXKEJI0 IIepeKUBaeT CMePTh CBOETO
€OUHCTBEHHOTO CHIHA-M0JTy6ora.

— IloxanyicTa, nepenait 370 MoeMy ChiHy! — YMorsieT [locelioH, 3aKphiBad I'jla3a, HAKJIOHASACH U
npotsaruBas CTUKCY MaJIeHbKYIO IePEBSIHHYIO KOPOOOUKY.

OT KOpOoOKM UCXOOSAT 3aMeTHBIE BOJTHBI Marn4eCcKuX 4yap. BeposTHO, oHa Oblsla 3a¥apoBaHa KaKUM-TO
3areyvyaThBAONIIMM 3aKJIHHAaHNEM, KOTOPOE II03BOJISIET OTKPHIBATh KOPOOKY TOJILKO TE€M, ¥ KOT'0 €CTh
paspemienue. Yto 661 TaM HU OBIIO, DOJMIKHO OBITh BaxkHBIM. Opyxkue? YacTh mocnexoB? BomimeOHbIN
mpegMeT?

— 41 3Hal0, 4TO TH HOKHA Oblla HaKa3aTh €r0, HO, T0XKAJyWCTa, BO3bMU 3TO U OTHAN eMY.
[Toxanyucra.

HerT mpaBu, 3alIpelnamonyx faBaTh KISTBOIPECTYIIHUKY ITOCTIENHU TOIapOK UITH IOCIIETHIO0
IPOChOY, HO OOBIYHO 3TO OBITI0 ORI OECCMEBICTIEHHO, TIOCKOIBKY MX HaKa3aHue 00RIYHO BiIeYeT 3a co0oi
IpeKpalleHre X XKU3HY, pa3pylIeHue WX OyII UK IpeBpallleHue UX MO3ToB B Kairy. K cuacTsio,
ITepcu He ToAIaKaeT IIOJ 9TH KATerOPHH; €ro MPOCTO OTCHIIAIOT.

— 9T0 He 0T AHHA0eT, He Tak Jiu?

— Her, 3T0O OT MeH4.

— B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 51 He CMOTJIa eT0 HaKa3aTb. OH CUJIBHO IIOCTpapall u3-3a Moel omuoKu, u Telepb
Ha HEM HAIIPACHO JIEZKHUT 3TO IIPOKJIATHE... — OYyMAET Ctukc. — 4 Iiepen HUM B OOJITY.

— JlagHo, xopormo. { mocTaBnio TBOM MomapoK. — CTHUKC, HAKOHEI, COTIalllaeTcs.

— Cnacub6o Tebe, Ctukc. — ITocenoH MpOTATUBaeT CBOI0 TaMHCTBEHHYIO MKaTynKy CTUKC, KOTOpas



6epeT €€ B PYKH U BO3BPAIIIAa€TCsA B CBOIO PEKY.

— A Temneps yOupaucs oTCIOfia, TOKa y 3eBca He CJI0XKHUIOCh HellpaBUJIbHOE MIPefiCTaBIeHNe O TBOEM
BU3UTE B [loi3eMHBIN MUP, — rOBOPUT CTHUKC, 3HasI, KaKOU ITapaHOMel CTAaHOBUTCSA 3€BC, KOTAa JII0u
3aMBIIIISIOT CBEPKEHKE €T0 ITPaBIeHUS.

Y cHOBa, C OTPOMHO# BCIBIIIKON 00KeCTBeHHOM 9Hepruu, CTUKC TEeIOPTHPYETCS IPOYb; Ha 3TOT
pas obpaTHO K 6eperam 3a ImpefesiaMu IJapCTBa MEPTBHIX, IHe HaxoasaTcs [Tepcu u Cyan0rl. CymbObI
BCe ellle KpyxKaT BOKpyT [lepcu, MOBTOPSIS ApeBHUE 3aKiIuHaHus. VX pyKHU BCe ellle TepemneTe bl
OPYT C OPYTOM, HO TeNephb BEHHI HAa UX KOCTJIIBBIX PYKaX CBETSTCS OETEIM OT YHUCTOM KOHLIEHTPAIUU
9HEPTUHU, UCXOOsIIeH OT uxX cymecTB. CHHXPOHHEIE CJIOBA, CJIETAOIINE C UX T'y0, Telmeph HAMOTHEeHB
etre OOJIBIIEH CHJION, YeM paHbllle, KaXKIbIM CJI0T MOJHUMAET IIhIIb M COTPSICAeT CKaJlbl, KaK
neperpyKeHHu 0yMOOKC.

CTHKC BHIXOOMT U3 CBOEY PeKM U HampasisieTcs K [lepcu. [TogubsipuBast mom pyku CyasObl U BXOMS B
UX KPYyT, OHa OIyCKaeTCsl Ha KOJIEHU U KJlafieT PyKy Ha 1106 [Tepcu. Ilepcu 1ieBenuTcs ¥ HaYWHAET
IIPOCHINIATHCS OT €€ IPUKOCHOBEHUS.

— VXxXX, ... KUB?

— IIpocty, Ilepceit, Mo¥ epBOHAYAIbHEIN IJTaH He cpaboTan. Temeps MHe MPUAETCS HaKa3aTh Te0s
IO-APYTOMY.

— Yepr...

Crtukc 6epeT TauHCTBEHHBIH omapok Ilocelimona 1 MaleT uM mepen nuiioM [lepcu. 'ma3a Ilepcu
3aTyMaHeHH ¥ pachOKyCHUPOBaHE, OH HE B COCTOSTHUU YCIEOUTh MU IIOHSATh, UTO 3TO 3a KOPOOKa; OH
SIBHO BCe ellle He OIIPaBUIICS OT CBOEr0 HefaBHET0 UCIILITAHUS.

— JTO IOAApPOK OT TBoero oTia. — CTukc coobmmaet Ilepcu.

— Ilama?

— Trt gmonmKeH B3STh 3TO0, [lepcu. ITO MoMoxKeT TeOe B TBOEM CJIeIyIOIIEM IIyTeIlIeCTBUH.

[Tepcu cnymaeT u 6epeT KOPpoOKY B PYKH, TPOBOJUT HaJIbI[aMH 110 TOBEPXHOCTH, YTOOH Ha
MT'HOBEHUE OIIyTUTh TEKCTYPY €peBa, 3aTEM KJIafIeT ee B KapMaH. K 9ToMy BpeMeHU OpeBHUN
putyas, copepuraeMsiii Cynb0aMu, HayuHaeT OTIyIIUTENIbHO 3By4aTh B €T0 yIlaX, U BCe ero Tejo
HaunHaeT 60JIeTh, KaK Oy[TO OH MpUHUMaEeT TPeThe OMOBeHUe B peKe CTUKC. [Tepcu mbITaeTcs
pa3obpaThCsa B TOM, UTO €r0 OKpyKaeT, HO Tpu Cyns0bl HAYMHAIOT CBETUTHCS OCTIEIUTEILHEIM OeJTbIM
CBETOM, 3aCJIOHsST eMy 0030p CO BCEX CTOPOH U 06xkuras ria3a. [llym Teneps ObET 110 €T0
O6apabaHHBIM TTIEPENOHKAM C TAKO# CUJIOM, YTO KaXeTCs, OYATO OH COTPSICAeT ero Mo3r. 3aTeM MU
[Tepcu HauuHaAeT BpallaThCs. BrICTpee, u OrIcTpee, U OpIcTpee. Ero TOMHUT, HO MUD UTHOPUPYET €T0



TOHIHOTY X ITPOOOJIZKA€T BPAIllaThCA. 3aTeM, KakK GYJITO BCA BCEJIEHHAA IepecTalla BPpalllaThCA, BCE
CTAHOBUTCA YEPHBIM.
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