«Bypsi? BceM mpUTOTOBUTHCS, HAUTH YKPHITHE, YTOOH CIIPSITAThCS!» KpUKHYT [[2KeK. MbI cTanu
MCKATh, Kyfa OBl YKPHITHCS, HO OBLIO Y2Ke TeMHO, ¥ Halll MaiaTKu Obuu Ok 6eCII0Ne3HEl, HE TO YTO
TO, YTO, Ka3aJI0Ch, BLIPHIBAJIO BCE U3 3eMJIM, PUONIKKAACh. Tak YTO Mbl BCe CTOSJIM U KIAJHU, YTO
oynmet mansbie. Illym cTaHOBUJICS BCe rpoMue U rpoMue. f Havan 6exkaTh B TPOTUBOIIOIOKHOM
HalpaBjeHun, XoTs [[KekK 3Basl MeHs. Ho g He ycnesn cpearupoBaTh, IIOTOMY YTO, 00EpHYBILKCH,
yBUET KpUYAIUX B OTYASTHUYU JIOJeN U YCIIeN pasriasgeTh, YTO MPUOIUKAETCS.

W3 TeMHOTHI, U3 HUOTKYZa, BO3HUKI/Ia TUTAHTCKas BOJIHA CHeTa, yBJeKas 3a cCo00M IepeBhs U BCe, UTO
TII0Iaflajioch Ha IMyTH. f He MOTr HUYero chesaTh, KpOMe KaK 3aKpHITh JINLIO OT BeTpa U CHera,
Hecyulerocs Ha Hac. OHa Oblyla HaCTOJIBKO CHJIBHOM, UTO aXke B TEMHOTE MBIl MOTJIN Pa3TiiafeTh
YacThb €e pa3MepoB. f mogyMar, 4To 3TO OfHA U3 TeX JIaBUH, 0 KOTOPHIX S YUTaNl B KHUTaxX 0 CeBepe, -
TO, UTO CJIy4aeTCs TOJbKO B TOPHAIX palioHax, 0cobeHHO 3a CTeHoU. ITO OBUIO IOCNIefHEe, YTO 5
yCIleJ ToyMaTh, IIOTOMY YTO, KaK TOJIbKO CHETr 00PYIIUJICS Ha MeHs, s IOYyBCTBOBAJI ce0s
TPEHUPOBOYHEIM MaHEKEHOM, OTOPOIIEHHEIM YOapOM O CTEHY, ¥ BCKOPE II0CJIe 9TOTO 5 yXKe HUYero
He TOMHI0. Ha MeHsT 00pyImIKIoCh OTPOMHOE KONMYECTBO CHera, U MOM pa3yM Iocjie yaapa OBl IycCT.

Cesep, HeussectHoe mecTo, 289 rog AC, HEKOTOpPOE BpPEMSI CIIYCTH.

«Mamsi [12k0H». B ronoBe pa3mancs roiaoc, TOT CaMblii, KOTOPBIX S CHBIIIIAT HECKOIBKO OJHEN Ha3a[ B
TOU TeJlere.

4 OTKpHBIN I'JTa3a, BCTPEBOKEHHBIN M 3allaHUKOBABILINY, KOTia MIOHAJ, YTO He MOTYy AblliaTh. [locpenu
Jleca jexana KOHIIeHTpUYecKas Kyda CHera. Bce OBIIO CITOKOMHO M TUXO, TIOKa U3-TIOf CHETa He
IOSIBUJICSI pe0EHOK, C TPYAOM IlepeBOAsIMi AbixaHue. OH OB IIOJTHOCTRIO ITOTpebeH, Tafas, 4To
CIIY4YMIIOCH C OCTanbHEIMU. OH GBI HEe HACTOJIBKO TJIyI, YTOOLl HEe TIOHSTh, YTO PEOEHOK He BHIXKUBET
O[IVH Ha CEBEPHOU [opore.

HeMHOr0 yCTIOKOMBIIIMCH ¥ BHOBL 00peTsi HOpMasibHOE fbixaHue, [I2KOH 0CMOTpeIl OKpecTHOCTH. OH
TIOHSIJI, YTO HAXOAUTCS TIOCPENH Jleca C PACTUTEIbHOCTHIO, OTIMYAIOIIeCs OT TOM, YTO OH IIOMHMUII.
«I'me s1?» - OBIN ero mepBhIi Boripoc. OH UCIyrascs, IOTOMY 4TO OBLT YBEpeH, YTO HaXOOUTCS yXkKe He
TaM, TOe paHbllle, ¥ He ObII0 HUKAKUX TPU3HAKOB MMPUCYTCTBUS KOT0-THO0 M3 ero rPyIksl, Tak Kak
cHer OBIJT HaBaJIeH TOJIBKO Ha IJIOIIaau B 15 MeTpoB. B ocTanbHOM pacTUTENbHOCTD Oblna
COBEPIIIEHHO HOpMaJibHOM, 6e3 KaKux-mu0o ciemoB 6ypu, KoTopasi Ha Hero oOpymuiniack. Kasanocs,
YTO ero IOMECTUIIN CIOfla, ¥ 9TO MyTano ero. He moxoxe, 4TOOL OH MOT IOSBUTLCS B APYTOM MeCTe
0e3 moMoIu YejaoBeKa, 0COOEHHO KOrfia Ha Hero OOPYIIUIICS Le/bIN IITOPM, HO ero peaibHOCTh,
II0X0XKe, CUJIBHO OTJINYaach OT JIOTUKH.

CHayvasa OH BCTajl ¥ OTPSIXHYI OfeXK Ay, Vaaisas HAKOMUBIIUKICS CHeT. HamoMrHaHUE O TOM, YTO OH
BCE ellle MOXKET 3aMepP3HYTh, 3aCTABUIIO €TI0 B3APOTHYTH, ¥ OH MOIBITAJICS COI'PEThCS, ORICTPO
pacTupas pyku. B aToT MoMeHT [[3KOHY 3aX0TeJI0Ch Pa3BeCTH KOCTEP, HO V HETO He OBII0 HUKAKUX
cpencTB. HUKOTO U3 IPYIIIbl CTPAXKHUKOB IM00IU30CTH He Ob110. OH IBITAJICS COPUEHTUPOBATHCS,
cooOpaxasi, 4YTO IIPOU3OIIIO U T'ie, YePT BO3bMH, OH HAaXOTUTCS.

«Maeim JI3KOH, UM CIOfia, TapeHb». 2KeHCKUM rojioc CHOBa 3a3Byd4all B yxe. OH ObIJI pacTepsH, eMy
Ob110 cTpamHo. Heyxkemu 60Ty ONsTh pa3bIPHBAOT MO0 XKU3HB? OH He MOT He AyMaTh 00 3TOM.
Maro 6Tk 6acTapmoM, Teleps ellle U cyMaciienmuM? [I3K0H 3aMep, U Iojloc pa3fascs CHoBa 0e3



IPeNyIPexROeHus.

«Wpem, mapenb. Tebs xKaeT cynb0a, Benukas cygbba, He Kak 6acTapaa, KOTOPEIM TH ce0s CUMTaelllb,
a Kak He4To Oosbinee, ropa3mgo Oombinee». ['0J10C CHOBa BEPHYIT €T0 K PeaTbHOCTH.

«He kak 6actapa? Heyxenu u Hamo MHOM 00T COOMPAIOTCS M3[eBAThCA?!» KPUKHYI OH ITOCPEOH
7eca, HO OTBETA He IOCJIE[0BAaIO.

He Haigs Hudero mpyroro, [I>KOH eI UATH B TOM HallpaBJIeHUH, KyMa 3Baj ero roioc. Jla, oH
60s171Cs 3TOT0, HO OH OBIN B TIIyIIH, 3a6ayauics 6e3 efbl ¥ BOALL, TO3TOMY PEIINUIT PUCKHYTh. EMy
Hevyero OBITIO TEPSATH.

Iaxe He cyblia O0JIBIIE TOJI0CA, OH Maru4ecKy OIyIlall, YTO OH UCXOOUT U3 OIpefeIeHHOT0
HAIPaBJIEHUS, TIe YTO-TO TSHET ero 1 BjledeT 3a COOO.

«Bort Tak, mansi [I>KOH, uau K HaM. He octanasnuBaiics». ['0110c 3By4das Kak 9x0. OH IPOJOJIXKHUIL
UATYU B TOM XKe HallpaBlieHUH. Tak MIPOoJIKasoch CleAyomue aBa Yaca. Ero 6ombilie He BOITHOBAIH
HU T0JI0f, HU XKax[a, HU xoiofn. OH MOHATHUS He UMeJl, I'me HaxoauTcsa. EmMHCTBEeHHOM HaJeXmon
OBLIIO TPOCIIEAUTD, OTKYHA JOHOCUTCS 3TO MPUTSIKEHNUE U CTPAaHHBIE TOJI0CA.

Ioinast Mo TyCTOTO CKOIIJIEHUSI COCEH B JIeCy, OH 3aMeTHJI, UTO IePeBbs cTanu 6onee
KOHILIEHTPUPOBaHHLIMHU, 3aKphiBas Bech 0030p. EMy ImpuIiock HauaThk JaBUPOBATh MEXIY HUMHU, U
yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi OH yBupen nepex co0oi cBeT. COTHEYHOTO CBETA He OBITI0, TOTOMY YTO
JIUCThS 3aKPBIBAJIM BCE COJTHEYHEIE JTyYM, HO OH MOT BHUAETH CBET mepef cobol, Kak MasK B TEMHOTE,
yepe3 KaKHe-TO ITPOCBETHl MeXKAY NePEBbsIMHU, II03TOMY OH IIPOIOJIZKAJI ABUTATLCS BIEPEN.

I[Tocrie HEKOTOPOT'O BPEMEHH YKJIOHEHUSI OH HaKOHEI] JOCTUT CBEeTa U IIPOILIeJ CKBO3b ePeBbsi. CBET
3mech OBUT HEMHOTO CHJIBHEIM, YTO 3aCTABUJIO €70 HAa MTHOBEHUE 3aKPHITh TJ1a3a. BCKOpe OH Hayas
MEMIJIEHHO OTKPHIBATh WX, HECKOJIBKO HEPEIIUTEIbHO BIIISIORBASsCh B HEU3BECTHOCTH, HAOpacs
XxpabpocTy ¥ TOCMOTPEJI TYZAa, I'e HaXonuics. Y Toroa oH HakOHeIT yBULeJL.

9T0 OBIJIO MECTO, KOTOPOe OH HHUKOI'Ma He IpefcTasisan ceOe Ha CeBepe, KOTOPOE OH BHUEI TOJIBKO Ha
KapTHHAX U PUCYHKAX B KHUTAX O I0XKHBEIX KOPOJIEBCTBAX, TaKWX Kak Puy u Peunrle 3eminu. Her,
TIOOyMaJl OH, 9TO MECTO IIPEBOCXOIUIIO HX II0 KpacoTe. To MecTo, rae Haxoguics [I2KoH, ObITI0 TPOCTO
BOJIIeOHBIM. [IPyroro ompenesieHus He CyIIecTByeT, mogyMman pebeHok. OHa Oblyla OKpallleHa B
pas3Hble IIBeTa Pa3HOOOPA3HOM PaCTUTEIBHOCTH, IOMUMO MHOXKECTBA 3eJIeHH, ¥ Obllla HalloTHeHa
JKU3HBIO.

«Bomme06Has II0JIdHa, Ol"pOMHaH! Kak Takoe MecTo MOXKET CylmieCTBOBATL Ha CeBepe?» YOUBIIEHHO
BOCKIIMKHYII OH. Kasanocs, B 3TOT MOMeHT [2KOH HaXOOUJICS B I02KHOM KOPOJIEBCTBE. ITaxe metom,
KOIr'la Hé CKallJInBaeTCA CHET, CeBep BC€ PaBHO O4YE€Hb ITYCTEIHEH. HOSTOMY TO MECTO, Irme HaXO0gHuJICA
II>K0H, Ka3anochb KOHTPACTOM BCeMY, YTO OH BHUEIIL.

3mechb OBLITH THICSIYU OdepPEeBbEB, CaAMBbIX PA3HBIX, HEKOTOPEIE M3 KOTOPHIX IPUHOCUIIX N3BECTHLIE 1



HEU3BECTHEHIE IIJIOMbI, TPAaBa U TPABHl B PA3HEIX MECTAX, He B MEHBIIIEM KOJTUYECTBE, MEeJIKH1e
JKMBOTHBEIE MHOTHX BHUIOB, Oeraliue 1o MoJIsTHe U Ioefalolnre CBOX GPYKTH U OBOIIH, UTPas APYT C
npyroM. Taxe Oymydu IPeOCcTAaBUTEIISIMU Pa3HBIX BUMAOB, OHHU, KAa3aJioCh, KUJIK B rapMoHuu. Eie
6onbie [I;)KOHa YAUBUIIO IepeBo-cepple B neHTpe. OHO OBIIIO pa3a B Tpu O0Jbllle, YEM B
BuHTepderie; Ka3anock, OHO MUTAJIO 3TO MECTO, CIIOBHO 3AIIUINAJIO MMOISHY MIOUAagbi0 B COTHH
KBaIpaTHHEIX METPOB OT xoofa CeBepa U He MO3BOJISANIO EMY BIUATh Ha HET0. DTO GBIIO MPOCTO
BOJIE0HO. [I2KOH 3aMeTHJI, UTO MOJISTHY OKPY2KAIOT I'YCThe COCHBEI. HUKTO He MOT HAliTH 3TO MECTO,
BBIN[S U3 1eca. OHO OBIIO OTKPBITO TOJIBKO IJIST COJTHEYHOI'O CBETa, KOTOPHIM OCBEIIAsl BCe BOKPYT U
3aCTaBJISJI 03€PO B IIEHTPE MOJISHE CUSITh 0TOJIeCKaMH COJIHIIA.

«Manenbpkuil [[2KOH, TOOOUOY K CBAIIEHHOMY OepPeBy». ['0710C BLIBEJT €T0 U3 3afyMYUBOCTH, ¥ OH
Havasa UATH K gepeBy. [T0CKOIBKY MeCTO OBIIO TUTAHTCKUM, eMy IOTpe0yeTcs HeMasio BpeMeHH,
yTOOBI JOOPAThCS 00 Hero. Ho OH 1 He TOPOMMIICS, TPOCTO XOTEeJI HaCIagUuThCS IPEKPACHEIM BUOOM.
[To Mepe TOTO KaK OH IIeJI, OH Bce 00JIbIlle 3aMedall XKMBOTHHIX, HEKOTOPEIX U3 KOTOPEIX OH He 3Hal,
KpoMe Jiic, 6eJI0K ¥ KPOJIMKOB, KOTOpPHIe 6eranu IOBCIONY.

«ManeHnbkuit [I3K0H, I0JT0KY 06e PYKH Ha JTUI0 JepeBa, CKOPO TH Y3HAEIIb CBOIO CYObOY».
3a0yIUBIINCD B Yyecax 9TOr0 MecCTa, OH 3a0bIjI, YTO MOXKET COMTH C YMa OT 3TUX T'OJI0COB. Terneps
OH moOpaJics [o mepeBa, K KOTOPOMY I'0JIOC ITOIIPOCHUII eT0 TIONOUTH, ¥ My CTaJl0 HEMHOT'0 CTPAIITHO.
Ho pa3Be He royoc mpuBen ero cioga? Bo3aMoxKHO, TOJIBKO OH IIPHIIENT CIOfla, TAaK YTO, JOJIXKHO OBITS,
aTo OOrH TOBOPAT C HUM. U maxe HeCMOTPS Ha CTpax, Kakoi y Hero 6bi BEIOOP? Bacraps,
IIPAaKTHYECKH MPUTOBOPEHHEIN K CTeHe. MoxkeT ObITh, 60TH JAIOT €My JIYYIIyI0 BO3MOXKHOCTE,
TIOBTOPSI OH cebe, KoT{a BCTyman B 3T0 6e3ymue. Eciu ObITh Y4ECTHHIM C CAMUM CO00M, TePSATh eMy
0110 Heuero. [ToaToMy, He Tepsisi BpeMeHH, OH OMHOBPEMEHHO 00eMMH PYKaMU IIPUIKAJICS JTUIIOM K
CBSIIIIEHHOMY JIePeBY, HO B CIIEAYIOIIYI0 CEKYHY MOoXKajes 00 9TOM.

Ero pa3ym ObIT IOTpsICEH Bcel nHMOpMalrel, KoTopas Hayajla MOCTYyIaTh B HETO, HAllPaBIIssiCh
IIPSIMO B MO3T. Bqo6aBoK K HEBBIHOCHMOM T'OJIOBHOM 00JTM y HEro IoIlyia KpoBb U3 Hoca. OH Kpuyarll,
pacmyruBas Bcex KUBOTHBEIX. OH IMOHKUMAJI, YTO Iponuio Bcero 10 CeKyH[, U OH y2Ke He MOT 0TOPBaTh
PYKH OT [iepeBa - OHU Ka3a/IiCh IPUKIIEEHHBIMY, KaK Obl OH HU cTapancsa. OgHako 9T 10 cexyHA
IIBITKY II0Ka3a/IuCh €My COTHEH JIeT.

['maza ropejii Kak HUKOTrga, KOrma OH OTIIYCTHII EePEBO, yIIall Ha KOJIEHHW B TPABY M 3aKalllJIAJICA, a U3
€ro HOCa BCe ellle KallaJla KPOBb. Bce temo 601e10 Tak, CIIOBHO €T0 IIepeexalia Tejera C BOJIaMHu. On
N30 BCEX CUJI CTapaJiCAd He YIIaCTh B O6MOpOK IIpsAMO Ha MeCTe. Ho oH 3Har, oH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 4YTO-
TO U3MEHHUIOCh. Ero IIpexHee COXKaJleHne IIPeBPaTUioCh B 6J'IaT'OI[apHOCTB, 6J'Ial"OJIapHOCTB 3d HOBYIO
BO3MOZXKHOCTS, ITPEeOOCTABJIIEHHYIO EMY Ooramu.
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