"YeIloBEK, C KOTOPBIM BBl CTOJIKHYJIUCH, - JIUIIb TEHb TOT'0, KEM OH OBII paHbllle, IPU3paK. BBl HOXKHE
MOHATH, [I0TTEP, YTO [0 CHX MOP BaM Be3710. OUeHb MOBE3JI0 - ¥ 0YEHb TIIYII0 IOCTYNIUTD TaK, KaK ThI
nmoctynumn", - ckasan CeBepyc Maib4uKy. EMy X0Ten0Ch NPUAYIIATL MaJIbUMIIKY 3@ T€ KPOBaBHIE
TPIOKH, KOTOPbIE OH BHITBOPSIJT HA MPOTSAXKEHUN MHOTHUX JIET.

"9T0 HecnpaBennuBo!" ropsuo 3anpoTecToBal ['appy, He B CUJlaX COepXKaThCs.

"YU nouemy xe?" 93BUTeNbHO cupocull CeBepyc. EMy elle npencTosio pacCIpOCUTh MajibyiKa O ero
POMICTBEHHHMKAX, HO B KOHIIe KOHI[OB OH 3TO cfienaeT. CeBepyC COMHEBAJICS, YTO MaJIbYiK BOOOIIIe
IIOHMMAaET, YTO OTKPHIBAeT eMy rjla3a, Ho CeBepycC IPUBHIK K TOO00HOM TaKTUKE - OH IIPUMEHSI ee
mocTaTo4yHo yacTo. OH GOSIJICS, YTO eC/IM OCTAaBUT MaJibYMKa Ha IMIPOU3BOJI CyAbObI, TOT IPOCTO OymeT
MOJIYaTh; TAKUM 00pa30M OH IeHCTBUTEIHLHO 3aBOEBLIBA/ IOBEPHE MalbuKKa, UITH, [T0 KpaliHei Mepe,
HaJlessICsa Ha 3TO, [aXKe eCJIM OHU CHAeNu U roopunu o TeMHoM Jloppme. X0Tesn OH TOTO UJIK HET, HO
JKU3Hb MaJlbyrKa OblJla COCpefoToueHa Ha 3TOM UyIOBHIIIE.

"MeHs MpakKTUYeCKU 3aCTaBUIIM 3TO chesaTh!" ['appu IpOCTHO OTPHIZHYIICA.

"TIpaBna? KBuppenn npuBen Te6s Tyfa 10 MaHOBEHHIO MTallouky, fa?" crpocun CeBepyc, BHITTIAAS
cierka 3a0aBHBIM.

Tappu cxkan ry0sl, TSKeJIo [bIIa; OH He MOT IOBEPUTD, 4TO CHEeNIT 0OBUHSIET €T0 B TOM, HaJl YeM OH
He BracTeH. CTpax, KOTOPHIM OH 0OBIYHO KCIIBITEIBAI IIEPE]] B3POCIIBIMY, TIOKHHYII €r0 eIllé 0 TOTOo,
KaK OH CeJl 3a CTOJI; OH He 3HaJl, IIoYyeMy, HO OH Ovln B ipocTd Ha CHetimna 3a 3T0. "Het! Ho... - rops4o
3aMpoTEeCTOBRAI OH, HO TYT 2Ke COUJICS Ha WIETOT, CJIOBHO 00S/ICSA MPU3HATHCS B 9TOM KOMY OBl TO HU
0110, TeM OoJtee B3pociiomy. "IamM6mop BCE CIUTAHUPOBAJI... OH XOTeJI, YTOOHI 1 MOIIEN Tyma'.

CeBepyc mopHsA OPOBB B IIIOKE OT TOTO, YTO MaJIbuMK €My TOJIbKO YTO OTKPHLI - 00BUHUTE Jambrigopa
B CBOMX [EUCTBUSX? ITO OBLIO, MATKO TOBOPS, HEOXKUAAHHO, HO Ma/IbUMK BEPHJI, YTO TOBOPUT
IpaBAy, ¥ 9TO OBINIO O4eHb JTIOOONEITHO. "Kak Takoe MoxeT OrITh?" cripocun CeBepyc.

"OH nmomapun MHe Ha PoXOecTBO mIall MOero OTIa... f... OH IMOAIKCAJI er0, CKa3aB, YTOOH ST XOPOIIIO
UM TI0JIb30Basics", - mpoOopMoTan I'appu, ¥ ero JIUI0 KCKA3UIOCh OT ropeun. "HeBaxHo, Tfie 5 ero
OCTAaBJISII, OH BCE PABHO OKa3bIBAJICS B MOEM OOIIEXKUTHH".

"Bbl TOTePSNTK TaKylo 6eClieHHYI0 peluKBuio?" crpocun CeBepyc, OeT0OMIEHHBIH.

lappu nokpacHes: Kak OH MOT IIPEANOJIOKUTh, YTO IOCIenyeT ganblie? "d HaTKHYICA Ha 3epKajio
Opucensl, 0HO Jaxe He ObLJIO CIpsiTaHo!" ropsiuo 3anmpoTecToBas ['appH, He XKenas, YToOOs CHeHUI
IIOAyMaJl, YTO OH OTIIPABUJICS Ha €ro IOUCKH.

I'ma3za CeBepyca Clerka pacIIdpPUIKCh; eMy IPUILIOCh YOEPKUBATh YEI0CTh, YTOOH HE YIacTh OT
moka. [laM6/1oop OCTaBUII 3TO MPOKJIATOE 3ePKaJjIo TaM, I'ie CTYAEeHTH MOTJIM ero focTaTh? U He
IIPOCTO CTyHeHTHl, a [ToTTep? O, oH coOMPAICs MOTOBOPUTE C 9TUM CTaphIM AypakoM. Eciu Okl 3TO
Oblyla OHa U3 ero 3Mel, IepbMO yKe Io1ano Obl B BEHTUISTOP. YUUTHIBas npounoe [ToTTepa, oH



OBIIT YI[I/IBHéH, YTO MaJIb4YUK CMOTI' OTCTPAHUTHCA OT HETO.

"9T0 OBLN IEPBHIH pa3, KOra 5 M0-HaCTOSIIEMY YBHAOEI CBOUX POJUTEIIEN... M MEHS, Y MeHs OblITH
OYeHb KOPOTKHUE BOJIOCH], Ha JIOy He ObIJI0 HUKAKUX OTMETHH, U y MeHs ObUtu Opat u cectpa”, - C
TOCKO# cKa3an ['appu, He MMOHUMAS, YTO TOJIBKO YTO PacCKa3all 0 CBOEM CEPIEeYHOM KeJITaHUU
CHelmy, KaK HUKOMY IPyTOMY; Ka3aJloCh, OH He 0CO3HaBaJl HUYero, KpoMe CBOMX TOCKJIUBHIX
MEICTIEH.

CeBepyc TsXKeJo CTIOTHYI. HecKOMbKO MecsIeB Ha3ajl OH Okl 0OBUHUII MalbuKa B TOM, YTO €My
MEPEIIUTCS YTO-TO BPOE TOTO, YTO OH MPedeKT U CTAapOCTa, U Y HETO eCTh BCE APY3bsi, KOTOPHIE
TOJIBKO MOT'YT OBITh. i eMy cKa3asu, 4TO BII9K ero YCHIHOBUII, MJTH YTO-TO B 3TOM pome. OH He MOT
TIOBEPUTD, YTO MaJIbYUK TOJILKO YTO PaccKasajl eMy O JKeJaHUSIX CBOero CepAlla; YTo MOXKeT OBITh
6onee moBEpPUYMBHIM, 4eM 3T0? [laxe ecIu 3TO HUKOra He OyneT mpaBpoi. OH, KOHEYHO, coOupascs
IIOTOBOPUTH C [IaMOIIOPOM 3a CBOIO HEOCTOPOXKHOCTD.

"¢ maxe ckasan npodeccopy Makl['oHarami, 4To 3a KaMHEM KTO-TO OXOTUTCS", - B3MOXHY N ['appu,
yTpIOMO HakjlafbBas cebe emy, YyBCTBYS, UTO IIPOT0JI0AaCs, HECMOTPS Ha pa3roBop.

CeBepyc 4yTh He MOMepXHyJcs. ECu To, 4TO TOBOPUI eMy 3TOT MaJlbYuK, ObIITO ITPABMOH, a OH 3HAT,
YTO TaK OHO ¥ €CTh, TO IToueMy MakI[ oHaraI HU4Yero He npeanpuHsna? Ecnyu Obl OHK IPHIIIIA
UMEHHO K Hel, OHa Ol 00s3aTeIbHO TPOBEepHIIa, OMUHHA/IATD JIET KaMHIO WX HeT. Tem Oojee, 3Has,
YTO Ha KaMHe Takas cjiabasi 3amuTa, oH Ol 00s3aTeIbHO CITyCTUIICS BHU3.

"4 3Ha, 4To 370 OH; ['epMUOHA y3HAJIa, YTO [ejlaeT KaMeHb, U g UCIyrajica", - Ipu3Hasca ['appy,
HeZoyMeBasi, 3a4eM OH BCE 00bsicHsieT CHelny. 3a4eM OH 3TO0 fenaeT? EMy cienoBaso Obl
OCTaHOBHUTLCS, IEUCTBUTENIBHO CJieloBajio Obl, TIOKa OH He pa300yTal BCe CBOU CEKPETHI, HO, UepT
BO3bMH, OH He MOT 9TOTO0 cfienaTh. OH He 3HaJ I0YeMy, HO, UYepT BO3bMHU, OH He XOTeJl
ocTaHaBnuBaThCa. OH X0TeJl, YTOOH KTO-HUOYIb BEICITYIIA €r0 BepCUio COOBITHI. PaHbIlle OH He MOT
HU C KEM ITIOTOBOPUTH, HU C KEM, KTO OBl ero BrICTyIasn. CHell, KakK OH ¥ TOBOPUJ paHee, CyIIal, a
He 0alokasl ero, Kak peb€HKa, ¥ 3TO ObIJIO CTPAHHO IPUATHEIM 00JleTyeHreM, KOTTla OH ITOYyBCTBOBAJI,
4TO C €ro Ijyied CBaIujCs IPys3.

"BbI 3HAJIM, YTO OH MPUOET 3@ BaMU... ¥ I03TOMY PUCKHYJIH CBOEW KU3HBIO U €II1€ OBYMS, YTOOH
cpa3uTthcs ¢ HUM?" cyxo cmpocun CeBepyc. OH He BUHHUJI MaJIbulKa; OH MOCTYTHI OBl TakK XKe, eClu
OBl UX CUTYyalliy TIOMEHSINIUCh MECTAMU, U OH 3HaJ 3TO.

"¢l He 3Ham, 4TO OH OymeT TaM. 4 mMpocTo cobupascs 3abpaTh KaMeHb", - 3alIpoTecToBan I'appu, ero
JIUII0 TTPEBPATUIIOCh B KAMEHHYI0 MacKy. "f MPOCHUI WX He XOOUTh CO MHOM, HO OHYM HaCTauBallH, a i
TOTTIA eIl He OYeHb XOPOIIO 3HAI MaTrui".

CeBepycy 9TO II0KA3aJioCh JIOTUYHHIM; KOHEYHO, MaJIbYHiK, BEPOSITHO, He 3HaJI, 4TO BonmmeMopT
HaxoOuTcs TaM, BHU3Y. OH BCE ellé OBIJT YOUBJIEH, UTO MaJIbuYMKy yAanoch nobenuts KBuppenna u
0CTaHOBHUTEL BonmmeMopTa. ManbuuK, KOTOPEIMA Bilafie/l Maruei MeHee rofa, ¥ OOJIbIIas 4acTh €€,
BEpOSITHO, Oblza Oecrione3Ha nepeq JTUI0M HeIIPUITHOCTEH.



"3Haelb, Ha KaKOK-TO MOMEHT MHe 3aX0TeJIOCh OTAATh KaMeHb eMy", - Mpu3Harscs ['appu, ero rinasa
OCTEeKJIeHeJIH, a BhIpaXkKeHue JIhlla CTajo MyduTeIbHEIM. OH He 3aMeTusl, Kak ria3a CHeiina
PacCLIMPUIKCH B IIOJIHOM M3YMJIEHUM U HEJOBEPHUU.

"OH obellas MHE MOUX POOUTENEeH, CKa3aJsl, YTO CMOXKET BEePHYTh UX, U MbI Oy[eM IIpaBUTh BMecTe", -
yxmeinbHYJICS [appu. "KoHeuHo, B ryOuHe OYIIN 5 3HAJ, 9YTO OH JIKeT; KakK OBl MHE 3TOT0 HU
XOTEeJIOCh, 51 3HaJl, YTO 3TO HelpaBaa'.

"IleCTBUTEIBHO, - CIIOKOMHO 0TBeTH1 CeBepyc, B TOJI0OBE KOTOPOTO 1IapUI0 CMSITEHHE OT TOTO, UTO OH
y3Hau. YTo ke TaM mpou30unio? BcE, 4To OH 3Ha, 9TO TO, YTO MasbyuK nuinui Témuoro Jlopaa
BO3MOXKHOCTH BEPHYTHCS B IIOJIHYIO CHITy M YTO 3alnuTa JIunu npeBpatuiia KBuppesnna B mbutb. OH He
3agyMbIBasicst 00 3TOM - Tak feiicTBoBan TéMHEIM Jlopa, naBas obellaHus, KOTOPEe He cOOupacs
BBITIOTHSATH. XOPOIIOo, YTo IToTTep OTKa3ascs, HHa4ye OH [eHCTBUTEIHHO MOIYYUIT OB CBOUX
poxuTenel oOpaTHO - B 3arpo6HOM MUpe, Kak TonbKo TEéMHEIH Jlopn youn 651 ero. OH ObLT YOUBIEH,
yTo ITOTTEp Tak JIeTKO CHAJICs ¥ 3aTOBOPHI C HUM, pacCKa3biBasl BCE MOApsiA. BmpoueM, Korga
[TorTep He yousisn ero? IToxoxe, eMy HPABUIOCH TOCTOSTHHO BHITACKUBAThH KOBEP M3-TIOM HOT
Cesepyca.

Ho Gorblne Bcero ero 3afiefio HEMPEKJIOHHOe 3asBieHre ['appu o0 ToM, 4To Anb0yC 3HAET; eMy He
X0TeJiock 00 3ToM gyMmaTh. KoHeuHo, Anb0yc He cTtan Ovl mogBepraTh [loTTepa 0macHOCTH,
CIIeIIMaIbHO MOACTPOUB BCTPeuy MajburKa ¢ TEMHBIM JlopgoM. Ecnu KTO U 3Hal, HACKOJIBKO
6e3ymen Témubii Jlopa, Tak 3T0 Anb0OYyC.

Bups, 4TO ManbuuK He coOMpaeTCs pasriiallaTh HOBYI0 MHGOPMaLXIO, OH IPUHSJICS €CTh CBOU YKUH,
IIOTPY3UBIINCH B pa3MeilieHus. Ecnu [JamOiamop u 3Han, To oT CeBepyca CHeiilla OH 9TOT0 HUKOT'TIa
He ycnbimuT. OH He ObIT Y4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH JIETKO MPOLIaeT UTd CMUPSIETCS, €CNIA BOOO1IIEe
CMUpSeTCs, U OTIpaBKa Manb4uKa, chbiHa Jlunu, Kk TemroMy Jlopmy npuBoguia ero B apocts. OH He
PUCKOBAJI CBOEH XKU3HBIO, Cllacas MajabuMKa, TOJIBKO IJIst TOT0, YTOOH [JaMOIIop MOCTOSSHHO
VICIIBITBIBAJI €T0 Ha IIPOYHOCTh. ITO OCTAHOBUJIO BUJIKY Ha IIOJITYTH, MBICIIA O KOTOPOU 3aCTalld ero
Bpaciuiox. OH cpa3y e MOHsJI, YTo ['appu roBopuTt mpasny: Jam6amop nmpoBepsin ero. OTciofia u
JIETKO TIPEeO0noJIMMbIe 3alIUThHI, KOTOPhle OH YCTAHOBUJI: OHU ObLIM PacCYUTaHE Ha TO, YTO Yepe3 HUX
CMOKET IIPONTH IIEPBOKYPCHUK. ['appy efiBa He 3aphidai OT 6e3MOIBHON SPOCTH: OX U HATEPIUTCS
ke [Tam6nmop, korga CeBepyc CHEHIT YBUAUT €T0 B CIIENYIOIIUN pas.

O6a BCKOpe MOKWHYIIH CTOJIOBYI0, UYTOOH! 3aHSATHCS CBOMMM [ejlaMy Ha HOYb. BIIM3UITIOCh NEeBSATh
yacoB, Korga CeBepyc mocTy4an B oBepb ['appu.

"BouguTe", - MO3BaJ TOT K€ TOJI0C, UTO ¥ OOBIYHO, TOJIBKO Ha 3TOT pa3 CeBepyc yCIbIIan B HEM
OCTOPOXKHOCTb.

"TloTTep, 3Ta Ma3b n36aBUT TebOs OT CIENOB Ha CIIMHE... ECJIU TH JOBEPSEIb MHE HaCTOJILKO, YTOOH
HaHeCTH e€", - cka3zan CeBepycC Tak ke OTPHIBUCTO, KaK 0OBIYHO.

l"appI/I BHITJIAOEII l"J'IY60KO 03aJa4Y€HHBIM: €CJIM HET HUKAKUX NJOKa3aTeJIbCTB, CHeUI He MOXKeT
HCIIOJIb30BAaTh UX ITPOTUB HETO. OOHaKO MBICHIB O TOM, YTOOBI IMOOITYCTHUTD Cuelina K ce6e HaCTOJIBKO



61113K0, YTOOBI OH MOT [IOTPOHYTHLCS [0 HETO, BEI3bIBAJIa Y HET'O TOIHOTY. CHeln 6yoeT HaXxOOuThCS
1103a[y HEro, B ero CJIernoy 30He, U eC/IU OH 3aX04eT, TO CMOXKeT CHOeslaTh BCe, 4YTO YrogHO. U TyT emy
Ha yM IIPUIIJIO TO, CKOJIBKO pa3 CHEeUII cracaji eMy XKU3Hb. BCTIOMHUIICS UHIUOEHT C METJION U TO,
KaK CHeWI TOJMKHYJ UX TPOUX 3a CIIUHY. HecMoTpst HU Ha 4uTo, ['appu 3Has, uTo y CHelina ObI10
MHO2KECTBO BO3MOXKHOCTEM, TOPa3/0 JIYUIINX, Y4eM 3Ta, YTOOL MPUUUHUTEL eMy 60J1b, eciiu Obl OH
3axoTerl.

C rpycTHHIM B3[0XOM ['appu KMBHYJI I'0JI0BOM; OH Haj CHeWy moBof A1 COMHeHui. He To 4TOOH y
Hero OB MPUYHUHE COMHEBAThCS B HEM; KOHEUHO, CHEHII He cTajl OBl BO3UTHCS C 3€JIheM, eCiiu OBl
XOTeJl IPUYMHUTH eMY Bpe[ - OH ObI IIPOCTO CHeIa 3TO.

"CHuMHu pyOallIKy U OyCTUCh Ha HUKHIOK YaCTh KPOBaTU", - OTPEIBUCTO Npou3HEC CeBepyc, CHOBa
YIOUBUBIIKCH TOMY, 4TO ['appy pa3pemusn eMmy IOMOYb.

Tappu chenan To, 4YTo eMy OBIIIO BeJIeHO, Me[JIEHHO IBUTasiCh U epedupas maabliaMu I0H0
¢byTbonKu, KoTopas Oblla Ha HEM. Ha ero juile mosiBUIOCH ITOKOPHOE BEIPpAaXKEHUe, IPexkae 4eM OH
CHSIJI ee, 0YEBUIHO, UCIIBITHIBAS I'TyOOKHUHN OUCKOMMOPT OT TOTO, YTO PACKPHUI ce0sT mepen YIUTeNIeM.
CeBepyc BUfIEII BCE 3TO U yKe MaJio ueM OblI IIOKUPOBaH. IloTpsiceHue oT Toro, 4uto 'appu
TIOJIBEPTCSl Hacuuio, ObIJIO CBI3aHO CKOpPEee C TeM, UTO OH Okl ManbunkoM-KoTopsiii-Brikum, a He ¢
TeM, YTO PeOEHOK NeWCTBUTEIbHO oABePTrcs Hacunuio. Ecnu mns T'appu [ToTTepa He OBIIO HATe KOk,
TO [IJIST KOTO, YePT BO3bMH, Oblsla Hapiexkaa? OueHb MPaBUIbHEINA BOIIPOC Ha CaMOM feTie.
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