A, ongTh 9TOT TONI0C. He ycmen s mogymMaTh, 9YTO OTBETHTH, KaK PyKa CHOBA Iepellyia Ha aBTOIMUJIOT.
¢ B3MaxHYyJI 3alsICThEM BBEPX, ¥ KMHIKAJI BIETEJI B MOIO PYKY CO CIIMHBEI OaHOUTA. f1 HA MTHOBEHME
3aCThII B IIOJTHOM PACTEPSIHHOCTH, ITIOTOM CHOBA IIOCMOTPEJI Ha TEeJI0 U CTPEMUTEILHO OPOCHUIICS
IIPOYb U3 NepeyiKa. 3abxasich, S 6exal 0o caMoi CBoel KBapTHPHI, He OCTaHABIUBAsICh HU pPasy.
Jliomet Ha ynuiie ObII0 HEMHOTO, IO3TOMY MHe He HyKHO OBbIJI0 HM Ha KOT0 Hae3xkaTh. Bckope 5
mo6pasics 10 CBOeW KBAPTUPHI M OBICTPO OTIIEP [ABEPb. 3aIIBIXaBUINCh, ST 3aTJISHYII BHYTPb U YBUOET,
YTO TaM HUKOTO HET, 3HAUMUT, MaMa elrle Ha paboTe. TpscymuMucs pykamu s 3aKphUT 3a co60i IBepb
1 o0exKas B CBOI0 KOMHATY, Te, 6pOCUB CYMKY, yIaj Ha II0JI II0f IIKBAJIOM HeTaTUBHBIX IMOIUH.

TouHO, Teneps MHE XOUETCS BHIPYTaThCs. 4 eqBa He ObI0 KyJlaKaMH IT0 TOJIY OT AOCAOHI U
PacTepsiHHOCTHU OT TOT'0, YTO IIPOU30LLI0. MOU HOTH, KOTOPLIE BCIO HOPOTY Clofia OBUIM KaK
pacKaJIeHHbIE XKeJIe3HbIe IPYThS, TEMePh Ka3aJuCh PACTASIBIINM MOPOKEHBIM, COBEPIIEHHO
HEHYKHBIM. 1 BEITEp 7100 BCe elre ApoKaliel pyKou, 3aTeM IIPOBeI eio 1o cepany. OHO yxe
YCIIOKOUJIOCH, HO ero OapabaHHBIN 601, Ka3alioCh, 3aCTaBJIsA/]I KOMHATy BUOPUPOBATh OT KaXkI0ro
TOJTYKA. f TOMBITANICS CHenaTh TTyO0KUH BOX, KaK PaHbIlle, HO, XOTS 9TO ¥ TIOMOTJIO, KaXLH pa3
MHe Ka3aJi0Ch, 4YTO TOPJI0 IlapanalT U3HYTPH.

MHue HY2KHO OBITIO IIPpUHATE OYII U, MOXKET OBITH, B3OPEMHYTh, K HEPTY JOMAITHHUE 3adaHN . B
cepeguHe OHA. Ila, Bce Tak CEePhE3HO.

"HapeHp MacCKy, KOHTPaKTHUK"

...aX Ia, Ha MCHOBeHue S 32051 00 3TOM.

— JlagHO, TONMBKO KTO THI Takoi!? ['me ThI, 4epPT BO3bMM, HAXOOUIIILCS!?

Huskoe BopyaHue HAIOJIHUIIO MO0 T'OJIOBY, MMOYTH KaK 37100HOE PHIYaHMUE.

"Ecnu THI X0Yelllb ITOJIYYUTh OTBETHI, TO HaleHb MacCKy".

4 coepxkuBalo CTOH. Cepre3HO, HeyXKeu s He MOT'y XOTh Ha MUHYTY yCIIOKOUThCA? Kakoro yepTta g
CJIyIlIal0 TOJIOC B CBOEU r'0JIoBe?

"4 cmac Tebe XKU3Hb, KOHTPAKTHUK. VT TH CYUTAEIh, YTO CMEPTh 9TOM MeP30CTH Oblna MPOCTHIM

Be3eHueM?"

¢ OTKpPHBII POT, YTOOBI BO3PA3UTh, HO CJIOBA HE IIJIH, TaK KakK 5 OTJISAbIBAICS Ha mpousomepniee. OH
OB TIpaB: g yOuI (110 IT03BOHOYHUKY ITpo0ekaja MenKas IpoxkKb) 4ejloBeKa, OpOCHB HOXK, KOoraa y
MeHS [laxke He OBIJI0 HaBhIKA PETYISIPHOTO UCIOTb30BaHUsT HOXKA, K TOMY XKe 5 KaK OyaTo cTasl
HEBUIMMEIM, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OAHOUT CTOSIJT PSIIOM CO MHOM.

T'onoc 3aroBOpPUJI CHOBA, Ha 3TOT Pa3 €TI0 TOH Ka3aJICsAa 0ojiee MSITKUM.

"¢l... IOHUMAIO, YTO 3TO MOXKET CMYTUTh TeOsI, HO KJISHYCh AJlslaxoM, s aM Tebe OTBETHI, KOTOPHIE Th
WIIelllb, eCJIU TH HaJleHelllb MacKy".

4 cen Ha Moy, MOCTy4an nanbliaMy, a 3aTeM B3OoxHYy. [Ipu3HaThCs, 9T0 OBLIO... MSATKO TOBODS,
Oe3ymMueM, HO KaKasg-TO YaCTh MeHS C JTI00OMBITCTBOM XK7aja, YTO Ke CKaXeT rojoc. J MOTAHyJCS B
CYMKY ¥ [OCTajl MacKy, Ha MIHOBEeHUe 3arJIsiHyB B ee 00/uK. [logyeMy-To MHe I10Ka3aoch, YTO OHA...
Teriee. S CTIOTHYI, IPUJIOXKUII MacKy K JIULY...



...l MUD TIOTPY3HUJICS BO THMY.
[lepBoe, 4TO 51 HOYYBCTBOBAJI, GBI IIECOK.

Korpa st mexkas Ha 3eMJie, T YyBCTBOBAJI, KAK MOU ITaJIbIhl KOMTAIOTCS B MSTKHUX ITECUMHKAX, Jaxke
KOTTa 5 MBITAJICS OTKPHITH I'Ta3a. 1 3aCTOHA, KOT{la Moe TeJlo HepPHYII0Ch, IEITAsCh
COPHEHTHPOBATHLCSA. MHE yIaloCh IOOHSATh T'OJIOBY ¥ BCTPSIXHYTD €10... ¥ TOJIBKO TOT{IA S B UCIIYTe
OTIPSIHYTT Ha3af.

[To 60KaM OT MeHsT BO3BHIIIAIUCH IBe OTPOMHBIE CKaJIB, YXOmsIue B He60, ¥ KOHI[a UM He ObII0
BUOHO. He60o GBIIO TYCKII0-CEPHIM, U JIUIIH CJIabble COMTHEYHbIe Iy4YHd, Ka3aloch, MPOoOHUBaIKCh CKBO3b
Tyuu. [lepeno MHOM IIpoCTHPanIach CETh KaMeHHBIX MOCTOB, aPOK U ITellep, OCBEI[aeMbIX Baiu
IIpU3payvyHbIM T'OJTyOLIM CBETOM. B BO3[yXe IIenTaluch CTPaHHBIE I'0JIoCa Ha YyXKUX S3BIKaX,
HACTOJIBKO cJ1abble, YTO UX MOXKHO OBIIO IPUHSTE 3@ BETep.

4 momHAN PyKy, 4TOOH IIPOTEPETH I'/1a3a, U 3aMep, KOorga MOU Iaslbllbl KOCHYJIUCh YeTr0-TO TBEPAOTO,
YTO OTPEefeNIeHHO He ObII0 KOXKe. d MeIeHHo OIIyTall CBOE JIUIIO, ¥ I'Jla3a MOU PaCIIAPHUIIUCE,
KOTTIa s Y3HaJl 9TO OILIyLIeHHe:

910 OBlIa Macka!

4 cymopoxHO cxBaTuiICS 3a 60Ka U IONBITAJNICA CHATH ee, HO, K MOeMy yxKacy, OHa IIPUJIUIIIA K MOeMY
nuiy! 91 B OTYasTHUM OTJISIAENICS TT0 CTOPOHAM, MHITAsCh HAWTH YTO-HUOYIb, YTOOH CHSITH €€, KOTHa
3HAKOMBIH IJTyO0KUM roJI0C 3aCTaBUJI MeHs 3aMepeTh Ha MecCTe.

— 51 611 He coBeTOBaJI Tebe 3TOro AeiaTh. ITO TO, YTO ImogmepzKuBaeT TBOIO 2KHM3HE B 3TOM MeCTe.

4 obepHyCS Tak OBICTPO, YTO, BOIMOXKHO, IIOJTY4¥II YAap IJIEThI0, ¥ CHOBA 3aCThII Ha MecTe. Ilepeno
MHOM CTOsIJIa BRICOKasi purypa B 4epHOM IIjIallle C KamiolIoHOM, 3aKphIBABIIMM OOJIBIIYIO YacTh Tejla.
Ero 3akoBaHHbIE B OPOHIO PYKH CKUMaJU PYKOSITh 04€Hb OTPOMHOTO ¥ 3HAKOMOTO Meya. JIXIIo
3aKphiBajia elfe 0oJjiee 3HAKOMasi MackKa-4epel C IByMs poraMu, TOpYalliM{ U3 KaliolloHa, U
OTHEHHO-TOIYOBRIMH I'JIa3aMH, CBETSIIUMUCS U3 TTa3HUIl. HO caMbIM CTpAIIIHEIM B HeM Oblsla aypa,
KOTOPYI0 OH u3nydas. OT Hero UCXOAUIIO OIIyIeHKe TTOTHON 6eCIIOMOLTHOCTH, CJIOBHO 51 OBLIT JIUCTOM,
KOTOPHIM B 110601 MOMEHT MOXKET YIIacTh C iepeBa.

Mexny HaMH IOTSIHY/IACh THUIIMHA, JaXe Cabblif MIernoT mpekpaTtuiics. To, 4To g He Oeran u He
KpudaJ, KaK MaJjieHbKasl leBoYKa, ObIsI0 caMo 110 cebe uymoM. 4 Kmas, 4To OH YTO-HUOYIb CKaXKeT,
HO OH IIPOJI0JIKaJl CMOTPETh Ha MEHSI CBOMM afCKUM TI'oJTyObIM B3TJISAOM. S OTKPHIBAJ U 3aKpPhIBall
POT, IIBITAsICh 3aTOBOPHUTH, HO HUKAK HEe MOT CHOPMYIUPOBATE BOmpoc. CIyCTsi, Ka3aaoCh, MUHYTY, S
PelIuI HavyaTh C Yero-HuOymb IIPOCTOTO:

— I'me s1?

<D1/11"ypa B IIJIallle XMBIKHYJIA, IIPeXKae 4e€M OTBETUTE.

— Trl B TOM MecTe, KOTOPOe CYIIecTByeT Be3fe u Hurme. OHO CKphIBAeTCS Ha Kpalo MUpPA, B KakOOM
TEMHOM YTTy, B KaXXIOW Telllepe U NOJIMHEe, HO HU OJIHO KHWBOE CYIIECTBO HE MOXKET TyHa BOUTH...
HUKTO, KpoMe TeOsI, Ja ¥ TO He BCeraa.

OH nopHSN PYKYy C MEUOM M XKECTOM yKd3aJl IIATIaCTON HepanKOIZ MHE 3a CIIUHY.



— OT0 MecTo, KOTOpoe oTaeneHo oT Mupa. OHoO cyliecTBoBajo 3agoiro no Hero, u 6ymer
CYILIECTBOBATH eIIle HOJIT0 MOCJIe TOr0, KaK OH COTPETCS B MBLTb. ITO MECTO, KOTOPOTO 6OSITCS BCE
JIIOMM, HO JIUIIh HEMHOTHE OCMEJIUBAIOTCS CTYIIATh 0 ero TpormaM. OgHaKo [AJIs Hac ¢ ToOOM 3T
MeCTO - yOexXuIle, MECTO MEIUTAIINH, MECTO TI03HAHHUS. Y HEro MHOTO UMeH U ¢GopM, HO [IJIs Hac 3TO
l'opHas be3nna, [lonuaa B CmepTHOU TeHM.

— Wpsa monuHOM CMEPTHOM TeHH, s He 6010Ch 371a... — MPobopMOoTan 5, U 3HaMEeHUTas LIuTaTa
MTHOBEHHO BCIIJIBLJIA B MO€M royioBe. — [1ogoXkK oy, Tel X04elllb CKa3aTh, YTO... 3TO U €CTh Ta OOJIMHA?
9TO peanibHOE MECTO?!

— OTKypa, mo-TBOeMy, B3sj1ach 3Ta ¢pasa? ToT, KTO ee IpuUgyMall, BUEI 3TO MECTO MENIbKOM, U
BOCIIOMUHAHUS IIPECIIef0BajIi €r0 O CaMOX MOTHUJIHL.

XM... ecu s TPaBUJIbHO TIOMHIO, pa3a B3siTa U3 XPUCTHAHCKOM bubnuu. My u3 eBpeickoi? B
mo60M ciydae, 3TO HeBaxKHO. MTak, Tereps 5 3HAl0, 4YTO 3TO 3a MECTO, HO...

— Kax s croma moman?

— Macka, KOTOPYIO Thl HOCHIIIb, — 3TO MEPEXUTOK MOETro BpeMeHHU. BocmoMuHaHus, KOTOPBIE OHa
HeCeT, 0CTaBaJIuCh CUJIbHBIMU Ha IIPOTSIXKEHUU BEKOB, M BO BPEMS ee CO3[aHus B Hee MPOCOYuUsIach
YacTHIla CUJIBI 9TOM mojuHbl. OHA 3allemuiIach 3a TeOs ¥ Iociiana TBOIO OYINY, TBOM AXKaH CIOfa,
YTOOLI MBI MOTJIX OOIIIATHCH.

— Ilomoxpau... MO AyIIy?

— ITa. TBoe TeJo BCe elre HaXOOUTCSA B TBOEH 00MTENHN U BHIJIIIUT KaK CIIsIIee.

XM... TIOX03Ke Ha acTpajbHYI0 MPOEKIUI0. £ 3ayMUYuBO 10Tep MoabopPonoK, 00myMbIBast CII0Ba

yeJioBeKa B IITalne. Eciiy Mou mpefnoioxkeHus BEPHLI, TO eMY YOal0Ch IIOTOBOPUTH CO MHOM, IIOTOMY
YTO y MeHs Oblna Macka. Temeps, KOTrfla OHa Ha MHe, MBI MOXKeM 00IIaThCs JIULIOM K JIUIY B 3TOM...

MuHYTOUYKY.
— BEL... BBl CKa3a/Iy, 4TO 3Ta MacCKa - IEPEeXUTOK Balllero BpeMeHu? — YeoBeK C Yepernom KUBHYII.

— Torpga 9T0 3HAYUT..., — BOCIIOMHAHAHUS O BUepalllHeM JHe HaXJILIHYJIM Ha MEeHs, KakK I10e3]
"CunkaHCceH". ECTi OH CKa3aJ, 4TO 9Ta MaCKa U3 ero BpeMeHH, 3Ha4uT...

[3T0 opiHa M3 MOCNIegHUX HaX0HOOoK B AmaMyTe], - MOSICHUNI 3eIpeTd, KOrAa s OCTOPOXKHO B35
MKATYIKY. [ TBepOo yBEepeH, YTO acCCaCUHBI HOCHUIM TON00HbEIe MacKH, Korfa OBl aKTHUBHHI. |

U He TOJBKO 3TO... TEEPh, Koraa g 00 3TOM IOAyMaJl, er0 I'0JIoC TOXKe MOKa3aJCs MHE 3HAaKOMBIM.
THI ellle He MOXKeIllb OTBAXKUTLCA HA UCTUHY... UCTUHY TOTO...

T'onoc... oH OBITT B MOEM CHe!

Ia, ecnu s 1 He coOupasicss 00/enaThCsl PaHbIIe, TO Teeph MHE TOYHO 3TOr0 3aX0TeJIOCh.
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