## T'nmaBa 4: Crapeii KnekcuB Ty HOYB IIaXTePHl HE BEPHYIUCH B XUKUHY. ITO [I03BOJIUIIO 3UOHY
HaCJIagUuThCS TPOCTOPOM ¥ KOM(POPTOM KOMHATH B OqUHOYECTBe. "XM-M!" - 3MOH IPOTSHYIICS,
MOJHUMASICh C TTocTenu. [Tociie mpoOyKaeHus: OH YyBCTBOBAJI ce0st 60phIM, 6€3 yCTaNOCTH, IIOJIHBIM
sHepruu."OTauyHo!" - OH OBLI TOBOJIEH CBOUM (U3UYECKUM COCTOSTHUEM. HecMOTpsl Ha paHHee yTpo,
COJIHIIE y3Ke OUII0 KT'y4UM, CJIIOBHO IIBITAsICh ONANIUTh KOXKY. PaHbIlle 3M0OH TOPOIUJICS CIPSITAThCS OT
TaKOTO 3HOSI, HO Tellepb HEOOXOIUMOCTH B 9TOM He ObJI0. OTO ToXKe OBIJT pe3ynbTaT ero
mpoOyXKaeHus.3M0H IPOTYJIUBAJICS I10 IIaXTEPCKOMY TOPOAY, HaclaXaasiCh IJI0JaMu CBOETO HOBOTO
cocTosiHus. ['opon OBITT MaJIeHBKUM U YOOTHM, HO B HEM MOXKHO OBIJIO HAWTH BCe HEOOXOIUMOe.
[MTaxTa Maruueckux KamHel mpecTaBiisiiia co00i XKU3HEHHO BaXKHbIM IIYHKT B yCTHIHE. KapaBaHH,
IepeceKamwllie ee, OCTAHABIMBAJIUCE 3[ECh 3a IIPUIIacaMHy, a TaKXKe IIPOofiaBaii TOBapHI, KyIIJIEHHbIE
B IPYTHUX Topofax. KpoMe Toro, mpuesxay UCKaTeld IPUKIIOueHHH, Tofo6Hsle rpynne Yan Ex-
0€Ma, TPOBEPSIOIINE U TOTOBSIINE CHapsKeHUe Iepel pelaMy B Toa3eMelbs. B pe3ynbraTe B
ropome chOpPMHUPOBAJICS JOBOJILHO OKMBJIEHHBIH PHHOK. "CHavaja Hy2KHO yY3HaTh BCce 00 9TOM
MecTe," - pa3MbIisan 3uoH. OH yKe 3HaJ 00 YCTPOMCTBE IIaXTHl, CIyLIas PACCKa3kl IIIaXTePOB, HO
JUYHble HAaOIIoeHNs KapAuHaIbHO OTINYAIUCh OT TOTO, YTO MOXKHO OBIJIO YCITBIIIIATh OT APYTHX.
3UWOH [I0BePST TOJIBKO MH(OPMaIK, KOTOPYIO MOT IIPOBEPUTH CaM, IIPKUBHIYKA, IPUIIEAIIas K HeMY
u3 Tpyi00. Ha yoorom priHKe OBIIIO Majio jofeli. PaHHee yTPo, a MaxTepH ellle He BTN U3
IIIaXTHI, II03TOMY MECTO BHITJISAMENO0 MyCTHIHHBIM. [[laxTa Oblsla TTy0OKOM U 3allyTaHHOM, TI09TOMY
IraxTepsl 6panu ¢ co6o¥ embl Ha HECKOIBKO [IHEH, Befb no0bya Jaxe omHoro Marudeckoro Kamus
3aHMMaJia He MeHee HeCKOJIbKUX CYTOK. BXOOUTh ¥ BEIXOAUTH U3 IIAXTH TOCTOSTHHO OBIIIO
6eCcCMBICIIEHHO, TI03TOMY IIIaXTePHl IPEAIOYUTAId 0CTaBaThCS BHYTPU U MUTATHCS TOXKe. 2KU3Hb UX
Obl1a mo-HacToseMy yooroii. Korga 3uoH BIepBhIe yCIbIan 06 3ToM, OH He MOT ITIOBEPUTh CBOUM
ymaM. K cuacThio, OH mpoOyauiIcs, HO eCIi OH He Ha#eT crocod pa3BUBaTh CBOU CIIOCOOHOCTH B
OnmuxKaiiee BpeMs, eMy, BO3MOXKHO, IIPUIETCS CAMOMY CITYCKAThCS B IIAXTY. ITOTO CJIE[0BAJIO
n36exaTh.'p-p-p... - 3aypyasio y Hero B KUBOTe. 3U0H HaxMypuscs. OH MOHSII, YTO He e/l KaK
cnenyet c o0ena Buepa. CHavasa Hy>KHO ObIJIO PEIUThL ITpo0ieMy ronofa. B mouckax mecra, e
MOXKHO TI0eCTh, 3UOH 3allle]l Ha PHHOK. HacTos1ero pecropaia 3fech SBHO He OBLIO, HO V¥ HETO
MMeJuCh JeHbI'u. B caMoM fanbHeM yTrily pelHKa, MCTOYas alllleTUTHBEIM apoMarT, paclojarajcs jlapek
C IMaUIIbIKaMHU. 3a XKapOBHEM CTOSII MOTPENaHHbIM CTapuK. [ My00oKKre MOPIIUHLL, 60pPOoga U OUYKH C
TPECHYTHIM CTEKJIOM CKPHIBaJIM UCTUHHBIM BO3PACT 3TOr'0 BHYILIUTEIBHOTO CTapuKa. 3U0H, HEMHOTO
CTECHSISICh, CeJI HallPOTHUB CTapuka. "M3 KaKoro Msica 3T MIAIILIKKA?" - CIIPOCUTI OH. "Tebe 3HATH He
Hazo. Xe-xe!" - crapuk ycMexHyscd."q mpocTo..." - 3u0H KuBHYJI. PaHbllle 0OH pa3BOAuUII KOPOB U
CBHHEH U eJl Msca CKOJIbKO XOTeJI, HO B 9TOM MHpe TaKas POCKOIIb Oblia HeflocTynHa. [Jaxke B Heo-
Ceyne ymoTpe06sinu mo 60IbIe YacTH MsICO, BeIpallleHHOoe B nabopaTopusx. Ho B Tpymo0ax monu
YaCTO MUTAINCh KPHICAMHM, TapaKaHaMHU UJTH 00beIKaMu, OCTABIIMMHUCS OT MOHCTPOB. 3UOH
nornpo6oBas manuislik. CTapuk CMOTPEIT Ha Hero 4epe3 CBou OuTHe 0UKU. "THl TYT HOBEHbKUU?" -
cripocus oH."{ npuexan Buepa. BKycHO," - oTBeTus 3U0H, iepexeBbiBas Mgco0."Buepa? Trl 3HA4UT,
TOT, KTO BBIKWJI II0CJe HallafgeHus [lecuanoro Yepss?""Pa3Be 3Ta HOBOCTh y2Ke paclIpoCTpaHUIach?"
"Xe-xe! CeKpeToB B 3TOM MecCTe He ObIBaeT, KpoMe IBeTa Oesbs. K 3aBTpaliHeMy gHIO 00 3TOM yKe
Bce OynyT 3HaTh.""Tbdy!" - HEOOBONBHO LLIKHYT 310H."Xe-xe! B mo060M cnydae, Ha YUCTOTO U
moOporo mapHst MHOTHEe 00paTsAT BHUMAHUE U 3aXOTSIT UM BOCIIOIb30BaThCS."3MOH Cpa3y MOHSII, YTO
MMeJl B BU[Iy CTApHK, ¥ YCTABUJICS Ha Hero 37100H0. OmHaKO, CTapuK He 00paTul BHUMaHUS Ha ero
B3TJISI] ¥ ITPOIOJIKUII CBOIO peyb."Bynb ocTopoxkeH. 4 He 3Hal0, TOYEMY THl BIOPaJ 3TO MECTO [T
y0Oexwutiia, Ho KomdopTa 31ech Tebe He BUmaTh.""Y6exuie? HeT, s mprexan ciofa 3apabaTeiBaTh
OeHwry," - Bo3pa3uin 3uoH."Xe-xe! Bo3aMoxHo. Ho TH K 3TOMy 9BHO He ToTOB.""K yeMy He
rotoB?""Tot, kTo npuexan B [llaxTy Maruyeckux KamHeii, 4ToOk 3apaboTaTh, faxke KUPKU C cOOOM
He B34J1. He moxoXKe Ha 4ejioBeKa, KOTOPHIM NIPUIIENT CI0a Paju feHer," - IPOHUIaTeNIbHO 3aMeTull
CTapUK.JTHU CJI0Ba I'Ty00KO BheIUCh B coO3HaHUe 3uoHa. OH HaxMmypuics. CTapuKy ITOHpPaBUIach
peakiusa 3uoHa. "TH 37ech, HaBepPHOe, 0YeHb JaBHO?" - CMeHUI TeMy 3u0H."C caMOro OTKPBITHUS
[laxTel Marnueckux Kamuen, Tak 4TO MOXKHO CKa3aTh, S OOUH U3 cTapoxkunoB"."Tak maBHo?" "Ara!
[TocmoTpu Ha HUX. f cobuparn Bce 3TO C CaMOro Haydana," - CTapuK KUBHYJ PYKOM BHYTPD JIaBKH.



BayTpu OBIIM Ky4u pa3HO00pa3HbIX IPEAMETOB, HESICHO AJIS Yero npegHa3HadyeHHBIX."dTo 3T0?" -
oMHTepecoBascs 3uoH. "OCTaTKu TeX, KTO MpHeXxall Clofia CHadasa u ygepxkarscs. Kak Ter.""A?" "Onu
YIIOPHO OTKAa3BIBAJIUCH CIIYCKAThCA B LIaxTy. Korga meHsru KOHYaIUCh, OHU IIPOaBaid BCe, YTO Y
HuX Ob10. CHavaia 6ecrosie3Hkle BeIy, a IOTOM caMoe IieHHoe. Korga Heyero OBIJIO TPOmaBaTh,
TOJILKO TOTla OHU HaKOHeI] CIIyCKaJIUCh B IaxTy. BoT Takas pyTuHa.""be3yMuel!" - BO3MyTUICA
3uoH."Tlone3noe otnpasnaioT B Heo-Cey, a Gecrnosie3Hoe ocTaeTcs 3[ech. Tak YTO 3TO CIIEHHl TEX,
KTO B KOHILIE KOHI[OB O0T4asAicda. Xe-xe!" - oTBeTus cTapuk.Ero cMex 3By4an XyTKOBaTO. B ero Barnsame
3UOH yBU[eJl IpenylnpeXaeHre, 4YTO MOXET [I0IIacTh B TaKyl0 Ke CUTyalulo. ANNEeTUT 3U0Ha UCUES.
OH C TpyZOM IPOTJIOTUII OCTaBIIKECS KYCKU Msica U BCTasl."CKOIbKO?" - CLIPOCHUII OH. "[lecsAThb
coner!""He cnerxanHo! TH 4TO, ITOCHITIAJ 9TO MSCO 30710TOM? [leCATh CONer 3a KyCOK Msica TakKoro
KayecTBa?" - He ygepkaJjcs oT Bonpoca 3uoH. OCHOBHOM BalioTou B KonoHUU Heo-Ceyma ObIn
Maruueckui Kamens. LleHa ero onpepesnsnach Kak OOUH KaMeHb Ha KujorpaMM. OOuH COJib
PaBHAJICS OOHOU THICIYHOU YacTu Marudeckoro Kamus. To eCTs fecsiTKa COJIed COCTaBIsAia COTYIO
yacTb KaMEHHOTO 9KBUBasleHTa. Takoe LeKOTaHNe HEPBOB ObI0 HEOORYHEIM faxe B Heo-Ceyre.
[TporecT 3uoHa 6bnT ecTecTBeH. Ho cTapuk ocTancs paBHomyieH. CIIOBHO OXKH[al TaKOT0 OTBETa.
"3mech Bce 1eHHO. Efa, omexXna, maxke KupKa. [103TOMy BCe IpofaeTcs 3[ecCh 110 TaKou 1eHe.""A 4To,
€CJIY 51 0TKaXKyCh IJIAaTUTL?" - He yHUMascsa 3uoH."Xe-xe! He mpocTo Tak cTaphiii 6€CIIOMOITHEIN
CTapUK KakK S YMyAPUJICS OCTaBaThCS B TAKOM HEIIPOCTOM MeCTe CTOJIbKO BpeMeHu." "Kakas mpuunHa
?"B 9TOT MOMEHT BIIafie/IbIlbl OTMKANUIITNX JTaBKK ITOBEPHYJIM TOJIOBH M YCTAaBUINCEH Ha 3u0Ha. X
pe3Kue B3TJISAOE 3aCTaBUIM 3UOHA CXKaTh Kyjlaku. "OH CKa3all, 4YTo cTapoxuil." Teneps emMy cTan
TIOHATEH CMBICH. Y CTapyUKa MOTJIH OBITh CBS3M C IPYrMMH Mara3uHaMu B IllaxTe Marudeckux
Kamneli. Bo3aM0KHO, OH OBIJI I'7TaBOM 3TOTO PHIHKA. [[J15 TOTO, YTOOH BHIKMBATh, B 3TOM MECTE
HEIOCTAaTOYHO OBIIIO MPOCTO XOOUTD MO OTKPHITEIM HeO0M. HeoOxomuMe! OBl CBSI3U U OMBIT. Ecu
3M0H OTKaXKeTCs IJIaTUTh 3a ey, BellMKa BePOSITHOCTh, YTO OH HE CMOXKET KYIIUTLCS B APYTUX
MarasuHax."Uept mobepu! f moman B IOBYLIKY," - momyMas 3uoH. "Bce ke, TBou MO3ru paboTaioT. A
HEKOTOpPBIe He MOT'YT PacIlIpOo3HaTh ONACHOCTh U [enaloT riynocTty.” "Xa! V MeHsd HeT geHer nIpsaMo
ceiigac," - coBpas 3uoH. "3Ha4yuT, y Tebs eCTh 4TO-TO Apyroe. Moxer Maruyeckuit Kamenn?" "..." -
3uoH Monuain. "Marudeckuii Kamens, a? Otnaii ero. f nam Tebe cipaBeduBYIO IeHY."310H IBITANICS
COTIPOTHUBNATELCA [0 nocnenHero. OH He XOTeJ 0THaBaTh KaMeHb, faxke yOUB 3a HEro 4yejoBeKa, BCETO
3a LeHy manuibika. CTapuK YCMeXHYJICS, BUAs YIPSIMCTBO 3uoHa. "Maitery! Ciyx o TOM, 4TO y Te0s
ecTb Marudeckuii KaMeHb, pacIipOCTPaHUTCS 110 BCEU LIaxXTe B TeYeHue Yaca. [lyMaels, Thl
CMOXKeIIIb 3alUTUTh €T0 K TOMYy BpeMeHu?"KoHeYHOo, UICTOUHUKOM 3TOM "HOBOCT" OyJeT caM CTapuK.
Ho oH He moTpynuncs eMy 006 9TOM CKa3aThk. 3MOH C HEHABUCTHIO YCTaBUJICA Ha cTapuka. OH
TOPAUJICS TEM, YTO MEPEKMUII MHOTO TPYAHOCTEH, HO CTapUK, CTOAIIUN Ieped HUM, BUAEeN Ha MHOTO
6ornblie, B HECKOIBKO pa3 00JIbIle. B IPOHUIIATENTbBHOCTH U HATJIOCTU 3UOH He MOT C HUM
cpaBHUBATHCS. [10 CpaBHEHMIO CO CTAPUKOM, OH ObLJT IPOCTO MaskbimoM. Kak TOJBKO CTaHeT
M3BECTHO, YTO ¥ HETO eCTh KaMeHb, OH He CMOXKEeT 0TKa3aThCsd OT TpeboBaHus. "YepT mobepu!" - 3uoH
IocTanl U3 KapMaHa MaJleHbKHi Kycouek Marudeckoro Kamus. I'ma3a crapuka pe3ko 3abecTen.
"A! Ecnu OH TaKOT'0 pa3Mepa, TO CTOUT OKOJIO cTa cojeil.""Trl myTuins? B Heo-Ceyne oH npuHec OBl
6omee TpexcoT"."Ho 910 He Heo-Ceyn." "Heyxkenu 9To MPOUCXOOUT IPSMO ceirdac?" - CIpoCUIl 31OH.
"Marer! [lazxe COKpPOBUIIle MOXKET ITPEBPATUTHCS B Oefly, ecniu y TeOst HET CUJIbI €T0 3allUTUTh. Xe-
xe!" CTapuk 3axoxoTaj. Y 3u0Ha BO3HUKIIO XKejlaHWe YOApUThb ero 10 JIUIY, HO OH He CMOT ce0st
3aCTaBUTh 9TO CHEJAaTh. [IOKOPUTD CTapuKa He OBITIO CJI0KHO, HO OH 60sics mocnencTsuit. Ecau
CTapUK YMYOPUICS BHIKKUBATh 3[E€Ch CTOIHKO BpEMEHH, ¥ HeTo 00s3aTelbHO OB CBI3U C
[TpoOyxpennsiMu, oxpaHsiomumu [llaxty. [ToBegeHne cTaprika TOBOPUIO O TOM, 4YTO, Jaxe eciu
3UOH yUIeT, 3TO HUYero i Hero He 3Hauuino. CTapuk, NPOXKUBIINY B 9TOM MeCTe JeCATKU JIeT,
o0apian omyiieHueM IIPEBOCXOACTBA U CITIOKOMCTBUS, YTO OaBUJI0 Ha 3uoHa. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ, Kak
CXKUMaeTcs nepeq HUM. "Xa!" - B KOHLIe KOHIIOB, 3UOH B300XHYJI. OH IIPUIIEeN B 3TO MECTO Pagu 3TOr0
MaJIeHbKOT0 Kycouka Marudyeckoro KamHs, a Tereps OH CTOMJI BCETO CTO cojieil. Bcs ero pabota
Ka3asiachk O6ecmoie3Hoil. "3ayeM s Impolesl yepe3 Bce 3TH TPYAHOCTH..." - C TOpedbio TogyMai oH.B
UTOTe OH OTAAJl KaMeHb cTapuky."Xe-xe! He paccTpauBaiics. 4 He Tak IJI0X ¥ He TaK HEBEXKECTBEH.



4 He Oyny coupaTh C HOBEHBKOT'0, KOTOPOTO TOJILKO UYTO BCTPETHI, Bce fo KocTu.""'YTo?""d mam Tebe
IEBSHOCTO COJier. XpaHU UX XOPOILIO0. 3AeCh MHOTO KapMaHHUKOB U BOp.. "[IpUTBOpSEIIbCS, YTO
OOUIITLCST 3@ MBIIIh, KaK KOIIKa, a?" 310H, BOpYa, 3aCyHYJI IEBIHOCTO COJIEH, KOTOPHIE Jall eMy
CTapuK, B KapMaH. CTapuK 3acMesJiCcs U IToKa3a XKeCTOM Ha BHYTPeHHOCTh Mara3uHa."B oOMeH Ha
Hallly TIePBYI0 COETIKY, g fapio TeOe OfUH U3 MPeIMETOB, JieXkKallliX BHYTPHU.""Thl UMeellb B BULY 9TOT
xnam?""Ecnu He xouens...""YepT nobepu!" 3uoH BCcTan 1 3amen BEyTpb. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI OLIyIIeHUE
mopaxkeHus, yXoas Tak rmpocto. OH myMas, YTO [OJIKEH B35ITh YTO-TO, YTOOBI KOMIIEHCUPOBATh
moTepIo 0T o6MaHa cTapuka. OfHAaKO OH He 0XKHUOaJl HAWTH YTO-TO IleHHOe BHYTPHU. Tak Kak BCe
1I0JIe3HOe OTIpaBsiiock B Heo-Ceyr, ocTanuch TOJIBKO BCSIKUE MYCTIKYU. 3U0H nepebupan xmaM. "YTo
3T0? 3mech oguH Xj1aM. YTo s HOJIKEeH oTciofa B3aTh?""Xe-xe!" - cTapuk 3acMesisics, Habmogas 3a
3uoHoM. EMy GbIJIO Becesio CMOTPETh Ha HET0. BoNbIIMHCTBO JTI0fiel, IpHe3XKaBIInX CIofa, B UTOTe
YyBCTBOBA/IM pa3ovyapoBaHue U KojebaHue, HO 3M0H He ITOKa3kIBal HUKAKUX IIPU3HAKOB 3TOT0. TeM
He MeHee, 3TO 03HayaJjio, YTO OH BO YTO-TO BEPUJI. ITO MECTO OBIIIO U3HOIIEHHEIM. Bce 00bIYHOE, YTO
IIPUXOAUJIIO CI0fla, U3HAIIUBAIOCH TOXKE - JIIOOU, IPEeIMETHl U BCe OCTanbHOe. [103TOMy, KOrfa KTo-TO
M3JIy4all TaKylo CHIPYIO 9HEPTHUIO B 3TOM M3HOIIEHHOM MHUpe, 3TO Opocanock B ria3a. CieoBaTenbHo,
cTapuk yinbibasncs, Habmogas 3a 3uoHoM. [IpocTo CMOTpEeTh, KaK OH BOpOoYaeTcs B XJlaMe, BopYa IIpo
ce0s, U3Iy4asno KUBYIO 9HEPTruio. Ero pemmmocTh HUKOTIa He ITOTEPIeTh YORITKOB Obllla JOCTaTOYHO
MUJION. B 3TOT MOMEHT 3MOH BHITAIIXII YTO-TO U3 pa3H000pa3HbIX IpeaMeToB. "UTo 910?" OH mogHec
K CTapUKY OYeHb MaJIeHbKHe IeCOYHble Yackl. "[lecoyHnle yachl.""[la g BUXKY. ITO HE TO, UYTO A
crnpawmuBato. [ToueMy onu 3mech?" "HUKTO UX He B35J1, IO3TOMY OHU 3[1€Ch OCTAJIUCh," - PaBHOLYIIIHO
oTBeTHUJ cTapuk.Ero cmosa Ovinu npaBmoi. OH mprobGpert 3T Meco4YHble Yackl JaBHO, KOTHa KaKo#-To
KapaBaH Boien B Heo-Ceyn. OH Kynuj UX BMeCTe C OIPYTMMU BelllaMy, HO OHM OKa3aJIuCh
0ecIio1e3HEl, TO3TOMY OH 3aCYyHYJ UX Cpenu xjama. [laxe B MUpe, KOTOPLIM yIIan B Pa3pyxy, HUKTO
He 3aMOpayvuBasics OB, Tast MECOYHEIE Yackl ¢ CO60H. DTO OBllIa MPOCTO YKpalleHue. B coBpeMeHHOM
Mupe TonbKo 6orauu B Heo-Ceyse TpaTUIM IeHbI'M Ha TaKKWe YKpalleHus. A Takue JIIOOU HUKOTOA He
3axOOuIM B 3TO MecTo. "Kak HacueT TOro, 4ToOkl BHIOpATh APYTro MpeaMeT BMecTo 3Toro?" " Xmd!
Iaxe ecnu g Oyoy UCKaTh Aajbllle, S He IyMalo, YTO Haly 4To-To GoJee 1enoe, yeM 3To.""He xkanen
noToM.""Xopo1o."310H yIIen U3 Mara3uHa, fiepxka B pyKe IIeCO4YHbIe Jackl. "Xe-xe! 3axonu ele Kak-
HuOymb.""Crmacubo, HO HeT.""d mymalo, MHI ellle He pa3 mepeceyeMcs.""He xouy arToro..."310H,
OYEeBHUOHO pa3dpaxkeHHBIN, Havas yXonuTh. CTapUK IPOOOJIZKAI CMOTPETh Ha HEero C yNIbOKo# Ha
nuiie. 3aTeM 3MOH OCTAHOBUIICS U CITpOCH cTapuka. "Kak Te0s 30ByT?""Knekcu.""Torma s 6ymy
3BaTh TeOs cTapuk Knekcu. [laBait Oosbiile He BUAUMCS." 3MOH IOIIEN MPSIMO U3 Mara3uHa. CTapuk
3axoxoTaJjl, Habmiomas 3a TeM, Kak 3M0H yxonuT. "He Mory Tak cmenath. KaxkeTcs, ecTh ellle MHOTO
Yero CHATH C HEro U CheCTh. Xe-xe-xe!""ECu JI0X KJII0HET Ha HaXXUBKY, ero BEICYILIAT J0 KOCTH" -
TakoB OblT 3aK0H IllaxTh Maruyeckux Kamuei. M Knekcu 3Has mpaBuia 9TOro ropofa JIydIne BCex.
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