— BepHsxkKa 3acinyxkuBaeT Koro-to 6omnee xpabporo, yem ..M myxu 0THOCSTCS K TeOe ¢ OOJIBbIIoN
HEXKHOCTBIO. §1 myMaro, Masibiil, oHU OyOyT pagsl TBoek KoMmmanuu. — Ckasana 61oHauHKa OXOTHUKY,
He CBO[S C Hero ronyOsix ria3. OHa, 0YEBUAHO, CMOTPENIA He TOBKO Ha HEero, HO U Ky[a-TO MUMO
HEro.

OXOTHUK CHOBa IIOMIOIIEN K Hel, JocTaBas CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO YKpAIIeHHYIO IIKATYIKY, IT0OIapeHHYI0
eMy paHee. ITHY [Ba IIpeiMeTa JeXKalll B HECKOJIbKUX QyTaxX APYT OT APyra, HO B TOT CAMBIA MOMEHT,
kKorpga OpHOH oKa3aJjl CBOM, OH II0YYBCTBOBAJ, YTO €r0 TIHET K TauHOMY TPIOKY. lIIKaTysiKa eBOYKHU
mmepecTaja MeplaTh, B TO BpeMs KakK ero IIKaTyjlIKa, Ka3ajloch, cTajna sipye, ¥ OXOTHUK yCIIbIIIa
NEeTCKUH T'OJIOCOK, 3By4Yall[ui y HETO B 'OJIOBE.

...MHCTep, MBI MOXKEM YBUIETH 3BE3MLI?...

OpHOH OIyCTHJI B3TJISN HA CBOIO YKPAIIeHHYIO IIKATYJIKY, OIIYTUB, KaK OHa CTaja elle Tsaxenee. OH
CIpsiTall MKATYIKy B Hale2KHOM MeCTe Cpe[id CBOMX ITO[CYMKOB, TI03BOJIUB CBOEMY B3TJISIAY
BEPHYThHCS K OnoHpuHKe. 3aTeM OXOTHUK IOPHIICS B CBOEM MHBEHTApe, IT0Ka He Halllesl TO, YTO
WCKaJl.

IIeByllIKa B KaITIOIIOHE C JTF0OOIBITCTBOM ITIOCMOTPEJIa Ha ero MPOTSHYTYIO0 PYKY, CJIIOKUB JIalOHU B
nepyaTKax dalleykoH, korga OXOTHUK YPOHUJI YTO-TO Ha MX IIO[CTaBIEHHYIO TafoHb. [T0X0XKe, 3TO
OBLTT KAKOM-TO AParolleHHBIM KaMeHb, XOTS OHa He MOTJIa TOYHO ONpenenuTs ero Tum. OT 9Toro, Kak
HU CTPAHHO, UCXOOHUJIO CTPAHHOE M IPHUSTHOE TEIIJI0, OTYEro AeBYIIKa YyTh He pacIjiakanaach, IPOCTO
mepxKa KaMeHb B pyKaX.

— 9-370...9T0 9T0? OmnaTta? — O3agayeHHo cupocuna oHa. OT cepeOpUCTOro AparoueHHOro KaMHs
VICXOIUJIO TAKOe TEIJI0 ¥ PafjoCTh, UTO OJIOHOUHKA He CMOTJIa yAepXKaTbCd OT yIblOKU. TOT, KTO
TI0JapuI 3TOMY MyK4YMHE TaKOW 3MOLKMOHAIbHEIN KaMeHb, IOJIXKHO ObITh, IT0-HACTOSIIEMY JTI00UII €To.
OHa HUKaK He MOTJIa CMUPUTECS C TeM, 4TO 3T0 ObUI0. — f-5-9 He Mory!



OpuOH mOKayvaJl ToJI0BOI.

— 4 He oTmaM 9TO, MajHIIKa, — On TOBOPHUII CIIOKOMHBIM TOHOM.

Koneuno, 310 He gns Tebs, TIyas AeBUYOHKa! 3aueM KOMY-TO fapuUTh TeOe YTO-TO CTOJIb LIeHHOE?
9Ta MHIC/Th 37T00HO ITPOH3MIIa ee pa3yM, MPUUUHSIS ele 0O0JIbIIyI0 60Ib CEPALY.

— 4 omonxy ero Tebe. — Cka3an OXOTHHUK C yNIHIOKOM Ha T'y0ax.

— A? — Bonb HEMe[JIEeHHO NTpeKpaTUiach.

3aTeM OH yKa3aJl B CTOPOHY 3aMKa.

— MHe HYXKHO BBIITOJIHUTb MUCCHUIO, ¥ B JAHHHIM MOMEHT 3TO BefleT MeHs Tyha. d mpoOyny B 3TUX
KpasX MOBOJILHO [OJITO, & BB KaKeTeCh MHE OTBETCTBEHHOM MOJIOfIoM nenu. Kak HacueT TOro, YTOOk!
3aKJII0YUTh KOHTPAKT? — 3aroBopus OpHoH, yX&Ke JocTaBas U3 KapMaHa OJIOKHOT U Py4uKy. — 4
103a6049yCch 0 MasblliKe, HO B Ka4eCTBe 3ajiora Thl MOXKeIllb OCTaBUThL ce0e OfUH U3 MOUX
IparoleHHBIX T0IapKOB Ha MaMaTh. [I0CKOIBKY MOY OparoleHHbIM KaMeHb - 00JIbIas PEAKOCTS, 5
Takxke X0Tes 6bl 00paTUTLCA K Tebe ¢ TpPockOoii.

IeByllka BHUMasa KaxmoMy cJioBy OXOTHHMKA, KaK OyaTO 3To OBIN crlacaTeNlbHEIN Kpyr. OHa KUBHYIA,
BCe elle 6epekHO IepKa [paroleHHbN KaMeHb B TaflOHSIX, CJIOBHO OH OB clle/laH U3 CTeKJa.

— Kaxk TonpKo 51 pa3bepych ¢ meaMu B 3aMKe, s1 BEPHYCH CIOfia, YTOOBI MpoBeaaTh Te6si. ITOT KaMeHb



OY€eHb [IPATrOIeHHBIH, TH 3Haelb? OH TaKOH JOPOTOM, YTO 3a HETO MOXKHO BEIKYIIUTD IIEJI0TO
yesoBeKa. Tak 4TO MHe HyKHO, YTOOH BBl BEPHYJIM €TI0 MHE, HO TOJIBKO TIOCJIe TOTO, KaK S 3aKOHYY
cBoto paboty. He xoTenock 6b1, 4TOOE OHO ITOCTpPanaso, moka s 6yay TaMm OPOAuTh.

IIeByIIKa B KaITIOIIOHE OMyCTHUJIA TOJIOBY U YCTABUIACh HA APAroIeHHbIN KaMeHb.

— BelL... mokynaere MeHA?

OXOTHHK He CTaJl HU IIOATBEPXKAaTh, HU ONPOBEPraTh ee ci1oBa. OH pa3BePHYJICS U HAlPaBUIICA K
BEIXO[ly U3 XUKUHBI, OCTABUB [103a[lX OLIEJIOMJIEHHYIO [eBylIKy. OHa 3aMeTua, 4TO ero 3ecCh HeT, U
IIONIBITANIaCh OKIIUKHYTh, HO yBUAeTa, Kak OpPHUOH, CTOS K HeU CIMHOM, MallleT IPaBOy PYKOU.

— JToXuBH 10 TOTO, UYTOOBI BEPHYTH MHE 3TOT APArolieHHHEIM KaMeHb, MaJIbIIIKa.

9T0 OBIJIO BCE, UTO OHA yCIbIlIajia OT HETr0, a 3aTEeM IIOCJIBIIMIATICA TOIIOT y,'[[&]'[ﬂfOIlIGﬁCH JIoIIagu u
YbH-TO TOPOIINTMBEIE HIaTr'K.

HGBYH.IKa B KaIlIOIIOHe 00XBaTHIa )IpaFOHeHHBIfI KaM€eHb PYKaMU U IIPHZKaJla €TI0 K I'PyOu.

— IIpocTuTe MeHS 3a MOM 3rOouU3M, Masbiu. [10xoxe, MHe IPUAETCS IPOXKUTH ellle HeMHOro. — OHa
He oOpalllasack HA K KOMY B OTHEIbHOCTH, PAfOCTh MTePEIoIHsIa ee cepylle, KOTrfa oHa Jepxkasa
OparoleHHb KaMeHb. OT HET0 MCXOOUII KaKOH-TO HOBBIM, 0COOEHHBINM apoMaT, KOTOPHIM OHA HUKOTA
paHbllle He ollyIlaja. ITO yCIoKauBaio ee 60k, X0Ts OB Ha BpeMs.



— OTa [IeBYyIIKa X0Tejla yMepeTh, MoHuMaelrs? — Ckasana Ofmpu 1ociie TOTro, Kak OHU MoGeaumu
COJIZAT, OCTABIIKUXCS B TYHHeIe, BedyineM B IlITopmBerin.

OpuoH IPOCTO ITPOMBIYAJI, Kak OYATO He CIIBIIIA ee 3asBJIeHus, YT0 OBI/I0 HeBO3MOXKHO. [Toracrras
3ayMasach 0 MPUYKMHAX ero IPUCTYIIa MUTIOCEPIOUsT; eClii OBl OH JKaJiell JeBYIIKY, TO C TAKUM XKe
yCIIeXoM MOT OBl ITPOCTO YOUTD ee, XOTs OBl AJIST TOTO, YTOOR! ©30aBUTH OT 60U, KOTOPYIO OHA,
Ka3aJI0Ch, UCIBIThIBaIa. Ka3anochk, OH He OBUI 3HAKOM C 9TOH [IEBYIIKOM, ¥ OHA TOXKE ero He 3HaJa.
910 OBlna M000BL C MepBoro B3risaa? Ei GbII0 JOBOJIBHO CI0KHO MOBEPUTH B TAKYIO YIAUHYIO HOEIO.

IIeBylIKa B KaIIOIIOHE, Ka3aJloCh, IIPUHAIekaaa K KaKOMY-TO 071arOpOTHOMY [IOMY, X B TO BpeMsi
KaK Ogpu MOTJjia COYyBCTBOBATh 3TOM 60phbe, M3THAHHLIM PHIIIAPh HE MOT CMUPHUTHLCS C MOJOOHBIM
noBefeHueM. [To3unus mobekneHHOr0, KOTOPHIM ITPOCTO IMTAaCCHBHO K/aJT HACTYIIJIEHUS KOHIIA; YTO
Obl10 OB TSIKETIO B CTPaHe, The CMePTh Oblla YyKOBIM IOHSATHEM, 60/Ib COXpaHsiiachk Ol ellle HOJTro
II0CJIe TOTO, KaK IIJIOTh Pa3jlaraaach.

Bo3moxuo, Ompu u Oblyta OeclienbHa, HO OHa He 0e3[eliCTBOBalla BO BpEMST CBOEro u3rHanus. Ha
NAaHHBIA MOMEHT ee TJIaBHOH I1eJIbi0 OB 30B 61arogaty, 308 Kosnblla JaeHa, HO OHa ObljIa OBOJIbHA
atuM. CreoBaHKe eMy IIPUBEJIO Okl ee K ee cymbbe, a cygpba, BO3MOKHO, ITpuBesia Obl ee K HOBOM
BCTpeUe C ee ITPEeKHUM T'OCIIOMIOM.

Kak v cka3asn yenoBek B 0eJI0i MacKe, Hy>KHO CJIeOBaTh 30JI0TOMY 30BY 6J1arofaTy, IOTOMY YTO 3TO
ObLT OBl TPABUIBHBIN Ty Th. EQUHCTBEHHBIH MYTh.



— HHorma T0, 4ero Mul XOTHUM, - 3TO He TO, UTO HaM HYXKHO. 3HaeTe, BepHO U o6paTHOEe. — OpHoH
MYOPO 3aMEeTHUJL.

Ompu moxsomnasa ToppeHTa ¥ 3acTaBuIa JIOIIagb MPHOABUTE IIAry, YTOOL HEMHOTO OTIePEOUTh
OxorHuKa. Kakas-To MenKas pacliaTa 3a BCe, Yepe3 YTO OH 3aCTaBUJI €€ IIPOUTH.

— Trl cobupaenIbCss 0CTAaHOBUTHLCS, YTOOB TOMOYb KaxXKIOM HyXKAaloliencs ayme? — B ee ToHe
CTBIIIAJICS capka3M, Ho OXOTHHKA 9TO He 6€CIIOKOUIIO.

— Ecnu 910 B mIpefenax Moei MocsAraeMoCTH, TouyeMy Okl ¥ HeT? BaM HYKHO Hay4YMThCS IIEHUTh
MeJI04u, MUCC Prillapb. — OXOTHUK IIPOM3HEC MPOMIOBeIb, 3aCTAaBUB XKEeHIIUHY TI0IaBIeHHO
3aCTOHATh. — MOKHO IIOAYMaTh, YTO PHIIAPh JOJIXKEeH 3HATh IIPUHIIKIIL PEHIIAPCTBA U 3aLTUINATh TEX,
KTO cyabee ero.

Ogmpu ¢GrIpKHYNIA.

— [Jonr prinapst mpexpe BCero eper CBOMM CEHBOPOM, a IIOTOM YKe Iepef IPUCSTOH.

OHM TepecekIM TYHHEeIb ¥ 0Ka3aJIuCh Ha YeM-TO BpOfie MOCTa. TaM OBIJIM TOpPHI BHIOPOIIEHHOTO
CHapPSI2KEeHHUs, OT Medel 10 KOMUH U Pa3HO0OPa3HLIX OCIEeX0B. ITO BHITIISAEIIO KaK 30Ha 60eBBIX
mencTBuil... boyee TOro, 3TO BHIT/ISAAEINO TaK, OyATO BOMHA yKe OIYCTOIINIa 3TO MECTO, OCTaBUB
nociie ce0s JIUIIE ONYyCTOIIeHHEIe U UCTEeP3aHHbIe pyUHEL. [loraciias mofoiia K OQHOM U3 Ky4 U
yBH[Ie/Ia, YTO OHU ITPOPKABEJIN U CJIOMAJIKCh, B HUX He ObIJI0 HUYETr0 IMO-HACTOSIIEMY I0JI€3HOTO IS
moOsryu. OHa Ce3jla Co CBOEr0 CKaKyHa M CXBATHUIIACh 3a ONUH M3 00TOPEBUINX NEPEBSHHEBIX IIIECTOB,
HO TOT TYT € PACCHITaiCs Ha YacTH.
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