PemuB 0TKa3aThCS OT UAEH C KyJTaKaMM, OH PEINI UCII0JIb30BaTh APYTOH IIaH. ITO GBI ONKUH U3 €T0
CTaphIX METOMOB, HO ero 3¢ (GEeKTUBHOCTh HEOJHOKPATHO [OKA3kIBajla CBOIO IIEHHOCTh B CAMBIE
TSKETTBIe MOMEHTHL. C 9TUM IIJTAaHOM B TOJIOBE OH HadaJs MOATOTOBKY. CHayasa HyKHO ObIIO HAaUTH
00peIB. OH He 3HaJI, eCTh JIU TAKOBOY 3[IeCh, HO HaMepeBaJCs IOoKUCKaTh. Pa3BepHYBIINCE, OH
nobexka, u 6bIYMit MOHCTP YCTPEMUIICS 3@ HUM CJIELOM.

«Xopoio», — mogyMan benn. EMy Hyx)kHO OBI7T0, YTOOB MOHCTP IIOCJIEIOBAJT 3@ HUM. TaKOB GBI
nnaH. Kak TonbKO OH HaUOEeT 0OphIB, OH IOJIBEIET MOHCTPA 06 IMKe U ucmonb3yet dYymo — Cuiny,
yTOOB COPOCUTH MOHCTPA B MPOMACTh. ITO OblyIa MpocTasi 00eBas TAKTHKA, HO OJHA U3 €T0 JTI00NMEIX.
OHa yKe fmoKa3aja CBOIO II0JIe3HOCTh IPOTUB 3TUX JIYYHUKOB-CEPEOPSHBIX phillapel B AHop JIoH[O,
POKJISATEIE YOMOaKY. Kak TOMbKO OH HauOET 00PHIB, EMY OCTAHETCS JIUIIL BOCIIOIBE30BATHCS CBOUM
TanucMaHOM H—

I'ma3a Bemnta pacmupuanck 0T YHCTOrO ykKaca. OH IMOXJIONAJ IPaByl0 CTOPOHY IOsCa... HO
TanucMmaHa He OLLIO.

— Her... — nmpo6opmortan Ben B y&kace, 0CTaHOBUBIIKCH U OTJISAAbIBasICh. TanrcMaHa BCE eIllé He
6110, [ToMUMO TOTO, YTO V HETO He OBIIO0 MPeANoYnTaeMOro IKuTa, Meya 1 I0CIIeX0B, Y HEro He ObII0
u TanucMaHa. A ecnu y Hero HeT TanucMaHa, Torga... bemt noTaHyics K CIIUHEe U COCPefOTOYMUIICH.
Ho xax OBl OH HU cTapaJicsi, 3HaKOMOe OLIyIeHNe IepeBa Tak 1 He MOSBUJIOCH B €T0 pyKe. Y Hero He
ov10 KaTanmusaropa. B 3ToT MOMeHT BeJt moYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO HAUMHAET 3abIXaThCs, YTO, 110 UMee,
HEBO3MOXKHO [711 HexKuTH, Tak Kak OH, BEPOSITHO, IIPOCTO KOMKUPOBAJI 3TO JeHCTBHE, YTOOB
IIPOIEMOHCTPUPOBATH CBOIO MTIAHUKY.

«3#, ycrokoiics! HuKakol naHuKu Bo BpeMsi 00s!»

Tonoc B royoBe BepHyn benna kK peanbHOCTU. OH TOIBKO YTO COBEPIIUII OTPOMHYIO OIIHOKY.
Hukorpa, HUKOTa He TaHUKOBATh BO BpeMsi 00s. ITO CTOUT KU3HU. EC/i y HETO HET HOCTyTa K
Yynecam u KongoBCTBYy, TO... KaK Hac4€eT [lupomaHTUn?



Ben MomHsI MPaByIo PYKY K JIUIY ¥ COCPEIOTOYUIICS, MOJIS O MOSIBJIEHUK 3HAKOMOTO mnamMeHu. K
ero 00JIeTrYeHUI0 ¥ PAflOCTH, IIJIaMs IOSIBUJIOCH, IIJIaMsi, C KOTOPEIM OH OBIJT XOPOIII0 3HaKOM. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, IIJTaMst OBLJIO YaCThIO €T0 CaMOT0 ¥ OBIIO MIOapPEeHO eMy JOPOTHM JPYTOM.

«IImaMs mupPoOMaHTa — 4acTh ero Teja. OHO pa3BUBAETCS BMECTe C ero HaBeIKaMu. ...Korma g man
tTebe 3TO mIaMms, s oTHan Tede yacTh ceds1. beperu ero.»

«JlaBpeHTH#...» [IamMs B ero pyke npuHecsio benny Kak pafiocTs, Tak 4 medasnb. CKOIbKO OB pa3 OH
HU yMUPaJ, OH BCE ellé MMOMHUJ TOT [eHb, Korfa [TupoMaHnT Benukoi Tonu mogapuil eMy cBoe
nams. Torga oHO OBIJIO MaJIeHbKKUM, HO TEIleph, IIeped HUM TOpPeJio CUIIbHOE IIIaMsi, SIBHO
CBUETENbCTBOBABIIIEE O HAKOIJIEHHBIX 3HaHUAX OT JlaBpeHTHs:, KBunaHsl, ero cinyxenusa Musnenu u,
KOHEYHO, eT0 COOCTBEHHOTO OITHITA.

«CrnaBa COMHIy, UTO Y MEHS 3TO elll€ eCThb,» — moxyMan besn, 06epHyBIINCE B CTOPOHY, OTKYIa,

HECOMHEHHO, IOSIBUTCS ObI4uii MOHCTP. [T0CKONBKY y HETO He OBUIO JOCTyIIAa HU K YymecaM, HU K
KonmoBcTBY, a opyzKue 0TCYTCTBOBaIO, [IupoMaHTHUs Ha DaHHKE MOMEHT OblIa €r0 CUIbHEHIINM
OpYKHEM IIPOTUB 3TOTO0 MOHCTPA.

«[Tapa OTHEHHHBIX IIAaPOB [OJIXKHa CpaboTaTh,» — MOmyMaln besn, moAroToBuB 3aKIMHAHUE
IMPOMAHTUU B yMe. Tenepsb 0CTaBaI0Ch JIUIIb KAATh IIOSBIEHUS MOHCTPA, ¥ KOTHa OH MOSIBUTCS, €T0
BCTPETUT OTOHb B JIUIIO.



«IToxoxke, OH He IPUOET,» — CKal3aJl TojIoC B ronose bemnma.

Benn nogHsn 6POBh B 3aMelIaTeILCTBE, HO He OCMEJIUIICS [TOTacuTh IylaMs B pyke. Heyxenu oH
yb6exan oT MoHCTpa? OH He cuuTas cebs HaCTOJIBKO OBICTPBHIM, XOTS €r0 APY3bs BCerfa OTMedasu
ero CKOpOCTb, la’ke KOrfa OH OBUI B JocliexaxX. A IOCKOJIBbKY ceiidac OH OBLI B JIETKOU OfeX[e, eTo
CKOPOCTh Bo3pocina. OH MPOCTO 3TOT0 He 3aMeTHUII.

[TpoxnaB emmé MuHyTy, bemnn, HakoHel, paccinabumcs, MOHSB, YTO OeUCTBUTENIbLHO 060THAI MOHCTPA,
HO BCE PaBHO He CTaj racuTh maamsa. OH BCE elle He 3Hall, ITie HaXOJUTCS, ¥ BCeraa Jaydlle UMeThb
OpyXkHe HaroToBe, 4YTOOH BOCIIOIb30BAThCS UM B JII000M MOMeHT. Ho cHauana y Hero OBIIO elllé OgHO
geno. Hampumenp...

«Kto TeI?» — mogyman Benn, obpatasick K royocy y ce6st B roynose. IlocnegHuit pas, Korga oH
IIPOBEPSIII, B €T0 T'OJI0BE He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX I'oJI0coB. K TOMY ke, 3TOT 3arajouHbIN I'0JI0C 3ByYall
OuYeHb IT0X0XKe Ha Hero caMoro.

— Kto 9? Jla 1 — 3TO THI, KOHEYHO.



«He trytu co MHoi#. KTO TH ¥ TOYeMy HaXO[UIILCS B MOEH T0I0Be?» — Bes MomgHsT IIaMs K CBOeH
rojIoBe, Kak OyaTo yrpoxas rojocy.

— ThI Xe He coOMpaeNIbCs XKapUTh CBOM MO3TH, na? — Momuyanue. — Bo umst 6opoabl 'BuHA, TH 4TO,
cymacuepmuii!?

«Ha maHHBIM MOMEHT 3TO elé 00CyKIOaeTCs, YUUThIBas, YTO Y MEHS B TOJIOBE TOJIOC».

— 4 xe rosopio Tebe, 1 — 3TO ThI!

«Ecnu TEL — 3TO 1, TO CKaXku MHe, 4TO s [eJlajl Ilepef TeM, KaK OYHYJICA?» — IIOAyMaJll ¥ CIIPOCUJL
Ben. [Io npaBpe roBops, OH He IIOMHUJI, 4TO [eJial Iepeq TeM, KaK 04HyJicA. [IoMHUII IuIle, 4To
Obl1 0671a4eH B JOCIEXH, CO3MaHHbIe 10 00pa3y 6ponu Apropuaca [lyrHuKa Be3mgHbl, U gepxKan
Benukuit Meu u Benukuii llut camoro Ilytarka be3nubl. Ho moueMy oH GBI B 9TOM CHapsAkKEHUH,
BCIIOMHUTH HE MOT.

— Tw He momuub? Th ogonen ITomoro Jlopaa [lemnna, I'BuHa, u cBg3an IlepBoe [Tnams.

Y Tyt Ha Benna Hax/IBHYIH BocioMuHaHUS. C gocrnexaMu, 00eCcredruBaBIIMMHY JIYYIIyIO 3aIUTY OT
OTHSI, CO IIUTOM, 00eCITeYBABIIUM BEICOKYIO YCTOMYUBOCTD, M MEYOM, C KOTOPHIM OH CTajl BeChMa
uckyceH, bemnn cpasuncs ¢ 6uBmuM Jlopgom ComHeuHnoro CeTa u omepxkant nobeny Hap [Tonbim
JlopmoMm. Beckope mocie 3Toro oH cTosn nepeq IlepsreiM [1maMeHeM, HamepeBasiCh UCII0Ib30BaTh
camoro ce6s1, 9TOOH YCUIUTE ero, MpoaiuB Opy boros emée HeMHOro. Ho mpexXpe yeM OH ycren
IIPOTSIHYTh PYKY K OTHIO...

«Hapmo 6b1510 ocTaBuTh TeOst THUTE B YOexkuiie Hexutu! Most meuta! Moé npegHa3HaueHue! Thl
3abpas y MeHs BCE!»

Bent MHCTUHKTUBHO 3a:KMYPUJICS, KOTTla BOCTIOMUHaHNe IIPOHECIIOCH B €T0 TroJioBe. Telepsb OH
noMHMI. CoOBITHE, KOTOPOE ITPOU3OIIIIO IIEPEN TeM, KaK OH MOT CBsI3aTh OrOHb. COOBITHE,
pas3pyIuBiiIee ero yoexneHus.

— Temepb TH MHE BEPHUIIIH? — CIIPOCUJI T'OJIOC.

— [a... — mpousHéc Benn, BEIOXHYB, UK CKOPee, TToApaxkas BEAOXY. HexXUTh He HyXKIaeTcs B
BO3[yXe, TaK YTO B3[0X OBLI IUIIb MOAOETKOM.

— Taxk BOT KaK OHO eCTb.

— Kaxk uto?

C npeyBenMYeHHON APaMaTUUYHOCTHIO Best OnyCcTusics Ha KOJIEeH! U U3[ajl OOJITUMY, ApaMaTu4eCKuu



B3[0X. — f1, HAaKOHeII, TIOTEPST PAaCCYMIOK.

— ...4T0?

— ITocne Bcex cMepTel, yepe3 KOTOPEIe S MPOIIIENT, TOCTIe BCero, YTO MePexus, MO pa3yM
OKOHYATEJIbHO CJTOMAJICS. £, HaKOHell, COIIesT C yMa. YAUBUTENIBHO, YTO 9TO 3aHSJIO CTOJIBKO
BPEMEHH, HO PaHO UJIX MTO3MHO 3TO MOIKHO OBIJIO CIYYUTHCS. MHOTOKpAaTHast CMepPTh He II0Jie3Ha IJIs
pa3yma. M g ymupalo yke MHOTO JeT. BO3M0OXKHO, TOCTeNHe! Karie# OBII0 TO, YTO ST HOOPOBOIBHO
momXkeEr cebs. [Ia, TOYHO, 3TO [OIXKHO OBITh MPUYUHOM.

— Oit! Cobepucs! Tl TaHUKYeEIIb!

— 41 He MaHUKYI0, — OTBETUN BeJ, ycrioKauBasick BHOBb. XOTSI €70 YIUBUII HOBEIH I'0JIOC B TOJIOBE, OH
He CTaJl 3a0CTPSATh Ha 9TOM BHUMAHUE, TaK KaK y Hero Oeiu 6oJiee HacyIHbe 3aga4n. [lepBoii u3
KOTOPBIX OBLIO...

«Hatitu Toro, KTO 3a0paj MO€E CHapsiXKeHUe, ¥ CXKedb ero JoTjia», — rnopyMai ben, mogHsSIB PyKy C
IIJITaMEeHEeM.

— Jla-mocToii, uTo? Pa3Be Tebe He CTOUT CHayaja HaWTH criocod BEIOPATHCS OTCIOma?

«39T0 MOXKeT nomoxkaaTh. CHayasna 5 JoKeH BEPHYTh CBOU [OCIIEXH, CBOE OPYKUE, CBOU ITPEAMETHI
1, 0c0O0eHHO, CBOM KaTanu3aTop U TanucMaH!» OcobeHHO 3TH fiBa npeameTa. OH OBl Ipeamnoyven
BCTPeTHUTHCS ¢ UeThpbMs PrIllapssmMu ['BHA cpaly, 4eM IOTePSTh 3T [Ba IeHHBIX mpeaMeTa. OH Ob
faxke CKasall, 4YTO OHHU [Jig HeTro BaKHee XXKU3HU. BOT HACTOIBKO OHU €My JOPOTH.

— ¢ moHMMaro TBOE JKeJlaHWe BEPHYTb CBOM BeIlM, HO MOgyMal. Thl ONMH B HEM3BECTHOM MECTE,
nouty 6e3 [OCIIEXO0B, a TBOE €QUHCTBEHHOE OpyXkue — [IupomManTus. TBOE maaMs MOXKeT OBITh
CUJIBHBIM, HO ¥ T€0SI €CTh OTpaHUYeHMe Ha KOJIMYECTBO 3aKJIMHAHUM.

Benn pa3gpaxkeHHO GBIPKHYII, HO TPU3HAJI, YTO T'OJIOC B €T'0 rojIoBe Ol mpaB. To, YTO y HETo GBITO
ceifyac, majeko OT uaeasa, ¥ X0Ts OH ObUT YBEPEH, YTO CMOXKET OH0JIeTh JIto00e CYyIIeCTBO, HalaBIIee
Ha Hero C IOMOIIBIO IIJITaMeHH, ¥ er0 Maruy ecTh Ipenesl. ITOT CaMblii mpefen OblT IPUYUHOM, 10
KOTOPOM OH PEefKO MCII0/Ih30BaJl Maruio B 6010. Ero Marus Oblyla CUIBHOM, B 9TOM OH OBIIT yBEPEH, HO
€0 Pe3epBH OBIIM CPEIHUMHU, MOKET, HEMHOTO BHIIIIE CPEOHET0, YUYUTHIBAST €T0 YPOBEHb, YTO
03Hayasio, YTO OH MOT HCIIOJIb30BATh CaMble MOIIHEIE MCKYCCTBa JIUIIb HECKOJIBKO pa3. ITo mpaBae
TOBOPSI, ET'0 HHIHEIIIHEe TT0JI0KeHue ObII0 JaleKo He UaeabHbIM, U TyTEeIIeCTBOBATD 0 9TOM
MECTHOCTH C ero TeKYIIUM COCTOSTHHEM OBIsI0 OBl PABHOCHUIIBHO CAMOYOUICTBY.
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