OH CMyTHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI IaBJIeHUE HA CBOE TeJI0. ITO He OBIJI0 COKPYUINTENILHEIM IaB/IeHuEeM, HO
6110 HenpusiTHO. Korga Kk OcnaHy Hadaau BO3BpallaThCS YyBCTBA, OH YCIIBIIIAT TUXUI 3BYK
npPUOINKAIOUIMXCS 1aroB. BexmuneiBas — KTO-TO Itakast. OcliaH MO4YyBCTBOBAJ, KakK Ha HETO JaBUT
elre Gosnbliiee naBneHue. EMy yoanock OTKPHITH I'J1a3a B LIENKU U YBULETh pa3MeITyio ¢purypy. OHu
OCTOPOKHO CKJIOHUJIUCH Hafi HUM, BHIJIMBAS Ha HETO YTO-TO U3 CBOUX PyK. CyZds 0 TOMY, KaK OHU
CTy4a/u ¥ OUIyIIATUCh Ha HeM, OH [OTafascs, YTO 9TO KaMHHU.

OH HUYEero He MOT CHeNaTh, TIIOCKOJIBKY KaMHHU ITPOOOJIZKAJIX IIaddaTh Ha HETO. EQuHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH
MOT COeJlaThb, 3TO CIIyIIAaThb TUXMH IJIa4 YeJI0BeKa, CTOSIIIEro Hafl HUM, KOTOpLIﬁ C KaXIObIM MOMEHTOM
HaYMHAaJ CTAaHOBUTLCS BCE OTYETIHBee. JDTO OblIa meBouka. Ho kto? OH ¢ TPyooOM MOT" BCIIOMHHUTE,
Toe OH HaXOOUTCsA U IIOYEeMY €ro TeJIO OXBAaTHJla TaKad TyIlad 007Ib.

3aTeM O uH U3 KaMHeH BhHINaJl U3 Ky4d Ha ero IPYOH U MPU3eMIIHJICS Ha OlIpefie/IeHHOe MeCTO Ha
XKuBoTe. CBexasi, coTpsicaormnas 60Jb Ipobexkasa 1o ero HepsaM. Y Bce e ero TeJlo Mo-MpexHeMy
OTKa3bIBAJIOCh OBUIAThCS. Bce, YTO OH MOT M3[aTh, 3TO TUXUH CTOH.

Pa3pasicst BCKpUK, ¥ OH YBUMEN, KaK pa3MbITas GUTrypa Haf HUM uc4ye3ia. KaMeHb, 0TOPOIIIEHHEIH ee
KaOJIyKOM, OTCKOYHJI OT ero juiia. OH [IepHY IajblieM. 3aTeM BCS €eT0 PyKa CyMeJia IOIIeBeIUuThCS,
KOTTIa OH IIOIIEBEJIUIT IOKTEM. Me[IJIeHHO OH HaydaJsl IPUXOIUTh B CO3HAHUE M MOABUKHOCTh. OcltaH
TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ YBUMEI AEBYILIKY, CTOSIIYIO HETOfaneKy 1 HabIiofaouyo 3a HUM IHPOKO
pPacKpuITEIMU T'Ma3amu. OH moMHUNI ee: Apmga. K HeMy BepHYIHCh BOCIIOMUHAHMS. Bhlla mpaka c
E€XUIHOM... ¥ KOHYHJIOCH BOT TaK.

Cyxue ry0st OcitaHa MPHUOTKPHUTKCE, HO OH He Halllesl B ce0e CUJ IPOU3HEeCTH Yyepe3 Hux cioBa. OH
CHOBa MOABUHYI PYKY. Ha 9TOT pa3 eMy yganoch IOOHATh €ro ¢ 3eMIi. MeajIeHHO OH MOJHEC PYKY K
JKMBOTY U OTTOJIKHYJI KaMeHb. CMeIlleHNe ero Ijieda IPUBEJIO K TOMY, YTO Ipy/[a Ha ero rpyau cTana
HecOalaHCHPOBaHHOM. PyKu Apmbl IOjIeTeIn KO PTY, KOrfa Kyda cTajia HecTabumbHOM. OHa
BCKUHYJIa PYKH, CJIOBHO IILITAsICh IOWMATh afalollye KaMHU, XO0TS HaXOAWIach elle B HeCKOIbKUX
IIarax oT HUX.

OcnabnenHas cBas pyxHyja, KaMHU Pa3/IeTEIUCh BO BCE CTOPOHHEL. HEeKOTOpEIe U3 HUX yIalu eMy Ha
xkuBOT. Ha 3TOT pa3 OcjaH MPOCHYJICS OCTATOYHO, YTOOH IIOYYBCTBOBATh MYUYUTEINIbHYIO TSIXKECTh
Kaxaoro u3 Hux. C KpUKOM, KOTOPHIM HE CMOTJIM 3ar/IyIIUTh faXkKe OajleKue IPOXOTHl BOJIH, OH
6pocursics Ha 60k. ETo neBas Hora CBepHYJach OT O0JIM, M OH IIPUKaJI CKATHH KyJlakK K TOPSILIIEMY
KUBOTY. [leBylIKa nmogbexania K HEMY.

[Tocne HECKONBKUX OPOKaIIuX B3HoxoB OcliaH pacciiabuiics, OTKUHYBIIKCH Ha 3eMITi0. [leByIIKa
Ipucesia PSIOM C ero rojioBoi. Ero mpuKphITHE I'Ia3a CMOTPENN Ha ee TPSI3HbIe, IOTePThe TyhIu. —
X... X... — MIPOXPHUIIEJT OH XPUIIJIEIM rojiocoM. "CKOIbKO?"

«Bnyou!» — axHyna meByInKa. «f mymar, Thl HaBepHSKa MOIUIBIBEIb K IpyruM Oeperam!» Ocnany
noTpe6oBasiock BpeMsi, YTOOL MBICJIEHHO ITPOQHAIM3UPOBATh ee CUIIbHEIM aKileHT. OHa 3acTaBulla
AHppuKa 3By4aTh KaK KUTe/Ib KOHTUHEHTa.

«Kak monro... s OB B TAKOM COCTOSTHUM ?» - TpotenTan OclaH.
«IIpomuio yxe fgBa gHSA», — OTBeTUIa Appa.
— ToI OBLT 3MECH BCE 9TO BPeMs?

«Het! TTocyne ToOro, Kak THl PYXHYJ Ha 3eMITi0, s1 Opocusics 3a momoisio! Kpudasn 06 ymupalomem
yenoBeke Ha Oepery: «Oii, HyKHa noMoIb! [Tpuminu Kakue-to nogu. B3snu Tebs U BCTPIXHYINU».
Ckazan MHe: «Appa, goporas, 3To MepTBel». f oyMalo, OHHU IIpaBhl, BOKPYT TeGs CTONBHKO TpsI3u!»



OHa mpepBasia CBOI0 OONTOBHIO, YTOOH BEITEPETH BlIaXKHEIe meKu. «OHM ocTaBuIu TeOs 37Mech. A He
Mor. XoTst st 651 Te6sI TTOXOPOHUI, TI0 KpalHe# Mepe, s1 MOT Obl 3TO CHENIaTh».

Tak 4TO OHM MIPOCTO IJIAHUPOBAJIA OCTABUTH €0 TEJIO Pa3dyBaThCs TaM, Ha 6epery, eciiu OBl OH
IeNCTBUTEILHO yMep. ITa MEICTL He COBCeM o0pafoBasa ero. «B cremyrolmuii pa3, KOrma Bh
IIJITaHUPYEeTe KOT'0-TO XOPOHUTh, CHadaJjla MPOBepbTe, HET JIU Y HEero myJbca», — cKa3an OcraH,
TIATENIbHO IIepeKaThBasiCh Ha CIIUHY. Bece Ob110 Tak 007bHO. «Tebe OBIJI0 0IacHO MPUXOOUTh
OTHOMY».

«Bort 3To Bemp!» - BoCKNIuKHYyNa Appa. «MenbcuHa yuuia! Tel ee Hanyrai, ga! Ilocie Toro, Kak oHa
TeOs1 cOusa, OHa MPOCTO IIPOAOJIKana coupaTh Koxy! He oTcTynana u Hudero!»

«OHa He yugeT Hagonro», — npoxpunesn Ocnad. «f panun ee. OHa yIliyia I€YUTHCS, HO BepHETCS». U
€My II0Be3J10, UTO OH IIPOCHYJICSA [0 TOTr0, KaK OHa BepHYJIaCh U IPUKOHYMIIA €ro.

['my60KO0 B3OXHYB, OH CABUHYJI JIOKTU U TOJIKHYJ cebs BBepX. EqBa OH MOMHSANCS Ha BOJIOCOK, KaK
Oonb cTana cuibHEee, YeM OH MOT BeiHecTH. OH OTKMHYJICS Ha3af, U37aB KaoOHBIN BCXIIUII, U OBII
pap, 4To OCTa/IbHLEIE He YCIBIIIay ero. [lenrkaTHO, ApoxXKalllell PYKOU OH KOCHYJICS Kpasl paHH Ha
xkuBoTe. [110Th BOKPYT Hero Oblna omyxineh u ropsyeit. OHO ObII0 3apaxeHo. biarogapsi CBOUM
YCUJIEHHBIM TejlaM BefbMaKu pefko 6onenu nHdekuusmu. Ho HecTepunn3oBaHHas TKaHb jexkala
TaM CIUIMKOM fonro. OH cobupascs IponepKaThCs TaM BCETO Yac MM 0OKOJIO TOTO, IPOCTO YTOOH
OCTAHOBUTH KPOBOTEUEHUE.

OcraH TOYyBCTBOBAJ, KAaK PyKa ApObl MSTKO CKOJIb3HYJIA €My o[ medo. «Tebe HyKHa ITOMOIITb,
YTOOBI CULETH?»

OH KHBHYJ, CHOBa I'OTOBSI PYKY, YTOOBI ITIOATONKHYTh €ro BBepX. «[la. CoBceM HeEMHOT0. POBHO
CTOJIBKO, YTOOHI 51 MOT BUIETH CBOU JKUBOT».

«Kako# yxacHslii Buf! Y1 oT Hero BoHb UAeT!»

Ona Oplyta mpaBa. MHGUIKMPOBaHHAS PaHa MCTOYaja THUIOCTHLIM 3amax. OciiaH 3aKphII I71a3a,
IIBITASICh YCIIOKOUTHCS. OH TBITANICSt OPOCUTDH BHI30B PACTYIIIEMY T'OJIOCY B CBOEM I'OJIOBE, KOTOPHIN
TOBOPWI €MY, YTO OH ymupaet. «[loMmoru MHe ogHATECS». OH IPUKAJCS K 3eMJie, TAXKeI0
BBIJOXHYB, 00psACh ¢ 60/1b10. ApJja NpUNOAHSANAChk Y HeTo Ha miede. UM ymanock mOAnepeTs ero
sokTeM. OcJiaH ITOCMOTpPeJT Ha CBOU KUBOT, U OT 3TOr0 3peJitilia Y Hero 3aKpyKusiach roiosa.

Ko7b110 I0TH BOKPYT pPaHBl Pa3AyJioch U MPEBPATUIIOCH B OIeAHYI0, OMYXINIYIO MJI0Th. Bce ocTanbHOE
3a ImpefieslaMy 3TOT0 UMeJIO HaCHIIEHHEIN KpacHBIM OTTeHOK. BHYTpH BocmaneHHoM panbl OciiaH MOT
BUMIETh TKaHb, BCE ellle BJIaXKHYIO OT CTAapOoil KPOBU U T'HOsA. Ha MrHOBeHUe OTUasiHUE 3aTYMaHUIIO ero
PacCymoK, 1 OH GBICTPO HATHYJICS, YTOOH! BHITAIIUTH TKaHb. OHO HE CABUHYJIOCH C MECTA, IPHUJIUIIIO K
€ro KoXe ¥ BHYTPEHHOCTSM 3alleKIneicss KpoBbio. Ero mpoH3usa yxacHasi, cuibHas 607b. Ocnan
KPSIKHYJI CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yOHI ¥ OBICTPO OMYCTH PYKY 06paTHO Ha 3eMITI0, YTOOH! yOepKaTh
paBHOBECHE.

— YTo TH memnaemb? Apga naakarna.
«MHe HyKHO BBITAIIATD 3TO... UHA4YEe OHO He 3aKUBET», — CyMeJl BeiIaBUTh OcaH CKBO3b 3yOHI.

«Henb3s mpocTo Tak 3T0 cobupaTs! Ero HykHO cruTh! Y moyuctuth!» OHa MOI0XKUTIA PYKU Ha PYKY
Ocrnana, Korga BefbMaK Hadan KonebaTbcs. «HaM HyKHO, 4TOOH! TH focTan MeHs! TaM 1oiIHo
Belllel, KOTOPhIE TOMOTYT Te0e cO0Opa3UTh».



«f1 He Mory nomeBenuTLCSI», — NpocToHan OcnaH. "Mos Hora..."
Apra B3rIsIHy/Ia Ha HEro, HO OBICTPO OTBeJIa B3TJIAA. «f1 3Hal», — IpollenTana oHa. «d-g...»

«Y MeH$ eCTb... 3eq1be...» Oclal NOTSAHYJICS, YTOOH OTCTETHYTh PIOK3aK OT IPynu. Apia IoMorja eMy
BBITAQIIUTH €ro u3-1of ceOsi. Ho Korpa oH OTKPHUT MEIIOYeK CO CBOMMU (laKOHaMHU, OTTyHa COYUIIUCDH
TOJIBKO OMTOE CTEKJIO ¥ TyCTasl XKUAKOCTh. [IpoxKaliie maibllbl BegbMaKa KOCHYJIUChH CTPYH
CMeIlIaHHBIX 3€JIMH, BEITEKAUIUX U3 Mello4YKa. YTo Teneps?

Appa cHoBa 3aIiakana. «Bel He MoxkeTe yMepeTs, cap! He Torga, Korga BEI CIlaciiv MHE XXKU3HB!»

Mermst men OciaHa HampsITJIUCh, KOTOa OH CTIOTHYIL. «f1 He ympy, Apaa. He BonHyiicsi. MHe HYXKHO
BIIPABUTD HOTY. Thl MHE ITOMOKEIb ?»

— C-cet #i-n-11e... — mpobopMoTana Apma CKBo3b cjie3bl. OHa IPoBeJIa 110 JIUIY OOJIBIINM MaIbLEM.
«H-xoporo, s Teb6e momory. Yto Tebe HyKHO, YTOOH! 5 cOeman?»

«JlepKuUCh 3a MOIO HOTY IIPSIMO TI0f KOJIeHOM». Apfia TIOOBUHYIACh TaK, YTOOHI CJIEJOBAThH €TI0
ykKasaHusM. «Jlepxku Kpende. He 103Bonsiit eMy gBUraThCs». Ee KpouleyHble pyuyky He CMOTJIN
00XBaTUTh €T'0 HOTY, I03TOMY BMECTO 3TOT0 OHA fiepkKaJsa ee 1o 00e CTOpoHEl. OcaH 3acTaBuil cebs
CeCTb, BHITyCKast 06071 B KOHTPONIUPYyeMoM cToHe. OH CYHYJI OOHY PYKY IIOf CTub KOJIeHa, a APYTYIo
TI0710KUJI Ha 6empo mpsiMo mof mepeioMoM. OH chernas mapy ObICTPHEIX BIOXOB Yepes3 POT, CXKall
YeJTIIOCTH ¥ TONKHYJ. MeIeHHo KOCTh Havalla IBUTaThCs, M3[laBast TOIIHOTBOPHBIN OpraHUYeCKUN
TPECK.

OcaH MHITANCS IPOMOJTYATh pafy ApOEl, HO He CMOT yOepXKaTh COaBIeHHEIH KPUK, COPBABIIUICS C
ero ry6. OH riay060Ko ¥ U3MOXKAEHHO B3JOXHYII ¥ 3a7epzKaJl JbIXaHue, TPOHO0IKas TYyKUTHCSA. Clie3bl
TEKJIM U3 YTOJIKOB eT0 MPUIIYPEHHEIX I'71a3, Mpope3as 6JeNHEIe TMHUYM CKBO3b I'PsI3b U KPOBb. Apa
CMOTpeJla Ha Hero IMPOKO OTKPHITHIMU OT OECIIOKOMCTBA rla3aMy, HO HUYero He cKasala,
COCPEMNOTOYHBIIKCE Ha TOM, YTOOH yIePKaTh €ro HOTY HeloIBUKHO. [T0CTIeIHUM MYy4YHTEIbHEIM
TOJTYKOM KOCTh BepHYJIACh B IPAaBUIIbHOE TIOJI0KEHKe. [[axke TOTa ero HoTa BRITIIsIeNa COBCeM He
TaK: CJIOMaHHAasi KOCTh PACKOJIONIa HOTY ¥ OPIOKH, TaK YTO faxe ceiddyac OH MOT BUOETh BCIO 6emyio
0enpeHHY KOCTh.

Ox yOparn pyky ¢ 6empa, 94ToOH yoepxkaThcs. ETo ronosa Ovlna omylneHa, ¥ OH XBaTall PTOM BO3[YX,
130 BCEX CUJI IIBITAsICh OCTaBaThCsA B CO3HAHUU. CepanebueHne 3aCTPsJIO y HETO B TOPIIE,
IIepexBaThIBAs ObIXaHUE.

«Apna... IIOMOI' MHE€ IIOJHATLECA...»

JIvtia ux GBITM CIIOKOMHEI, HO TI0 TJIa3aM OH MOT CKa3aTh, YTO OHU He JIeJIeI0T MEICIIA O TOM, YTOORI
IPUIOTUTH BeJJbMaKa, PAHEHOTO UJTK HeT. Apfla YMOJIsijia CBOUX POOUTEIeH, TI0OKa OHU HaKOHeIl He
COTJIACHJIUCE.

«OH ocTaeTcs B capae», — 3asBUJla ee MaTh.
«ByTt Ma !» Apma rpoMKO Cropuia.

«Bce B mopsiake. MeHs 3TO ycTpauBaeT», — MArko BMetancs Ocnan. OOHSB OEBYIIKY OIHOU PYKOH,
OH OXpOMaJt 1o HeOOJIBIIOTo capas 3a foMoM. OKa3aBIIKUCh BHYTPU TEMHOTO, 3aTXJIOTO 3[aHUs, OH
PYXHYJ Ha CTapylo COJIOMY, IPUKPBIBAast OOHOM pyKoH xkuBoT. OH yBUOeN, KaK Apfa GbICTPO
MEeTHYJIaCh: 3aXKria (oHapb, OTOOBUHYJIA B CTOPOHY AepPeBIHHbIE SUIUKU U BBITAIUIA TOJICTOE
IIEPCTSHOE OfesO.



— MEI UCII0TTE30BAJIH 3TO [IJIS KOPOBHI 3UMO, — OBICTPEIM I'0OJI0COM 00bsICHHUIA Apaa, BEIOpPaCHBAs
omesizio ¥ HaKphIBast BembMaka. «Ho OHa cfaia 9K3aMeH TOJIbKO B 9TOM MECSIle, TaK YTO Cedyac eu
3T0 He HyxkHO0». OcaH cimabo nmpobopmoTan 61aromapHoCTh. Apa 0CTAaHOBUIIACh, YTOOBI OCMOTPETh
ero. Ero rimasa OBUTH OMYIIeHE, ¥ Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH BOT-BOT 3aCHET. DTO OBITIO X0poIio. EMy HyxkeH
OBbLII OTJBIX IIOCJIE BCEro, YTo mpou3ounio. OHAa HUKOTHA He BHMesa, YTOOk KTO-TO IeHCTBOBAJI Tak
CMeJIo, 10 ¥ TI0CJIe TOTO, KakK Meo3uHa ero mokaneunsa. OHa MOTJIa CKa3aThb, YTO 0OPATHBIN Iy Th B
MepeBHI0 OB TPYIHLIM. BembMaK cTapasics BHTISAETh XOPOIO, HO OHA CJIBIIIAIa ero TIXKesIoe
IbIXaHUe, IT0OKa OHU MeMJIeHHO IIJIH 110 Oepery.

«4 oAy 3a 9TOM maMo¥ U3 aloTeKalpu», — Ipeanoxkuia Apaa. <V Hee HaBepHSKa eCTh TaKue
3aMeyYaTesbHbIe BOJIOCH ¥ Habop Uroiok». [I0TOM OHA MOHSIIA, YTO OH €e He YCIIBIIIAJ, TaK Kak
KPEIKO CIasl.

OTKpBIB I'/Ta3a, OH faxe He 3aMeTHUJI, YTO CHOBa [I0TepsI Co3HaHue. Vinu, MoxkeT ObITh, 3TO OBII
riny0okutt coH; OcnaH He Obin yBepeH. OH CMYTHO 0CO3HABaJl BpeMS CyTOK: JIETKHMHM U ClIagKui 3amax
yTPEHHeU POCHl JOHOCHUTICS U3 OTKPHITOr0 OKHA. [I0BEpHYB r010By, OH BOOXHYJI HEXHEIU 3€MIIUCTHII
apoMart, U OH IIPOSICHUJI €T0 OfypMaHeHHYI0 rojoBy. CeronHsa 6onb Oblia BonHe TepnuMoi. Ho 3To
MOTJIO OBITH IIOTOMY, YTO OH TOJIBKO YTO OYHYJICS OT CHA.

OH BCIIOMHWJI 0 UHQUUIKXPOBAHHOU paHe U NMPOKJIAN ce0s 3a To, 4TO He 00paboTan ee, Ipexae yeM
yiTt. OciaH He 3HaJl, Kak [0JIro OH OTCYTCTBOBaJI Ha 3TOT pa3. OH MMUPOKUMU B3MaXaMy CTAHYII
TSIKeJIoe Oflesisio U npunonHsncs. [lox ogesnoM oH 00HaPYKUT TePeBsI3aHHYI0 U 3aKPHITYIO PaHy.
Yousnennsin, Ociad NPOTSAHYI PYKY U IIPOBEJI MaJIbIEM II0 CTEXKKY. OTEK 3HAYUTEJILHO
yMmenbiuics. Hora ero Toxe Oblna nepeBsidaHa U llaxjla CUIbHBIMU TpPaBaMH.

OH ycnbitan TpubnuKalolmecs maru. [IBeps CKpUIIHYIa U Bolyla Apa, Tallla Begpo U CyMKy. U
TOJIBKO KOT7Ia OHa 3aKphljla ABEPD U ITOBEPHYJIACh, OHA 3aMeTua, YTO 3a Hel HaOmoaamT
cBeTsamuecs rina3a. "Oi!" — TUX0 BOCKJIUKHYIA OHa. «[la, yIc».

"THI cmemnan 3To?"

«Hert, 310 OBIna Po3enb. OHa XOOUT 3a BOJIOCAMM U [IPYTUMM UHTpenueHTamu B [Tot-Katipu. d npumy
ciofia u moxyeuy tebs», — o6bsicHUIA Apa, CTaBsa BEOPO U CYyMKY psimoM ¢ OcrmanoM. M3 Menioyka
VICXOMIUII TIOX0KHUY 3arax TpaB. «Korpa oHa B3TJIsiHy/Ia Ha TBOW JKeJIyOOK U HOTY, OHa IToKadasa
ronoBou. [Topa3unack, 4YTO TH He YMep, a oHa Onina. CKasana, 4To eciu OBl KPOBb BRITEKIA, TEOS ObI
He yOunTu». fa, 9Ta UHPEKITUS JOIKHA OBITH».

[Toka oHa roBopuiia, OciaH HabTI0mas 3a Hell. Y Hero HaKOHEII-TO MOSIBUIACh BO3MOXKHOCTH TI0-
HACTOSILIIEMY B3TJISIHYTh Ha Hee, Telepb, KOT[la ero 3peHue He ObUIO 3aTyMaHeHo 0ombi0. OHa Oblia
TIYXJIBIM MaJIeHbKUM peOEeHKOM, Ha BH[ el ObII0 4yTh OOJbILE AecsSTy eT. Ee TeMHEIe BOJIOCH
CBUCAJTH HEBLIPA3UTEILHBHIMHU JIOKOHAMK BOKPYT KPYTJIOTO NUIla ¥ mied. OHa... HY, OHa He Oblyla
YPOIJIMBO#, HO BREITJISIENA HaleKo He Brmeuatmsioie. Korma saTa Meicis npuiia OcaHy, ero cpasy
JKe 0XBATHIIO YyBCTBO BUHEL. KTO OH TaKOM, C €r0 IPOH3UTENbHEIME, HEUeTOBeUeCKUMHU Tla3aMH,
YTOOBI CYyIUTH?

"YT0 TH Aenaemb?" OH CIPOCHUII.

«Po3enb cKa3aja OBaXKabl B JeHb IPOMBIBATh XKeJTyIOK YUCTOU BOLOM U 3a/IMBaTh €T0 YUCTHIM
JIeKapCTBOM», — OTBeTUIa Apfa, OmycKas TPSIKY B BEAPO.

— TBI TOIBKO YTO IIpUCMaTPHUBaI 3a MHOU? OclaH BCIIOMHUJI CBOUX pofuTesiel. ManoBeposiTHO, 4TO
OHU OyOyT OTHOCUTBLCS K HEMY C TaKUM K€ TOCTEIIPUUMCTBOM, KaK K CBOel JOUYepH.



— ¢, MmaMa ¥ marma, HamyraHbl BeilbMakaMu, — CKa3asa Apfa, ee rojoc cran tuire. OHa Havala
MSATKO ITPOMOKATh 3allIUTYI0 PaHy MOKPO#H TPSANKON. « MHOTHE JIIoou Takue. ITO OBIIO mapy JieT
Has3ap. YKacCHO, YTO KTO-TO Iepelen gopory. OcliaH 3aiaBajics BOIPOCOM, KEM MOT OBITh 9TOT
BeObMaK. HaBepHsiKa He TOT, KOTO OH 3HaJl.

«Ho TBI Ipyrou», — NpomoJIKUI Apaa, lieApo HamMa3biBas paHy TYyLIeHbIMU TpaBaMu. OcjiaH 3aMeTUI
pyMsHeI Ha ee IieKaX. «Brl crmaciu MeHs OT Kpaxa. HUKTO HUKOTia He fefan A1 MeHs HA4Yero
nopo6Horo». OcyaH MpoMoJTdal, PEeInB, YTO Jydllle He YIIOMUHATh O TOM, YTO €€ OTell IIPOCHUJI ero 00
ycnyrax. OH 3agaBajicsl BOIIPOCOM, KakK eMy n30exkaTh HEJIOBKOCTH, CBSI3aHHOM C HEOOXOAMMOCTHIO
TpeboBaTh OmIaTy mo3xke. OH He XOTeJI 3TOr0 AejlaTh, HO eMy HYXKHO OBIJIO MoamepxKaTh ce0s u
TUIIBOUIO.

— Mory s cupocuTh Y Bac 4yTo-HUOYOb, BeIbMaK-C?

«KoneuyHno», — ckasan Ocnas. OTel] omucas ee Kak 3aCTeHYMBYIO, HO ceifiyac oOHa Ka3ajach 0COOeHHO
6ontnuBoit. My, MOXKeT OBITh, 3TO IPOU30IIIO IIOTOMY, YTO OHa [0 CHUX ITOP He HalllJla MOAXO/SIIEro
YeJI0BeKa, C KOTOPBIM MOXKHO OBIIIO OBl IOTOBOPUTb.

Appna xonebasnach. OcniaH MpakTUYeCKU MOT BUIETh MBIC/IH, KPYTSLIUECS B €€ TojioBe. — TH... THI
MHOI'0 IIyTelleCTByellb?

«[la», orBetun OcmnaH. «4 He cMOory HaWTH MHOTO pa6OTbI, €CJIK OCTaHYChb Ha OOHOM MeCTe CIIMIIKOM
OOJIr0>».

«[IOHATHO», — MATKO OTBETHIIA Ap;ua. Ona OIIyCTHIIA I'JId3a. «TH Yﬁﬂeﬂlb, Korga HOHpaBI/IH.IBCﬂ?»

«B0o3M0xKHO. X0T4 g OCTaHYCh Ha CHI/IKepore HeHamosaro. Moxer 6I:ITB, HOIZJIy HEMHOI'O Ha 10T, YTOOBI
IIOCMOTPETE, YTO TaM».

— THL... fyMaelb, YTO CMOKEIIb B35ITh MEHS C co00M?

OcraH OTBETHUI Ha ee BOIIPOC MOJTYaHKeM. 3aTeM OH cka3ail: «[loueMy TH XO0uellb YUTH?»
«4l IpoCTO... 3T0O MHOT0€E 00BACHSET...»

«4l cobuparch NOOHITh 3leCh KAKOe-TO BpeMs. Thl MOXKeIIb MHE CKa3aTh».

Appa 6pocuna B3I Yepes IIJIe40 Ha OKHO U OBEPb, a 3aTeM CHOBa IoBepHYyJachk K Ocnany. «Hy...
MHe 3[eCh He IIPUSATHOY.

— Ilouemy? TBOU poguTenu?

«He mpocTo Tak... MHoxkecTBO npuuuH. OcTanbHble IeTH, 0cobeHHO KiepHa, s UM BooO1ile He
HpAaBIIOCh. Bcerma Apa3HAT MeHS, CTPENSIIOT B MeHS BCAKMMU Y2KaCHBIMU BelllaMu. [ 0BOpHUILIb TaKue
Bely, Kak Oif, Apza, fa [JonKHO ObITh, OPIOX0 KpyTiiee, Y4eM y CYKIMHCKOW CBUHBH! [I0JIKHO OBITS,
OH u3feBaeTcsd Haf KopeiToM! Ha cnemyromuil neHsb...» I'maza Apasl cTanu CTEKISHHEIMU. «Ha OHAX,
cpenu ocTasbHBIX, KJI9pHa Havana TpPOMKO CTPENATh B yX0 OpyruM. OHa HEMHOTO CTapllle MeHs,
IIOHUMaellb, ¥ OHa roBopuna: «Oii, KaK TOJIbKO Y MEHSI HauHeT PacTy I'Pydb, OHU» "4 IoCMOTPIO
KapTOILKY B MOEM IIJIaThe U3 MeIllKa u3-1mof KapTodens. Tam O6bu1 Manbuuk, Opedi. f Bcerma HEMHOTO
CTECHSI0Ch ero, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH "U Takoil napeHb. Ho korga KnspHa cka3ana 910", OH TaM cMmesncsa” A
TOKe BOeKaJl M 3aIjiakall, BOT 1 Bce.

OcrnaH HaxMypHICS, ClIylias OeByLIKy. Ero meTcTBo ObUI0 UCTIOpYeHO McnbITaHuEM U BCeMU



MyTalKsIMH, HO C HUM Bcerma Opiu 6paThs. OH HEKOTA He Koyebascs u3-3a HuX. Ho HaCKOJIbKO
JKeCTOKO, IIPeNCTaBIIs OH cebe, ObII0 ObI, eCciii OB BMECTO 3TOTO BCE OCTAJIbHBEIE MAaTbUMKH
HaOpocunuch Ha Hero? M3rHa ero? 3acTaBUIO ero IOYyBCTBOBATh Ce0s elrle OOJBIIUM YPOIOM, YeM
oH Orln panbiie? OH Bcerma myMal, 4To HeT 6oJiee ’KeCTOKOI'0 IeTCTBa, YEM Y BelbMaKa, HO Telephb
OH 0CO3HAaJI 0COOBIH af APMHL.

«MHe o4YeHb XKaJlb», — MPOIIENTall OH el. «To, 4To oHU Tebe roBopsT... Hameiocs, TH 3HAEIh, YTO
3TO HelpaBpa».

«41 He 3HAW0Y», - TPYCTHO IpolenTana Apfa, fepxka pykKu Ha KojieHsx. Ee ronoBa Oblsia CKJIOHEHA, HO
OcnaH cHBIIIal, Kak Ce3bl KaTITCS T10 ee IekaM. «MoxXeT ObITh, OHU U ITPaBHl. JIOTO-IeBYOHKHI
KpacuBee MeHs. ®pelt He 3a60TUTCS 000 MHe — 5 BUAET, KaK OH pa3roBapUBaeT U CMEETCS C STUMU
neBuoHKaMu». OHa ymMHO ¢GrIpKHYNIa. OHa HaTsAHY/a PyKaB Ha PYKY U BEITEPJIA JIUIIO.

«Appa...»

— JlagHo, c9p BembMakK, — TUX0 mpobopMoTasna Apza, B3sa Beipo U BCTajia, TOTOBas YUTH.
«O yeM THI JTIOOUIITb YUTATH?»

"Xm?" HakoHeL feByllKa I0CMOTpeJia EMy B rjiasa.

«Tebe HpaBUTCS YUTaTh, Ha?» Ee oTell yIIOMSIHYJI, YTO OHa IOLITa B capay yuTtath. OcjlaH yKas3al Ha
tTabypeT, Ha KOTOpoM oHa cupena. «Canuck. Kakue KHUTH TeOe HPaBATCA?»

IeBylIKa OMyCTHUIach 00paTHO, MepXKa Beipo Ha KoJieHsAX. « MHe HpaBUTCH... HY, BOOOIIe-To, s
067110 BCe. B OCHOBHOM MCTOPUHM O JalleKUX 3eMJIIX ¥ reposix». Apga CMYIIEHHO MT0XKaJl IIeYaMHu.
«3JTO TyIO, I 3Ha10. Ma TOBOPHUT, YTO S IIPOCTO TPayy BpeMs Ha 9TH KHUTH. OHa TOBOPHUT, YTO
IIeBOYKa MOET0 BO3pacTa [OJIKHa YYUTHCS TOTOBUTH U IIUTH A7 OyOyInero yejgoBeka. Camoru oHu
nenaioT A cyacTnuB. S MPOCTO TEPSIOCH B 9TUX CTPAHUIIAX ¥ JyMalo O YEM-TO elIle.

"f mormmaro." OcyaH chenan nay3y, IOTPY3UBIIKCH B IITy0OKKe pa3MBILIIEHUS. Apfia KaKoe-To
BpeMs CMOTpeJla Ha Hero, a 3aTeM CHOBa [IOAHAAacCh Ha HOT'H.

«BaM myuriie Bcero OHITh Ha CTyIEHbKAX HUXKE JIECTHUIIBI», — OTMETHJIA OHA. «{ oIy mpuHecy Tebe
Kycouek». OHa mocmerusa u3 capas. Kak TonbpKo oHa yiuta, OcjlaH OTKUHYII TOJIOBY Ha COJIOMY U
ry00KO BEIIOXHYI Yepe3 HOC. Ero pyka BepHYIach K XKUBOTY, KOHYUKHY TaJIbIEB eiBa KaCalluCh
CIIATOM KOXKHU. OH IBITAJICS IIOACYUTATh, CKOIbKO BpEMEHH eMy ITOHa0OUTCsI, YTOOH BEI3MOPOBETH
HACTOJILKO, YTOOBI OH MOT OTHOCHTEJILHO JIETKO XOIUTh U NTepPedBUTraThCsa. Y Hero He Ob1I0 JIacTOUKH,
KOTOpast Morjia ObI YCKOPHUTH MPOLIECC — BCE €r0 3eJIbst OBIIM Pa30UTEl 0 KAMHHU.

['omoca npuBneknyu ero BHuMaHue. OHY U U3 JOMa, HO OH MOT CJIBIIATh KaXao0e CJI0BO. ITO Oblia
MaTh Apgel. OHa roBopuia ropsiuvM TOHOM, TOBOPS AOYEPH, YTO BelbMaKa Haflo BEITHATH U3 capas,
yTO Ap[ie He ClleflyeT IIPOBOOUTHL TaK MHOTO BpeMeHHU ¢ MyTaHToM. OHa nmoTpeboBana, 4To0w Apaa
paccka3saja ey, 4To OHa JesaeT ¢ 3Tou enou. OciaH yCblIal rojoc Apabl, BO3paXKaBIllIui, 4YTO
MYXK4YMHa He eJl Bce BpeMs, ITI0Ka Haxonuscs B capae. OHa Oblna Ha cepefrHe NPeIoXeHus, Korna
MaTh IIpepBaja ee, yIpeKas 3a TO, YTO OHa TaK OTKPHITO BefleT ceOsl 0 OTHOIIEHUIO K MyXunHe. Kak
OHM COOMPAaJKCh ee BEIJATh 3aMYK, €CJIM OHa UCIIOPTHUIa CBOIO PelyTalluio mepen MytanToM? Eil He
Ob110 CcTHINHO? HeyxKenmu oHa coBCceM He 3a00THUIach O YECTH CBOeW ceMbu? ApHa CONPOTHUBIISAIACS,
TOBOPSI, YTO Be[bMaK CIlac el JK13Hb U YTO OHA [OJIXKHA [T03a060TUTHCS O €T0 BHI3IOPOBIIEHUH, HO €€
T0JIOC CTAaHOBUJICS BCe ciiabee u crabee.

OcnaHy OT4YadHHO XOTEJIOCh BCTATh. EMY XOTEJI0Ch HprITPI K 3TOMY OOMY, HE3aBHCHUMO OT TOTO,



IIPUBETCTBYIOT €T0 UIU HET, ¥ KpUUaTh B JIUIO 9TUM AypaKaM. Pa3Be Tl He BUAUIID, YTO TH C HEHN
mesaenb?

«Ecnu TH OTHECEIb 3Ty TapesiKy MyTaHTy ApHe, MBI C TBOUM OTILIOM OPOCHM TBOM KHUTH B O4ar».
Hacrtynuna naysa. OcyiaH IpUCIYIIUBAJICS K YCKOPSIOIIEMYCS CephLeOreHI0 TeBYLIIKH.
«H-xopormo!»

[Tocnemnusie maryd. OcnaH OTKUHYJCS Ha3afl, KOToa OBePb OTKPhLIACh, IIBITAsCh BECTU Ce0s Tak, Kak
OynTO OH He CIBIIIaJ Bcero pasroBopa. OH IOJHSI T'OJIOBY, KOra Apfia Imofoliia K HeMy 1
TIOCTaBHIIa PSIAOM C HUM Tapenky. Ha HeM nexarna HebGombInast OyxaHKa CeMeHHOro xyeba U Kycok
BsIJIeHOTO Msica. OcjiaH 3a/1aBajiCs BOIIPOCOM, TOCTATOYHO JIM 3a3KUJI €T0 KeIYHOOK, YTOOB!
nepeBapuBaTh TBepAyio nuiy. Ho omsTh 3Ke, TOJI0[ I'7I03aJT €T0 TaK, YTO IIOBTOPHOE OTKPBITHE PaHHI
Ka3aJIOCh He3HAYUTEIIbHEIM.

«Crmacu00, Apma». [leByIika KABHYJIa, HO B ee Tla3aX OH yBUAEJ 0eCIOKONCTBO. XOTS OH yXKe 3Hall
IPUYUHY ee 0EeCIIOKOWCTBa, OH CIIPOCUII €€, BCe JIU C HeH B MOPSIIKE.

«Jla, CoO MHO BCe B IOPSIOKE», — TUXO OTBeTHIa OHa. OHa MOJHSIA PYKH U 00BUIIa MU cebs. « 1
IOJIKEH 0CTaBUTh TeOs Ha OoTHbIx». OHA MOMHSIACH M TIOMIOIIA K TBEPSIM.

«Apma». OHa 0CTaHOBUJIACH U B3TJISHYJIA Ha HEro. « HUKTO He mposIBUIT KO MHE TaKO# MoOpOTHI, Kak
THL. ¢l He Mory nepefaTh Tebe, HACKONIBbKO 51 OarogapeH».

Jlerkas ynbiOKa TpOHYJIa ee I'yObl. Apfa IOBEpHYIach U OBICTPO BEICKOJIb3HYJIA U3 Capasi.

[Toes, OcnaH cHOBa MOTPY3UICS B O1a’KEeHHBIN COH. BhINla y2Ke MO3qHss HOYb, KOTHAa OH IIPOCHYJICS U
peigan. [TomporrattHudectBo. OH y3Han rojoc Apael. TpeBora yckopuma ero mynbc. OH cesl, 0oTOPOCHUB
0fiesiio B CTOPOHY. Hora He mo3Bosisifia eMy UOTHU Jasbllle, II03TOMY BCE, UTO OH MOT CAEJaTh, 3TO
CJIyIIaTh ¥ BUMETh, UTO IPOUCXOTUT.

Korpa oH ycrbiiian ux royioca, oH moHsaa. OHU TOBOPUTIM €M, YTO 3TO CHeJIaHo A7 ee XKe Onara. YTo
ell Hy?KHO YCBOUTD YPOK. BefilbMak OBII OTlaceH, ¥ OHU Jeflaiy 3TO, YTOOH 3aIUTUTEL ee. CKBO3b UX
rosoca OcnaH yCTbllaa NOTPeCcKuBaHue IJIlaMeHH, ToXKupalomero Oymary, Tpeck o0paboTaHHOU
KOXKU, pa3fupaeMou XapoM.

OHa mTaKasna, yMOJiss UX 0CTaHOBUThCSI. OHa moo0eliana, 4To OyaeT MOmgUUHSATLECS UM. [1naMs
IIUIIEJI0, KOTHa UX KOPMUJIY ellle.

Bce, 4TO OH MOT CfienaTh, 3TO CUAETH U CNTyLIaTh, C3KaB PYKHU B KyJIaKU. ITO Ka3aioCh BEYHOCTHIO.
Hakonern Bce 3aTuxiio. OH Bce ellle CIBIIAN €€, ee PhAaHus ObUIM MIPUTIIYIIeHB, KOTOa OHa IJlakalla
B mopmymKy. OciaH 3aKphII I'J1a3a ¥ 3aKPhUI IUIO0 pyKaMu. ITa 6051, KOTOPYIO OH YyYBCTBOBAJI ceiyac,
Obla XyKe BCEero, YTO OH Iepexkuil g0 cux mop. OH Bce ellle MOT CJIHIIIATh €e — eJUHCTBEHHOTO
yeJioBeKa, KOTOPHIM KOTHa-mub0 CMOTpell Ha Hero Kak Ha HOpMaIbHOTO YeJI0BEKa.

Emy npumia B ronoBy upes. OciaH NOTSHYJCS K CBOeH CYMKe U BHITAIIUI He0OJIbIION JHEBHUK. Ero
00102KK¥ OBIJTH HEMHOTO TTOTPEMAHH, HO B OCTAJIbHOM OH XOPOIIIO COXPAHUIICS Tocye 605,
ITPOU3OLIEAIIET0 HECKOIBKO THEN Ha3af. EMy OBIJI0 MpUKa3aHO UCIIOIh30BATh €T0 KAaK JTMYHEIH
KOZIEKC — MJIs1 3alKCcel 0 MOHCTpAX, JKUBOTHBIX, MHTPeUEHTaX 1 060 BCEM OCTaIbHOM, YTO EMY
HY2KHO Ob7T0 3anucaTh. OclaH Tak ¥ He YOOCYXKUJICS 3all0JIHUTh HU OOHY cTpaHully. He 65110
He00X0muMOCTH. [[0 HaCTOSIIIEro BpeMeHHU.



BHyTpu 0067102KKHM JIe2KaMy TPOCTHUKOBAS PydKa U MaKeTHK C YroJIbHOM MblTbio. OClaH mepeBepHy
TIEPBYIO CTPAHUIY U OKYHYJI 32a0CTPEHHBEIN KOHYUK PYUKHU B YEPHYIO IbiIb. OH cHesnas maysy, YTo0b
1ogyMarth, a 3aTeM HayaJl IUCaTh.

OH nucan o JOCTOMPHMEYaTEIbHOCTSAX, KOTOPHIE BUMIEN BO BPpEMSI MIyTeIlecTBUsd. [JaneKkue 3eMIu B
€ro noscenHeBHOU cpefe. OH mucan o Meplamwlled Bofe, KOTOPYI0 eMy IPHULIJIOCh IPope3aTh Ha
CBOeM J1o7Ke, 00 OIIYIIeHUH TOILITHOTH, KOTIa KOPIIYC ITepelphrIrkBa BOJIHY, 0 TeAsHBIX OphI3rax Ha
€ero Jinile, Korya Hoc Kopabiis CHOBA yIapuJICs O CTEKJITHHYIO TIOBEPXHOCTD.

OH mucas o TaHI[ax C MOHCTPaMH, O CMEPTOHOCHLIX, BOJIHYIOIIKX TaHIaX. ETo KIMHOK Oy#eT ero
IIPOBOOHUKOM, a ero Tejio Oy[eT IPoCTo CefoBaTh 3a HUM. M Korfa nobexkneHHoe YyJoBHIIe
7Ie3KaJio Y ero HOT, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK 110 €r0 BeHaM TeYeT IMIPUIUB TOPHIOCTH.

OH nucan o MPOoXJIagHbIX BECEHHUX MOXKOSX U 0 HAOMIOOeHUH 3a MOXKIEM U3-TI0[] KaMeHHOM HUIIIH.
['poM rpoxoTan B gajiekoMm Hebe MMoj CTYK KaxKIoW Kalljiy, ITafaomlel Ha 3eMito. [ITula, cupsTaHHas
rae-Hu0yOb IO HAaBeCOM M3 JIMCTHEB, ITejla B TApMOHUY C HoXKaeM. Bo3nyx OymeT maxHyTh CBEKeCThI0
10 CPaBHEHUIO C COJIEHBIM ITPUBKYCOM OKeaHa.

Ero py4yka CKO/Ib31JIa 10 TOBEPXHOCTH rpy0oi GymMaru, 3amoiIHssl CTPAHUIy 3a cTpaHutei. OH
BOCCO3[aJI 151 Hee KaXayIo feTallb, KaXkayio VHIINI0 9yBcTBA. OH X0TeJ, YTOOH OHa TOXKe Obljla TaM.
OH xoTern, 4yToOBl OHa cOexkajla Ha CTPAHMITHL.

HakoHe1, Ha ITocnefHUX OBYyX nucTtax OcnaH Hamucasn o 6ops0e ¢ exupgHoi. OH mMucal 0 TOM, Kak
YyIOBUIIE OCTABUJIO €r0 YMUpaTh Ha Oepery, ¥ 0 TOM, KaKUM y2KacoM ¥ OOMHOYeCTBOM OH ce0s
yyBCTBOBaJ. A IToTOM Oblsla JeBYIIKa, KpacuBas JeBYyIIKa, KOTopas clacia eMy XKu3Hb. OHa
IIpOosiBUIIa K HeMy H00pOTy, KOTOPOM OH HUKOI'Za He 3HaJl, U OH HUKOTa ee He 3a0yneT.

OcraH monapanasn py4kKy 0 IHO CyMKH. C IIOCIefHUM KyCKOM YTJIsl OH IIePeIUCTHYI IOCTIeNHI00
CTPaHUIY U HAIMKCA:

Cmacu6o, Apma
— OcnaH

KHUTY 1070KMIKM Ha CONIOMY, TIe OH Jexai. Korma Houb MeJIeHHO CMEHUIIach PaCCBETOM, OH
BBITAIIUII ce6s M3 capas ¥ IPOYb OT IePEBHH, ITI0Ka He JOCTUT HEOOJIbIIOro yyacTKa jieca, YTOOH
oTHOXHYTh. OH yOemuics, YTO HaXOOUTCS JOCTAaTOYHO HajIeKo, YTOOH HE MPUYMHUTH Bpeaa. OHa
CHOBA CO CBOEM HeHOPMAJIbHOCTHIO.
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