Bec nmexasa Ha XHUBOTe yV Kpast 00peiBa. MICIIoIb3ysd KYCTAPHUK ¥ KAMHHU B KaYeCTBEe MIPUKPBITHS, OHA
BBITJISTHYJIA M3-3a IIPOMACTH U CIIYCTUIIACch K peKe. HampoTuB Hee OHa 3aMeTHIIa, YTO CKaJIbl Ha
IIPOTUBOIIONIOXKHON cTOpoHe HuMHapa Oblii ropa3no MeHee KpyTeIMU. Eciiu 6bI 0HA OBITIa HA TOM
Oepery pekH, TO JIerkKo Morjia Okl CITYCTUTLCS K KPOMKe Bofibl. Ho ¢ ee CTOpOHEI OBLI0 OB
HEBO3MOXKHO 6e30I1acHO CIIYCTUThCS 0€3 MIMHHOM BEPEBKH, C TOMOIILI0 KOTOPOX MOXKHO OBIJIO GBI
OTTONKHYThCS. BepeBKH, KOTOPOH y HEe He OBINIO.

OHa npofBHHYJIa CBOE TEJIO ellle Ha BOJIOCOK BIIEPEef, a 3aTeM II0CMOTpeJla BHU3 IPUMEPHO Ha CTO
GyTOB U yBUMeNa IT0 MEHbIIEN Mepe AecaTh PeJaHCKUX COJIAT Ha JIOIIafAsaxX Mocpefnu peku. Pexa B
3TOM pafioHe, OUeBHUOHO, ObIJITa HAMHOTO MeJibye, IIOCKOJIbKY OHA MOTJIa BUAETh, YTO IIOBEPXHOCTH
BOMIBI OCTAHABNIMBAJIACh YyTh BHIIIE KOJIEH BCagHUKOB. [IpuMepHO B gecsATH ¢yTax OT TUHUU
BCA[IHUKOB Obl/Ia TYT0 HAaTSIHYTa II0 IIOBEPXHOCTH PeKU BepeBKa. HecmoxKHO OBIIO MTOHSTD, B YeM
3aKJII04asIcs UX IjlaH. BepeBKa 0CTAHOBUT ITapoOM ITOCPETU PEKHU, U C PACCTOSHHUS AecaTu GyToB
[epanbT 1 ero Opy3bs CTAHYT JETKOW MUIIEHbBIO [/ apbaneToB pefaHiieB. A eclnu BegbMaK IPHITHY
C ITapoMa, 4ToOBI CPa3UThCS MeUOM B O1ukKHeM 0010, TO B BOfe, IOXOASAIIEH 10 IPyau, eMy OymeT
C10kHO 9P PeKTHBHO aTaKoBaTh. [1/1aH pefaHIieB, BO3MOXKHO, OBLT IIPOCTHIM, HO OHA BOCXHUIIAJIAChH
ero u300peTaTeIbHOCTHIO.

CBETIIOBOJIOCHIY TEMEPUHEIl B HACTOsIlee BpeMs ObUT ONMH Ha BepuInHe oTkoca. OHa OTIIpaBuIa IByX
IPYTUX pa3BeYMKOB Ha3afl, YTo0OH cOOOIMUThH Polry, YTO MPOUCXONUT BIIepeny, HO HU ee KOMaHAUD,
HU OCTaJIbHbIE ellle He TpUOBUIM. XOTS OHA He OblNa Tak yXK yauBiIeHa. MeCcTHOCTh B ropax Io Ty
CTOPOHY peKH Oblla XOJIMUCTOU U ONIaCHOW, OTMEe4eHHOU BHICOKMMU NMUKAMU U KPYTHIMU TTTyOOKUMUI
OBparamu.

OHa mosarajna, 4To TO, YTO OIKHO ObIJIO CIIYYUTHCS BHU3Y, 3aKOHUYHUTCS 3a[0JIT0 A0 MPUOLITUS KOTO-
00 U3 ee COOTeUeCTBEeHHUKOB. [ 7195 Ha ciieHy nof co0oii, 0Ha JyMasa O TOM, YTOOBI OTKPHITh
OTOHb 110 pefaHilaM. C TaKOT0 PaCCTOSTHUS ¥ BLICOTHI OHA COMHEBAJIACh, YTO II0Mala B TO, BO YTO
KOHKPETHO I1eJIUJIach, HO HaBepPHsSIKa HeCKOIbKO apOaeTHEIX O0ITOB, MafaloIIUX CBEPXY, II0 KpaHen
Mepe, pa3pyiIuIn Obl JIaHE pefaHiieB. MeHHO TOT{la OHa YBUOeEIa MOsSBIeHNe YaCTUYHO
pas3pylIeHHOro mapoMa € oBo3Ko#. OH MefJieHHO NpuOIMKacs K U3IydrHe peku cieBa oT Hee. Co
CBOeM TOYKM 0030pa OHa MOrjia BUOETh TOJIHKO OJHOTO YesioBeKa Ha mapoMe. [Toxoxe, 3T0 O
MyK4YMHA, ¥ OH, II0X03Ke, OBIJT paHeH, IIOTOMY 4YTO He gBurajcs. OH MIPOCTO CUOENI, TIPUCTIOHUBIINCH
CIIMHOM K OOHOMY U3 IIepegHUX Kojec QpyproHa.
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[CepanbT 3aKphUI T'7la3a, IOTOMY YTO HA4Yero He Bupen. OH TakXKe y3HaJ, 9YTO eTr0 CIyX HEMHOTO
yNy4iaacs, KOrga OH 3aKphiBajl I'Jla3a, ¥ B 9TOT MOMEHT OH XkKAajl curHaa BaiyiaBa. OH HaMepeHHO
3aMe[Isi AblXxaHue U cepauebuenue. X0oTs agpeHanyuH ObT OUeHb 110J1e3€H B pa3rap O0NbIIMHCTBA
CpaxkKeHWi, OH 3HAJI, YTO MY HYKHO OBITH MAKCHMAaJIbHO CIIOKOWHEIM IIepef TeM, YTO XKJIET BIEepPeH.
OH TOHSJ, YTO, BEPOSTHO, y HETO €CTh TOJILKO OAMH IlaHC Ha ycmex. OH yOpars 1eByi0 PYKY C
ap0OaseTa, KOTOPHIM iepKasl Ha TPYAU, U ClierkKa KOCHYJICS 3aTBOpPa, YTOOH yOeOUTLCS, YTO OH BCe
ellle HaJIe’KHO 3aKpelyieH B a3y. Ero manbIiisl HOMUIM J0 KOHIA 3aTBOpA U HAIIyIall B3PHIBHOU
HAKOHEYHUK. ITO [ayio yOuiiile MOHCTPOB HEMHOI'0 0OJIbIIlE YBEPEHHOCTH B TOM, YTO OTHOTO
BEICTpeEJIa OyIeT JOCTaTOYHO.
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Habmromas 3a TeM, Kak ImapoM OBUIKETCS BHU3 10 peke, Bec ynoBuna gBuxkeHue nepudepuitHeIM
3peHreM. OHa nepeBesia B3TJIAMA ¥ YBUOEA CYOHO ITOMEeHbIIIe, MPUOINKaoIeecs K U3TyYnHe PeKHU.
IepeBsSHHOE CYIHO BBITJISMIENIO ITYCTHIM, 3a UCKITIOYeHNEM Yero-TO BPoae KOPUUYHEBOT0 Ope3eHTa,
paccTeIeHHOT 0 IoceperHe, OAKWH Kpail KOTOPOTo CBXCal B Boxy. He BUISI HUKOTO Ha MJIOCKOOOHHOU



JI0OKe, ee TJla3a METHYUCh 00PaTHO K ITapOMy U C HeTepIeHHueM Halmofgany, Kak ero nepefgHui
Kpaill HaKOHeI[ 3alleNUJICS 3a BEPEBKY, IepeOpOoIIeHHYI0 Yepe3 peKy. BepeBka HEMHOT0 ofanach,
HO fepaKasiach KPemKo U 0CTaHOBUJIA MeJJIEHHO OBUXKYIIUICS TapoM. B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa yCIIbIIIana,
KaK OMMHOKWY MyXKYHHa Ha ITapOMe Pa3roBapHBaeT C PeNaHCKUMHU CONIJaTaMu, HO He MOTja
pa3obpaTh CJI0B.

PemaHIrel, Bce ele HampaBiisis apbameTs Ha ITapoM, OCTOPOXKHO JBUHYIH JIOIIaiel BIEepes.
OCTaHOBHUBIIKCH IO APYTYI0 CTOPOHY BEPEBKY, ONMH CONAT CIIEIIUICS U 3a0pasics Ha 60pT
pa3buTtoro cygHa. BHe3amHo Bec ycnbimian cHu3y Kpuk: «Ceiidac!»

OHa y7oBuIa OBUXKEHUE ClieBa OT ce0s1 - KOpHUHEBLIM Ope3eHT Obls1 OpOIleH B PEKY - ¥ KOTZla OHa
COCpefoTOYMIIa BT Ha MeHbIIeM Kopalbie, oHa yBumesna bemoro Bonka, CTOSIIEro Ha KONEHSIX -
muT KBeHa, MepIaoimi opaHKeBEIM BOKPYT Hero. OHa yCIIbIIIana KPUKY pPelaHIleB, MHOTHE U3
KOTOPBIX CTpeNsAiu U3 apOaneToB B yOuiiyy MOHCTPOB. ETo MUT HECKOJIBKO Pa3 XJIOMHYJI, KOTfa
OOJITHI OTPUKOIIETHIIN, ¥ TOJIBKO TOT{Ia OHA 3aMeTHIIa, UTO Y BeIbMaKa B PyKe TOXe eCTh apbarer.
HeGompuioi Kopabib HAXOOWIICS MeHee 4eM B MSITHAAUATH GyTax OT KOPMEI ITapoMa, KOToa OHa
yBUfETa, KaK BeIbMaK BHICTPEIIUIT U3 CBOETO OPYKHUS ¥ 3aTEM HEIPHYJI K TOBEPXHOCTH BOJIHL.

BHe3ammHo BaroH ¥ ITapOM B30PBaJINCh OTHEHHEIM KTyOOM OhIMa U IIaMEHHU, IPH 9TOM B TEYEHUE
CEKYHMHBI ITPO3BYYai0 MHOXKECTBO B3PHIBOB. B3pHIB 1 IITyM OT B3PHIBa OBLIM HACTOIBKO
HEOXUIAHHBIMU, YTO Bec HeBOJIbHO OTIIATHYJICS OT Kpast oOphiBa. OHa rIy00KO B3JOXHYTIA, a 3aTeM
OBICTPO OBUHYJIACh 0OPATHO K IIPOIACTH, YTOOR BUAETh BHU3Y, HO IIOYTH HAa MUHYTY peka Obla
3aTsHyTa CephM ARIMOM. HakoHell, KoTfa JbIM paccesiyics, CTajla BUAHA 3Ta clieHa. Ee rimasa
YITOBUIIM TeJla MEPTBHIX JIOIIAeH, MIBIBYIIUX 110 TEYEHHWIO, HO TapoOMa U ITOBO3KK MMPAKTUYECKHU
HUTTe He OBLIO BUIHO.

OHa MorJla pa3NUyUTh UL HECKOJIBKO KYCKOB JiepeBa - U, BO3MOXKHO, HeOOJIbIION KyCOK 6eJI0ro
Ope3eHTa OT pyproHa - MOKaYMBAIOIIKUXCS 10 TIOBEPXHOCTH BoAbl. OHA He BUAEsa HU OTHOTO XKUBOTO
conpara. Bce, 4TO 0T HUX OCTanI0Ch, pemiun Bec, 1exano Ha OHE PEKH, OTATOLIEHHOE MeTalIndeCcKon
Oponeil. HakoHel oHa yBHU[eJa BeIbMaka, Yy KOTOPOro Bofa Obula 1o rpynb. OH MefIeHHO IIeJl BBEPX
10 TeUEeHUIO, C BePEeBKOU Ha IjIede, Tallla 3a c0O00M MeHblee cyqHO. Ha yuile TeMepsiHKY TOSBUIIACh
nerkas ynel0Ka, ¥ OHa IToKadajia TOJI0BOM.

«OH Tako# 3agupa», — IPOIIeITaaa OHa Ipo ceods.
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[Tpormo 6ombIlle ABYX YaCOB C TeX MOp, Kak ['epanbT, ViBU U oCTasbHEIE BHITAIIUIINA CBOU MOKPEIE U
MU3My4YeHHbIEe TeJla U3 BOOH. [IBe JIoaau epexuiy IpPUKIoueHue Mo peke, u Tenepb ViBu u Jluguan
exaJli Ha HUX, a TpOe MYXKUWH UK PANOM C HUMHU. XOTSI MaJleHbKas IepeBsIHHas JIofKa C IIJI0OCKUM
IIHOM Bce elre paboTana, OT Hee PeIluIu 0TKa3aThCsa. Bo-mepBrIX, OH ObUT HEJOCTAaTOYHO BEJIUK,
yTOOB BMECTHUTD UX U JIOIIAMI€H, & BO-BTOPBIX, HUKTO HE XOTEJI PUCKOBATh U CTOIKHYTHCS C
TIOTeHIMATbHEIMY ITOpPOraMu. MM 9T0 yKe Hamoeso. Peka HaKOHeI] TOBEPHYJa Ha 3amaf, U Teleph
IpyIIa Iia 1o JIECUCTHIM TopaM Ha I0KHOM Oepery peku BHU3, K nonuHe Humuap. I'epansT u UBu
HEMHOTO OTCTaBa/Ii OT OCTaJIbHBIX, TOCKOJIbKY MIBUM X0TeNI0Ch yeIUHEHUSI, YTOOLl OHa MOTJ1a
IIOTOBOPHUTH ¢ MykeM. OH BeJl ce0s He Tak, Kak OH CaM.

PaHee, elie Ha peke, VBu v Jluauan nbiTaauch OTTOBOPUTH BebMaKa OT €0 pelIeHus MOCagUuTh
BamnaBa Ha mapoM. Bce 3T0 BpeMsi CTapyK Tak e TPOMKO Bo3paxaj. bapkeiH u beHHU maxe
BLICKA@3a/Iu CBOe MHeHUe. ['epasbT HECKOJIBKO AOJITUX MTHOBEHUM MOI4a CTOSJI, IPOCTO CIyIlas, Kak
BCe criopAT. K MHEHUIO Ipyroil CTOPOHEL, 10 IIpaBfe roBOps, HUKTO He IPUCIIYIINBAJICS.



Hakoseri, youiilia MOHCTPOB BEIIEpPIKAJ BCe, UTO MOT, U 3aKpryai: «XBaTUT!»
Bce MrHoBeHHO 3aMoOI4aIv U IIOCMOTPEJIXA Ha HETO MIKUPOKO PACKPLITHIMU I'Jla3aMu.

«3JTO0 ero XKu3Hb. ITO €0 PEelLIeHUe... ¥ 3TO TO, YeTO OH X04eT. Ec/ii TONMbKO ¥ KOro-HuOynb 3eCh HET
UMIeH TOIy4Ile, Kak YOUTh BCeX 3TUX CYKMHBIX IeTeH, 0KUIAIOIINX Hac 3a TIOBOPOTOM».

HuxkTo HM4ero He cKa3all.
"Het?" — cnpocur oH, rinsags BceM B ria3a. «He gyman». Ilocie 3TOro OHU 0OCTaBUIIU €T0 B IIOKOE.

B TeueHue mmepBOro vaca 1ocje Brixofa u3 peku I'epanbT u MBu 1y 60K 0 60K, 1o O0JIbIIel 4acTh
Moida. OHa Bce ellle 3/IMJIach Ha HEro, Kak Ha ero pelleHre OTHOCUTeNbHO BallsaBa, Tak ¥ Ha TO, Kak
OH Ha HUX Kpuyas. OHa Ovina OBl B IOPSIAKE, TI03BOJIMB €MY IIOTPSI3HYTh B CBOEM YIPIOMOM
HacTpoeHUH. Ho Korga mepBhIil Yac MpeBpaTHIICS B IBa, a TUIIKHA MeXAy HUMU CTaja I'y6xke, OHa
Havasa 6ecriokouThcs. U TyT oHa BcioMHuna Poyda. OHa Obllla HACTOJIBKO COCPEelOTOYEHa Ha UX
cnope ¥3-3a BauaBa, 4TO faxe He ITOyMasla, UYTO OH BCe ellle MOXKET YyYBCTBOBATH I10 ITOBOAY
CMepTH cBoel nomanu. M Temepb OHA YyBCTBOBAJa ce0s1 HEMHOTO BUHOBATOM.

— I'epanbT, TH B IOPSOKeE?
«[a, 1 gymaro... Tl BCe ellle 3JIULIbCS Ha MeHI?»

HBu IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha MyXKa. «HemHoro. 4 nouuMarto, IMo4YeMy ThI CHUTAEIb, YTO IOCTYIINJI IIPABUIIBHO.
qa IIPOCTO HE... 1 HEe COT'JIaCEH C 3TUM».

«WBH, 51 3HA0, KaK CUJIBHO THI LIEHUILb XKU3Hb, HO KaKue ObIIU Apyrue BapuaHTH? U 9T0 HE
puTopuyeckuit Bornpoc. CKaxu MHe, T0XkKaJyicTa, 4To OBl T CAesana?»

«$1 GBI He TIOCAAWII eT0 Ha 9TOT ITapoM».
«Xoporo. [IocTaToOYHO cIpaBenuBo. Torma Kak OBl TH CIIac Hac BCEX OT PefaHIleB?»
Heckonbko cexyH[ OHa HUYero He rosopuia. "f He 3Haw."

Benpmak kuBHYN. — MeHHO. U maxke ecnu OBl MBI MOTJIM KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM c6exkaTh OT pefaHlieB
KaKIM-TO IPyTUM CII0COO0M, Bbl KICKpEHHE BEepPUTE, YTO MBI MOTJIA OBl TACKaTh IIapai30BaHHOTO
yeJioBeKa I10 CeIbCKOM MEeCTHOCTH, IT0Ka, HaKOHell, He HaIlIKu Okl KOT0-HUOYydb, KTO €T0 IPUMET?
Oco0eHHO ceiyac, Korma, 04eBUIHO, MOJIOBHHA KOHTHHEHTA Ceiyac HIIeT Hac?»

«Bb1 ipaBhL. ITO OBLIO GBI TPYOHO, HO 5T HE CUMUTAIO, YTO «I[€1eCO006Pa3HOCTb>» UK «yOoOCTBO»
SIBIISTIOTCSI BECKOM MPUYMHOM [JIsT TPUHSITHUS PEIleHHUs, KOT/la Ha KOHY CTOUT YbsI-TO JKU3HBY.

«Yept nmobepu, MBu. T Bemenb ce0st Tak, OYOTO AyMaellb, YTO S JOBOJIEH TEM, YTO CHEal».

«41 3Haw0, YTO 3TO He TaK. Ho 51 MpoCTO He BEPIO, UTO CYIIECTBYET MPABUIIbHBINA CITOCO0 MOCTYIUTD
HempaBuibHO. U s gyMaio, 94To yOUTh ero ObII0 HEITPaBUIBHO».

«[TpaBma? 3HauuT, Te6e pelraTh, TPABUIILHO UM HEMPABUIBHO yOuBaTh? II0TOMY 4YTO, €CITH 5T
IIPABUJIBHO ITOMHIO, V¥ Te0sI, IT0X0Ke, He OBIII0 0COOBIX TPo6IeM ¢ TeM, YTO 51 yOus ongepMmeHa Takepa
B ban-Appe. Kakas pa3nuna?»

<<FepaJ'[bT, €CJIX ThI XO04ellb 3HATh IIPABAY, A OEeHCTBUTEIILHO HE XOTEJI, YTOOBI THI Y6I/IBaJ'I TaKepa».



"Tel cepbe3HO?"

IIJ:[a n
«Torma mouyeMy Thl, KaXKeTCsl, TaK COTJIaCeH C 3THM?»

«HW3-3a 00cTosiTenbCTB. Ecnu OB B 3TOM ropofie IeHCTBUTENBHO CYIIeCTBOBA KaKOW-TO 3aKOH U
MOPSIZIOK... KTO-TO, KTO OBI PUBJIEK €TI0 K OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a CBOM [IEMCTBUS, TOTIa 5 OBl CKa3an
Tebe nepenath UM Takepa. Ho He OBITIO , ¥ 51 HE XOTeJ, YTOOH OH MOT MPOOOJIXKATh IPUUYUHSATE Bpe[
opyruM. [ToroMy 4TO OH, 663 COMHEHUS, TaK OBl U CHea».

BegpMak KaKoe-TO BpeMsi HUYEero He TOBOPHIL. «3HAYHUT, B KOHEYHOM MTOTe Bhl COTJIACHIMCh, YTO S
y6uBaio Takepa, 4TOOBI CIIACTH APYTHUX OT OyOyIei 0omu?»

II']:[a.II

OH KuBHYyN ronosoii. «Hy, 9T0 Obly1a MOSI TOUHAsE MOTHBALKS II03BONIUTL BalyiaBy yiTH Tak, KakK OH
xoTeI. I1o ero crnosaMm, 3T0 ObLI0 O0I€€ MUJIOCEPHHO, YeM MBITaThCs COXPaHUTh MY KU3Hb B €70
COCTOSIHUU».

WBu cHauasna He oTpearupoBasia Ha 3T0. HakoHell OHa 3asBuia: «Xopoiuo, I'epansT. Ecnu TH
TOBOPHIIIB, YTO 3TO ObI/Ta TBOSI MOTUBALUS, TO... XOPOIIIO».

Fepaan YCIIBIIIaJI COMHEHHUE B €€ I'oJiIoCe, 1 OHO IITPOH3HUJIO €T0 CEepAIe. OH cxBaTuUJl MOBOABS U
OCTaHOBWUJI €€ JIoIIafb, He faBasd €l ABUTaThCI BIIEDEM. On IIOCMOTPEIJI B I'lla3d ZKEHHI.

«H/BH... MHE HYKHO 3HATh, YTO THI BCE €IIle CO MHOM. BO3MOKHO, THl 3TOT0 HE 0CO3HAEIllb, HO BH BCE
KAy, 4To 5 103ab04ych 0 06X MpobaeMax, BOSHUKAOUINX Ha HalleM IyTu. Ho 3To ObI0 HEYTO
6ornpimee. KazxeTcst, BB BCe 0KHUATh, YTO 5 TOXKe OyAy MPUHIMATh BCEe TPYAHbIE PEIIEHUS 3a TPYIIY.
U s aukorpa He mpocui 06 3ToM. YeCTHO TOBOPS... 51 TOTOB 3TO CAENIaTh, HO MHE 3TO He HPABUTCH.
Panb1ie Bce, 3a 4TO 5 KOTfa-1ub0o 0TBeyYasl B MOs XKU3Hb Obl7la MHOM, HO TeIepb... y MeHs eCTh ThHl, U
3TO 30OPOBO... HO, BUAKUMO, 51 HECY OTBETCTBEHHOCTb ¥ 3@ BCEX OCTAJIbHEIX? f KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM
SIBIISTIOCH (DAaKTMYECKUM JIUIEPOM BCeH 3TOM MUCCUH? §1 YYBCTBYIO, UTO S HA MOMX IIJI€YAX JIEIKUT
6peMs Mupa... TO3TOMY MHE HYKHO, YTOOBI ThI CKa3ajia MHE, YTO Thl IOHUMAeIIb., YTO THI
TIOHUMaellb, 9YTO 51 OblJIa B IePbMOBOM CUTYallMy, ¥ KaXkaoe peleHue Obl1o maoxuM. [leTka, 1 He
MOTY cpenaThb 3T0 6e3 Te0s1. Thl MHE Hy2KeH Ha MOEeN CTOPOHE».

ViBu mmocMoOTpesia BHU3 U yBUAeEIa MO0y B rfla3ax Myxka. OHa OBICTPO ciie3a ¢ JIomany ¥ oOHsIa
I'epanbTa.

«41 Ha TBOeW cTopoHe, ['epanbT. U Becerpa 6yny ero. Thl MOM MyK». 3aTeM OHa OTCTYIIKJIAa Ha3af,
yTOOBI IIOCMOTPETh €My B TULI0. «M, MPOCTH... ST aXKe He 0CO3HaBaJ 3TOT0, HO ThI ITPaB. ... MHL...
JKOaIu, YTO THI PELIUIIh BCe Halllk Mpo0ieMbl. MHe maxe B TOJIOBY He MPHIIIO, KaKoe HaBJIeHUe ThI
MOJI2KeH OKa3aThk. OBITh YYBCTBOM. f mocTapaioch ObITH Gojiee 671ar0CKIIOHHEIM, XOPOIIO?»

"Xopoiuo."

«4l mymaro... 0THACTHU IIPUYMHA, TI0 KOTOPO# ST HE XOTeJI, YTOOH! T cakas BalyiaBa Ha mapom,
3aKJII0YaeTCs B TOM, 4TO... 51 IPOCTO 6010Ch 3a Tebs».

"Yro THI UMeeIb B BULY?"

«THI SICHO [ajl IOHSTH O ThMe - 371e - BHYTpHU Tebs. MTak, 5 3Hal0, KaK Jierko Tebe yOuBaTh, U 5 He



Xouy, YTOORI THI... «KOPMHII» 3TO 3JIO. qa X049y IIOMOYb TeOe He MOUTH TI0 9TOMY IIYTH, €CJIK... KOT'Oa ThL
CMOKEIITh eTr0 U30eXKaTh».

CepanbT KUBHYJI, HO IIpeX/e YeM OH yCIIe/I CKa3aTb YTO-HUOYOb ellle, OH OTBJIEKCS OT JOHOCUBIINXCS
B UX CTOPOHY LIyMOB. OH CXBaTUJI OBU 3a PYKY, ¥ OHU IOAOLIJIKA K TOMY MECTY, I'le OCTaHOBUJIACH
OCTaJIbHBIE TPOE U3 UX I'Pynibl. HeCKOIbKO MIHOBEHUM CIyCTd BepHOH Poll v ero naogu nogbexasnu
BEPXOM.

«HakoHeI-To MBI HAIII MECTO, TIOe MOXKHO OBIJIO IIePempaBUTLCS Ha 3Ty CTOPOHY», — CKa3all
KOMMAaH/[0C.

«Mp#I B TBOEM ponry, Pormn».
Temepuer yasIOHYICS.

«YepTOBCKM BEPHO, THI JIO0UIIIb. I MHEe 0YeHb HPABUTCS, YTO BeIbMaK y MeHs B HOMTY. Thl OBIT
BeChbMa I10JIe3eH B IIPOIIJIOM», — CKa3aJl OH, Ipexkze 4eM 6POCUTDH ITOBOABS PSOOM C C000ii JTouIany B
ctopony ['epansbrta.
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Pemanns
— Yro TH AyMaeb 006 UX UCTOPUU? — LIETIOTOM CIpocun Bec.

Potrie oTmpaBui OCTabHBIX CBOUX JTIOfeM 06paTHO B TpeTorop, 4To6bl OHY MPOJOJIKUIIA PA3BEIKY
KOPOJIEBCKUX 3eMeNb, HO OH ¥ Bec octanuch ¢ ['epanbToM U OCTambHEIMU. Bce OHM OCTaHOBUIUCH Ha
BeuYep B JIECHCTOM MECTHOCTH B I02KHOM 4acTH JOoNuHE HuMHap, 4TOOB HECKOIBKO YaCOB ITOCIATh,
Ipexe YeM IMPOIOJIKUTh MyTh Ha 3amaf. [IBa TeMeplia Jexalu PSIIoM OAPYT ¢ APYroM, Ha
HeOOJIbIIIOM PacCTOSTHUM APYT OT ApyTa.

«OHHU He TOBOPST HaM BCEeM IIpaBAbl». POIII MOT NHUINb Pa3riisaaeTh, Kak Bec KMBaeT roioBou B
TeMHOTe. «fl He COMHEBAIOCh, UTO DMTEHIP, a Telepsb U PafjoBuA IpecnenyoT UCTOPHUKA... HO [eJi0 He
TOJIBKO B KHUTE. 9l HM Ha CEKyHAY He Bepio, YTO OHA yKpaJa ee U3-3a ee «UCTOPUYECKOr0 3HaUYEeHUI»
UJTA KaKoW OBl YellyXy OHa HU yIoMsiHya. Hu 9Mreipy, Hu PagoBuny mieBaTh Ha uctopuioo. OHU
IIPEeCIeAyI0T ee U3-3a TOro, YTO OHAa 3HAET... 9TOT0, UM KHUTa BefeT K 4YEMY-TO APYyroMy.

"Tak 4YTO THI XOUelIb CaenaTh?"

«IIpocTo. MBI IpHCOeAMHUMCS K HUM U Y3HaeM IpaBay. YTo OBl OHM HU MCKAJIH... 9TO MOXKeT OBITh
O4YeHb II0JIe3HO [JI HacC».
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CeMuneTHUN MabuMK I0TUJICS B TEMHOM uynaHe BMecTe ¢ JleTtu. OH U ero gBeHaAlaTAIETHSIS
cecTpa o0a yiexasny Ha I10Jly, OH OOHKMMaJl CBOU KOJIeHH, a OHa oOHUMarsa ero. Mix oxBaueHHBIN
IAaHWKOU OTeI] IPUKa3aJl UM BOUTHU B UyJIaH BCETO 3a HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUHU [I0 TOT0, KaK IapagHyio
IIBepb CeMeNHOU XUKUHBI PaclaxHyJy, U Telephb Cle3bl TEK/IN 110 UX JIWLaM, KOT/la OHU CIyIIaiu
3BYKH, HOHOCHUBIIIMECS C OIPYrOif CTOPOHHI YyslaHa. ABePb. [IpOH3UTEIbHEIE KPUKH MaTEPH, MOJILOBI U
BOILJIM OTIIA... ¥ cMeX. ManbyuK HUKOTa He 3abymeT xKecTokuii cMexX. OH U ero cecTpa OpozKaju OT
CTpaxa ¥ KpemKo JepzKajuch APYT 3a APYyra, Uila XOTh KaKoe-TO yTellleHre, HO 3HaJl|, YTO JIy4lle He
Iy1aKaTh. 3HaJ, 4TO Jyd4lle He IIyMeTb.



oM OBLT TOCTPOEH B TUIIMYHOM [JIsS X BETXOT'0 TOPOAKA CTHUJIE, @ 9TO 03HAYaAJI0, YTO JOCKH I10jIa U
CTeH He MOJIHOCTHIO MPUJIeTaIH APYT K APYTY. ITO MO3BOJIUIIO HEOOJIBIIIOMY KOIHYECTBY CBETa
IPOHUKHYTH B mKad. [JoCTaTOYHO, YTOOH MabYMK IIOTHSJI T'OJIOBY U YBUE, 4TO JIeTTH C
3aKPHITHIMU TJIa3aMU pacKayrBaeTcs B3af u Brepen. OH BriISAbIBAJICS B IeIN MEXIY TOCKaMHU,
IIBITASICh YBUOETh CBOUX PONUTENEN U UX My4dUTEIIel.

«Jlepku ria3a OTKPHITEHIMU U CMOTPH!» Manb4uK yCIbIIIaa KOMaHAy, JOHOCUBIIYIOCS C OPYTOn
CTOPOHEI CTEHH. «MNK 1 0TpexXy TBOM IaxXalollye BeKu». 3a 3TUM II0CIe0Bal HOBEIU CMEX.

ManbumK He 3HaJl, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHHU IIPOIIJIO, IIPek/e YeM OH, HaKOHell, YCIBIIIal UCITyTaHHbIe
KPUKYU CBOEM MaTepu, a MOILOBI OTIIa B KOHEYHOM UTOTe MIPEBPATUIIHUCH B Cl1a0ble CTOHHI,
IIPepPHIBAEMEIE CIIyYalHBIMU PhIAHUSIMU Topsi. Ho cMeX U MHTEHCUBHOCTD TOT'O, YTO MYKYUHEI C
HUMU [eJlajii, He YMEeHBIIUIIUCh - TOJIBKO IIPOTECTHl €T0 PONUTENIEH.

Crne3sl TEKJIH 110 1IeKaM MajibuKKa, HO OH He ObINT yBepeH, OBINIK JTM 9TO CJIE3hl CTpaxa uiiu rHeBa. Ero
OXBaTHUJI CTPaX, HO ¥ IPOCTh KuIllela BHYTpU. Ho OH 37UIICS HE TONBKO Ha MyKUMH CHapyXku. OH
3nuIcs Ha cebs. 3MUTCS Ha CBOM Mapanu3yIIIUd CTpax. 3/IUIICS Ha 6€CIIOMOIIHOCTb, KOTOPYIO OH
yyBcTBOBas. OH XOTeJ BHIOUTDH ABEPD YyJllaHa U YOUTH BCEX, KTO MIPUUYUHSAI O0JIb €0 PONUTENSIM, HO
CIIUIIKOM GO0SJICS TOTO, YTO IIPOU30MIET, eCNTA OH packpoeTcs. OXBaueHHBIN 3MOIUSIMU MaIbYuK
CHOBA 3arjiakajl, ¥ U3 ero ropja BHPBaIoCh phaHHe.

JleTTu mepzKaja ero Kpemde 1 packaurBana OvicTpee. OH ycbllan ee ciabblii memnoT: «Mariek,
TI0ZKAIyHCTA... Thl HOIKEH MOTYaTh».

3aTeM Malb4uK YCIIBIIIAN Iary, TPUOIHUKaloecs K IBepH, ¥ OH, U JIeTTU 3aTaulid JbIXaHUe.

BHe3amHo gBepb pacnaxHynach. CONMHEYHbIH CBET BOPBAJICS B 3aTEMHEHHBIN UyiaH, 1 Marnek oT 60ju
3aKpHIJ I'71a3a.

«Hy, Hy... CMOTpPH, 4TO y HaC 30ECh €CTh>.

OH OTKPHII T'Jla3a U YBU/IEN OO0JbIION CUIY3T, TIHYLUIUNCS K HEMY U €0 Teleph yKe Kpudalen
cectpe. [TouyBCTBOBaB, KakK PyKU MyKYUHEI CXBATUJIU €TI0 3a py0allKy, OH BCKPUKHYIL.

A IOTOM OH IIPOCHYJICS.

OpUHTHUIBS YCIIBIIIANa, KaK MaJlek pe3Ko BHIOXHYII, a 3aTeM II0YyBCTBOBAsa, Kak OH OBICTPO
TIOIHSIJICS C KPOBATH, IIPOCTHIHS yIIajia C ero TyJoBuila. Ha caMoM fese oHa ykKe HeCKOJIBKO
MT'HOBEHWU He CIlajia, CTOHBEI ¥ 60pMOoTaHre MajeKa Hapylianu ee COH. Ho aTu 6ecmopsiiku mocpenu
HOYH He OBIIM YeM-TO HOBHIM. KaXXMyio HOYb CJIy4asioch, YTO OHA OEJIKIIA ITOCTeNb C 9TUM MYKYUHOH.
OHa IPOTSIHyNIa PYKY ¥ MTOJI0KKIIA PYKY eMy Ha 6efpo, a 3aTeM CTajia XaaTh. Yepe3 HeCKOIIbKO
CEKYH[I OHa ITOYYBCTBOBAJIa, KaK €T0 IMMOTHAs PyKa CXBaTHIIA €e.

Ox B3goxHy. "U3BUHU."
«Bce B mopspke. XodeIb TOrOBOPUTE 00 3TOM?»

OH moKayas rojoBoM 1 CHOBa B3HoxHYJ. "HeT s B mopsimke." IT0 GBI TOT 7K€ CaMbIil OTBET, KOTOPHIH
OH [aBall eil KaXObli pas.

OpuHTHUIBS CHOBA IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA pa3gpaxeHnue. He To 4yToOw OH ee pa30ynui. A, CKOpee, IOTOMY,
YTO eMy ellle IIPeACTOUT PACKPHITh i ColepKaHue ITUX MOBTOPSIOIIUXCS KOUIMApPOB. ITOT
MYXKUYMHA, C KOTOPHIM OHA [eJIua I0CTelb U TeJI0 MOC/IeIHNe HECKOIbKO Heflelb, ObLT 1S Hee YeM-



TO BPOJIle 3arafiku, ¥ 3T0 OECIIOKOUIIO ee, TIOTOMY YTO TallHa O3Haydalla Helpeacka3dyeMocTb. U
YYHUTHIBas OMMAaCHBIM KaHaT, II0 KOTOPOMY OHa Iiljla - KaHaT MpefaTeabCTBa UM PEBOJIIOINH, B
3aBUCHMOCTH OT TOUKM 3PEHHUS - OHA IPEONoYIa UMeTh BO3MOXKHOCTh IIPeICKa3aTh BCe NEHCTBUS U
MOTHBE Marneka.

Ho, yecTHO roBOps, Y Hee ObLIM ITPOOIEMEL C 9THM. B KaKo#-TO MOMEHT OHa yBUfeJa, Kak MaJjek
OJHUM yIapoM HOKQyTHPOBall OMHOI'0 U3 CBOUX JIIOLEY 3a TO, YTO OH Halyraj Manbunka B Tapce. B
IPyTroM Clydae OH yrpoxars yOuTh HeBoOYKy-mofpocTka B Kasp Mopxene. UTo 3T0 OBl 3a UenoBek? U,
HECMOTpS Ha Bce CBoe obOasiHNe U YMeHUs, OHa BCe ellle He MOTJIa IIOHSATh, KAKOe MeCTO 3aHNMaeT
Mariek 1o OTHOIIEHUIO K IMTHIPY. CMOXKET I OHA KOTHa-HuOynb yOeOuTh €T0, UTO IIPUIIO0 BPEMS
U3MEHUTH HallpaBlieHue pa3Butusa Mmnepuun? YTo IpUILIIo BpeMs CMeHEl PYKOBOACTBA? [IJ1s 3TOro
OHa cobupasnach creiaTh BCe, UTO B ee Cujax.

Hunwdraapackas BonmebHKUIla HEKHO U Me[IJIEHHO MPOBeJia PyKou mo 6empy Marmeka.
«BoT, M03BOTE MHE ITOMOYb Tebe CHOBa 3aCHYThH».
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MOHTEKaIbBO

Oununna IUTbXapT 3aXJIONHYJIa KHUTY «Jccen» — Ty, 4TO Oblla IepeBefieHa Ha 00NN SI3BIK, — U
IIBRIPHYJIA ee Ha CTOJI. 3aTeM OHa BCTalla ¥ Hadajla pacxakuBaTh 110 6UOINOTEKE.

Opas 31a7m, 4To Ny4llle faXe HE fenaTh KOMMeHTapues. [laxe B ee Iy4Ilve OHU €0KUU A3bIK €T0
ceCTpHl ObLJI TPOHM3aH capKa3MOM M HacMeIIKaMu, ¥ 3TO ObIJT SBHO He Jy4Inui fAeHb. [locnenHue
HECKOJIbKO YaCOB OH HEOMHOKPATHO CiIylliaa B3goxu OUINNIE], II0Ka OHA 3aKaH4YuBajla YUTaTh TOM,
KOTOpHIH OHU YKpaiu B Kasp MopxeHe. KHura, B KOTOPYI0 OHa YTKHYJIaCh HOCOM BOT yKe HECKOJIbKO
[HEN.

Haxkonell oHa caMa HapyIIuiaa MOTYaHUE.

«Ecnu B 3TOM 4epTOBOU KHUTE U €CTh KaKasg-TO MOJACKa3Ka OTHOCUTEIbHO MECTOHAX0KIEHHUS 9TOTO
MOIIIHOTO Me4a, TO I He MOTY ero HauTu. TaM HeT HU4ero, KpoMe CKy4HOU UCTOPUHU 3NTbPOB A3H
Ceiimxe. 9T0 ¥ Kyda 6€CCMBICTIEHHOM PeTUTU0O3HOM 1093uH. "

OpaH no-npexHeMy Mondan. IIoCKONBbKY OHa He 3afaja eMy BOIIPOC, OH He YyBCTBOBaJI ce0s
00513aHHEIM OTBEYaTh. XOTS OH MOT IIPU3HATH, UTO BCE ele TI0uT OUIUIIy, 3T0 He 03HAYaso, YTo
OH HaCJIaXkKMOaJICs ee CHUCXOOUTEIBHOCTEIO. M OH GBICTPO MOHSJII, YTO AYYIIAN CIT0CO0 n30eKaTh 9TOT0
— TOBOPHUTH KaK MOXKHO MeHblle. ETo ropgocTh HEMHOTO YSI3BIIsiia TO, YTO OH, IIpu3pak, KPYIHbINA
UT'POK B KPUMHUHAILHOM Mupe XeHrdopca, Ben ce0st HeMHOTo 6ecxpe0eTHO 0 OTHOIIEHHIO K
JXKeHIHe, Ho Oumnurna He Oblyla 00BIYHOM XKeHUMHOM. ITmoc ol mpocTo mobun ee. OH He MOT C
coboit momenath. OH He BUHOBAT, YTO JKEHINKWHA, KOTOPYIO ero CEepAlle PeIIuo JeesTh, OKa3anach
ero POJHOU CecTpol. MTak, XOTsI 3TO HEMHOT'0 Pa3fpazaso, OH OB TOTOB UTPATh MIONYMHEHHYIO
POJIb, ECJTM 9TO 03HAYAJI0 COXpPaHEeHUe MUpa C ero OpaToOM U CECTPOH, TOTOMY YTO, KOTHa OHa Oblna
CYacCTIuBa, OHa OblyIa HamMHOTo mobpee K Hemy. OHa HaXke BIYCTHIIA €T0 B CBOO mmocTenb. OH BCcerga
IOyMaJl, YTO TOPAOCTbh — OMHO M3 CAaMBIX CUJIbHBIX YeJI0BeYECKUX YYBCTB, HO, BUAMMO, JTI000BbL Oblna
ellle CUJIbHEe.

— Tebe HEYETO CKa3aTh? — pa3gpazkeHHO CIPOCHIIA OHA.

OpaH Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aAyMaJICd, TIIAaTEJIbHO HOJI6I/Ipa$I CJIOBa.



«3JTO II030DP. MoxeT OBITh, 5 cMOory IIOMOYb?» HaKOHEIl OH OTBETUII ceCTpe C HEBO3SMYTHMEBIM
BBEIpa2KE€HHWEM JIAIIA.

"I'oBopUTE."

«41 3Harw mpodeccopa ucropuu. Ero pemyrauus ceidyac... HEMHOT0 3aMsTHAHA, HO KOTJA-TO €r0
OYeHb yBaxKanu. MHOTO NieT npenofaBas B OkceHPypTCKoit akafemun. Bo3aM0OXHO, OH MOT OB HaM
TIOMOYb».

«OTKyna BH 3HAeTe yBaxkaeMoro mpodeccopa?»

«CecTpa, BH OymeTe yOUBJIEHH TEM, KTO BOCIIOIH30BAJICS MOUMU yCayraMu. HeT Takoro yronka B
3TOM MUpE, TTie KTO-TO He X0TeJl OBl CMEPTH APYroro. B TOM 4yucie U B CBSILIEHHBIX 3aj1ax
aKageMu4yeckux KpyroB. OHU TaM IOBOJIbHO OeCIIOIagHEI».

Oununmna KuBHyNIa. «O4eHb x0po1o. [ToiieM K 3ToMy TBOEMY IIPOGEeCCOPY».
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Benukoe mope

WmMmepaTop IMTHIP CTOSII TUIIOM Ha BOCTOK, CXKUMasi pyKaMu Ilepujia OGHOTO U3 CBOUX (HPeraTos.
Kopabnb 6511 ogHUM U3 Tpex, 0oJiee UM MeHee CIIOKOMHO IIJTaBaBIINX B HECKOIBKUX MUJISAX K 3amany
ot HoBurpaga. OH CMOTpeJI B CTOPOHY CBOOOIHOT0 rOpofia U Haclaxkaascsl OKeaHCKUM Opu3oM,
nackawmumMm ero nuno. OH B NOCTIENHUN Pa3 MPOOYMEIBA CBOI0 BOEHHYIO ollepanyio. XoTs Ha caMOM
[leie Telleph, KOTa OH yKe OTIIPaBUJI OCTaNIbHYIO 4acTh CBOEH apMafHl Ha CeBep, OBUIO CIIUIIKOM
TIO3IHO NIPEPHIBATE IIJIaH, faXke ecyy OBl OH 3aX0Tel.

OH B3TJISIHYJI Ha [IBa COCEOHUX Kopabiis 1o 06e CTOPOHEI OT HEr0, eTro B3TJISIT OCTAHOBUIICS Ha
O0nbIIKMX MEePEeBIHHBIX SITMKaX, CTOSBIINX Ha BEPXHUX May0bax Kaxmoro Kkopabis. PednekTopHo ero
PYKH OIYCTUIIMCh B KapMaHbl, YTOOH KOCHYThCS METaNINYeCKUX AUCKOB. OH BCTIOMHUI HaCTaBIEHUS
Oununmel DUILXapPT, KOTHOA OHA JaBajla eMy MarudecKue MpeaIMeTH.

«41 He MOTy IpeBUAETh 00CTOATEILCTBA, IIPU KOTOPHIX MeHS He OyHeT psamoM, 4TOOh caMoOMy
aKTHBUPOBATH Ballly «apMuio». OQHAKO, eC/Ii BOSHUKHET HeOOXOAMMOCTh, BBl MOXKETe CHeaTh 3TO C
IIOMOILBI0 3TUX OUCKOB. [IpOCTO HaxXMUTe [Be CTOPOHE BMECTE, [TI0KA HE YCJIBIIIUTE IIeI40K... U
TOT[la OHYU I'OTOBHI IPMHATH Ballld IPUKa3kl, Bamie BenuyecTBo».

SMFBIp IIOCMOTPEJI Ha IBd AUCKa B CBOUX DPYKaX.
«Kak gomnro GYJIYT )Z[E‘I;ICTBOBaTB X MarudeCKue dapa 1mocie aKTI/IBaHI/II/I?»

«3T0 HeompeneneHHo. [IpoCTO CNUIITKOM MHOTO ()aKTOPOB, KOTOPHIE HY2KHO YYUTEIBaTh. Ho... s
OLIEHUBAIO KaK MUHUMYM IIOJIHbIE TPU THS».

«A ecnu MHe HYyXKHO UX 3apaHee JeaKTUBUPOBATh, I IPOCTO Pa3feslo QUCKUA?»
"B Teopun."
OMTHIP B3TJISIHYI Ha BONIIEOHHUITY.

«9TO JIy4IIUYX OTBET, KOTOPHIX S MOTY AaTh. DTU AUCKU PEBOJIIOLMOHHEL. HUKOrma paHblle He
Iienanoch, YTOOHI CHJIa TaKOTro OOJBIIIOT0 KONMMYECTBa Maruu rnepefgaBanach B pPyKd HeMaruieckoMy
II0JIb30BaTeNI0. M, 4To elije OOJIbIE YCIIOKHSIET CUTYalllio, MOX TBOPEHUS TaKOBHI, UTO 3TOT MU



HUKOTTa He Bumesn. KonmruyecTBO Maruu, KOTOPYO UCIOB3YIOT 9TU CYIIECTBa, IPEBOCXOAUT BCE, YTO
KOTma-Tu00 MOXKHO ObIJI0 ce0e MPeCTaBUTh... TaK YTO S HeHCTBUTEIHHO MTOHATHS He UMeI0, KaK Bce
3T0 cpaboTaeT». 3aTeM OHa IMUPOKO yIEIOHYIach. «HO g ¢ HeTepIeHueM KOy BO3MOKHOCTH YBUIETh
X B IEHUCTBUU>.

WmMmepaTtop KuBHYI caM cebe, TPOHoKas CMOTPETh Ha BOCTOK, B CTOPOHY PemaHum.

«Kak u s1», — cka3ay oH cebe.
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