[torTep O'[IuMM cupfen Ha CTOJie, CKpeCTUB HOTH, a TIOCETUTENIM TOCTUHHUIIL II0PXaikd BOKPYT HETO,
CJIOBHO He3HAUUTe/IbHBEIE HaceKoMble. OH C HeTepIeHNeM CMOTpPeNI Ha IBePh, 0KUas, I0Ka ero
MapUOHETKa BEPHETCSI C HOBOCTIMU, KOTOPEIE OH y2Ke 3Hall. JIeHWBO BEPTUT IEPEBIHHYIO JIOKKY
MeX[y JIOBKMMHU TajbllaMu. BHTh UM IeNCTBUTENILHO OBIIO HEBEPOSITHO TSIKeJo. [IpuxonuTcs u3o
[HS B IeHb 3aMeJIATLCS 00 CKOPOCTU STUX UOUOTCKUX CYIIeCTB. UTOOBI BHIKUTE, IPUXONUTCS
1oJiaraThCs Ha [ellleBhle YIOBKYU U CAETKHU. OTO NeWCTBUTEILHO ObIJIO HUXKE ero, OH yKe NOJKeH OblI
CTaTh IPABUTEJIEM... OH ObLI POKAEH, YTOOHI OBITH WM.

Ero rues BCIIBIXHYJI, KOT'Tad OBEPDb y}KaCHOﬁ TOCTHHHUIL PAaClIaXHyJlaCh, 1 €r0 MapPHOHETKA BOIIINA,
BRITJISIIST HE U3BUHSIOIMIENCS H, IIoOBEPUTE JIik, 37ou. Ero IIPpUYYOJIMBEIE KOIIAYbH I'JIa3d 6p0)II/IJ'II/I 110
BCEMY MECTY, IIpexne 4eM OCTAaHOBUTLCA Ha FIOHTepe. IleMOH cerka OTIOAaTHYJICA OT 3TOr0
OTKPOBEHHOI'O B3rjsiga, HO COXpaHHUII HeﬁTpaanoe BEIPpazKE€HUE JIUIia. He Hapmo moka3wiBaTh STUM
OBIIaM, KakK IIpe3npall uxX BOJIK.

BempMak mpotien yepe3 IepenoiHeHHbN 0ap, 3aMeTHO ITpUuxpaMbiBas, II0Ka He 0Ka3aJscs Iepeq
OecreyHBIM MyK4YUHOM. Ero B3r/Isig Ha MTHOBEHUE CKOJIb3HYII 110 JI0KKe, KOTOpol ['ToHTep Bce ellle
KPYTHII ¥ BO3UJICS, @ 3aTEM BEPHYJICS K €T0 HEITPUMETHOMY JTHITY.

— Cypnst o TBOEMY OIMHOYECTBY, ST MOTY TOJIBKO IIPEOI0OKHUTE, YTO THl HE CITPABUIICS C MOEH
MaJIeHbKOH 3agayeii. O'[JMMM CKa3aJl CBOMM JINPHYECKUM T0JI0COM. [IpoXKb CTpaxa Impodexkasa 1o
BeObMaKYy, ¥ OH He MOT He No0OpoxkKeaTe/lbHO YIROHYThCS BOCXUTUTEIBHON PeaKIuy Ha ero CjaoBa.

— OHa 0OnIzIa BCeM, 94eM ThI 'OBOPHIJI, HO T€ BEIbMaKHU... OHN e}l TIOMOTaJIH.

IeMOH HaKJIOHWUJI T'0JI0BY HaOOK, OCMaTpHBasi CBOI0 MaPHOHETKY XKECTKUMHU Ti1azaMu. — Y Tebs ObLI0
6oree 4eM DOCTATOYHO MTOMOIIHM, YTOOR! CITPABUTLCS C 9TOM 3abiydieii cTael BOJIKOB. 4 maxe gan
TeOe LlapeyOuiiily, 4TOObI TOTIOJTHUTEL TBOU PSIABI, IOYEMY THI IIPOCTO He 1mepebus ux Bcex?

Benpmak BHe3alHO no0eqHeN, ero aficKie OTHEHHEIE T'Jla3a CBEPKHYIN HEHaBUCThIO, KOTa OH
IIOCMOTPEJT Ha Hero. 9To HUKOTaa He cpaboTaeT. — BegbMaku He CKIIOHHHI YOUBATH APYTHUX
BeIbMaKoB. KpoMme TOT0, 3TOT Tak Ha3biBaeMhl LlapeyOuiilia , KOTOPOTro Thl MHE [aJjl, B IIOCJIEIHION0
MUHYTY IIOMOT JE€MOHY.

['roHTEp Kakoe-To BpeMsi CMOTpPeJI Ha Hero, a 3aTeM I'POMKO U [0JIro paccMmesncs. — OH chenan 310
cenyac? Heyxenu dyneca HUKOra He IpeKpaTaTcsa? OH BHITAHYII Tajiel] ¥ IIOCTaBUJI Ha HETO JIOXKKY.
— Omna Bce ellle ¢ HUMHU?

'Ia. { 3axmo4un ¢ Hel cuenky. Ecmu Ob OHa BeIMTpaia, s OBl OCTaBUII UX B IOKoe. [Tocie 605 g
OBLIT... BRIHYXK/IEH MIOMYUHUTHCS ei. BripaxkeHue nuia ['loHTepa MOTEMHENO0, KOTa OH BEIOEPHYT PYKY
U3-TI07 JIOXKKY, CXBATHUJI €€ B BO3[yXe U PE3KO yaapuy BedbMaKa II0 JIHUITY.

«KoHeuHo, Tak 0HO 1 OBI7I0. BOT 4TO MPOMCXOOUT, KOTHA BH 3aK/II04aeTe MoJoOHbIe COeIKH. Pa3Be Th
He Hayuusics? JIOKKOH OH OTOIBUHYJ TKaHb, 3aKPHIBAIOIIYI0 €r0 COOCTBEHHYIO METKY, JIeXKAIyio Ha
OIeIHOM KOXKe BembMaubero miaeda. — OHa BHUAeNa 9TO, He TaK JIN?

BempMak cTasl MOJIOYHO-0€JIBIM, €CJTH He CYMTATh KPACHOTO Kpyra TaM, Te ero yOapuid, U MeaIeHHO
KUBHYJI. ['TOHTEp Temso yIeOHYICS, BRIHUMAS JIOXKKY.

Xopomuit. HeHaBuKy npuxoguTh 6e3 mpenynpexaenus. OH ellle pa3 MOKPYTHII JIOXKKY B pyKe, eT0
ynbIOKa IpeBpaTuiach B YXMBIIKY. BegbMaK HEPBHO CTJIOTHYL.

‘A uto 5?' OH cpocur.



O'IlumM cHOBa HaAK/IOHUJI TOOBY. 'A BeI?' OH CKa3all.

«Tenepsd g cBoOomeH? f He MOTY BEPHYThLCS, U 5 TOIIEJ B KPEIIOCTh, KaK BBl IPOCUIN. JI0XKKa pe3Ko
IepecTaja BpallaThCs, Korga ['ToHTep cXBaTUII ee XKeJIe3HOU XBaTKOM.

— BaM He ymasoch BHEIIOJIHUTH KOHTPAKT. MTak, 1o 3aKoOHaM CTpPaHHI S BaM HAYEro He [OJIXKEeH.
BemgbMak OTKPHLI OBIIO POT, YTOOB! YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO JEMOH IPUKaJ K ero rydamM 4epeHoK JI0KKH,
yTOOBI OH 3aMoT4all. — Y 1m0 3aKOHy MOe¥ CTpaHH TH [IOIXKeH MHe Bce. Cenka 3aKkaodeHa. —
CKa3aJl OH, TIOHU3UB I'0JIOC Ha HECKOJILKO OKTaB [0 yXKacaloIlero ryja. [Ipexpae yeM BefbMaK yCIen
OoTpearupoBath, [TOHTep OOHOM PYKOM CXBATHJI €r0 3a IIel0, a OPYTOM BOTHaJI TYIIOX KOHEIl JIOKKH
IIPSIMO B ONMH U3 €ro YPOMJIUBHIX I'1a3. Pa3mancs XpycTAIKii XJIONOK, KOoTAa rina3Hoe s6710K0
JIOTIHYJIO, ¥ TIPUSTHBIM XPYCT, KOTAa OHO IIPOH3UJIO YePeIl, TPOH3UB IIPU 3TOM MO3r. Teno
MapUOHETKH 0OMSIKJIO B pyKe ['ToHTEpa, ¥ OH 3aKPHIJI I'1a3a, KOT{la MSATKO CBETSIIUICS CBET
OT[EHUJICS OT CBOETO MEPTBOT0 X035IMHA U MOTHSJICS B IIYMHYI0 TOCTUHULLY.

C rpox0TOM BHIHYB JTIOXKKY, ['ToHTep OBICTPO IoiMas yOerawuryo OyIry Ha KOHIe Yalld. 3aTteM, 6e3
KaKuX-Tu00 [IepeMOHUH WIK BOJTHEHUM, OH MMOMHEC MTOCYAY KO PTY U IIeJIMKOM ITPOTJIOTHI
CBeTsIIUMCS cBeT. Ha MrHOBeHMe OH HacJaguics BKYCOM 3TOT0 HANMTKA, HACTOIBKO PEOKUM, UYTO B
Hallli THU eMy YAaJIoCh COXKpaTh HOOPYIo AyIly, a BegbMaKu OB ropa3no 601ee BOCXUTUTETbHBIMHU,
yeM 00BIYHEIE JTIonU. [IpoBest MOKPHIM SI3BIKOM IT0 Ty0aM, OH B3[MOXHYJI, CHOBA BEPTS B PYKE
OKPOBABJIEHHYIO JIOKKY.

«Ecyu THI X04elb, YTOOBI YTO-TO OBITIO CHIE/IaHO IMPABUIILHO, TH IOIKEH caenaTh 3To cam». OH He
oOpalancs Hu K KOMy KOHKpeTHO. CIIPHITHYB CO CTOJIa, OH HETOPOIIJIMBO BHILIENT U3 TOCTHHHIIH,
HaleBas MeJIOOuI0, KOTOPYIO OOHAXKIHI CHIBIIIAMN OT geTel. HUKTO He B3TJISHYJ Ha OOBIYHOT'O Ha BH[I
MYXKYUHY, IPOXOAUBIIET0 MUMO. X O0JITOBHS U BBIMMBKA IIPOJOJIKAJIUCh HelrpepriBHO. He o6pamas
BHMMaHUS Ha OFHOTIIa3blil TPYII, JIeXKallliii Terepb MO CTOJIOM B YIIIy.

[IITopM yTUX, KaK TOJIBKO 3JI0YMBIIIIEHHUKY TIOKUHYIIM JOIMHY, HO 3TOT0 HEJIb3s ObIJI0O CKa3aTh O
mropMe BHyTpHu Jiu. OHa npefacTaBiisina co60i KOMOK B3BOJTHOBAHHBIX HEPBOB, HAaXOIAIIMNUCS Ha
T'PaHu IIPU MasielleM U3MEeHEeHUU aTMOC(EPH! WK 3ByKa. ITOMY He TIOMOTJIA BCe ellle 0YeHb
OTKpHITas paHa JlambepTa, KOTOPYIO HYKHO OBIJIO JIEYHTH, ¥ B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH CKa3aJl el YHTH,
KOTZla OHa CJIUIIIKOM MHOTO Pa3 OTrphI3anach Ha TPHCC, ITOKa OHA ITBITAIaCh €T0 UCIEJUTS.

OHa uyBcTBOBasa ce6si, KaK CTaKaH, [TOJTHbIM BOAbl. BuOpuUpyeT OT BUHEI ¥ THEBA, TOTOBAS
Pa3pYIUIUTHCS U BHIJIECHYTHCS U3-3a Majieiiero COObTHS. Bup 3usiiomme, 3/10Bellei Ha BU PaHbl Ha
ero 00Ky 3alledaTsIeliCs B ee MO3Ty. DTO BHTJIAAEN0 TakK, 0yaTo ['asTaH 4yTh He PACIOTPOIIMII
JlambGepTa CBOMM MEYOM, ¥ 3TO 3aCTABUIIO €€ KeJIyIOK CKaThCsS OT HeHAaBUCTH, KOT'7la OHa IIhITalach
BBIMIJIECHYThH CAEPKUBaAEeMYI0 9HePruio, OeclebHO aras 1o KpermocTu. dcKennb u BeceMup
IIPOBEPSLTH 0GOPOHY CTeHH, MeHHN(Sp TOYHO TaK 3Ke IpoBepsiiia Marn4yecKue 6aphephl, KOTOPHIE
OHa BO3[IBUTJIA BOKPYT 3TOT0 MecTa. [I03TOMy HEYOUBUTEILHO, YTO JJUIM OKa3anach HaeJuHe C
['epanbTOM B I'TaBHOM 3ajie, Kak TOJILKO ee HOTY IIPUBETIU ee Ty[a.

OH TIPUCIIOHUIICS K KaMUHY, B €T0 I'Ia3ax IMOSIBUIIOCH BeIpaxkeHune 0eCIoKONCTBa, KOTOPOe MOSBUIOCH
C TeX IOp, KaK OH yBUAeN Apyryio MeTKy ['asrana. [Tocne 6051 ¥ paCKpHITUS TOTO, KTO CTOSLI 3a
KOHTPAKTOM Ha Hee, ['epansT ncyes B Hempax Kasp MopxeHa u JOIroe BpeMs He MOSABIIAIICS Ha
moBepxHOCTU. OCTalbHble HaXOOU/IM TaKoe MOBefjeHNe CTPAHHBIM U pa3049apOBHIBAOIINM, XKejas
coOpaTh KaK MOXXHO 60bille nHGOPMAIMU 0 CBOEM CKPHITOM Bpare, HO JJIJIK CMOTpPeJia Ha 3TO UHaye.
Cyns 1o ToMy HEMHOTOMY, 4TO OH paccKa3sall el 0 IeMOHe, C KOTOPHIM OH paHee CTOJIKHYJICS, B
COYEeTaHUU C ero OTBpallleHUeM U He[JOBepUeM K Hell BHavasle, OHa I0YYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO 3TO ONlAaCHOE
CyILECTBO.



OHa IofIoIIIa K Ce0BIacoOMYy BeIbMaKy ¥ BMECTe C HUM IIOCMOTpeJla Ha KIy0sieecs maaMs. Mexay
HUMH BOILIAPUJIACh TUINKMHA, HO 9TO He OBIIO TO HEJIOBKOE ¥ HAIPSXKeHHOe MOI4aHue, KOTOpoe OHa
pasgensina ¢ ['epanbToM B MPOIIIOM. B 9TOM mapuiia Jyx TOBapHUINEeCTBa, KakK OyATo ux o0iiee 3HaHUe
TOTO, YTO I'PSAMET, 00beNUHSIIIO UX eTUHEIM (DPOHTOM.

— JlyMaellb, OH IPUJET Clofa? B KOHIe KOHLIOB OHA CIpOCUiia. ['epanbT He OTBEPHYJICA OT OTHS, €T0
JIUI0 OBITIO TIOKPHITO SIPKO-OPaHXKEeBHIMU M KPAaCHBIMM TaTyMPOBKaMH, Kak 0oeBasi pacKpacka.

'MoxeT 6bITh. OfHAKO OH IIPefNoYnTa, 4YToOs APYTHe [eJlalid ero IPA3HYI0 paboTy».
«[Ipennoyurarn?» OH clerka IOBEPHYJI IOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEI Ha Hee OJHUM SAHTapHEIM I'JIa30M.

' TlpepmounTaet . d HagesCs, YTO OH COJITall, KOTla CKa3aJl, YTO ero Hejb3st yOUTh, HO 5 MoJIaralo,
yTO 3TO OBlJIa HAaWBHAS HafleXk[a, KOTha 0Ka3aTeIbCTBA 9TOT0 OKa3auCh IPSIMO TePefo MHOU». PoT
Onnu BHITSAHYJICS B TOHKYIO TMHUIO. Heysi3BUMOCTD He Oblyla 0ORIYHOM YePTOM IeMOHOB; Ha CaMOM
Iiesne, HACKOIbKO OHA 3HaJla, OHa Obl/la eAMHCTBEHHOM, KTO 00J1aian 3TOM YHUKATIBHOM
CIIOCOOHOCTHIO0. BONBIIMHCTBO APYTUX EMOHOB MOT/IM OBITh paHEHHI, NCKaJeYeHHl U fake YOUTH,
IIOJIyYUB AOCTATOYHYIO TPaBMy. EQUHCTBEHHBIM UCKIIIOUEHNEM U3 9TOT0 NIpaBuJjia OBIIN BHICIIKE
IEMOHBEI, ¥ OHA 3HaJjla TOJIbKO OJHOI0 U3 HUX. TOT, KOTOPHEIX CO3Lall ee.

OHa cMOTperia B OTOHb, TTy00KO 3ayMaBIIUCh, ¥ ['epanbT, 6yOydu COIMAlbHEIM H3T0eM, He CTajl
TpeboBaTh OT Hee 0TBeTa. — MEI 3HaeM, UTO OH MpeciiefyeT MeHs, T09TOMY MHe Iopa UaTH. Temepb
mpoxof cBoOofeH. [ MeHs 3TO He [OIKHO ObITh IIPO0IIeMOi.

— Jlns Tebst 9TO He mpoOieMa, HO IJIsT KOTO-TO HaBepHsKa CTaHeT mpoOeMoii. ['epambT uCKOCa
IIOCMOTPEJ Ha Hee, MHOTO3HAYUTEILHO IIPUIONHSAB OpOBb. TOYHO 110 CHUTHAIY 3BYK HETBEPMLIX LIIar0B
9XOM Pa3Heccs 0 KaMEeHHOMY IIOJIy B UX CTOPOHY.

— 4 uckan te6s mosciony. Pasmancs ronoc JlamOGepTa, B KOTOPOM HOTKA OTYasTHUS OTTEHSJIA JOCamdy.

[ToBepHYBUIKCDH, IJUIN YBUEIA, KaK OH XPOMaeT K HUM, ero OpOBM HAaXMYPEHHI B CTPAAaIbueCKoM
BeIpaxkeHuu. 'UTo TH Aenaels? Tebe cnemyeT oTmoxHYTh. OHa OTpyrania.

— 4 3aKOHYMII OTOBIXATE. MepI/ITOJ'IbJI OOCTAaTOYHO M3[eBajlaCh HAO MHOH, U I XOTEN Y6eI[I/ITbC5{, 4To
THI HE OJeJIa€lllb HUYETO I'JIyIIoro.

O HaxMypunace. 'Kak 4to?'

— OTO Kak IjiaH IOKMHYTh Kasp MopxeH B oguHOYKY. OHa MPUCTAIbHO IOCMOTpESa Ha ['epanbTa.
OH oTBeTHI e 6€CCTPACTHREIM B3TJISIIOM.

— Tel 4TO, 4epT BO3bMHU? — PSIBKHYJ JlaM6GepT. DJu B3MOXHYIA ¥ Pa309apOBaHHO IOCMOTpeNIa Ha
cemoBacoro BembMaka. OH I0KaJl IJIeYaMHy.

«$1 GBI He X0TeJ1, YTOOBI OTIACHBIM IeMOH MMPUXOOUI B KPEIOCTh B MIOKMCKax MeHs. JIydIie s mepeMaHIio
ero Tyma, I7le OH CMOXKeT IPUYMHUTh MEeHbIIle HeTPUSITHOCTeH. BripaxeHnue nuila JlambepTta
IIOTEMHEJIO, IIPeKJie YeM OH CXBATHJI €€ 3a 3allsICThe ¥ Pe3KO MOTSHYII.

'Tlorimem co mHO#M. Ceiyac.' OHa MOMBITANIaCh MPOTECTOBATh, HO XBaTKa JlamOepTa Oblja TaKoM
CUJIBHOM, YTO OHA YYBCTBOBaJa, KaK OH OAPOXKUT Ha ee KoXkKe. BBIJI0 4TO-TO B 3TOM IIPOCTOM
IIPOSIBJIEHUY 3MOIIMM, YTO 3aCTABUIIO €€ IepKaTh POT Ha 3aMKe. OHa Opocuiia B3rjsy Ha ['epanbTa u
[I03BOJIMIa BeIbMaKy-MIaflIeMy yTalldTh ee. Ero I1il0 HU4ero He TOBOPUIIO, HO T/la3a BCe elle
BBITJISIIE/TM 3aTPABIEHHBIME ¥ 00€CIIOKOEHHBIMH.



JlamOGepT MoJT4a IMOTAIIUI €€ BBEPX Ha HECKOJIBKO JIECTHUYHHIX ITPOJIETOB II0 MApPIIPYTY, KOTOPOTO
OHa HUKOTZA paHblle He Buaesna. OHU MPOILIIU Yepe3 KOPUIOPH! U IMyCThle KOMHATHI, YIIyOIIssch B
KPEeIoCTh JlaJibllle, YeM OHa Korma-mubo 3axonuia. HakoHeIl OH OCTAaHOBUIICS B Y3KOM KOPHUOOpPE C
TYIIUKOM, 3aCTABJIEHHBIM ITBUTBHBEIME SIITMKAMU. BBITIO SICHO, YTO B 3Ty YaCTh KPEIOCTH HUKTO 0C000
He 3aX0MuJI, eCiu BooOIe 3axoqui. JlaMOepT MOBEPHYIICS K Hel ¥ BOIIEN IPSIMO B ee MTPOCTPAHCTBO,
TaK 4TO €y MPUIIIOCh OTCTYIUTh, YTOOBI OTUETIMBO ero BUOeTh. Ee 6eapa ymapunuch 06 OOuH U3
SIIKUKOB, JlTaMOepT COKpPATHII pacCTOSTHYE U BO3BHIIIAJICS HaL HEW, He TI03BOJIsAS el cOexkaTh 00paTHO
10 KOPHUIOPY.

«Kakoro yepTa TH fienaelns, I'ony6sie rma3a?» OH CIIPOCHII.

'Huuero.' OHa oTBeTHUIa MMCKOM. Ee B3TJISIi METHYJICS K €T0 CTOPOHEe, TPUKPHITON YePHOH
PyOalIKo.

'Bpen cuBoii KOOBUIHL. ['epanbT Tebs chan, TH cOOKUpacs CHOBa UCYE3HYTh.

Onnu B3gporHyna. OHa He X0Tella IPUYUHATL eMy 00J1b, HO B TO XK€ BpeMsi eli He HpaBUJI0Ch BULIETh,
KaK eMy IpU4uHAIoT 60/1b. ['HEB U CTpaX, KOTOPHIE OHa ITOYYBCTBOBaJia, HaOIIo#as, Kak ero KpoBb
BIIUTHIBAETCS BO BJIaXKHYIO IPA3b, 4yTh He CBeNU ee ¢ yMa. OHa He MOTJia CHOBa PUCKHYThH IIOTEPSITh
KOHTPOJIb. «Jly4ille, €CNTU S CTOJKHYCh C HUM B OMUHOUKY. & He X04y, YTOOHI KTO-TO U3 BaC yMep U3-
3a MeHs, 0co0eHHO...». OHa cHenana mnay3y, He B CUJIaX 3aKOHUUTH IIpefjioxkeHne. JlaMOepT cepauTo
IIOCMOTPeJI Ha Hee, YTOJIKH ero I'yObl cJleTKa CKPUBUIIKCE.

'Kak Ha cyeT MeHsA? ITOT yO/IIOOK 4yTh He BhITALUI Te0s oTTyma. OH Obl pa3opBan Te0s U OTHEC Ha
KYCKM 9TOMY IeMOHHUYEeCKOMY yOmonKy. Pa3Be TH HE IyMaelllb, YTO 5 HeHABUIEN BUAETDH ITOBCIOTY
TBOIO KPOBB, [yMasi, YTO S YyTh HE CTAJl IPUYUHOK...». OH IIpepBa ero Co CTPAHHBIM CHABIEHHBIM
3BYKOM, ¥ JJIJIA IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO Y Hee IepexXBaTHIIO AkixaHue. Ero rira3a 6nectenu 4eM-To
MOKPBIM B TYCKJIOM CBeTe. Ero poT GBbIJT OTKPHIT, OH CMOTPEJT HAa Hee CBepPXy BHU3 U TSXKEJIO [bIIIAI.

«K gepty Bce 3To, dnnu». CKasas OH, 3a/bIXasiCh, HAKJIOHUBIIKCE BIlepe[ U rpy6o cxBaTus ee. Ero
pOT OBUI TOPSYUM ¥ HEUCTOBHIM NPOTUB ee I'y0. ETo manblibl 3aphUIUCH B €€ BOJIOCH, CXBaTUIIU UX U
OTTSHYJIU ee T'OJIOBY Ha3ap, YTOObI OH MOT aTaKoBaTh ee IIel0. JJUIM T0YyBCTBOBasla IPUCTYI 6011,
KOI'7la ee 3aCTaBWIX [IPUHATH HEYHOOHYI0 103y. AMuK npukuMaeTcs K ee OefpaM, ee DyKU JiexkaT Ha
HeM, 4ToOBl 00ecrieyuTh eif HeKoe paBHOBecue. 3yOnl JlambGepTa BIUIKCH €1 B IIel0, ¥ OHa U3pana
IIOKMPOBaHHOE IIUIIEHNeE, er0 TOPSIINE S3bIK IPOBEJI II0 HEeW, OCTABUB €€ KOJIEHU CIa0bIMU.

Ero Teno 6110 MPUKATO K HEH, ¥ OHA YYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK KOJIOTUTCSI €T0 CEPJILle CKBO3b
XJI0m4aToOyMaxkHy pybamiky. ITa 1erkas poxKhb Bce ellle mpoberasa 1mo Hemy, 9X0 cTpaxa
0TpaxKaJioch B TOM, KaK OH I'py0o0 mepKa ee U Tep3ajl CBOMM PTOM. MUK, Ha KOTOPBIA OHA
OTIMpPAsach, IMIIyMHO ITOKAYHYJICS O CTeHY, KOT{la OH MOIBITAJICS IIONOUTH K Hel elle Onuxe. [Tpexmne
YeM OHa CMOTJIa BOCCTAaHOBHUTh PAaBHOBECHE, OH CXBATHII ee 3a Oefpa U IMOJHS Ha SIIHK,
PacCIIONOKUBIIKMCH MeXKAy ee Horamu. OH 3aCTOHAJ OT 60T TP 9TOM [IBUXKEHUHU, ¥ OHA
WHCTUHKTHUBHO ITOIBITAIaCh OTTOJIKHYTh €T0, YTOOBI B3TJISTHYTh Ha €ro paHy.

'OcTtopoxHubiii.' OHa cKa3ana. JlaMOepT 3aphidan ei B poT.

— He roBopuTe MHe OBITH OCTOPOXKHBIM. Ero pyKu Hayasiu pacCTeruBaTh ee OPIOKY, ¥ JJIM BAPYT
TIOHSIJIa, YTO e OOJIbIlle He X0YETCS C HUM CIopuTh. OHa II03BOJIMIIA €My BEIMECTUTD Ha cebe
CHOepXUBaeMbIN THEB, pa3oyapoBaHue U cTpax. OH He ObIT HEXKHBIM, HO ¥ OHa TOXke. Ee coOOCTBEHHBIN
yXac Ipu BUJe ero paHEeHOT0 U HaflBUTAIOIIascsl TeHb Oypy, HagBUTAIOLIENCS BOKPYT HUX,
IOJIoTpeBasu ee cTpacTh. OH TPAXHYJ ee, IIPUCIIOHUB K SIIUKY B 3a0POIIEHHOM YTy KPEIoCTH, 1
II0CJIE 3TOTO OHM TAK ¥ OCTAIMCh IPUKATEIMU OPYT K OPYTY; BOBIXas KX CMEIIaHHBIE apOMAaTHI.



Onu 3aKphyia TJIa3a ¥ HAKJIOHUIIACH K MTeuy JlamOepTa, TKaHb ero pyOalIku Tepjach 0 ee BCe elle
Teryio meky. OHa mpuxXkasack K HeMy, 0TYaCTH IIOTOMY, UTO BCe elrle GalaHCHpPOBAsia Ha SIIUKe, ee
Opioku Teneps ObIIM CKPYYEHHI 0 JIOABIKEK, HO TaKXKe ¥ II0OTOMY, UTO OHA YyBCTBOBasa cebs
TIITBIBYIIEH 110 TedeHuo. ByoTo eIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO yAepKUBAJIO ee Ha MeCTe, — 3TO TBepAas Macca
ero tena. OHa Morja 6Bl OCTaBaThCS B €T'0 O0BATUSX, U IIOCTKOUTATIbHOE CUSHUE IIPOCAUYNBaAIOCh
CKBO3b €€ KOCTH [0 KOHIIa BeUHOCTH.

'The 3ToO MecTo?' — CIIpocHuyia OHa B CTymope. JlaMOepT IpUABUHYIICS K HEH.

— OTO pPSAOOM C MOEH CTapo¥ KOMHATOM. XOTS Ceddac 3TO BCErO JIUIIb CKIafiCKoe roMenienre. OH
OTBETHJ JIEHUBO. JIUIO DJINIU MIPOCBETIIENIO OT BOJTHEHUS.

'Tlokaxwute MHe. [Toxany#icra.' OHa yMmonsina. OH TUXO B3MOXHYI, eiBa 1 He 00JIbIlle, Y4eM B3[0X.

«$1l HUKOTla He CMOT'y 0TKa3aTh Tebe, ['omyOrie r1a3a». CKa3as OH, HEOXOTHO OTIycKas ee. CIIPHITHYB
C SIlI[MKa, OHA HEeYKJII0XKe BHIIPSIMUTIACh U HaTIHyJa KoxkaHble OpIoKH. JJaMOepT TOMHO YXMBUIBHYJICS,
T4 Ha Hee, a 3aTeM NIPOTSHYJI el PYyKy, KOIrfla OHa 3aKoHuuna. OH [I0BeJl ee HEMHOI0 Ha3af I1o0
KOPHUAOpPY, 00X0As1 MHOXKECTBO AIMKKOB. OCTaHOBUBIIKCH PSIAOM C OOJIBIION CTOIKOM Belllel, OH
OTIIyCTUJI €€ U JIETKO COBUHYJI UX B CTOPOHY.

Korpa stimuku OBLIM CHSITHI, OHA TeIleph MOTJIa BUIETh ABEPh B cTeHe. OH OBINT UIeHTUYEH COTHSIM
OPYTHX, KOTOPHIE OHa BUEJa B KPEIIOCTH, 0COOEHHO B OOIIEKUTUH, HO OBIJIO B 9TOM YTO-TO
WHTPHUTYIOIIEee. 3a 9TOW CKPOMHOM ABepbhi0 U3 ay0a U Kejle3a CKPHIBAJIOCh MECTO, T'Tie BHIPOC IOHBIN
JlambepT. YopoiieHHOe BOJIHEHHEe 0T HAOIIOOeHNs 3a IMYHEIM ITPOCTPAHCTBOM CBOETO
BO3J100J7IEHHOTO BHI3BAJIO V¥ HEE TOJIOBOKPYKeHHe, X 0OHa mobexkalia Ha MecTe, KOTHa OH IIOTHSI
OpoBb, TTISIOS Ha Hee.

«TaM HeT HU4ero BO3MYTUTEILHOT0. TONBKO NBUTh U CTaphle BOCIOMUHAHUSA. TH yBepeH, 4TO X0Uelllb
YBULETDH?

B oTBeT OHa SIPOCTHO MOTHYJIa I'0JI0OBOM, Ha ee JIKlle 3acCThlya yabi0Ka. JlTaMOepT yiIbIOHYIICS ee
IEeTCKOM peakIny, 3aTeM MeMJIEHHO HAaKJIOHUJICS BIiepef, YTOOH OTKPHITH ABepb. OHA TPOMKO
CKPUIIHYJIa, PacllaXHYBIINCh, U B KOMHATe BHYTPH OBIJIO COBEPIIEHHO TEMHO. CIIEPTHIN BO3AYX
BHYTpHU 00pPYIIMBAJICS Ha HUX CTEHOH; IBUTh U THUIb NIpeobagany B 3alaxaX, HO OHa BCe XKe MOTJia
Pa3IUYUTh IO HUMHU CJIa0BIl Cllef IPSHOCTeN. IX0 TOT0, KOMY IIpUHAaJieXkasna 3Ta KOMHaTa.
Jlam0OepT Bolllen u 3axer Opa Ha OJHOM CTEeHe, OTKPHEIBasl MaJleHbKYIO CIIaJIbHIO BO BCEW ee MUPCKOM
Kpace.

YV manmbHEW CTEHH CTOsJIa OMHOCIAbHAS KPOBATh, BCE eIIle 3allpaBiieHHas!, HO B KOTOPOH HE CIaju
yXKe MHOTO fgecstunetuii. CeBa — psif MMOJIOK BEICOTOM 110 TPY/b, 3aCTABIEHHBIX 0€CITOPSIAOYHBIM
fecrnopsgKoOM KHUT, OYTHUIOYEK C 3eJIbsIMU U YETr0-TO II0X0XKero Ha pa3obpaHHbie 60MOLl. Ha mpyrom
He ObUIO HMKaKoM Mebenu, HO U3 KaMEeHHOM KJIagKy Topdaja TPeBOXKHas, Kak BaJlyH, cepasi rojioBa C
YPOITUBEIMU TOPYALTUME 3y0aMM ¥ T'a3aMU-0yCHHKAaMHU, 3aCTHIBITMME B TPOTECKHOM BEIPAXKEHUH.

SNy UHCTUHKTUBHO B3APOTHYNA, U JlambepT ycmexuyncs. 'He BomHyiicsi. OHO JaBHO yMePIO.

[TocMOTpeB Ha HETO ellle pa3, OHa 3aMeTuIa, YTO T'0JI0Ba OKPyKeHa KyCKOM fepeBa. ITO OB
Tpodeit. 'UTo 3TO TaKOe?' — CIIPOCHUJIA OHA, TOAXOMNS ¥ IIPUKOCHYBIIKUCH K IPy00¥ KOXKe CyIIecTBa.

«3T0 OBIT KAMEHHBIHM TPOJUIb». — OTBETHII JIaMbGepT, TIEHUBO JIUCTAs B3STYIO B PYKU KHUTY. «ITO
ObLJI0 MOe IepBoe yOuiicTBO». OH MOJHSN I'la3a, KOTroa OHa IIOMOPIINUIIACh, U 3aXJIONHYJI KHUTY B
onmHOM pykKe. — He cMOoTpy Ha MeHS Tak. MeHs 3TOMYy YYUIId, KPOME TOT0, OHH MOTYT OBITH MEP3KUMHU
IIJII0XaMHU, KOrfa 3aX0TAT. TOJIBKO He ToBOpH 3TOro ['epansry.



OH noI0XKuUI KHUTY 06paTHO U IIoOOoIIeNI K Hel, CKPECTUB PYKU Ha I'PYAU U T'JIsAO8 Ha T'OJIOBY
MEPTBOI'0 TPOJIIIA.

— Bur1 ObI MOCaguIX MO0 TOIOBY BOT TaK? OHa CIIpOCHIIA.

OH mpucTaabHO TOCMOTPEN Ha Hee. — KOHeYHO, HeT, YTO Thl BO3bMelllb... — OH OCTaHOBUJICS, YBUOEB
YXMBIUIKY Ha ee Juie. — Thl TpaXaellbcs CO MHOU?

Ee yneiOKa cTana mupe. «Jla, g Bpoge Kak».
B ero rnasax CBepKHYJIO 4TO-TO TEMHO€, ¥ OH HaMepeHHO pa3Bes PyKu. — [lymaels, Thl CMEIIHOK ?

Onnu MoYyBCTBOBAJA, KAk IIPU BHOE €T0 XUIITHOTO BRIPAXKEHUS JIUIa ee IPOH3UIT IPUJIUB
agpeHalnHa, ¥ OHA Hayasla MATUThCS Ha3afl, Ha ee JIKIle Bce ellle Oblna mupokas ynbioka. — [a,
3HAIo.

'XMm." — mpomnien JlamGepT npsiMo Tiepen TeM, Kak 6pocuTthcsd Ha Hee. OHa BCKPUKHYJTIA OT
BO3MYILEHHUS, KOT{Ia OH CXBATHUJI €€ U JIETKO IIEPEKUHY Yepe3 1miedo. HecMoTps Ha ero Cuily, OHa
3aMeTHJIa, YTO OH CJIeTKa OIYCTHUJICS, TaK KaK paHa IpPUYMHSAIA eMy AuckoMmdopT. He xkenas cHOBa
€ro BOp4YaTh, HO 0CO3HaBas ero 60Jb, UM MOCIYIIHO CTOSJIa HETIOABUKHO, ITI0Ka OH IIEPEHOCHII €€
Ha KpoBaTb. OH OPOCHII ee Ha HETO0, ¥ BOKPYT Hee KITyOuI0Ch 00J1aKO0 IIBIIH.

‘HenicTBuTenbHO? [IpAMO 30€Ch, Ha CBOMX IPSA3HBIX IIPOCTHIHAX, ITepen 3TuM mapHeM? OHa
3aCKynuiia, 00BUHUTENIBHO IIeJIKHYB IaiblieM B CTOPOHY TPOJIISI, KOTOPHIM Telephb IPUCTAIbHO
CMOTpeJ Ha HUX CO CBOET0 MeCTa Ha CTeHe.

— 3aTkHHUCh, feMoH. OH 3aphIyar, MpeHeOpeKUTeIbHO MaXHYB PYKOM B BO3[IyXe, UTOOHI IIOTACUTh
IIOJICBEYHUK, KOTOPHIM OH 3aXKerT C MOMOIIbI0 Maruu. OHa TPOMKO paccMesiyiach, KOTla OH T10J13aJ 110
HeM, ¥ JOBOJILHO CKOPO COBCEM 3a0biia O MBIIbHOM KPOBATH U COMBAIOIIEH C TOJIKY MyOIuKe.

JlaMOepT Kpemko craj psAgoM ¢ Held. Ero rioy0okoe, pUTMUYHOE AbIXaHue ObI0 eIUHCTBEHHBIM
3BYKOM B UX THXOM YyTOJIKE KPEIOCTH. JJIIU MPUKaIach K HeMy Ha MaJIeHbKOM KPOBATH, Ceja y
CTEHBI, ee TIajblIbl IEHUBO IIPOYECHIBAIM €T0 BOJIOCH. [Tocie OypHOil Heflenu Bce OBLIIO OYeHb MUPHO,
¥ OHa [T03BOJIMJIa CBOEMY Pa3yMy OIYCTETh, CEB PSIOM CO CBOUM BeIbMaKOM.

B crapoit komHaTe JlamOepTa He OBUIO OKHA, I03TOMY OHa IOHSATUS He UMeJla, Kak [0JIr0 OHU 3[eCh
IpoOBITM ¥ KakKoe ceivac BpeMst gus. OHU ObITM Tak riay0oko B Hegpax Kasp MopxeHa, 4To
OCTaJIbHHIX OHA HE MOTJIAa PAa3/IMYUTh HU 110 3allaxy, HY 10 3BYKY. []edCTBUTENIEHO Ka3alI0Ch, YTO 3TO
OBLTH TOJTBKO OHM, ITOJBELIIEHHEIE BO BPEMEHHU U ITPOCTPAHCTBE, U30/IMPOBAHHEIE OT OCTAILHOTO MUpA.

Jlam0epT cierka IOIIeBeNIUIICS BO CHe U (PHIPKHYJ, TIOBEPHYBIINCE. JJIJIM IIOCMOTpPETIa Ha ero JIUIO B
TEMHOTe U yBHOeJa, KaK OH HamyJics, a 3aTeM oOHST ee 3a Tanuio. 'XM.' OH 3aCTOHAJ, ero pyka
CxKajacb BOKDYT Hee. 'Markui.'

Ona THX0 paccMesnach. «HaxambHBIN».

Ero poT mepHyJcs B IpuU3pavyHoil yiIpI0Ke, U OH CHOBA Ipo6opMoTast Bo CHe. — OCTaHbCS CO MHOH,
Onnmu. Hukorga He yXonu.

BHyTpH Hee mosiBUIach TpeuuHa 00711, KOTrga oHa MOCMOTpeJia Ha ero pacciabieHHoe BO CHE JIUIIO.
BHe3amHo MOKOM MOMEHTa MCYe3, ¥ OHa ITOYYBCTBOBAJIa HEITPEOJOIMMOE YYBCTBO MTAaHUKH U BUHHL.
[TaHMKa 110 ITOBOMY HAOBUTAOIIENCS OMTACHOCTH, MPUONMMKAIOIIEHCs K HUM, ¥ YYBCTBO BUHEI 3@ TO
BpeMs, KOTOPOEe OHa IIPOBeJia BOau OT CBOET0 MUPA, ¥ 3a TO, KaK MaJio OHa AyMaJsia O CBOUX APY3bsX



u ToBapumiax. OHa, KOHEYHO, He cKa3asa Obl, 4To Obl/la Tak ke 0JIM3Ka CO CBOMMHU TOBapHUIIlaMU-
IPUBPATHUKAMH, KaK BeJbMaKM, OHA He [iyMalla 0 HUX Kak 0 6paThsax u cectpax. OmHAKO OHA BCe ele
3a00THIaCh 0 HUX ¥ MCYe3Jia, He CKa3aB HU CjoBa. Kakoi nmumep 9To choestan?

Eit HyHO OBUIO TIOABIIATH BO3MYXOM. B rojioBe y Hee KPYKUJIOCh, U €if He XOTeJI0Ch OECTIOKOUTD
JlamGepTa CBOMM BHYTPEHHUM KPU3UCOM. [IyCTh OH MOMeYTaeT ellle HEMHOTO, YAJIMHUT BpeMs, B
TeUueHue KOTOPOTO el MPUETCSI OTKJIOHUTD eT0 IPOCh0y ocTaThCsl. TpelirHa pacCIIupuiach, MOCkIas
elle OfiHy Tops4yio 607k B ee rpynb. OHa MoJT4a IIpoIijia Yyepe3 KOMHATY, HaTATUBas IIPU 3TOM
OIeX[Y, ¥ BEICKOJIb3HYJIa B IBEPh, 3aKPHIB €€ C TUXUM IIETYKOM 3a COOO0M.

BricTpo ufs, OHa BepHYIACh II0 UX CefaM, JIUIIh ABaXK Okl 3a0ayauBInuck no nytu. OHa He Oerara,
KaK PaHbIIE, 3TO Ka3ajoch 60ee MeToqudHbIM. OHM TOBOPHUIIM O TOM, YTO OHA MMPUCOSIUHUTCS K
HeMy Ha IIyTH, HO OH HUKOT[a IIPSIMO He IIPOCHII ee OCTaThCS C HUM B 9TOM Mupe. Bcerma
CYIIECTBOBAJIO HETJIaCHOe IIPU3HAHKE TOTO, YTO 9TO BPEMEHHOe SIBIeHHe, KaKUM Obl 00J1e3HEHHBIM
OHO HU OBLI0 st HUX 00ouX. [IOCTUTHYB TJIaBHOTO 3ajla, OHA IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO ['epanbT u JCKelb
ovu psimoM. He Xkenast Goriblile HEJIOBKUX BCTPeY, OHA THUXO BHICKOJIb3HYJIa ¥ B HECKOJIBKO IIPHIZKKOB
nepesessia Yyepe3 BOCTOYHYIO CTEHY.

3a MoCIemHIOw HEETIo JIec CTal s Hee 60jlee 3HAKOMBIM, U, IIPOTYIMBAsCh MEXKMOY [AePEeBbSIMU, OHA
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, KAk B TOJI0OBE MPOsICHUIIOCh. COMBaroias C TONKY AbIMKa, KOTOpyto JlamGepT
HAKWHYJ Ha HETo, pa3Besijiach Ha X0JI0OHOM BeTPy. Bes monuHa 6amaHCHpoOBaja Ha TPAaHU MeXMOY
3UMO¥M ¥ BeCHOM. 2Kryunit X0J10[l CMEIIIMBAJICS CO CBEXKMM 3aIllaXOM MOJIOJBIX PACTEeHHH. DTO MOCIAI0
3JIeKTPUYECTBO II0 ee BeHaM, U OHa TTTy0OKO B3[MOXHYJA, OTXOOS OT KPEIIOCTH.

OHa HUKYyIa KOHKPETHO He HaIlpaBJsiiack, HO Yepe3 HeKOTOPOe BpeMsi 0UyTHUIIach TJTyO0KO B JIeCy, B
IonuHe, psfgoM ¢ OYpHOM peKow, KoTopas MUTanach U TekKia u3 o3epa. OCTaHOBUBIIKUCH, OHA
npuciyianack. Illym Bogsl yclioKauBal ee, 3arnyias ee Oeryirue Mbiciau. OHa T71y00K0 B3NOXHYA,
BIbIXas 3amax 3eMJId, Pe3KUU 3alax COCHOBHIX UTOJIOK, CIIEIObl 3Bepell 1 MOHCTPOB, KOTOPHIE
Ha3bIBaJIU OOJIMHY CBOUM HOMOM. [IpoOupasick CKBO3b 3apOCIH K peKe, 0Ha 00HapyxKuia 00JbIIon
BaJIyH, TOPYAIIKUN U3 CEePO-CTaIbHOM BoOwl. [TeHa cobupasnack BOKPYT CKaJlbl, peKa IeHUIach U
pblyana, Kak QUKUU 3BEPb.

Onnu cupesa Ha BalyHe, Tsas Ha Oyprsinyio Bogy. OHa BioOUIach B 9TOT CTPAHHBIN U
VHTPUTYIOLIUAN MUD U €T0 JIIofeX. ITO Ka3aloCh HAaCTOJIBKO AaIeKUM OT COBPEMEHHOT0 MUPa,
KOTOPHIM OHa 3Haja, HOPMaJIbHOCTh MOHCTPOB OJHOBPEMEHHO ObllIa OCBeXKaloIlel ¥ CTpaHHoM. Ee
B3TJIA[ yIlaj] Ha 3alsiCThe, IOKOUBIIEeCs Ha KOJeHAX. [lepeBepHyB ero, OHa 0CMOTpeia BEIKXKEHHOe
Ha ee KOoxe KjeiMo. ['opa3no mosbllle, 4eM OHa MOTJIa BCIIOMHUTD, 3TOT 3HAK ONPEdessi ee, OTINYall
OT Opyrux. B KaKOM-TO CMBIC/IE 3TO OBIJIO ITOX0Ke Ha BeIbMAKOB C UX KOIIIAaYbUMH I'JIa3aMu. BHITh
IPUBPAaTHUKOM — 3TO BCe, YTO OHA 3HaJjla, JEMOHHI, C KOTOPHIMHU €l yaJ0Ch HaJlaAUuTh OTHOIIEHHUS CO
CBOEY eIMHCTBEHHOM KOMITaHKEeH, Morya OBl OHa 0TKa3aThCs OT Bcero 3Toro. OHa cupesna B IIy00KoM
3aJyMYMBOCTH, OKPYKEeHHasl CTpPeMUTENIbHOM peKoii. Ee pa3yMm MedeTcss Mexkny 00s13aHHOCTSIMU U
cepaueM. OHa Moriia OB OCTABaThCsI TaM HECKOIBKO IHEH, ecu OBl He HEOXKUIaHHOe IPUOLITHE.

HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO B 9TO BpeMsi T'ojia BCe ellle OBIII0 TOBOJBHO 0KUBJIEHHO, JJIIM YyBCTBOBAJIa cebst
6onee ueM KOM(OPTHO B B3ATOX HaIpoKaT pyballike, 3aKaTaHHOU 1o JIOKTS. MiTak, OHa 3Hasa, YTO He
XOJIOJ 3aCTaBUJI ee KOXKY IOKaJIkIBaTh, KaK OYATO 10 Hel mpobekall XOIOMHbIH Mael], U He BETeP
3aCTaBUJI TOHKKME TOHKKE BOJIOCKH Ha ee PyKe BCTaTh AbI0OM. Ee Kenymok CKPYTHIIO OT BHE3aMTHON
TOIIHOTHI, KOTMIa 3HAKOMOe OIIyIlleHe B OOHO MTHOBEHME ITPOIITIO Yepe3 ee Tejlo. Ee 4yBCTBa Teleph
OBLTH B COCTOSTHUM TTOBBIIIIEHHOM TOTOBHOCTH, KOTIa OHAa 3aMepJia, IEMOH, KOTOPOTo 00HapyXKuja ee
CUCTEMa PAaHHEro IpenyIpexneHus, MpubIuXKancsa K Hel c3adu.

— T5I 3HaeIb, CKOIBKO XJIOMOT Thl MHE JOCTaBUJ? BecbMa BIedaTsaolle A1 MOTyKPOBKU. CUITbHBIN



3al1aX CEPEI Yoapuil ell B HOC, ¥ OHa IMIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €€ ITO3BOHOYHUK BBIIIPAMMUIICA OT FpY601"O,
HO HEMHOT'O JIMPUYECKOT' 0 T'0JI0CAa.

— Haxkose1 pemmun nmokasaTth cBoe nuio? OHa oTBeTua. YyTh OJIMXKe IM03aAK HEe MOCTbIIANCs
TUXUYN CMEIIOK.

«$1 0OBIYHO He CJIMIIKOM YBJIEKAICh CBOMM OM3HECOM, HO MHOTA 9TO HeoOxomumo. OcobeHHO, KOoTaa
9TH JIIOOU HAaCTOJIbKO HEKOMIIETEHTHEL. MeIIeHHO JJI/IM MMOBEPHYJIACh U TOCMOTpPesa Yepes Maedyo Ha
OecTeJIeCcHBIHN ToJIoC.

Ha Gepery peku CTOSITT CPeIHECTaTUCTHYECKUN MyKYKMHA C KOPOTKO OCTPUXKEHHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH,
IIUPOKUM PTOM, OKPYKEHHBIM IIIETHHOM, 1 KPIOUKOBATHIM HOCOM. Ha HeM Oblyta IpocTast KOpuYHeBas
TYHMKAQ, TI0X0Kas Ha TYHUKY MHOTHUX 0ATPaKOB U XKUTeJIel lepeBHH, KOTOPHIX OHa BUfeJla BO BpeMs
CBOMX IyTeliecTBui ¢ JlamGepToM. Ha caMoMm [iernie, C €70 CKpOMHBIM JIUI[OM U IePEBEHCKOM 0fleKI01
ero Ob1710 ObI TPYOHO BBRIIENMUTD U3 TOJIH. EMMHCTBEHHOM €T0 YacCThio, KOTOpast TpeboBala KaKoro-
00 BHUMaHUs, ObIIM ero ria3a; PacmonoxkeHHbIe O TEMHBIMY OPOBSIMM, OHU U3Ty4aId YM U
XUTPOCTD, C KOTOPBIMHU He CJIeyeT CUUTAThCSI. TPyaHO OBIIO CKa3aTh, UTO 3TO 3a IEMOH, HO, Cy[s 110
€ro HhIHEeITHe} BHEITHOCTH, MXWHH Ka3aJcs HauOosiee OJIM3KUM BapUAHTOM.

Onnu pa3BepHyJia HOTH TaK, YTOOH 0Ka3aThCs MUIIOM K IeMoHY. OH mo0poxKeaTeIbHO YIBIOHYICS
eit, 6e300KMIHO CIIOKUB PYKM nepef co6oi. OHa He moBepsisia STOMY HU Ha JIONM.

— Brl I'orTep O'IumM? Ero mupokuii poT paclIupuiics.

«Aaa, g BUXKY, Mojiofo¥ I'epanbT roBopuil 060 MHe. [IpuSTHO 0CO3HABATh, YTO ST OCTABUII TAKOE...
Brevatiienre. OH cean HeCKOIbKO IIIaroB BIIepe[ U 0Ka3asics IPsIMO y oOpkiBa Gepera, TS BHU3
Ha IPEMSINYI0, HaOyXIIyi0 OT JOXK/IsS PEKY.

— HTak, 4ero TH X04ellh? — cKalajla JJIIM, ee IJ1a3a CYy3UIUCh, KOra OHa OCTOPOXKHO Ha0mogana
3a HUM. ['TOHTEep Me[JIeHHO ITIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEJ Ha Hee, 3aTeM yIbIOKa HCcUe3a,
BhIPAzKEHUE ero JIMIla TOTEMHEII0 U MIPUHSIIO HeYTO ropa3no 60yee omacHoe.

«Tak TpymHO gyMaTh 00 3TOM pakeTe». OH OTpHI3HYJICSA. 3aTEM BHE3aIllHO I'POXOT IIPEKPaTHIICS.
OrnymuTenbHas TUIIMHA HAIIOJIHUTIA JIEC, U DJITA C TPEBOTOM OTJIsifeNnach, yoexkneHHas, YTO OH
TEJIETTOPTUPOBAN UX Kyaa-To. Ho To, 4To oHa yBupena, 61710 ropa3fo 60ee TPEBOKHBIM.

Peka Bce elle Obla 3[I€Ch, BMECTE C IePEBhSIMU U BATyHOM, KOTOPHIM OHA BhIOpasa B KaYeCTBe
cBoero mecrta. OmHAKO TaM, Tle KOT{Ia-TO ee OKPYXKaJlid SPOCTHO OVIIYIOIIKe BOJIHE U IEHSIITHeCs
TeYeHUs, Telleph apuia JUIlb TUIIMHA. PeKa, 3acThIBIIAS B CepeiHe TeUeHHUs, ee BOOHI I[BeTa
JKeje3a 3aCThUIM B CepeuHe CBOETo IyTH BHU3 110 JoNuHe. JINCThs ToxKe ObUIM HEMOIBUKHEL. BeTep,
KOTOPHIN IIIeJIECTENl U COTPSICAll UX HECKOJIbKO CEeKYHA Ha3afl, Telnephb yTux. TaM HU4Yero He OBIJIO.
Tonpko TuMMHA U ['TOHTED, Terepb CHOBa OTBPATUTEIILHO YIILIOAIOINICS eH.

— Tam ropasgo nyutre. OH IPOTSIHYJI CJIOBa, U JJIJIX B3OPOTHYJIA, 0CO3HAB, YTO OH OBIJT IPUYKUHOM.
XoogHBEIN KaMeHb CTpaXa IMOCEJTUIICS Y Hee B KUBOTE, ¥ OHa CYXO CTJIOTHYJA, KOTHa CTal0 0YEBUIHO,
YTO OH ORI rOpPa3no OOJBIIKM, YeM OHA ITePBOHAYAILHO IpeAmnosarana. Hu omuH oOBIYHBIN OKUHH
He MOT OCTaHOBUTHL BpeMs. Ha camom fmese, ObIJT TOIBKO OOUH THIT JEMOHOB, 00IafaloIIUi TaKUM
YPOBHEM CHJIHL.

Vxmeinka ['loHTepa CTala OTBPATUTENIBHOM, €T0 TJla3a CBeTUIUCEH ITyOOKUM YIOOBJIETBOPEHUEM, KaK
OynTo OH 3HaJ, 0 YeM oHa gyMmaeT. OH CJIOXKUJI IaJbIbl BMECTE, TIOQHSIT UX U TIOJIOXKUI Ha HUX
mo0OPOMIOK, TIISIAS Ha Hee CO 3JI00HBIM JTUKOBAaHMEM. — A Temepb, MOs JOporasi, JaBai 3aKII0YuM
CHENKY.
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