(Mecs 1, mens 1)

[IepBoe, yTo moYyBCcTBOBaN ben, - Temsno Ha nune. OLeneHeBlIne r1a3a besia MefnesHo
OTKPBIJIACH, U TIepef] HUM IIpefcTao roayboe HeOo ¢ OembiMu o6makaMu. [I0CTOSIB HEMHOTO U
0CO3HaB, 4T0 HE0O He YepHOe U He KpacHoe, allbOMHOC MEJIEHHO CEeJl ¥ TOCMOTPEN BHU3, YTOOH
YBHUIETh, YTO KOTOTE OOJIbIIIe HE BIIMBAETCS €MY B JKHBOT.

— 3HauwuT, g elre KuB... —, TpodbopMoTan besn, ornsasBas CBOIO OOEXKY U 3aMedast, YTO Ha HEM BCe
elre eCTh KOMIJIEKT 0XOTHHUKA. OH MOJHSII IPaByIo PYKY, U, K eTr0 YBePeHHOCTH, ero BepHbI Pakyiio
BCe elie ObUI B ero pyke. ETo ry6bl JepHYIUCH BBEPX, HO 3aT€M CHOBA CTaju 6eccTpaCcTHEIMU. U TyT
OXOTHHK ITOHSIJI, YTO BMECTO TOT'0, YTOOBI CHMIETh B ITOJIe IIBETOB, OH CUIOUT Ha II0JI€ TPABHI.

— I'me 1? —, Bent BCTanm U 0CMOTpe OKpyXKatolee MpocTpaHcTBO. OH HaXOOUJICS B JIeCy C
OTPOMHBIMHU [E€PEBbSIMH, HACKOJILKO XBaTaso ria3. besn cobuparsncs moBepHYThCS, HO TYT ero Hora Ha
YTO-TO HaTKHYyJach. OH IIOCMOTpEJI BHU3 ¥ YBUET, YTO 3TO KOXKAHHKIN PIOK3aK, COOEPKUMOe
KOTOPOT0 OBIJIO pacCHIIaHO 10 TpaBe. ANbOKMHOCA BAPYT 0XBATUIIO CUJILHOE YYBCTBO HEeXKaBIO.

— Heyxenu s 3gech yxke ObI?

Tyt Bemnn ycnblmarn Imopox B KycTaxX ¥ cpa3y HaCTOPOXKUIICA. MHCTUHKTE cpaboTasy, 1 ero 0XBaTUIo
3HAKOMOe 4yBCTBO. Takoe 4yBCTBO OH MCILITHIBAJI KaXKIEIM pa3, KOTHa B €r0 MUP BTOPTrajucCh
YyKaKHU.

Ha Hero oxoTuiucs.

[ITopox mpeBpaTUIICS B PLICHU LIATH, KOTOPLIe TPUOJIHUKAIUCL K HEMY, U benn cpearupoBan. OXOTHUK
Pas3BepHYJICS, 3a MUJIJTUCEKYHAY BHIXBATUII HOXK M3 PAKyHo U C pa3Maxy yaapuia UM o00ux,
o0e3raBuB BojIKa. He ycmesna royioBa uiu gaxe Tejao MOruOuIIero BOJIKa ymacTh Ha 3eMJII0, Kak bern
yKe COKpaTHUJ PacCTOSTHUE MeXIy HUM U BTOPOM IIaBKO# U C pa3Maxy HaHeC el BePTUKaJIbHLIH yap,
pas3fenuB BOJIKA IIOMOJIaM OT TOJIOBEL 0 XBOCTA. JTO OBIT YUCTHIM CPe3, IPSIMO NTOCEPENNHE, U
CHMMEeTpPHUYHbIe YaCTH BOJIKA yIIalu B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. OXOTHUK IIPUIIOOHS OPOBb.

'CtpanHoO... [ToueMy oHU ObIM Tak cinabbr?’

Ecnu eMy He U3MEHSIET TIaMSITh, [JIs1 TOTO YTOOH YTOXKUTDH BOJIKA, TPEOOBATIOCH HECKOJIBKO YIApOB.
[ToueMy Ke 3TH OBOE ITaJIU C OOHOTO yoapa?

Besnn pemm mpoBepuTh Koe-4To ¥ onycTusl Pakyio Ha 3eMmi0. TpeTuil u mociegHuil BOJIK OPOCUIICS
Ha Bena, TOT 0TBeTUI yoapoM, OTIIPaBUB BOJIKA B IOJIET K fepeBy. [Ipu CONPUKOCHOBEHUU C
IepeBOM pa3majcs TPOMKHUH TPECK, U BOJIK IIEePEJIOMHUTT TI0O3BOHOYHUK.

benn He mor yoepXKaTbCd OT TOTO, yTOOBI He TIOTJIa3eTh Ha 9T0. HacCKoIbKO ke cabbl 9TH BOJIKH!

OH ycrbllian XHbIKaHbe BoJIKa. [I0HSB, YTO BOJIK ellle XKUB, bell momHsI CBOU pakyuo, MOOoIIes K
BOJIKY ¥ BOH3WJI KJIMHOK B €r0 4Yepell, IPEeKPaTUB ero MyUeHHUsI.

3aTeM OH PEIII COCPEeIOTOUUTHCSI Ha CAMOM BaXKHOM 3ajaye: BBISICHUTh, T, YePT BO3bBMHU, OH
HaxomuTcsi. OH PeIms, YTO IYYIIUi CITocOo0 OTBETUTDH HA 3TOT BOIPOC - IOPHITHCS B KOKAHOM
PIOK3aKe, KOTOPHIH JTexaJ B mape ¢GyToB OT HEro. Best mogomesn K K0XKaHOMY PIOK3aKy U IIPUCE]T,
yTOOBR OCMOTPETH BHICHITIABIIEECS cogepxkuMoe. Cys 0 BceMy, TaM ObITA KaKWe-TO HEHBIH,
MHOKECTBO KHUT ¥ OPyTHe IpenMeTH. Ero BHUMaHNe IPUBIIEKIH TPU IPeaMeTa.



HepBaﬂ KapTWHA IIPpeacTaBiIdila cobou I/I306pa}KeHI/Ie TMOXKUIIOTO AXEeHT/IbMeHa. Ha nuie CTapHUKa
Cusiia YJ'IBI6Ka, OH OBITT OfIET B 6eJ'IYI-O pYGaI.T.IKy C CUHUM KOMOHUHE30HOM. EMy IIOKa34JIOCh, YTO OH
Y3HaJll 3TOr0 YeJI0BE€Ka, HO OH HE CMOT OBl OOBSICHUTD, InmoyeMy, gaxe eciu OBI KTO-TO IIPHUCTABUII K €TI0
T'OJIOBE IIKUCTOJIET.

Bropas kHura Oblla MaCCUBHOM U II0 pa3Mepy IIPEBOCXOMNIIA BCe OCTabHEIe. Best B35y ee B PYKH U
IIOCMOTpeJT Ha 00710KKYy. OTO Obllla 04eHb 3aTenIuBast 007102KKa, Ha KOTOPOM XXKUPHHIM HIpudTOM
ObLI0 HamucaHo ciaoBo "AproHaBT". [0 HEMOHSATHOW NIPUYKNHE Ha3BaHKe BEI3Baso y benma
HOCTaNbruyeckue 9yBcTBa. OH OTKPHUT 06JI0KKY ¥ YBUAE HAAIUCh Ha 00PaTHON CTOPOHE OOJIOKKH.

Moemy moporoMy BHYKY. fl 3Ha10, 4TO Tebe MOHPaBUIaCh 3Ta UCTOPHUS, IIO3TOMY 51 foOaBUIa B Hee
IOTIOJTHUTEIIbHEIE IETaTd, KOTOPHIX He XBaTaso. He cTouT MeHst 6aromapuTh, BCe, O UeM S ITPOLIY, -
3TO ellle pa3 IOAyMaTh Haf Ueel 3aBeCTU rapeM. JTO HACTOSIas MyKCKasi pOMaHTHKa!

XoTs 3amucKa 3TOT0 YejioBeKa Oblfia... CTPaHHOM, OHa BhI3bIBasla yMuieHue. HaBepHoe, y 9TOT0
yesioBeKa OBl 3aMevaTebHbIEe Oabyirka u genyiika. [Ipomuctas KHUTY, Bel momoxXu ee B
KOXKaHBIH PIOK3aK U B3SIJT IIOCJIEMHIOI KHUTY. B oTnuume oT KHUrY AproHaBTa, 9Ta Obllla MaJeHbKOM
1 TOHKON. OTKPHIB €€, OH IIOHSIJI, YTO 9TO HHEBHUK. XOTS €My II0Ka3aa0Ch, UYTO OH HapyIlaeT INYHOe
IIPOCTPAHCTBO 3TOT'0 YEJIOBEKA, JTI0OOMEITCTBO B351JI0 BEPX, X OH IPOYUTA IOCTIEIHIOK 3aMlKCh.

[Tpouio TpuHAALATE JHEH C TeX MOp, KakK 5 MOKUHYJT IePEBHIO, ¥ 10 CUX 0P MyTeLIeCTBHE OBII0
IPUSATHBIM. MHe faxe ynaaoch IOTOBOPUTH C JEBYIIKAMU B HEKOTOPHIX JEePEBHIX, MUMO KOTOPHIX S
npoe3xkas. XoTh S ¥ 3auKaJCs, HO 3TO Oy[eT XOpoIlel MPaKTUKON IS JOCTUKEHUS MOel I1e/u, Bedb
KaK TOJIbKO s moOepych mo Opapuo, 51, benn KpaHern, cTaHy ucKaTelleM IPUK/IIOUEHUN 1 3aBeny cebe
rapem!

['ma3a Benia pacmivpuinch, ¥ OH B IIIOKE BEIDOHUJI KHUTY, IIHITAsCh OCMEBICIUTh 9TO HEOXKHUIaHHOE
coOvITHE. DTOT DHEBHUK NprHannexan eMmy! OH CyZOPOXKHO OTJISIAENICS 110 CTOPOHAM U MOHST,
TI0YEeMYy 3TO MECTO KaXKeTCs eMy TaKUM 3HAaKOMbIM. KoXKaHbIi pIOK3aK, HOCTaIbriyecKast KHUra
"ApronaBT", poTorpadus co CTapuKOM, BOJIKM, KOTOPHIX OH YHUUYTOXKUJ, JHEBHUK C €T0 UMEHEM. JTO
OBLII0 MeCTO, TTie OH YMep, Ipexae YeM ero Bhi3Baiu B COH OXOTHUKA. ITO MOTJIO 03HAYaTh TOJILKO
OIHO.

— fl...BepHyICA.

[Tocne 6ecKOHEUHOW OXOTHI, B X0[je KOTOPOU OH KM3BepT U3 cebsi OecunciieHHOe MHOXKECTBO 3BEPEH,
YHUUYTOXKUI Benukux, cpaxasncs ¢ 06e3yMeBIINME OT KPOBY OXOTHUKAMMU U €]Ba He COIIeJI C yMa, OH
HakoHell BhIOpancs u3 Mxapuama. OH BepHYyJcs B ['eHKal, MUp, B KOTOPOM KUJI 0 TOTO, KaK OBIT
npu3BaH B COH OXOTHHKA.



Benn oxwupgan, 4To OyAeT UCIBITEIBATH BOCTOPT WJIX PAlOCTh OT 3TOT0, HO ITOYEMY-TO OH He
YyBCTBOBaJ... HU4ero. OH He IJIaKaJ OT CYACThs ¥ He MphIran oT pagocTu. OH BCIIOMHHUJI, KaK AyMall
0 TOM, YTO BO3BpAIIleHNE UJIK OKOHYATENIbHAsI CMEPTD OBINIM HEIJIOX0M albTEPHATUBOM MPeOLIBaHUIO B
fpuame, HO oOMaHBIBAl JTX OH ce0s1 Torga? MoxeT ObITh, OH NEUCTBUTEILHO XOTENT 00PECTH BEUHBIN
TIOKO?

Hert. Benn ygapun cebs 1mo nuily, MEITasiCh ©U30aBUTHCS OT 3TUX HEIPUSTHLIX MBIC/IeN. XOTsS OH He
OBLIT yBepeH, 3aC/IyKUBaeT JIM OH BTOPOTO ITaHCa, OH He coOuparscs ymyckaTth ero. Ero men He XoTen
Obl, 4TOOBI OH TaK AyMarl.

Kcraty, o genyuike...
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