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— Twr?

['a3a yeoBeKa B METHOM MaCKe 3arOpejiuch, U OH HEBOJIbHO CTHCHYII KyJIaKH.
Tornma ToxXe yOWBKIACH, YCIIBIIIAB 3TH CJIOBA.

— MMeHHO! — YBepeHHO NOAHAB rojioBy, CKa3an Yxas 1[310cg0. B 3TOT MOMEHT eMy I10Ka3aJioCh,
YTO OH AENCTBUTEILHO B3MBLIJ BhIIIE NEBSITH Hebec.

OH maxe caM He cMOT Obl BHIPA3UTh CJIOBAMHM, KaK OH CHJIBHO IIPO ce0s BO3MYINAJICS, YBUOEB, YTO
YxaH CroaHs Imocaguiiy Ha MeCTO, a ero, jJyylnero requs [laBunboHa ['paHgMacTepos, 3aCTaBUIx
CTOATH IT03aau. Teneps, KOrga y Hero, HaKOHell, T0SBUJIaCh BO3MOXKHOCTb BCTaTh U 3aCUSTh, OH C
TPYLOM CHepKHuBa BO30yXKOeHUE.

— MacTtep YxkaH, yMOJISI0, IOMOTUTE CHATH [Tle4aTh C KAPTUHBI! — YBaXKUTEJIBHO MIOIIPOCUTT YeJI0BEK
B MEJHOM MackKe.

B 5TOT MOMEHT 0H 0TOPOCHUJI BLICOKOMEPHOE OTHOILIEHNEe, KOTOPOE paHee [eMOHCTPUPOBAT IIPH
nonbITKax Y KydaHa u gpyrux.

— BynbTe yBepensl! — YBepeHHO npou3Hec UxkaH LI310cs10, HanpaBiasich K KapTrHe. OH B3MaxXHYI
KICTBIO M HA MTHOBEHME OCTaHOBUJICI. — MacTep UYxkaH, BO3MOXKHO, MHE IIPUETCS IT00ECIIOKOUTh
T€051, YTOOHI TH PAaCTEP HEMHOTO YEPHUII IJI51 MEHS.

UxkaH CroaHb 00eHYIICS, XKejas IIOCMOTPeTh K KoMy oOpatasncs Yxkan 1[310cs0, HO IPUCTATbHEIH
B3IJISI] ITOC/IeMHEro OBbINT HAallpaBIeH UMEHHO Ha Hero. [Iopa3uBIIKUCh, OH B 3aMeIaTe/IbCTBE CIIPOCHIT:
— TrI oOparmaenscss KO MHE?

— Ia. 4 momxeH 6ymy cCOCpemOTOYNTL CBOe BHUMaHUE Ha Pa3pyLUIeHUH IIeYaTH, TI09TOMY S HCKPEHHE
HY2KIAIOCh B Balled momoinu. Tsl BeOb He OTKaXKelllb MHe B Ipockbe? — Cka3zan Yxkao LI31ocso co
cnaboii yXMBITIKOM Ha T'y0ax.

Panee, Ha MocTty 3akanku Cepaua, TOT TaK CAJIBHO IIPEB30LIEI €r0, YTO OH He MOT IIOOHATH IIepen
HUM ToJIoBYy. He roBops yKe 0 TOM, YTO HEJaBHO €Tr0 JlaXKe 3aCTaBUIN 00pPaTUTHCS K HEMY, KaK K
*CrapimeMy gage*.

Emy mpepcTaBuics pefKuii lIaHC HaHECTU OTBETHHIM yaap, II09TOMY, eCTECTBEHHO, OH coOuUpascs B
TIOJTHOM Mepe BOCIIOIb30BaThCst uM. OH coOuparcs nokas3ath Yxkan Cl0aHI0, YTO HUKTO U3 MOJIOLOTO
TIOKOJIEHUS He CMOXKET IIPEB30UTH r'eHUs BPOME HETO.

— Hy, xopoo.

Yxan CroaHb C IETKOCTHIO pa3rnsanenn HamepeHus YxkaH 11310cs0, HO BCe XKe PEeIInI COTIacuThCs C
3TUM, HeOPEXKHO IT0XKaB IJIeYaMu.

Bo-miepBHIX, B pa3Ma3biBaHUY YePHUI He ObII0 HAYEro CJI0KHOT0. KpoMe ToTo, ero 3anHTepecoBaia
9Ta KapTHHA, ¥ OH XOTeJ Mo0IuKe pas3risaneTh, cMoxeT mu UYxkaH 11310Ccs0 pa3pyuIuTh mevaTh Uilu
HeT.

Takum 06pa30M, OH mopoiien K Yxkan LI3rocso, BEIHYII t-IepHI/IJ'IBHI:IfI KaM€Hb U3 CBOET0 KOJIblla K
Ha4aJl THIaTeJIbHO PACTHPATh YEePHHUJIA.



Bupst, yto Yxkan CroaHb HavaJj IOCHIYIIHO pa0oTaTh ¥ He MPOU3HEC JaxKe OMHOM kKano0wl, YkaH
LI310Cs10 MCIIBITANT, KaK II0 ero BeHaM Mpobexkaio HeomucyeMoe Bo30ykKoeHue.

B300XHYB 1 YCIIOKOUIIMCH, OH BBITEP KUCTh O YEPHUJIA U JIETOHBKO IIOCTyYall €10 [0 KapTHHE.
Ben!

Bonpeku oxXupaHWSIM, UYepHUTIA Ha KUCTU He UCIIauKaiy KapTUHY. BMECTO 3TOr0 OHM OCTaJIUCh
IIapUTh B BO3OyXe, 3aKphIBasi Oesible 00aKa Ha KapTUHE.

Bomnomennsit O6pas!

C noMmoursio yMensIx ABuxKeHu Yxan 113t0cs10 noTpe6oBanoch BCEr0 HECKOJILKO MIHOBEHUH, YTOORI
nepel HUM NOSBUIICS ellle OOUH CJIOM 0071aK0B, TaKOM XkKe KaK U Ha KapTuHe. [Iocne 3TOro oH
BHUMATEJIbHO 0CMOTpeN o0aka, 6ygTo OBl MCKaJl, IJie BHYTPU HUX MOT CKPHIBATLCS AyX. 3aTeM
HeOpeKHBIM B3MaxoM PYKU OH yOpas yepHuia o0paTHO B YePHUILHEIN KaMeHb M COCPENOTOYMIT CBOIO
SHEPruio OyILIM Ha KapTUHE.

«Xm? Ero sHeprus oymu UCKIIUYUTENbHO uncTa. OH, HOMXKHO ObITh, KYJTbTUBUPOBAJ KaK0Ee-TO
CBsI3aHHOE C OYIIOW TaWHOe UCKYCCTBO...»,0TMeTu1 YxkaH CroaHb.

Xots cuna gyum YxkaH L[310cs10 He 11171a HY B KaKOe CpaBHEHME C ero COOCTBEHHOM, OHA BCe Xe
BhIJIe/IsAIaCh CPEOU OPYTUX KyJIbTUBATOPOB. OCHOBEIBasCh Ha aHanu3e YxkaH CioaHs, Takou HeHOMEH
OB CBsI3aH C TeM, 4To YxkaH L[310Cs0 KyIbTUBUPOBAI KaKyl0-TO 0COOYI0 TEXHUKY.

I KJTaHa C TaKUM MOryIiecTBoM, Kak Kiman UxkaH, jaxe 4ieHoB 00KOBOW CEMbU HE CTOUIIO
CpaBHUBATH C APYTUMHU Ky/IbTUBaTOPaMU. Byab TO BEILIU WU TaHBIE UCKYCCTBA, OHU [NEHCTBUTEJIBLHO
BBIJEJISIINCE CPEeOU OOBIUHBIX KYJIbTUBATOPOB.

C Takumu MbicisiMu YxkaH CioaHb OCTOPOXKHO IIPOTSHYJ PYKY K KApTHUHE U ClerKa KOCHYJICS ee.
Besn!
B Bubnuoreke HebecHoro IIyTu TyT ke chopMUpoOBanach KHUTA.

YxxaH CroaHb KakK pa3 coOMpAsICs MPOCMOTPETE €€, HO BAPYT 3aMeTu, 4To nuio YxkaH L[310cs0 pe3ko
no61eJHeNOo, a 10 JIUIY Havasl CTeKaTh XOJIOMHbIH IOT.

— Yrto cnyyunocs? — HaxMypuBmucs, cupocuinn Yxxan CroaHb.

B 9TOT MOMEHT OKpyzKarwIle TOXKE 3aMETUJIN, YTO YTO-TO IOLIIO He TaK.

OHU 4yBCTBOBAJIM, UTO HEIHEIIHEee COCTOsTHNE YkaH L[310cs0 OBIJIO BEI3BAHO HE MPOCTO UCTOILIEHUEM.
[Ian!

[Tpexkme yeM TOJIa ycIesa CIpocuTh 06 3ToM, Ha 6negHoM nuile YxkaH 1131050 BHE3AHO OSIBUTICS
KPaCHBIY OTTEHOK, U B CJIEAYIOMINI MOMEHT OH BHE3allHO OTLIATHYJICS Ha BOCEMb IIaroB U
BBITIJIIOHYTH IIOJITHBIA POT KPOBH.

BCTpeBOXKHUBIINCE, I'1aBa TUIbAUN OIEHIIMKOB TYT XkKe OPOCUIICS K HEMY.

— 4 B mopspke. 9 mpocTo He 0XKKOAJ, YTO AyX Ha KapTUHe OyIeT Tak SPOCTHO MCTUTh... — YKaH
LI310cs10 TTOKaYas rojyioBo#, HO Ha IOJTyCJIOBe TOHSJ, YTO B KOMHATe ObIJI0 CTPAHHO THXO.



OH NOJHSAJ rOJI0BY U YBULEI, 4TO IJlaBa My C y2KacoM CMOTPUT Ha HETr0. — YUYUTEJIb, YTO CIIy4YUJIOCH?
Iaxe ecnmu eMy He yanoCh CHATH IledaTh, He 00513aTeNIbHO kK€ OBIJI0 TaK CMOTPETh Ha HEro BepHO?
— I'-romoga... I3 TBOeY ronoBel pacTyT gypuansl! — [IoTpsiCEeHHO BOCKIUKHYI IrflaBa My.

— Iypuane? — YxaH LI310csi0 OB OIIEJIOMIIEH 3TUMU PE3KUMU CIIOBAMH.

— A ©3 3agHULE XBOCT! — BOCK/IMKHYII IPYTrOY CTapeullInHa B TOJIIIE.

— 93937

YxkaHn L[310cs10 6HCTpO o6epHyn05{ " IIOCMOTpeI cebe 3a CIINHY, HO OT YBUOEHHOI'O €ro I'yia3a
CY3UJIUCh B IIE€JIOYKH, ¥ OH IIOYTHU IIOTEPAJI COSHAHHUE.

W3 ero HK3a TOpYasl MaJIMHOBHY XBOCT, YPE3BbIYAWHO MYIINCTHIA, HATIOMAHAIIINY 3€JIeHbIN JTUCUX
XBOCT. B T0o ke BpeMsi, 6rarogapsi CBOeMy JTyXOBHOMY BOCIIPHSITHIO, OH TaKXKe 3aMeTHJI, YTO Ha ero
T'OJIOBE IOSIBJISIIOTCS OOJIBIIIHE KOJII0YKEe KOMbSI, KOTOPEIe UMEeJIH IT0Pa3uTeIbHOe CXOMCTBO C
nypraHaMu. BcKope Te 3aHS/IM BCIO €ro rojoBy. YTo ellle XyKe, OHU CJIOBHO pacCliBETalH...

— Yo npoucxomut? — Jlumo Yxkan 1[3t0csi0 mobieqHeso 0T HeloBePHsI, KOToa OH ITOACO3HATEILHO
crernaa HeCKOJIBKO IIaroB Ha3ap.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH ef1Ba IOMIePKKUBaJI CO3HAHHUE.

Bce, 4TO OH cHesal - MOMBITAJICA CIOMATh [1eYaTh Ha KapTUHE, TaK II04eMy Xe C HUM BOPYT
CJIy4YUJIOCH Takoe?

— Cyns o BceMy, B TBOEM [1epBoOBITHOM [lyXe YKOPEHUIICS OyX pacTeHus. K cyacTeio, 3T0 OOBIYHBIN
IyX, “HaA4e POCT pacTeHuM Iporucxonun 66 HaMHOTO ObICTPEe... — BU[ISI KOPEeHb IIPO0JIEMEL, C MecTa
IIOJHSIACh ri1aBa runbaun [Ipobyxpatommx [Jyxos 2KyaHbs 1 00bsSICHIIA BCEM IIPUCYTCTBYIOIINM.

Kak ITpoOyxpmatomuii [IyxoB 7 3BE3[], OHA CHIBIIIAA O TAaKUX HHIKUAEeHTaX. TeM He MeHee, OHa BCE
PaBHO, CUJTbHO YIUBUJIACH, TUYHO YBUOEB MOO00HOE.

— Pacturensueii gyx? Yrto npoucxogut? — C TpeBoroi cupocuin Yxas LI3ocso.
CuTyauus NeVCTBUTEIPHO CBOJUIIA €ro0 C yMa.

Bce, 1uero oH X0TeJ - CHSITh IleYaTh U BEPHYTh cebe JOCTOMHCTBO, U BCE XK€, IPeXKfe YeM OH CMOT
Yero-To KOOUTHCS, C HUM IIPOM30ILTI0 HeBeHaHHOe. [lypraHbl JeCTBUTEIBHO POCIIH M3 €T0 I'0JIOBH, a
uX yxe OBI710 4eTBepo!

— B03MOXKHO, 3TO peakius ayxa B KapTuHe. Tkl IbITasICs U30aBUTHCS OT HETO, U OH PEIlu
IIOKBUTATBLCS C TOOOM. — COUyBCTBEHHO ITOKaYasl roynoBoi Yxan CioaHb.

Hemuorum panee oH Bues, Kak mogobHoe mpou3somnino ¢ Cul YxkowaneM. OH MBITAJICS 3ajlaTaTh
TpeluHy B ero [TepBoOrTHOM [lyxe ¢ IIOMOIIbIO 3aYapoBaHus BHYTPh AyXa, HO eMy He y[ianoch
BOBPEMS YHUUTOXKUTH AyX... B pe3ynbTaTe Ha ronoBe CuH YKoiaHsA Havyalu pacTyd QPYyKTH, a Ha
SITOIUIIAX IIBETHI.

A pa3 Takas cuTyalus npousoria ¢ Yxa [[310cs10, TO OH He COMHEBAJICS, YTO 3TO KAK-TO CBSI3AHO C
IyXOM BHYTpHU KapTuHBEL. CKOpee BCEro, TOCTIeHUN OMBITAICT U306ABUTHCS OT OyXa, HO BMECTO 3TOT0
HaBpeaun caM cebe.



— Yto MHe genaTh? — 1mo0negHeB OT OTYasTHUS cipocun YxkaH LI3iocso.

OH Obin nyuinuM reiveM Mmnepuu L{uHbi0aHb, KyMUPOM OeCUMCIEHHBIX MOJIOABIX eBylIekK. Kak oH
MOT pa3ryiIuBaTh C fypraHaMu Ha rojgose? OH XKe CTaHeT IOCMELINIeM I BCero ropopa!

— Bcé o4eHb IPOCTO, BaM IIPOCTO HYKHO U30aBUTHCS OT YKOPEHUBILIETOCSA BHYTPHU OyXa. — CIIOKONHO
npousHec Yxkan CroaHb.

OH HEeMHOTO0 3allaHKUKOBaJ, KOTrfa yBUel, Kak mofobHoe ciyumnoch ¢ CuH YxKoioaHeM, HO ITPOLIIBIN
OTIBIT AEUCTBUTEIBHO XOPOIIO 3aKassi ero pa3yMm. Korma Ha rosoBe UYxas L[310cs10 Hayanu pacTu
pacTeHus1, ero MopajbHOE COCTOSIHUE flaXkKe He IIEeJIOXHYIIOCh.

"Get rid of the spirit? How can I get rid of it?" Zhang Jiuxiao looked at Zhang Xuan anxiously, as if a
desperate man clutching onto his final straw of hope.

"Simple. Bare open your soul to me, and I'll help you check for the spirit and destroy it." Zhang Xuan
said.

Even someone as powerful as Hall Master Xing was unable to deal with the plant spirit by himself,
let alone Zhang Jiuxiao. This was already the most effective and easiest way to get rid of the spirit.

"You want me to bare open my soul to you? That won't do..." Zhang Jiuxiao swiftly shook his head.

As an offspring of the Zhang Clan, he had many secrets concealed within him, especially within his
soul. Given such, how could he possibly bare his soul to a random stranger?

One must know that baring one's soul was effectively no different from standing completely nude
before another.

There was no way he could do that!

"That won't do? I guess that can't be helped then. Let me take a look at what the spirit within the
painting is first, and I'll see if I can concoct some kind of medicine that could isolate and kill the
spirit within you." Zhang Xuan said.

It was a little more troublesome, but as long as he could figure out what kind of spirit it was, he was
confident that he would be able to concoct a corresponding poison to deal with it.

Back then, he had raised it as one of the potential solutions to Hall Master Xing as well, but it was a
pity that the latter didn't agree to it.

"Alright. You should go on and take a look at the painting then!" Zhang Jiuxiao heaved a sigh of relief
upon hearing that he didn't have to bare his soul before urging the other party forward.

"Un." Zhang Xuan nodded nonchalantly before turning his gaze towards the painting. His eyes were
fixated on the painting, but his mind had already slipped into the Library of Heaven's Path to take a
look at the newly compiled book.

After taking a quick look, a frown emerged on his forehead.
"Did you notice anything?" Noticing Zhang Xuan's expression, Wu shi asked in intrigue.

Instead of answering Wu shi's question, Zhang Xuan turned his gaze towards the copper-masked
figure and asked, "Where did you obtain this painting from?"



"I have only invited all of you over to decipher the seal for me. I don't think that I'm obliged to tell
you the background of the painting." the copper-masked figure replied curtly.

"You're right, you are indeed not obliged to tell me the background of the painting." Zhang Xuan
placed his hands behind his back and replied.

"The Marshlands of the Northern Meadows is an extremely humid place. An 8-star painting it might
be, but having spent two thousand years in a place like that, it is already permeated with an air of
dampness. It's not apparent from a distance away, but it's quite easily discernible at close
proximity."

"You..." Even with his face concealed, the shock of the copper-masked figure was palpable.

To be able to deduce the history of the painting just through the slightly damp aura around the
painting, wasn't the other party's eye of discernment a little too formidable?

Before the copper-masked figure could recover from his state, Zhang Xuan had already continued,
"The Marshlands of the Northern Meadows is a treacherous land, but many cultivators still flock
there in hopes of stumbling upon treasure. It's not too surprising that you were able to find the work
of the Sorrowless Old Man there. There's one thing that I have to concede that you are right about.
It's indeed suspicious that the Sorrowless Old Man would suddenly conceal what he has drawn
within the mountains thirty years after he has created the work... Judging from that in itself, it must
have been quite a huge secret."

The eyelids of the copper-masked figure twitched slightly as he narrowed his eyes, "It doesn't seem
like we are getting anywhere at this rate. If none of you are able to decipher the seal, I'll be taking
my painting away with me then."

"Who says that none of us are able to decipher the seal?" Zhang Xuan spoke up.

"Since you don't want me to speak about the origin of the painting, I can't be bothered to waste my
breath on it either. I'll talk about the painting itself then. The canvas for the painting is specially
created by fusing the skin of the Emeraldhorn Fish and White Reindeer together, and the ink used is
a compound between the Sapphire Stone and Goldensource Water. It's due to the usage of these
precious materials that there isn't the slightest wear and tear on it despite spending two thousand
years under damp condition. On the contrary, the artwork is getting more and more lifelike and
touching as the years go by."

"Judging from the changes in the ink color, it seems like it has been three years since you unearthed
the painting from the ground, and it should have been 2142 years since the painting is created.
Judging by the timing, I stand to believe that it's the work of the Sorrowless Old Man back when he's
around 270 years old. When he eventually added the clouds on the painting, he was already close to
three hundred. In other words, the addition of the clouds could very well be the last thing he did
before he went missing. As for whether he was killed or kidnapped, there is no way to say for sure
now."

"This..."
Everyone was astonished by the analysis.
By the side, Guild Leader Mu couldn't help but widen his eyes in shock.

Even he was unable to determine the history of the painting despite examining it for a long time



earlier, and yet, the young man was actually able to detail the history of the painting with just a
short glance. Wasn't his appraising capability a little too fearsome?

On the other hand, the durian-head Zhang Jiuxiao's body also staggered upon hearing those words.
At this point, he really felt like bursting into tears.

Didn't the other party say that he was a 5-star appraiser?

On normal days, he wouldn't even spare a second glance to other 5-star appraisers, and yet, why did
it feel that the other party was even more formidable than a 7-star appraiser like him?

"The Sorrowless Old Man had already reached Leaving Aperture realm prior to his disappearance.
With his outstanding painting skills, his painting was still able to reach the level of Evoking
Vividness even with the addition of those clouds, making it extremely exceptionally difficult the
decipher the seal he has put up..."
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