[Tog3eMHBI MUP.

C moMeHTa MosBIeHUsT AccacHHa IIPOIIIO CEKYH[I OBafIlaTh, a OWTBa BCe ellle He Havasack. [louemy?
Acako pemmia gJaThb UM BpeMs Ha IIOATOTOBKY, TaK Kak ee IeJlb, 10 CYyTH, JeTH, faXe eCJIU UX He
HYXKHO yOuBaTh. B 00BIYHOY CHTyalluy BCe 3aKOHYUIIOCH Obl, fake He HayaBIIUCh.

B nmoboMm crydae, Bce, YTO 5 YBUAEN B UX I'Ta3ax, 3TO CTPax ¥ IAHUKY, Ha YTO U3 MOETO0 ropJjia BhIIIeN
pa3oyapoBaHHHIM B3[OX.

4l moHMMaro, 4TO OHH ellle IIKOJIbHUKYM U BCE TaKOoe, HO pa3Be UM He Pa3biACHHUIIN, B KAKOM MHDE
}KI/IBYT? Tem Gosee, oHH OJEMOHBI, KOTOPBIX HeJIOHIO6HI/IBaeT OOJIBIIMHCTBO CBEPXBECTECTBEHHBIX
CyaIecCTB. Ilaxke moMa OHU He IIOJTHOCThHIO 3aCTPAaXOBaHEI OT BHE3AIITHBIX daTdK UJIN HOKYLHGHPIfI.

He ogHOrO MeHs HacTUTIIO pa3odapoBaHue. A3a3enb U Ca3eKc TOXKe Kadaju rojoBaMu. Kak-HUKaK
Puac u ee cBMTa HMKaK He MCIIOIH30BaIM 3TH ABaAllaTh CeKyHA. [IpaBaa, 3a UCKIOYeHueM AKEHO U
3eHoBud. [lepBas Hayana CKPBEITO HAaKalJMBaTh MaHy U yAepXkKuBajia B CBOEM I10Jie 3peHUs BCe IpaHu
AccacuHa. Bropast xke mpocTo pBajack B 00i, HO XKmaja IpuKa3a Puac.

— 9T0... pa304apoBHIBAET... — IIpo6opMoTan A3a3esnb, CTaBIIKMM KypaTopoM Kityba Puac — [Iymaro,
MHe TIPUeTCs HEMHOTO U3MEeHUTh I'padUK UX TPEHUPOBOK U MOOABUTE JIEKINH 110 KPUTHUECKOMY
MbIIIeHr 0. YTo gymaentb, Ca3ekc?

— ... [lenmai, 94TO HYKHO. — yCTaJIO B3[[0XHYB, OTBETHUJI OH, @ 3aTE€M IIOCMOTpPeJl Ha MeHsd — U BH
Toxke, Pomanu-caH. Korma Bce 3aKOHUMTCS, CBAXKHUTECh CO MHOU. f X04y... IOAyMaTh...

Ha 3Tux cnoBax OH TeJIenopTHPOBaJICS, Ha YTO S IOXKaJl IyledaMy, a A3a3esb IoKa4asl I'0JI0BOMH.
Cnycts napy CeKyHI IIOBEPHYBIINCH B CTOPOHY AccacuHa, 5 0THaJl KOPOTKUM IIpUKa3 OeliCTBOBATE.

Peak1us Obisla He3aMeniuTenbHoM. [llecTHaAaTh IPpaHel BHE3AIIHO PBaHYJIM B CTOPOHY CBUTH Puac,
pacmpeeuBIINCh 110 IBa Ha KaX[I0Tro JeMOHa.

Akeno, Koneko, Puac u Acus, cpsitTaB 3a cinHo# ['acmepa, GHICTPO CTPYINUPOBAIUCH B CAMOM
manmbHEeW YyacTu BaroHa. Mccait, Kuba v 3eH0BUS BCTaIX BIEpPEeNU HUX, IPUTOTOBUBIIKNCE IPUHSATH
aTaky.

— He aTakyem! MBI 0oMKHEI TPOJEpKATHCS, IT0Ka He MpUOYAyT MOAKpeIieHus! — KpuKHya Puac,
KHas ap CUibl Pa3pyuieHns, 0T KOTOPOro yOUUIIE JIETKO YKJIOHUIUCh. A AKeHO TToAiepkKrBaa ee
cBOUMHU MONHUSMU — McC3, He ucnons3yd Kpymurtens 6anaHca, oka s He CKaxy!

— Xoporuo, ITpe3ungent! — orBeTun Mccant ¥ Hanpasui Kyjlak B HallpaBJIEeHUU aTaKYoOLIUX —
Ycunenne! Ycunenue! [Ipakonui BeicTpen!

Pa3YM€eTC5{, €ro aTakKa He IIOIIaJla HU II0 KOMY, a TOJIBKO IIPOJIeTelda CKBO3b PA3PYUIEHHYIO YaCTh
BaroHa M ylIiljia BAaJib.

Cpa3sy nocie Hee emy, Kube, 3eHoBuu 1 KOHEKO MPUILTIOCH CAEPKUBATH aTaKK YOUMII, YUCIIO
KOTOPBIX He YMEHBIIUIIOCh BooO1Ie. ['acmep u Acust HU4ero He fenanu. TouHee, OHU U HE MOTJIU
HUYero He fesaTh. [IepBEIi CIUIIKOM GOUTCS UCIIOIb30BATh CBOIO CUILY, @ BTOpasi IPOCTO He MOXKET B
aTaxy.

Kuba 1 3eHOBUS, pa3MaxuBalue Me4yaMy, IIPOCTO He Mmomnafasny 1mo Accacuy. OHM ObIIA CITUITKOM
MeOnuTenbHE Ay CIyry, gaxe mojarasich Ha CBOIO CKOPOCTh KoHs.



ITpo Koneko st BooO1ie momuy. OHa 6ynTo Ovl Ousa Bo3myx. CTOMIIO el 3aMaXHYThCS, KakK B
clenylollee MTHOBEHUE €€ IIeflb UCYe3alla, a 3aTeM MOMEHTAJIbHO KOHTpaTaKoBaja, 3aCTaBIIss
Jlagpio YATH B TITyXYI0 000POHY.

ATaxu I0 IJIOUIagu TOXKe He pa0oTaiy, TaK KakK BCe I'PaHU, YTO HE yYaCTBOBAJIM B CPAXKEeHUH,
PACTBOPHUIIKCH B TEHSIX U XOaau. To eCTh, IepBLIe IEeCTHAAIATh BCe eIre eIkl 1 HeBPEeIUMEI, Ha YTO
MOSI JIafIOHb CYOOPOXKHO TepJa JIUIO.

B omvH MOMEHT KTO-TO, HAKOHEIl, PEeIIHII TPOSIBUTh HHUIIMATUBY. AKEHO B3MbIIa B He00, YTOORI
TIOJIYYUTh IPEUMYIIEeCTBO, KOT{la 3aMeTHIa, YTO ACCAaCHH He MOXKeT JieTaTh. Ho KaK TONTBKO OHa 3TO
crernana, B CIIeyIOIIYIO XKe CeKyHIy B Hee mpuieTtena ctpena. Kopomesa Puac, KoHEUHO,
TIOMBITAJIaCh 3AIIUTUTHCS, CHOPMUPOBAB 3AIIUTHEIN KPYT Ha CKOPYIO PYKY, HO CTpelia CTPEMUTENBHO
Ipo0Ousa ero, MOBPENUB KPHLTIO.

— Arx! — BCKpHKHY/IAa OHa OT 00JI¥ ¥ yTania 4yTh II00Hab IPYIIHL. [[Be TPaHH, 1eIbi0 KOTOPHIX OHA
OBlTa, Cpa3y ke HAIPABUIIUCH K HEH.

— AxkeHo! — obecnokoeHo KpukHyna Puac — HMccaut! Kpymurens banmanca!l

— Ila! Kpymutens bananca! Yemyiuateiii [Jocmex Ycunuparoiiero Mexanusma! — BCKPUKHYJI OH H,
Korga copmupoBasach OpoHS, [ToJIeTeNl Ha IIOMOIIb AKEeHO, KOe-KaK YCIIEB 3alIUTUTh €€ 0T HOXKeN.

— He ofpamait Ha MeHst BHUMaHue! COCPenoToYbCs Ha CBOUX MPOTUBHUKAX! — KPUKHYITa AKEHO.
— Ho- — xoten 651710 BO3pa3uTh Mccait, Kak OHa ero rnepebuna.

— BrICTpo! — KpUKHYB Ha HEro, OHa, BHITONKHYB M cCasi, cpa3y 2Ke Havaja IIyCKaTb BOKPYT ce0st
MOJIHUH, YTOOHI He MOANYCTUTh AccacrHa K cebe.

B utore €My HMYero He OCTaBaJIOCh, KdK IILITATECA YOAPUTh AccacuHa, BpeMs OT BPEMEHHU B3JIE€Tadd,
YTOORI YBEPHYTECA OT aTakK. HpaBHa, KaK TOJIBKO OH 3TO [O€JIaJl, B HEeTO CPA3y XKe JieTallh CTPEJIkI,
3aCTaBJIdd CIIYCTUTBCA, T'I€ €TI0 yKe KIOaJIi T'PaHu.

Kuba 6bICTPO BOTKHYJI CBOM MeU B 3eMJII0, @ 3aTeM U3 Hee OBICTPO BHIPBAIUCh KIMHKY, KOTOPHIE
IBITANTMCh XOTh KaK-TO 3alenuTh AccacuHa. Ho, omsiTh Ke, BCe VIO B MOJIOKO. ['paHy peuIuiu
BOCIIOJTb30BATHCS TEM, UTO €T0 MeY B 3eMJjie ¥ HaKMHYIUCh Ha Hero, Ho Kuby 3amuTuna 3eHoBus,
IIOMIOCIIEBIIAsI BOBPEMS U [aBIasi eMy BpeMsi. B UTOre OHU CTOSINIA CIIMHA K CIIMHE U CEePKUBAJIN
HATHUCK YeThIpex rpaHei. PadymeeTcs:, mpomyckas yaaphl, HO 00X0MsiCh lapaliHaMy U HEeTJTy0OKUMHU
paHamu.

Hena y Koneko 1y emie xyxe. OHa MPOCTO GU3NYECKH He MOTJIa YTO-THOO0 MPedIpPUHSATh, Pa3Be uTo
IIPOITyCKaTh yaap 3a ygapoM. A Puac, Kak MOTJIa, CoepKKBaia HaTUCK CPa3y IIeCTePHIX TPaHeH,
YeTHIPE U3 KOTOPHIX MEITAJIMCh 3alTH C PA3/IMYHEIX CTOPOH, ITOKA MIBe, BEIIEeIeHHEIE HMEHHO e,
OTBJIEKAJIA €€ BHUMAaHHUE.

COTHSI JIHII 10 TIOJIHOM TI0JTb30BasIach OKPYXKeHueM. To eCThb, MOITHEIe aTaKK, KOTOPBEIe MOTJIH O
IIPOCTO B30PBATh BECh BAroH, ObIIM HEIOCTYIIHE CBUTE Prac, Tak Kak OBIT PUCK 3allelIUTh CBOUX, a
TaKXKe JUIIUTHCS MPUKPBITUS CTeHAMU BaroHa. [laxe TYIO¥ yMeJlbli U3BpaleHel] IOHUMa 3TO
TI0CJIE CBOETO MOCJIeHEr0 CllappuHra ¢ Imuei. KoHeYHo, OHM MOTJIH ObI TPOCTO IIOKKHYTH BAroH,
UCIIOJB3YSI KPBIIbS, HO 9TOT BAPUAHT IMTOJIHOCTHIO TepeKphiBal Apyroi Ciyra, KOTOPHIH COOCTBEHHO U
cOm AKeHo.

KcraTtu o HeM...



— [Mlupo, maTk TBOIO, THI UX BOOOIIE 00y4yan? — IMOMHTEPECOBAJICS I, CMOTPS Ha 3TO...
HeJopa3yMeHue.

— 91! Bee, 4TO 5 ycIes, 3To MOOHSATh UX Pe3ePBH MaHHI ¥ BEIHOCJIMBOCTh, @ TaKKe HEMHOT'0
npopaboTaTh KOMaHOHY0 paboTy! CoenaTh U3 IIKOIHHUKOB YepTOBLIX CIIyT 3a Iapy HeOesb B
IIPUHIIUAIIE HEBO3MOXKHO! — 0TBeTU 0H — U BooO11IE, 51 ToXKe ocKopOiieH, 3Haelb u! 4 ke He
IyMaJl, 4YTO OHU HACTOJIBKO IJIOXYM B KPUTHYECKOU CUTyaluu!

— Jla TH 4TO?! — 5 BCKUHYJI PyKaMHu, a 3aTeM chefiaj riy0okuit B3gox — Jlaguo! Torma HOBBIIM IJTaH.
[TpenBapuTenbHO CBSA3ABIIUCH C ACaKo, S 0OBSICHUII UM CYyTh HOBOTO IJlaHA OENCTBUH.

— Trl xouemurb youTh ux?! — rHEBHO BOCKJIMKHYJT OMUS — A eCJIU TH He ycreelb? 4 yOun MHOTO
JIofiel, ¥ He X04y, 4YTOOBI Ha MOUX pyKax Oblla ¥ UX KPOBb!

— Macrep, g nogmepxuBaio Apuepa. Bam nan Hepa3yMeH. — fnobaBuia Acako.
— JlenicTByITE, — KOMaHOHBIM CKa3an 1 — f chenaio CBOIO 9acTh, a BBl CHeauTe CBOO.

— Ecnu... Ecnu ThI omnbenses... — Hadan OMUs, CIyCTs apy ceKyHn — f nuyHo yObio Tebs,
Pomanu.

— Kak xoyems, — moxar s [jiedaMu ¥ IOCMOTpeI B CTOPOHY BaroHa — HauuHaiiTe.
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Puac 6n110 nmoxo. Ouens nnoxo. Cepatle 6elieHO KOJIOTUIIOCh, PYKU APOXKasld, a MaHa Konebanach.
CroepxkuBas yOuiil], OHa KpaeM Ijia3a HaOofana 3a CBoeil CBUTOM. ['acmep crpsiTancs B CBOeH
KopoOKe ¥ TJaKaj, a ACHs JIeunsia paHhl, ONy4eHHEle UMU TpeMs, 6arogapst 4eMy caMa Puac Bce
ete Oblna Crtoco0Ha MIPOMOJIKATE.

Kuba, 3eHoBust u KOHEKO HUKaK He MOTJIA MOGEOUTL CBOMX ITPOTUBHUKOB, KOTOPHIE 3aCTABUITU UX
TOJIBKO 3aIIUIIAThCA. A AKeHO fmepakKasa yOuuI] Ha PaCCTOSTHUM, PACIIPOCTPAHSIS MOJTHUIO BOKPYT ce0s
Y MHOT'MIa TIOAfIePKUBasi OCTAJIbHEIX CO CBOEY IIO3UIUHU.

Hccaii meITasncs Mo MakCuMyMy 3G @eKTHBHO UCII0Ih30BaTh BpeMs cBoero Kpymmrens BanmaHca, HO
Iaxke OH He MOT pa300paThCs XOTS OBl C OMHUM yOuiIei. Bo3mylHoe NpenMyInecTBO CXOAUTI0 Ha HeT
13-3a HeU3BEeCTHOr'0, MOMEHTAIbHO COMBAIOIIEro 10000, KTO IIONHUMAJICT B HE0O.

Bcst cBuTa Puac, ma ¥ OHa cama, MeJIM PaHEI I10 BCEMY TeJly, @ KpOBb ITPOMKTAJIa IPeBPalleHHYIO B
JIOXMOTbSI IIKOJIBHYI0 opMy. Cubl ORICTPO UCTOIIAUCD ITOJl HATUCKOM HEHU3BECTHHIX YOUiill, ¥ 9TO
IIPY TOM, YTO TOJIbKO IIeCTHAAIaTh U3 BOCBMUIECSATH BOCHMU Y4aCTBYIO B 60I0.

Hapexna MemieHHo moKuOana Pruac, ycTymas MecTo oT4assHuIO u 0e3ricxomHocT. OHa He 3Hana,
CKOJIBKO eIlle OHHU IPOofiepKaTcs, HO e OBIJI0 0YeBHIHO, YTO Hemoro. Ee OpaT, ee HeBeCTKa, ee
nogpyra, ee pogutenu. HUKTO He 0TBeYas Ha ee 30B O IIOMOIITH.

B ee cepmiie Hayan 3aKpafbBaThCsA CTpax. CUMBbHBIM ¥ BCETOTIOMIAIOTHM.

OHa He xoTeJla yMHpaTh... OHA He X0Tejla BUETh CMEPTh YJIEHOB CBOEW CBUTHL... OHa He X0TeNa,
4yTOOBI BCe TaK 3aKOHYMUJIOCE...

Koneko ynana ot 6eccumnus, a KPOBb TeKJla U3 ee pyK U Hoca. Kuba 1 3eHOBUS BHIPOHUIIA MeUH U
yTianu 3a Hel, a 10 IOoJTy Havajla PaCIIpPOCTPAHSITHCS KPOBb U3 MX PaH. AKEHO MOoTepsiyia CO3HAHHUE,



OBICTPO M3pacxXof0BaB CBOU pe3epBhl MaHHL. KpymmTens bananca Mccast pa3buncs, a oH caMm
IPU3EMJIMIICS Ha I10J1 BaroHa roJI0BOM BHM3, MOMEHTAIbHO BHIPYOUBINKCH. ['acmiep 3aKphII I'1asa u
T1aKas, a Acust U3 MOCIeIHUX CUJI TOAaepxkKuBana camy Puac. He 3amMeTuB offHOTO yOUHUILY,
IIPOCKOJIH3HYBIIIET0 MUMO Hee, OH BRIpyOun I'acriepa u AcHio, IaB 110 OJHOMY yaapy B 00/1aCTH IIEH.

V3 rna3 Puac Havanu MUTHCS CJIe3bl, TYORl 3agpozKajy, a © 0e3 TOro Majioe KOJIMYeCTBO SHEPTHUH B ee
TeJle Ha4yaJio KOHYAThCsI, OTYETO Marn4eCcKuH IUT 3aMUrall OT HefocTaTka MaHul. Ee ¢popma, momHas
IIapaIvH U ISITeH KPOBY, IPUJIUIIIA K €€ KOXKe.

“fl He xouy ymupaTs.”“H He Xouy ymupath.”“ He Xouy ymupath.”OgHa U Ta XKe MBICJIA [I0BTOPSJIach
B ee MO3Ty KakK 3ae3XKeHHas IlacTuHKa. OHa He MOIJIa 30paB0 MBIC/IUTh, He MOTJIa COOpPaThCA C
CUJIaMH, He MOrJIa... HafesaThCs. ..

Ho B oguH MOMEHT HaTHCK yOUUII] BHE3AHO MPEeKpaTUiICs. Bce BoceMbaecsaT yOuil] cCHOBa coOpanuch
B OOHOM Ky4e U yOupanu HOXKHU. A 3aTEM OHU PACTBOPUIIUCH B TEHSX, 6yaTO OBl X He GLIIO BOBCE.

— Y-yT0... — npobopMoTaa Puac, yras Ha KOJIeHO, a B ee rjla3ax 3aXKercs OrOHb HaJ eIkl
“O-oHu ymnu? M-Mbl B-BEIKUIH?”

Ee He Gecrnokounu Bompockh: “KTo ato 6b11?” u “Tlouemy onu yuuu?”. Ee cepflle HallOJTHUIIOCh
PafoCThIO 3@ TO, YTO OHM ellle KUBBEL ¥ MOT'YT YBUMETh 3aBTPAIIHUY AeHb. 3aTPyAHEHHOE [bIXaHue
CTaJio IOHEMHOTY CTa0MIN3UPOBATLCS, & OPOXKD YXOOUTD.

Y xorpma oHa IeNCTBUTEIHHO ITOBEPUIIA, YTO OIIACHOCTh MUHOBAJIA, €€ CIIyX YJIOBUIL... CBUCT. U Korga
Puac mopHsIa B3I B CTOPOHY Pa3pyIleHHON YacTH BaroHa, OTKYHa U UCXOOUM 9TOT 3BYK,
HACTUTIIAS ee HafeXkOa IPeBPaTUIACh B Memell, KakK CyXOu JIUCT Ha KOCTpe.

B ee cTOpoHY C upe3BEYallHO BEICOKOM CKOPOCTHIO JieTesia ronybast komeTa. KonuuecTBo MaHH,
KOTOPOe YyBCTBOBaja Puac oT 3TOM KOMeTSHI, IIpuBesia ee B yxkac. Ee ObI0 HACTOJIBKO MHOTO, YTO
naxe o0beOMHEHHBEIE PEe3ePBHI BCEl ee CBUTHL He MOTJIM IIPEBLICUTH ee. M 9Ta camast komeTa Oexkaia
110 HeOy B ee CTOPOHY, OCTaBJIsAs 3a 060 romy0oi cref.

Temeps et CTano MOHSTHO, TOYeMYy YOUMITEI OTCTYUIXU. X HallapHUK XOTEeJ B30PBaTh BCE K YEPTSIM.

Co0paB nocnengHue CUIH B KyJlak, Puac momsiTajzach MPUKPLITE CBOMM TesioM Acuio u ['acnepa, a
3aTeM 3aKphlia Iiasa.

“TIpocturte...”

“TIpocTtuTe, 4TO IOABENA Bac...”

Brinu nocnenHue ee MBICIIH, KOTa KOMeTa yKe BOILJIa B BarOH.
BYM

[Tpo3By4arsn OTNyIIKUTENbHEIN B3PEIB. PUac mepecTasia 4yBCTBOBAThH IIOJI ITOJ HOTaMHU, @ UMIIYJIbC CHJIBI
OTKHHYJI ee Kyfa-To ganeko. Acusi u ['aciiep, KOTOPBEIX OHA YyBCTBOBAJIa PyKaMH, Tellephb IIPolaiy, a
3payKH 3a 3aKPHITEIMU TJIa3aMu YIIOBUIH SIPKUM r0O1y00# CBET B3PHIBA.

Ho Bapyr oHa noHsna ogHy getanb. OHa BCe ellle MOTJIa MBICIUTD, a TaKXKe OILIyL[aTh KOXKel BO3AyX.
A ecnu 3TO Tax, TO...

Ona OnlsIa e1e XuBa.



Ha6pasBimch CMeNOCTH, OHa OTKPHIIA Tjla3a.
Puac mapumna B Hebe U, IIOHSB, YTO ellle MOXKEeT BUIETh, Hadalla MCKaTh YJIEHOB CBOEW CBUTHI T'JIa3aMHU.
U ona Hamna.

Bce oHu, Tak ke KakK OHA, TAapUJIU HEIIOJaeKy B Bo3myxe. M yBumeB 9T0, OHa 00/IeTr4eHHO B3[MOXHYIa
1, HaKOHeIl, pacciaabuiace.

— MBL... IeHCTBUTEINIBHO BCE eIle JKUBHL...? — IIIEeIIOTOM CIIPOCHJIA OHA, He BEPs CBOMM Tila3aM.

— Bce B03MOXHO. — pa3fasics roaoc rmo3aau Hee. Puac pe3ko pa3BepHyJach, rae ysugena Pomanuy,
KOTOPBIM BBEITTISIAE]T... IOBOJIBHBIM.

“Y-4yTO OH 37ech JenaeT? [ToueMy OH IIOABUJIICA UMEHHO cendac, U I0YeMy UMEeHHO OH?”

— C3H...CoH... — TOJIbKO ¥ ycIesla mpo0opMoTaTh Puac.

OHa [eiCTBUTENbHO XKUBa, UJIN BCE 9TO JUIIb BUAEHUSI MEPTBOT0?

TakoBa Oblsla ee TIOCIEOHSIS MBIC/Ib, IIepPel TeEM KaK IIOTEPSITh CO3HAHHUE.
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A/N: Kak rnaBa? BricKaxkuTe CBoe MHeHUe. BIIoHe BO3MOXKHO, UTO CMOXKETe IIOBNIUATH Ha OyayIire

T'JIaBHI.
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