[Tpomio Tpu OHSA C TeX IOp, KaK MBI BepHYIUCH ¢ LlepeMonuu [leBATy []paKOHOB.

Tak>Ke IPOILIO TPU OHS C TeX IOP, KakK g IMOHSJ, YTO MOTY HCIIOJIb30BaTh NEMOHUYECKHE UCKYCCTBA,
napoBaHHbIe MHe HebecHEIM [eMOHOM.

4 yKe MHOT0 pa3 IMPKYJIXPOBAJI OTHEHHYIO LU 10 CBOEMY TeJIy, YTOOH! II0YYBCTBOBATh KaKue-Tubho
Cembl IEMOHUYECKOH 11, HO TI0Ka 0e3yCIIelHo.

XO0Ts 3TO OIIpeneJIeHHO OBILIT XOpOI.T.IPIfI 3HaK, 4 He X0TeJI CIINIIKOM 6BICTp0 TEePATHh 6JII/ITeJ'IBHOCTB.

— OHu 3aCTaBISIOT MEHS HpOfITH qyepe3 BCe 3TU HEIIPUATHOCTH HdazXKe II0OCJIIe CMEPTH, 3TU Y6HIOJIKI/I.

TemnepaTypa Ha TPEHUPOBOYHOM IUTOLIaAKe OBICTPO IONHSIACH, KOTHA OT MOETo Tejla Hayas
MCXOOUTDb U3HYPSIONUIUH XKap.

2Kapa, X0Ts ¥ YAYIIAIOIIKUH, He NOJIKeH ObITh CIMIIKOM OMACHBIM, YUMTHIBAS, UTO 5 OBIIT TOIBKO BO
BTOPOM I[apCTBE OTHEHHBIX UCKYCCTB.

— ... Eme maneko mo TpeThero ypoBHs, fa.

Moero noHUMaHusg HNCKYCCTBa Ov110 O0NIEE YeM JOCTAaTO4YHO, HO MO€ TEJIOCJIOZKEHNE U KOJIN4YEeCTBO



11, KOTOPOE s MOT co6paTh, He COOTBETCTBOBAIM TPEOOBAHUSAM [/ IIepexofa Ha CIIEeAYOmui
YPOBEHB.

WUTak, BCe, UTO s [IeIajl, 9TO MPOCTO TPEHUPOBAJCs 6e3 mepeprIBa.

Mo MBIIIITEL KpHU4aJIi B alOHHUH.

4 momxkeH OBUT BEIOPATLCA U3 9TOM CayHH B BUe TPEHUPOBOYHOU IJIOMIAIKU, YTOOH! HEe 3aKapUThCs
10 CMEPTH.

[TpoxyamHbIM BETEPOK BOPBAJICS B OTKPHITYIO LIEJb, KOTA S OTKPHI ABEPD, BLI3bIBAs OCBEKAlOIIee
IIOKAJIbIBAaHKME Ha MOeH KOXKe.

— Ou! Tawm errie ObIIB!

— Xaxaxa...

— ... XMm?

YTO TyT IPOUCXOOUT?



[To Mepe TOTO, KaK 5 pubnuKancs, ciabble OuepTaHUs CTaHOBUINCH OoJiee
y3HaBaeMbIMU. BEICOKas BHYLIUTENbHAA QUTypa CTOsIa psigoM ¢ MmnepaTopom Meua, Habmogas 3a
HUM, ITI0Ka OH YCEePHHO MOoMeTas IOk, JT0 Oblyla 3HaKoMas GUrypa, ¢ IIMPOKUMH IIJIeYaM#, POCTOM
6onee BocbMU QYTOB ¥ HETIOCYIITHOM TPUBOM CEIBIX BOJIOC - IIPU3HAK €r'0 Bo3pacTa, KOTOPHIH,

Ka3aJIoCh, He CIIyKUJI HUKaKOM LIeJId, KPOMe KakK II0Ka3aTh JUKUU KOHTPACT C er0 KOMUYHO
OO0JIBIIUMU MYCKYJIaMHU.

910 OBIN He KTO UHOM, Kak Bropoit CtapeimrHa.

— 91! INogmerTatiTe ¢ OOJbIIEN OCTOPOKHOCTLIO! 371€Ch 10 CUX IIOP MOBCIOAY IIBLIb!

... YTO menaeT 9TOT cyMacCllIedIlIni CTapuK?

BTopou CrapeiilrHa, Ka3aBIIUCSd TaKUM BHYIIUTEIbHEIM U3[ajleKa, MaHMaKalbHO YKa3blBajl Ha
HWmMnepatopa Meda u KOMaHAOBAJl UM.

A HuKRoOrma He AyMaJl, 94TO OO2KUBY OO TOT'O OHSA, KOI'Ta BENIMKUU I/IMnepaTop Meya momnameT B 6e11y
N3-3a 4€ro-TO CTOJIb 06BIH€HH01"O, KakK IIJIoXas TeXHHKa y'60pKI/I

— ITocmotpuTe Ha 9T0. Kak OyATO B BCIO XKU3Hb He IIPUKACAJIUCh K MeTIie!

[TBITUHKY, BCE ellle JiexKaBIlre BOKPYT, OB HACTOIBKO PEOKUMU, YTO UX edBa MOXKHO OBLIO
YBUJIETH, laXKe I0CJIe YCUIEHUS 3peHUs C ITOMOIbio 1.



«...Hy, 9T0 onpeneneHHo TO, Ha 4TO s OB XOTEJI HEe HATKHYTHCS».

U1 Bropoit CrapeiimuHa, 1 UMnepatop Meya nefiCTBOBaIM IPUMEPHO B ONHY U Ty XKe 3I0XY.

OHU ompefeNeHHO 3HaIK OPYT ApPYTa.

Taxk 4TO Xe 3TO0 3a dapc, Ha KOTOPHIM S HATKHYJICH?

— YTo BH 3[€Ch feNlaeTe, JOPH BTOPOU CTaperIlirHa?

— Ox! TeI 3mecy, AHUXOH.

— ... Bu IIPUIIIX CIOOda TOJIBKO OJIsA TOTO, YTOOBI M30eBaThCS HaJl MOXKMUJIEIM Y€JIOBEKOM?

I/IMnepaTop Meua, BO3MOXKHO, IIOTIPOCHUII ME€HS HAa3bIBATE €TI0 II0 UMEHH, HO, 3Had €TI0 KCTHUHHYIO
JINYHOCTS, S HE MOT 3aCTaBUTh cebs CHeJiaTh 9TO.

— ¢ umeto B BUAy, 9TOT CTAPHUK Jake IOOMECTH KaK CliegyeT He MoxKeT. Ti-TII, eMy BooO1e He
MOJIXKHBHI IIJIATHTh, €CIH OH BCEerha Tak padoTaer.

Ho... 1 He BUXKY HUKaAKOU IIBITINA?



— Pa3Be 31ech HEIOCTATOYHO YHCTO?..

— TouHo Het! Ecnu TH IPUAEPKUBAELILCSI TaKMX CTaHAAPTOB, TO HEYIUBUTEIBHO, YTO 3[I€Ch BCEraa
TaK IrpsA3HO!

O yeMm oH?

II71s1 HOpManbHOTO YeJI0BeKa 3TO MECTO BHITTIAENI0 OB COBEPIIEHHO 0e3yIIPEeYHbIM.

Cnyru u naxe Bu Conb-A yIIOpPHO TPYIUIUCH, YTOOH TaK ¥ OCTABaJIOCE.

Tak 4TO0 e OBIJIO C 9TUM CTPAaHHBIM MoBefeHneM? OH HaMePEeHHO IBITAJICS NeWCTBOBATh HA HEPBHI
HWmMnepatopy Meua?

Her... KoneuHo, yBakaeMblli CTapeiIrHa yBakaeMoro KjiaHa He cTal Obl feflaTh TaKylo
Menoyb. KoHeuHo... BepHO?

«... UMmepatopa Meua 3T0 ycTpauBaeT?»

MmMnepaTop Meua, Ha uile KOTOPOro, KakK Bcerga, Oblia yibiOKa, He oOpallial Ha Hero HUKakoro
BHUMAaHHUSI.



OH IPOCTO MPOIOJIKAJI IOJIMETATh.

— Xaxaxa...

KoHe4HO, 4esIoBeK, MONyYUuBIINY TUTYN «MIMIlepaTop Meda», He cTaj Obl 3TUThCS Ha TaKoe...

— Xaxaxa!

«3abynbTe, OH B SIPOCTH.»

Korpa s BHUMaTENbHO IIOCMOTPETT, TO YBUAEN, YTO Ha ero Jinile Hadyalau (OpMUPOBATHCS BEHHL.

Korpa 51 mombITancst OTOUTH Ha HEKOTOPOEe pacCTosiHUe 0T 60MOBI 3aMeNiJIeHHOT O IeCTBUS, MEHS
nonMain Bropou Crapenimusa.

— THI TOJTBKO YTO 3aKOHYHUJ 00y4eHue?

— [Ila, cTapimii, Kak BUOKUTE.



— XM...

— YT0 Cy4Yunocs, cap?

— Huyero Takoro. Mexmy mpo4uM, TBOM COIIPOBOKIAIOIINIM XKIan Te0s TaM.

BTopou cTapeiiriHa yKa3ajl Ha BXO[ B MOU [IOM.

— Myen?

OH XpOan MeHs CHapyXKu?

qa OyMall, 94TO CKa3aJl eEMYy BOUTH BHYTPB, €CJIX €My HY2KHO 6y11eT MHE€ 9TO-TO CKa3aTh.

— Cnacu6o0, cTapmuit. 4 yxoxy.

— Tol yxoguuis?..

— XMMm?



4 cobupasncs HampaBUTLCS K MyéHy, HO Bropo# CTapeHIHa 0CTaHOBUIT MEHSI.

— TrI cny4aiiHOo He royofeH, AHUX0H? JTOT CTAPUK IPUHEC YTO-TO OYEHDb BKYCHOE...

— HOHnBIii rociogUH yKe Moes paHblle.

Btopoit CrapetimuHa 011 6eciiepeMOHHO TpepBaH MMnepaTopoMm Meua.

— XM! ¥ Bac xBaTaeT HarjIoCTH, YTOOBI OCMEJIUTHCS IPEPBATh PA3roBOP MeXKy ABYMS YJleHaMu
IIPECTUXKHOTO KitaHa ['y!

— [ToueMmy BHI Tak ce0s BeOETe, BTOPOM cTape-

4 ocTaHOBUIICS Ha cepenuHe ¢pa3kl, IOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK TEMIIEpATypa yIajia Ha HECKOIBKO
IPasycoB.

«YTO 3TO 3a BHE3aIHOe IJI0X0€e IIpea4YyBCTBHE, KOTOPOE 5 ‘-IYBCTBYIO?..»

Mou OTTOYEHHBIE UHCTUHKTHI KpHu4aJiy, YTOOHI 51 Y6I/IpaTIC5{ OTCHO4.



TpeBoKHOE YyBCTBO UCXOOUIO 0T MMmepaTopa Meda, KOTODHI BCe ellle TogMeTall.

«.. XM.»

¢ He OB yBEPEH, HO, TOX0xKe, MmepaTop Meua maBaj MHE CUTHAJ YHATH.

Ecnu 310 Tak, s ¢ PadoCThIO IIPUCIIYIIAIOCE K BalllIeMY IIPEOYIIPEXKIOEHUIO.

— HOp)I BTOpOfI CTapefILHPIHa, Y MeHA €CTh KO€-4TO CPOYHOE, O HEM HY2KHO 1103a00TUTHCS.

— Torpma 3TOT CTapUK TOXKE...

— Beperurte cebs1, cTapiimii.

b ImepecCTaBall CIIyllaTh, YTO OH CKa3all IIOCJIE 3TOTO. Eciu OBl 1 0CTAJICS TaM JOJIbINE, S OB TOYHO
IIoIaJiCA Ha 4€M-TO IIJI0OXOM.

4 6ricTpo cbexar, yberast oT Broporo CtapeHlInuHbl, KOTOPHIH BCe ellle ITBITAICS TOMEeNIaTh MHe
YUTH.

* %k % %



[Tocne Toro, kak 'y AnuxoHn ywesn, Bropou Crapenmrza u UmnepaTop Meda CTOSIIU B HEJIOBKOM
MOJTYaHUY 3a IIpefieaMy TPEHUPOBOYHOU IJIOLUIAAKH.

['ma3a Broporo CtapedlInHE HEPBHO METAJIACH 110 IEPUMETPY.

«[Tepen CTEHOM CIUIIKOM MHOTO [IePEeBLEB... MHe MEPENpPHTHYTh Yepe3 KPHILTY?»

... OH uckasn cnocob cbexkarTs.
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