— T1dd xaxaxa!!!

PeBymuii cmex npaButens Mmmnepun CaHpaii3, PalikoHa, 3aCTaBUJI 3aMOT4aTh XaOTUYHBINA OasTbHbIM
3ail.

[TockonbKy OH 6b11 MMIIEPAaTOPOM, ¥ KOTOPOTO OOBIYHO OBIJIO TOJILKO MpPayHOe U YIPIOMOoe
BEIPAXKEHHE JIUIla, KOTOPOe B KOHEYHOM UTOTe CTaJI0 ero JTMYHOCTHIO, eT0 cMeXa OBIJIO MOCTATOYHO,
YTOORI 3aKPHITH PTHI BCEM JIIOASIM B OaTbHOM 3aiie.

— Xaxaxa... 3T0 YMOPHUTEIILHO...!

HmnepaTop, KOTOPHIM TakK OOJITO CMESJICS B ODUHOYECTBE B TaKOM aOCOJIOTHOM TUIIMHE, BEITED
CJe3bl, HaBEPHYBIIUECS B YTOJIKAX €ro I'Ia3 0T YPe3MEPHOT0 CMeXa, 3aTeM MepeBe B3TTIS Ha MeHSs
U CKa3all.

— TsI MOXKeIb B3Th Ha Ce0s1 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a T€ CJIOBa, KOTOPHBIE THI TOJIBKO 4YTO HpOI/I3HeC?



— ... JTOrO0 5 He 3Halo.

4 oTBeTHUII HOBOJIBHO CIIOKOMHO.

KoneuHo, 6yOb OH OOBIYHEIM UMIIEPATOPOM, MOE 3aMedYaHue MOXKHO OBII0 ObI CUECTh
HEOCTOPOXKHBIM U HeBeXJIUBLIM. OgHAKO B ciny4yae ¢ MiMmnepaTopoM PaiiKoHOM 3TO OBLIT MpaBUIIbHBIN
OTBeT.

— Ig... TIBaxaxa...

Kaxk 1 oxupganocs, B TOT MOMEHT, Korga MMnepaTop ycCrbliiaa MO OTBET, OH CHOBa Hayall
cMesiThCs. TakuM 00pa30M, OH IPOIOIKAI CMESThCS B OMUHOYECTBE HEKOTOPOE BPEMS B 3TOM
r1y00KOH TULINHE.

— I'epuor @pel, 1 He 3Ha0, 0 YeM BHL ;yMaeTe...



YBumes peakKnuo I/IMr[epaTopa, S IIOYYBCTBOBAII OGJ’IG]’“—IGHI/IG, YTO BCe HUOET IIO ITJIaHy, HO BOPYT
I/IMnepanHua IIOCIIEIHO ITOJOIIIa KO MHE X X0TeJld YTO-TO IIPOIIEeIITATk.

— ... OTnmuuno! Torga st 06CcyXkKy TBOIO TPOCKOY C UMIIEpaTPUIie!

OpHako, Korga MMmepaTop MOJHSIICS CO CBOET0 MeCTa C BeCEeJIBIM BhHIpaXKeHueM JINIIa,
WmnepaTpulla HaxXMypUIach ¥ MOCIEIIHO 3alllaraia 06paTHO K HEMY.

— Ho, ato mero...

— IIpo1ino MHOTO BpeMeHHU C TeX MOP, KakK IPOU30Iijia MHTEPEeCHas Belllb. YTO He Tak?

MMmepaTop, 0OHAKO, IT0KA3asl MPUSTHOE BhIpaXKeHUe JIUIa U HallPaBUJICS B IIOATOTOBIIEHHBIN
OornbIIoN 3aj1, MpefHa3HaYeHHbIN Ois coOpanuii. Mexnay TeMm, MnepaTtpulia Kycasa ryosl ¥ KaKoe-To
BpeMs CMOTpeJla Ha MeHs, a 3aTeM, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Hayasla CJIeloBaTh 3a HUM.

«... Muccus BBITIOJIHEHA. »



Cypns mo aToMy, MOU IJ1aH, II0X0Xe, Yoacs.

KoneuHno, g OBLJI TOYTH YBEPEH B yCIiexe 9TOM ornepanuy, MMO3TOMY HE YOUBHUIICA.

B Mmnepuu Canpais, rue MmnepaTop uMeeT abCOMIOTHYIO BJIAaCTh, UMIIEpaTPUIla JOMUHUPYET HU3-3a
JleTaprudeckoro Hactpos Mmnepartopa.

W13-3a ero moBefeHus MiMnepaTop CTal CHMBOJIOM HEKOMIIETEHTHOCTH, ¥ MMIepaTpuIla CMOria
TIPaBUThH BMECTO HETO.

B sTot I/IMHepCKPIfI BE€K OH O9apPOBaH CTUMYJIMPYIOIMMMHU W BOJIHYIOIIMMU OE€TaMH.

[ToaToMy § ellle 3a[I0/ITO A0 3TOTO IpefcKa3al, YTO OH BTSHETCS B 3TO [IeJI0, €CNIM MHE KaK-TO
yHoacTcs pa3BesiTh eT0 CKYKY.



KoneuHo, 3T0 MOT cOelaTh TOIBKO 5.

HOTOMy 4YTO, KaK TOJIBKO 3TO 3aKOHYHUTCA, I/IMHepaTop BEPHETCA K CBOEMY BAJIOMY IIOBEOEHHUIO.

[Tocrne aTOTO UMIIEpATPUIlA, HACIIEMHBIN IPUHI] ¥ UMIIePCKUE IIPUHIIECCH BRICTYIISAT IUYHO, U
eIUHCTBEHHBbIH YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIHM MOXKET COIIEPHHAYATh C UX CTaTycoM B MiMmepuu - 3To 4,
HACJIeMHWK ¥ BPEMEHHBIN JIOPH TepIiorcKoit ceMby CTapIiaurT.

,[[pyTI/IMI/I CJIOBaMH, 3TOT IIJIaH OBLIT CTpaTeFI/IefI, KOTOPYIO MOT HMCIIOJIb30BATh TOJIBKO 5.

KoneuHno, g mogyMai O TOM, 4TO I/IMHepaTop MOKET OBITh pa3fgpazxkKeH uin HMHepanI/ILIa KaKUM-TO
06pa30M HalgeT cocob BMEIIATLCS, IIO3TOMY 5 ITPOUI3HEC CIIOBO «3aBET».

Bnaronapﬂ 9TOMY HMIIEPATPUIA U €€ NEeTU OOJI2KHEL OKAa3aThCA B 3aTPYOHUTEITEHOM ITOJIO2KEHHUH.



— BEI roTOBHL HOTH?

— ... XMm?

HOpr}KeHHBIﬁ B TaKHW€ MEICJIX, KOT'Id s1 TOP2KEeCTBYIOIIIE YJ'IBIGaJ'ICﬂ, KO MHE€ IIOOOIIa
COIIPOBOXKOAIOINaA U IMPeajiozKuia IIPOBOOUTE MEH.

— Ilocne Toro, Kak Owin onpeneneH xkeHux Ee BricouecTBa TpeThelt MiepaTopcKkoi [TpuHIIECCH,
HaM OBIJIO IPUKa3aHO IIPOBECTH BaC B KOMHATY, I'le BBl CMOXKeTe KOM(POPTHO IIPOBECTH BpeMSI BMECTE
c [Tpunueccoit. B HbIHEIIHUX 00CTOSITENILCTBAX KAXKETCs, YTO BH MOXKETe UATH, 1oph dpeil.

— ... {1 moHUMaIO.

YcnriiaB ee €l0Ba, S KUBHY ¥ 0CTaBu KnaHy, KOTopasi 0 CUX IIOp TYIIO CMOTpeJia Ha MeHs, U
HayaJ CIIyCKaThCs C TPUOYHBEI BMECTE C COIIPOBOKIAIOIEN.



Korma a CITyCKaJICA C TpI/I6y'HbI, B MOIO CTOPOHY OBLITO HallIpaBJIEHO MHO2KECTBO B3TJIsAJOB.

Barmam, KI/IHHH.[I/Iﬁ 3aBUCTHIO 1 PEBHOCTBIO, B3T'JIAN, IIOJIHBIM 0JIarOrOBeHUS U YOUBJIEHUS, B3TIAN0
OIIIIOPTYHUCTUYECKUX I'JIa3, HAIIOJIHEHHBIX 2KAOHOCTBIO, UJIX B3TJIAN, OITeHUBAIOIINK MEHS KaK
MaJIEHBKOI'O MaJIbYHKa.

BecuucneHHble ri1a3a ObUIM YCTPEMIIEHB Ha MEeHsI, HO OHU He OBIJIA HU CIIUIITKOM TSITOCTHBEIMHU, HU
YIYIIAIUIIMH.

HOTOMy 4YTO A BCeTda II0JIy4dall TaKHue B3TJIAbI.

— ... THL

Korpa s HAIIPABJIAJICA B 3dpaHee IIPUTOTOBJIEHHYIO KOMHATY IIOCJI€ TOr'0, KaK HCIIOPTUII BECEJIbe
CTOJIBKUM JIIOOAM, KTO-TO IIPperpagnuil MHe IyTk.



U xorpa s yBUAesa JIMIO YeJl0BeKa, 3arOPOOUBIIIET0 MeHsI, CTIOKOMHOMY BEIpaXKE€HUI0 MOETO0 JIHIla
HUYEro He 0CTaBajoCh, KaK IIPEeBPATUTHCS BO B3TJISAH HEJOYMEHMUS.

— Yro... YTO 3TO 3HAYUUT?

9T0 OBIN0 TOTOMY, YTO CepeHa, MO HeBeCTa, KoTopasi OyoeT caMbIM OOJIBIINM IPENSTCTBUEM IJIS
MOUX TIJIaHOB Ha OyAylee, KOTOpas HUKOTTa He 0TKa3klBajach OT MEHS [0 IIOCIeAHEr0 MOMEHTa B
IpegbIoylel BpeMeHHOU IIKajie ¥ C KOTOPOU I HUKOTAa He XOTeJl BCTPeYaThCsl B 9TOT MOMEHT
BpeMeHH, 6JI0KMpOBaa MOY IyTh C JIEASTHbIM BhIpaXKeHUEM JIUIIA.

— T-ThI OIIATH U_IYTI/IHIB? A YZ&Ke 3Hal0, 9YTO Thl HUKOI'Id CEePhEe3HO HE OTHOCHUITICA K U3MEHE.

— ... Xax?

Ho 4T0-TO CTpaHHO.



4 myman, uTo OymeT HafIeXKauui OOIPOC OTHOCUTEIBHO TOTO, IOMHIO JI S TPEIbITYIIYI0
BPEMEHHYIO LIIKaJly UJIM CUCTEMHOE yYBe[IOMJIeHNe, 0ToOpaxkarollee HaMepeHue YOUTk... IOTOMY 4TO 5
YaCTO CTAJIKUBAJICS C TAKUMHU YBEOOMJIEHUSIMU B IIPOLIIIOM.

— XO0T4... Cy[sd 110 TBOEMY BbIpazKeHUIO JINIla ¥ JKecTaM, s T0YyBCTBOBala HEKYI0 UCKPEHHOCTb...
Hert, ckopee THI OBIT BITOJTHE HCKPEHEH, HO 9TO TOXKe UTpa, He Tak ju? Thl 3HAYUTENIbHO YITyYIInI
CBOIO UTpy, fa’?

— YTto-

— WTak, mepecTaHlb. [lepecTaHb IPUTBOPSTHCH... S 3HAI0 OOHO XKUBOIKUCHOE MECTO...

— Y6epu OT MEHST PYKH.

Ee OpOXKallasi PYKa IIOTAHYIIaChk KO MHE, 1 HEBOJIbBHO BO3HHUKIIA MO CTapasa IIPUBBIYKA.

— Ja.



3aTeM BHE3aIlHO CBET B ee 3PadKaX IIOTYCKHEJI, U OHa IMOCIYIIHO OTOEPHYJIA JIaAOHE.

Ee moBefieHre Ka3aaoCh CTPAHHBIM, HO BAPYT K €€ 3padykKaM BEePHYJICS CBET, ¥ OHa CHOBA
3aroBOPHIIA.

— ... [laBaii mepeiifieM K 9TOMY KUBOIIMCHOMY MECTY U CIIOKOWHO nmobecenyeM. YeM Tl HEOBOJIEH U
3a4eM THI 9TO chesanl...

— TummnHa.

Ha Bcsakuy ciydaii 1 OTHOAJI €U ellle OOWH IIPUKa3, ¥ CBET B ee 3padkKe II0rac, KOraa OHa 3aKphliia
pOT.



— ... 3aMO/IY¥ U YXOOH.

4 man eit mompoOHEIM TpUKAa3, yMasi, YTO 3TO He cpaboTaeT, HO BCKope poT CepeH! Cerka
IePHYJICS, ¥ OHA Ky[a-TO HallpaBUJIack.

B ee moBegeHnM OBIJIO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, TIO3TOMY $I IOTIBITAJICS WCIIOIb30BaTh CBOM HaBHIK
(OcMmoTp[], # pe3ynbTaT ObUT BeCbMa IMIOKUPYIOMIKUM.
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«... Marus abCOJIIOTHOTO ITOCIyIIaHu ?»

KoHeuHo, poksiTue, cBsi3bBawollee ee [[CemertHas Cybopaunaius]], Ob10 oxkugaeMo. HM3-3a aToro



OHa OOBOJIBHO CHJIBHO IIOCTPadadjia, ITbITadCh IIPOTUBOCTOATHE MHE B npe;:[bmymeﬁ BpeMeHHOﬁ IIIKaljie.

B ¢paze «['eHManbHLEIN CTpATEr» TOXKE He OBIJI0O HUYEro yIUBUTEIBHOTO, TaK KaK OHa JIy4Ille BCero
OTIMCHIBAET €€ XapaKTep. brlo O6bl cTpaHHO, eciy OBl el He [laiu 3BaHUe CTpaTera, Befb OHa Oblla
reHWaIbHEIM TaKTHKOM, TOgaMu 0JI0KHPOBaBLIIUM apMui0 Koposs [leMOHOB paHEHbIMH U
U3MYy4YEHHBIMH COJITATaMHU.

«Ho... Ilouemy cymiecTByeT Marus abCOJIIOTHOTO ITOCIYIIaHUS?»

Marwust abCoMI0THOTO MOCTTYIIaHNsI, Marn4eCKoe 3aK/IMHAHKe, TPeIHa3HAYeHHOe /IS TOT0, YTOORI
CyOBEKT OBUT BEPEH TOJIBKO OJHOM IEJIH... ITO Marus IPOABUHYTOT0 YPOBHS, KOTOpPAs 3aCTaB/IsIeT
cyOBbekTa 0e30mur004YHO MOAUUHATHCS NTpHKa3aM yKa3aHHOM IIeJu.

Ho nmouemy Ha Hee HaJllOXXeHa TaKas Marus, U IoYeMy s Ha3Ha4eH I1eJIbI0, KOTOPOM OHa BepHa?

— ... Jlopn ®peii? Bpems unru.



[Toka st OBII IIOTPY2KEeH B CBOU MEBICJIH, COIIPOBOXKOAIOIIAA IIPHM3BaJia MEHS OBUTAThCA OaJIbIIIE.

— O, uz3BuHu. IToimemM.

K3-3a 9TOr0 s mpuiies B ceOs U IOTUXOHBKY CTaJl HAllPaBIATLCS B 3apaHee IMOAT0TOBIEHHYIO
KOMHATYy.

«CepeHa, He TOBOPY MHE, YTO THI...»

KoHeyHO, 110 fopore B KOMHATY 51 Bce elre gyMan o CepeHe.



— ... Y10 3T0 32 MecTO0?

Korpga s l'IpI/I6bIJ'I B KOMHATY, 4 HE MOT" HE YyYBCTBOBAThb ce0s1 B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM.

— OTa KOMHAaTa IIpegHa3HadYeHa TOIbKO I KaHOUaaTa B XKeHuXu U TpeThei [IpuHIIeCCH.

— OTO CBOIOUT MEeHd C yMa.

9TO IOTOMY, UTO BCS KOMHATa Obl/Ta OKpallleHa B PO30BHIMA 1IBET, @ MUJIbIE YKPALIEHHUS C
cepreyKaMu, BUCSIIUE BOKPYT, CO3aBaId COUYHYI0 aTMOChepy.

— YT0 3a cymaclefmuii IpuayMma 31o?



— Eé nmogroTroBuna uMmepaTpuiia.

— Ecnu mogyMaTh, 9TO MMJIO ¥ KPAaCHBO. JTO MPUSITHO, IIOTOMY YTO CO37aeT aTMochepy
MOJIO0KEHOB.

4 OBICTPO CMEHMUII CJI0BA, YTOOHI CIy4aiHO He MOJYYUTh BEITOBOP, ¥ 3aHSJ CBOE MECTO 3a
MaJIEHbKUM KPYTJIBIM CTOJIUKOM, Ha KOTOPOM CBEPXY ObITM PacCTaBIIEHH PA3IMYHbIE 3aKYCKU U
IecepTH.

— ... MMmepaTpuiia ToXKe TUYHO MOATOTOBUIA 3TO?

— MMmepaTpuila cama TOTOBHIIA 3[I€Ch BCE 3aKYCKU U [IECEPTHL.

Korpga s 6b11 ManeHbkuM, CepeHa JaBaja MHE CTOJIBKO YTOIIEHUH, YTO ¥ MEeHST YyTh He CTHUIIU
3yOHBI, TO3TOMY S IPUBHIK K gecepTaM. [IpoOyst mecepTHl, s IPUILIe]T K BEIBOAY, YTO UMIIEpATPUIIa
MeHCTBUTEILHO JIIOOUT MEeCepTH, ¥ BCKOPe 3ajiaJl COIPOBOXK/IAIOINel BOIpPOC.

— Hrak, korga npuenet KinaHna?



— E-el o4ty nmopa OpuuTH...

*Ckpum*

['simst Ha COIIPOBOXKIAONIYI0, KOTOPasi, Ka3al0Ch, 3aUKaIach, 1 TUXO MOTSHYJCS 3a KOKTEUIeM
PsIIOM CO MHOM. BCKope 1mociie 9Toro IBeph OTKPHIIACH.

— ... Bce, moxanyiicta, yxonure.

Korpa Knana BoImia B KOMHaTy U XOJIOOHO IIpHKa3aja, CTOSIBIIEN PSIAOM CO MHOU
COIIPOBOXKAAMIIEN ¥ TOPHUYHEIM, OHU IIOCMOTPEJIN Ha MEHS.

— Viunure.



W oHU BBIIIIK 13 KOMHATHI TOJIBKO IIOCJIE TOTO, KakK g OTHal UM IIPpHUKas3.

KnaHa, c HeromoBaHHEM HabJTI0aBINas 3a 9TOM CIIeHOH, BCKOpE IIOCMOTpesia Ha MeHs Tak, OyaTo
cobupasack MeHs yOUTh, U CKa3ana:

— Te1, 4TO, YepT BO3bMHU, 3agyMaJl...

— Cqanp.

Ho moka s TpsiC KOKTENIb B PYKe, s IIPePBal ee C KAMEHHBIM BhRIpazKeHHUeM JIHIIa.

— Yto?



— Cqanp.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 51 YKa3aJl Ha MECTO HAIPOTHUB MeHS ¥ CHUCXOMUTEIHLHO IIOCMOTPENT Ha
Knany. Kiiana Ha MrHOBeHHe B3[IPOTHYJIA, a 3aTeM MeJIEHHO IOJoIna K CUIEHbIO.

— ... drto, YepT BO3bMHU, THI IIBITAEIIBCA cruenarts?

Bckope TI0Cie 9TOTO OHA Cejla ¥ 3afajia BOIpOC, TS Ha MeHs. 1 MPOUTHOPUPOBAT ee ¥ Havall
IIUTH KOKTEHIIb U3 CBOEH PYKH.

— OTBeTh MHe, ®peli. Kakoro 4yepra THI...

— CHauaJjia UcIpaBb CBOE OTHOILIEHHUE.

— Yro?

— Ecnu TH X04ellb CTaTh MOEHM HEBECTOU M XOYelllb BO3JIeKaTh CO MHOM, THI I0OJIXKHA CHaydala



N3MEHHUTH CBOE TUKOE OTHOIIIEHHE.

Bckope, Korga st CKa3asl Tak X0JI0HO, BHIpazKeHue nuila KimaHel MCKa3UIIOCh, ¥ OHA 3arOBOPHUIIA
TOJIOCOM, TIOJTHBIM STPOCTH.

— Iymaers, s... 0yoy geauTsb ¢ TO60H IOCTeNh?

— Ecnu TH BhIMIEIIb 3@ MEHS 3aMyXk, TeOe MpuaeTcs, gaxe eciu Tebe 3TO He HPABUTCS?

— OTOro HUKOrfa He CIy4yuTcs. Tak...

*Bam!*

— ... Xu!



Korga g CumbHO yoapwuil 1o CToJly, Knana B3OPOrHyJIa X 3aMOJI4alia. 4 mocmesincst Haf €€ BUOOM U
CKa3all.

— 4 He myMalo, YTO TH OUEeHb XOPOIIO TOHMMAaeIlh CUTyaluio... Y Tebg HeT BrIOOpa.

— Ecnu TH He IpUMeITh MOe TIPeAJioKeHue, T Oyfelb 3aKIi04eHa B MOHACTHIPh UK OalrHio. Tk
3HaelIb 3TO, BEPHO?
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