"BoIoCh, S TOJIBKO YTO YBUEJ HedTo HeBeposiTHOe". E 113brueH, mo0ysach ner3akKHoM KapTUHOH,
BHYTpPeHHe B3[0xHYJ. OH CMyTHO YyBCTBOBaJI, YTO OBOE MyXKUYWH B UMIIEPATOPCKUX OfeXaaX Ha
II0Ty OBUIM HEBEPOSATHEIMU GUTypaMu faxke B IfapcTBe bora.

Bce IIPpUXOOUT C KaPDMHYECKUMHU HUTAMHU. Ha manHOM 3Tame ux KyJIbTUBAIlUX OH Y2K€ CYeJI 3a JIydllee
OTBJIEYBbCS OT KaPTHUHEL.

Celfyac OH MOT CUMTAThLCS HECPAaBHEHHHIM B CEMHMIECSITH [BYX PalioHaX, HO eCJIH PacCMaTPUBATh
neBsTh BoXXKeCTBEeHHEIX TOP B IIeJIOM, TO €ro HeJlb3s OBIJI0 Ha3BaTh [Jaxke MeJIKOH COIIKOM.

Ecnu oH OymeT oTMeUYeH KapMoi TaKMX HEMPeB30UIeHHBIX CYIIECTB, TO HUYEM XOPOIINM 3TO IS
HEero He 3aKOHYUTCS!

"HomxeH 1y g yutu?" cupamusai cebs E I3pr4eH. Bocmomb30BaThCS 3TOM BO3MOXKHOCTBIO U VHUTH,
II0Ka OH ellle TOJIbKO OTMEeYEeH KPOIIeYHOM YaCTUUYKOM X KapMBI, OBIII0 OBl JIYYIIINM BEIOOPOM.

Ho B rimy6use gymu E LI36I93Hb XOTEI TIOCMOTPETH, YTO OyOeT masblie. ITO Ol IITy00KO
CIIPSITAHHBIA CEKPET, TO, YTO OOBIYHEIE JTIOOYM HUKOTIA He CMOTYT YBUMIETh.

"Ecnu momyMaTh, TO TaKve HeCpaBHEHHEBIE CYIIeCTBA He MOIKHBI 00pallaTh BHUMaHUS Ha TaKyio
HE3HAYUTENbHYI0 QUrypy, Kak 5. YepT, 51 y&Ke CTONIbKO BCEro MoBUAal. f yXke 3amsTHAH KapMOW, Tak
yero ere 60aTeCca?"

[Tocne Hemonrux KojebaHu OH PEIINT ITPOCTO MPOAOJIKaTh HabII0gaTh.

M306paxeHre HA KapTUHE OBICTPO MEHSIOCh. [170T 3aipoKas Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH PEKH, 1 rpeber B
COJIOMEHHO IIJIsine ucye3. Micuesnu u majekue ropel. Ha KapTvHe 0CTalIKuCh TOJIBKO MaTeHbKUM
TIJIOT ¥ [Ba HECPaBHEHHHIX 9KCIIePTa, CUOIINe Ha HeM CO CKPelleHHEIME HOTaMHy.

B otBet Ha Bompock Benukoro UMmnepaTopa [1aTu OneMeHTOB, 3/1aTOKYAPHIN MyKUYMHa IT0Kadal
roJI0BO# U paccMesisicsi. OH BoBCe He OBII corylaceH. "Thl TOBOPHUILD, YTO S y3yPIUPOBal Cygs0y TBOel
3Be3[Bl, YKpaJs TBOIO yaauy U 3aXBaTHUJI TBOM 3aKOHHHIM TPOH, HO €CTh JIU y Te0s ToKa3aTelbCTBa?

"Hah....." Benukuii Umnepatop IIaty OneMeHTOB MpaydHO yIEIOHYICS. MITHOBEHHO €ro aypa
B30pBasiach BOKPYT Hero. OfHaKo, Kak HU CTPaHHO, B 3TOT MOMEHT Psi0b Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH BOAB
3aCThlIa Ha MecCTe.

"Hebeca BrIOpaiIy IBYX ©UMIIEPAaTOPOB, & 3aTeM BhIOpai OOHOTO U3 HUX. f MOBENIUTENh BCEX 3BE3
neBaTy Hebec, U THI ellle CMeellb YTBepXK/AaTh, YTO He Y3ypnupoBal Mo Cygs0y?"

"Bce mao mopg HeOecaMu HaXOOSATCS B MOeM CBOOOJHOM [OCTyTe. Benukoe a0 MATH CTUXUM CTOUT
PSOOM CO MHOM, M THI eIlle CMeelllb TOBOPUTh, YTO He YKpaJl MO yaady?"

"Kaxmas paca B TBOPEHUHU CKJIOHSETCS MEepefo MHOM U Ha3blBAET MEHS MMIIePaToOpOM. f BO3TIaBIsAI0
U 50, ¥ JEMOHOB, HO THl CMeelllb YTBEPKAaTh, YTO He 3aXBaTUJI MOU 3aKOHHBIN TPOH?"

OSTH TpH BOIIpOCa NMPOrpeMesid Kak I'PoM, U3MEHUB TPAaeKTOPHIO OBUKEHUS 0071aKOB U BETPOB U
coTpsicas IyHy ¥ 3Be3nbl. Benukuit Mmnepartop I1aTi D1eMeHTOB YCTAaBUIICS MIPSIMO Ha 4eloBeKa B
30JIOTHIX UMIIEPATOPCKUX OfeXKIaX, OH OBIJT HACTOJILKO PAa3bsIPeH, YTO MPAKTUYECKH [IHIIIAJT OTHEM.

OpHoro B3rJIsAAa Ha Mei3akHy0 KapTUHY ObLJIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH TIOUYBCTBOBAThH €TI0 BIIACTHYIO
aypy. Kazamocs, 4To Bce Cylree xKaxkaano IIOKOPUTLCS eMy. E 1[3p14eH He MOT He TPU3HATh: OH



HHUKOT'Id PaHbIIE HE BUOEIT TaKOH BHYUII/ITGJ'IBHOI;I AdyPHI.

B oTnuyue oT HETro, YEJIOBEK B 30JI0TOM MaHTHU, Ka3aJioCh, laXke He 3aMETHUIT IPOCTH U
BHYIIMTENIBHOM ayphl Benukoro Mmmnepartopa [Tt 3nmemenToB. OH IMPOCTO MOOHS CBOM OOKan 1
CHenasn IJI0TOK BHHA, 3aTeM ITOCTABUII ero 06paTHO Ha cTojl. HakoHell, OH YBepEeHHO YIRIOHYICS U
ckasan: "Ho Temneps s - bor-UmMnepatop".

OH yCMexHYJICS ¥ NTOOHAJICSA Ha HOTU. 30JI0TOKYAPHIM MyXK4YKWHA OKUHYJI B3TJISIA0OM Ka3aBIIyIOCs
0eCKOHEeYHOM peKy ¥ 3aJI0XKHUJ PYKH 3a CruHy. "HeBazkHO, KaK 4acTO Tkl 9TO TOBOPHIIIb, HO 5T TEIEepb
bor-MMnepatop, He Tak au?"

"MIMEHHO II03TOMY 51 ¥ TOBOPIO, YTO TH IPE3PEHHBIN", - IPOIIEANI CKBO3b CKpPexKeT 3y00B Benukuii
Nwmnepatop gty Dn1eMeHTOB.

Yro On HU ToBOPHUI Benmukui Mmnepatop [1sTi O1eMEeHTOB, YeJI0BEK B 30JI0TOM ITPOCTO CTOSITT U
0e3y4acTHO CMOTpeJI Ha Hero, HUKaK He pearupys. IIpoIio MHOTO BpeMeHH, IIpexk/e 4YeM peka,
HaKOHeIl, CHOBA IoIlIa psi0nio. Torga OH HaKOHEI] IIOBEPHYJICS U XOJIOOHO ITOCMOTPeN Ha Benukoro
Hmnepatopa [1aTH J51€MEHTOB.

"HcToputo nuieT mobequTenb, He TaK au?" - cka3an oH. "Thl JOMXKeH 3HaTh, YTO Ha CAMOM [iejie S He
X04y TeOs yOuBaTh.

Ecnu TH mams MHe Benukoe Jlao [19T 31€MeHTOB, s CMOTY COXPaHUTh Tebe KU3HB".

"Xa-xa-xa-xa-xa-xa-xa". B orBeT Benukuii Umnepatop [19TH 371€MeHTOB IIOJHSI I'7la3a K HeOY u
pa3pas3uics TpoMKUM cMexoM. Korfia oH 3acmesisics, Bofa B 03epe B3opBajachk. becuncieHHbIe
KaIlJId BOMBI OPBI3HYIIM Ha IIJIOT, IIOJTHOCTHIO 3aJIUBAsT €T0.

"Trl XOUeIllh 3aKOHHHIE MISITh 971EMEHTOB? BhI, MONMXKHO OBITh, MeuTaeTe!" Benukuit UmnepaTop I1satu
OneMeHTOB HaxMypuJl OpoBu u mpopesent: "[lagait, 0 moxkab! 3aBeiBaiTe, 0 BeTph!! TperuTe, 0
Monnuu! I'poxouurte, o rpomel! I'opu, 0 oross!"

MrHoBEeHHO HaJ 03€POM pa3pasuiiach HEMCTOBAs OypPsI, ¥ CBUPEIble BEeTPhHl 0€3 yCTall 3aBhIBAJIH B
HeOecax. [poM ¥ MOJTHUHU pacCKajbIBalu CuHee He0o, u OecuucieHHbIe HeOeCHEIe SI3bIKU IIJIaMeHU
CIIyCTHIIACE C Hebec, IIOIKUTrast 03epo.

"9T10 u ecTh Benukoe [lao [IaTu DneMeHTOB, 0 KOTOPOM ThI Bcerga Meurtan. K coxkanmeHuio s Teos,
Yk0y Y, B 9TOM KHU3HU Thl MOZKEIIh 0TKA3aThCS OT BO3MOXKHOCTH KOTa-T1u00 MOIyYUTh MO0 CUITY
[Tatu OnemMeHTOB. [axke €Clny MHE IIPULETCS YHUYTOXKUTD €T0, Tl HUKOT[a He OBJIafieelllb U He
obbegunuIL Bce Benukue [Jao! OTKaXXuCh OT 3TOrO IIara B 3TOM XXKuU3HHU!"

MrHoBEeHHO B BO3[yX B3METHYJIACh IMapa PYK, JOCTAaTOYHO OOIBIINX, YTOOH 3aTMUTHL HEDO.
BrIpaxeHue Nulla 371TaTOKYAPOr0 MyKYUHE PE3K0 U3MEHUIIOCH, @ €T'0 PYKHU OLICTPO chopMUPOBATU
PYyuHEIEe TTeyaTH. BCKope mpyras mapa MIII30PHBIX PYK, COITOCTABUMAs II0 pa3MepaM, IOgHSIach B
He0O0 HaBCTpeuy IepBOM, CJIOBHO HaMepeBasiCh OCTAaHOBUTD UX IafieHue.

"Heneno!" Benukuit Umnepatop [IaTu OneMeHTOB ynpsiMo paccMmesiics. Ero npaBas pyka
TOJIKHYJIaCh BHU3, U TUTAHTCKUE PYKU B Hebe MOC/IeoBaayu ee IpUMepy, Bpe3aBIIUCh B TIOBEPXHOCTh
o3epa.

['MraHTCKMe UJITI030PHBIE PYKH YeJI0OBEeKa B 30JI0TOM MaHTHUM Pa3/eTeNuCh Ha KyCKU. OH BBIKAIIUISAI
TIOJIHBIM POT KPOBU. B ero riasax npomMenbKHYJ cTpax. OH cOPOCHIT CBOM OJ€XKIB M1 MI'HOBEHHO
IIPEBPATUIICS B IIyraso.



"TIaTs O71€MeHTOB, TH He ITocMeeIs!"”

[MlokupOBaHHLIM "4eI0BEK B 30JI0TOM MaHTHU" OBIJT BCETO JTUIITL IBOMHUKOM Tefa. Ha Kpato Heba
Tellephb IpeMel I'POM U CBepPKalid MOJTHUM.

Ha BepmmHe mnnota Benukuit UMmnepatop [T D1eMeHTOB yIpsaMO CMesJICA U CY3UJl I'Jla3a, TNIAas
Ha Janiekuit Kpaut HeOa. Ceiiuac OH BHITJISMEN TaK, CJIOBHO OKOHYATEJNILHO collenl ¢ yma. "dxkoy By,
OTKaXkHCh OT IocyiefHero mara! Xa-xa-xa.... Tel gyman, 4To mobenunn MeHs, HO g He mpourpan!”

OrpomHEBIE PYKH, JOCTATOYHO OOJIbInye, YTOOH 3aTMUTh He00, 00PYIIUIKNCh BHIU3. MTHOBEHHO, 110
npuka3y Benukoro UMmnepartopa [1aTu SneMenToB, pusndeckoe nposienenne Bemukoro Jao [1atu
OJIeMEeHTOB C I'POXOTOM MCYe3710, 3a0paB ¢ co6ol peky, HeGO U IJIOT.

He6o0 u 3emns ucuesnu. Ocranach Nulllb TEMHas U 0eCKOHeUHas IMyCcTOTa.

YBupes Bce 3710, ceprue E L[3pIYeHa 3aK0JIOTUIIOCH, & TeJI0 HEKOHTPOJIMPYEeMO 3apoxkao. Bce
ucuesso. OH He 3HaJI, YTO IIPOU30IIJIO B UTOTE, HO Jaxke eCJIU OH CMOTPEeJI TOJIbKO Ha KapTUHY, OH BCe
PABHO YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CHJIHI, 3aK/TIOYEHHOM B 3TUX TMTAHTCKUX PYKax, OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOORI
YHAYTOXUTH BECH MUD!

Heyxenu Benukuii Umnepatop I1aT OneMeHTOB 0eiCTBUTENIbHO YHUYTOXKUI Benukoe [ao [1atu
OnemeHTOB? Ecu Tak, TO ITOYEMY g OO CHX IIOP MOT'y IIPO3pPeBaTh €ro CUiy?

"Mnapguuii!" B 9TOT MOMEHT U3 Xa0TUUYECKOU IIyCTOTHI ITOSBUJICS BHICOKUU M KpeNKuil MyK4uHa. OH
OBLII O7lET B MypPIIYPHO-KPACHbIe NUMIIEPATOPCKUE OfleKIbl ¥ BOCCENal Ha yKacalollleM JPaKOHbEM
TpoHe. XOTs BEIpaXkKeHUe ero Jiriia ObIJI0 CIIOKOMHEIM, HEBO3MOXKHO OBIIIO TPOYECTh €70 UCTUHHEIE
9MOLIUH.

E LI3pruen OB MOpazxeH. ITOT YesIoBeK ORI He KTO HHOM, KakK Benukuit MmmnepaTop I1satu
OneMeHTOB, ©300paxkKeHHBIM Ha KapTUHe.

"HaxopmKa Moel KapTUHEI C ITeli3akeM IMOKa3bIBaeT, UTO MBI ¢ TOOOM CBSI3aHH Cyab00i. f He 3HaIO,
MyKYMHa THl UM XKeHIIKMHA, OBJIafie]l JIX ThHI MSATHhI0O CTUXUAMU UK HeT. Ho pa3 Th yKe CTOIBKO
yBULEJ, 3HAUUT, TH y2Ke OTMeUeH MOel KapMou U KapMou Yxoy V".

"Ha 9Toli neii3akHOM KapTUHE BCETO TPHU NPOTYJIKHY. f Hanmucan ux nepeq CMepThi0. OTO TOXKeE K04
K Moei morure".

"9T0T BOp, UK0Yy ¥, yKpan Moio HebeCHYIO Cyb0Y, MTUIINUII MEHS COCTOSHUS M 3aXBaTUJI MOM
3aKOHHBIN TPOH. 4 CcTas XKepTBOM ero MIaHOB U YMEP Y2KACHON CMEPTHIO.

¢ He MOTY MTOKOUTHCS C MUPOM, TTOKa He oToMiry. Ecnu Tebe CcyxkmeHo coOpaTh BCe TPU KAPTUHEI, THI
CMOZKEIlb BOUTH B MOIO YCHIIANBHUIYY. BHYTpY ThI HalgeLIb yady, KOTOPYIO S OCTaBUII AJis Tebs".

"Thl MOXKEIIb TOUTH ¥ IPUHSTH €e, NN He MPUHUMAaTh. HO eCiu THI PEIIuIb IPUHSTh €ro, IOMHM. ...
OtomMmcTHu 3a MmeHs!"
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