BuyTpu knaHa bBiakBaiif, 0COOEHHO BHYTPY KPACHOTO ITaBUILOHA, KOTOPHIH 00JIbIIIe BCETO
BBITIEJISITICS U3 CBOET0 OKPYKEHUS U UMeJl B OCHOBHOM 3€JIeHHEIH IIBET.

OxpaHHUKU IPSIMO Tepel KpacHBIM ITaBUILOHOM, 2-3Be3[iHble boeBrle FIMIIepaTopkl, IpoCTO
BBITIOJTHSIJIM CBO€ OOBIYHOE TTAaTPYIUPOBAHMUE.

9To OBITIO B 9TO BpeMsi; Oy HeOOIbIION BeTePoK. TeM He MeHee, OXpaHHUKYM HUYero He
TI0YYBCTBOBAJIH, IIOCKOJIEKY BETEP UTO-TO HEC BHYTPH HUX.

I'IeprII‘/'I 1Iap, KOTOpBIfI IIPOAOoJIZKaJl MEOJIEHHO KaTUThCA, IIPEBPATUIICA B TEHb, KOTOPAs ABUT'AIACh
BHYTPHU 3€MIIH, C Hpeneanoﬁ TOYHOCTBIO MUHYS OXPaHHUKOB. K cuacThio, HY OJUH U3 OXPaHHUKOB
He aKTUBHPOBAJl CBOU IOMEH HJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM pope, MO3TOMY OHM HE MOTJIM 3aMETHUTE 3Ty TEHb.

TeHb METIJIEHHO IIpOIlIa 9epe3 OBEPh U HallpaBUJIACh K OHpeI[eHeHHOfI KOMHaTe.

"Kto THI?"

W3 KoMHATHI pa3gaiicsa My}KCKOﬁ ronoc. «Kak u 0:Kugamsoch OT BOMHCTBEHHOMW CBSITOM», — nmogymMmaliia
Hukorns, IIpexne 4eM IIPEBPATUTHCA B YE€JIOBEKa.

— 4 npuHecna ci0Ba MOEro YUuTensa, — CMUPEHHO CKa3ana HUKOb.

«Barm rocioguH? ITO MECTO [OIXKHO OBIIO TIIATENIBHO OXPAHSThHCS; KaK BBl MOXKETEe IPOHUKHYTh
BHYTPL?» MyX4MHa MaxHyJI PyKOU ¥ ITO3BOJIUII ABEPU OTKPHITHCS, 00HAPYXKUB CHAPyKU
PO30BOJIOCYI0 XKeHIKHY. X0Ts OHa Oblla [OBOJIBLHO KPacUBOX, OHa OblIa IT0X0XKa Ha TeX, KOro
IIpecienyloT, Kak cCyMaclleire, TOXOTIUBEe MyKYIHEL. TeM He MeHee, Ka3aloCh, 4YTO Y Hee eCTh
IpPUBIIEKaTEbHOE 00asiHUEe, KOTOPOE MPUTSATHBAET CEPALIE.

KenumHa yneiOHynack eMy. «Kak s MOTy IPOHUKHYTh BHYTPb — 3TO OTBET, HAa KOTOPHIY HEJIb3
oTBeTUTh. OHAKO I 3[eCh BMECTO CBOET0 X035IMHA... Y1 MOl X035MH — 3TO TOT, Ha KOTO THl celyac
OXOTHILILCS».

— Anekcanap Cupuyc? MyK4YrHa HaxMypuJsl OpoBU, HUKAK He 0XKHUMAast, YTO y 9TOT'0 TAUHCTBEHHOTO
YyeJioBeKa eCTh TaKOU MofunHeHHBIM. OOQHOTO TOr0, YTO OHa MOTJIa BOT TaK IPOHUKHYTH B KJIaH
BrakBelin, OBITIO y2Ke OCTATOYHO, YTOOR OPOCUTD BCIO CEMBIO.

"Toyno Tak." OHa ynBEIOHYTaCh U BEXKJIMBO CKJIOHMIIA TOIOBY. «Mo# MacTep x04eT, YTOOH BB
IIpEeKpaTUiIu IpecjefnoBane U pa3opBanu cow3 ¢ Knanom bora Oras».

"XMm?" OH HaxMypus OpoBu. — Tak BOT UTO TH UMeEEIIb B BULY... {1 He U3 TeX, KTO JII0OUT OHOPOTHCA C
HeBeIOMBIM, U TBO€ BHE3AIIHOe IOSBJIEHUE 3[eCh YXKe IIOATBepPKOaeT MOoe IIepBoe IPeanoIokeHue.
[Toxoxe, 3ToT Anekcaunp Cupuyc He mpocTodums... Bemb Kak MOXKHO ITPOCTO IHUKOBEIM BoeBoi
HWMnepatop erko npoHuKaeT BHYTPh KilaHa bBiakseum...»



Hukonb HUYero He cKa3aia U CEPhE3HO IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha HETO.

«MHe ToXe He HPpaBUTCS Hjesl APaThCs, HO 9TO He 3HAYMT, YTO 5 6010Ch. Ha KaKOM OCHOBAHMH THI
X04Yelllb, YTOOHI 5 MOOAepKuBaiI Te0s?»

«Ha camoM pene, Halll X035MH X04eT, YTOOH! KJIaH BIokBei pa3opBa CO03, He IIOTOMY, YTO OH
HamyraH. OH IPOCTO IpumaeT 60Jbioe 3HaUYeHNe cBouM oTHouieHusIM ¢ CyH FO u3 kimaHa bisksenn
Ha CeBepHOM KOHTHHEHTEe. 500Ch, eciu fie10 JOMAeT J0 ApaKu, MOM MacTep MOXKeT CxKedyb 00a
BIUSHUSA [0THa». HUKOIL Pe3K0 ITOCMOTpesia Ha HEro, TOBOPS, YTO ee CJI0Ba He OBIJIA ITyCTHIMU
yrpo3amu.

«TBOM C/0Ba, KOHEYHO, He JIETKHUeE... Thl 3Haelllb, 4YTO Thl B TOM, KOT'0 IIpECIeAyoT, fa? [lyMaellb, Th B
COCTOSIHMHY CKa3aThb YTO-TO MMOf00HOoe...» [I[peeMHUK HaxMypuil OpOBH.

«MBI TPOCTO ITOKa He pearupyem». HUKOIBb coenasa may3y Ha MTHOBEHHE, ITPeXe YeM CKalaThb: « 4
BCETO JIMIIIb IITTHOHKA BO BIUSIHUY TOJIBKO ITIOTOMY, YTO Y MEHS HeJOCTAaTOYHO CUJI». Ecu MBI
IEeNCTBUTEILHO PaCKPHIBa€M HAIlly HCTUHHYIO MOIIb, ST He IyMalo, YTO KJIaH BII9KBEH X04eT 3TOT0
BUTIETH>.

«Xo... KeHIIMHA, 5 BIleYaT/ieH TBOUM MacTepPCTBOM. Henerko mpoHUKHYTh B 3TO MECTO, HO TEHI
Moxelb ¢ mpoctoi 10-3Be3pHoi cunor boesoro MMnepatopa. OgHako, KakK THl AyMaellb, Thl
cMoxkelb cOexkaTh 0T MeHs?» [IpeeMHUK pacKphI CBOIO 1-3Be3nHYyi0 cuity boeBoro CBSTOTO,
3axBaTuB HuxkoIb.

K coxanenuto, Hukomnbs He oOpaTuia BHUMaHUS Ha 9TO mofaBieHue. Ee nmuiio ObII0 IO-IpekKHEMY
CIIOKOMHBIM ¥ BHITJISIAENIO COOpPaHHEIM. — B0I0OChH, THI HE XOUYeIlTh 3TOr0 IeaTh...

«THI TAak nyMaemb? To, 4TO 51 OCTaHABIXBAIO BOI7IHy, HE O3Ha4aeT, 4YTO ThI MO2KeIllb UCIIOJIb30BATh €€,
YTOORI KOHTPOJINPOBATh MEHA, 0CO0EHHO C TAaKUMHU IIyCTBIMHA yrposaMnl» HpeeMHI/IK Had4aJl 3JIUThCA.

«9T0, KOHEYHO, He IIyCTas yrpo3a. Y MeHs eCTb ellle OfHa Belllb, KOTopas MOXKeT 3aCTaBUTh MEeHs
yOenuTh Bac». HUKOMb CTUCHYIa 3yObl, YyBCTBYS UCXOMUBIIEE OT HETO fAaBiieHue. «Bricias VIP-
KapTa KiaHa briskseup!»

"I1I" Termo mpeeMHMKa 3aqp0oxKajo, Kak OYOTO OH YCIIbIIIAJ YTO-TO HeBeposTHOe. — OTKy[a TH
3HAeIb 3TO UMI?

«$1, KOoHEeYHO, 3HaJ 06 3TOM [aBHLIM-IaBHO. Bricmas VIP-kapTa KnaHa BriakBels — eqMHCTBEHHAS
VIP-kapra, uMeromas ocoObIi cTaTyc B KinaHe biskBein. OHa jlaeT Oo4YeTHOe 3BaHue... HeT, 3mech
noyKeH ObITh paHT Benukoro crapeuunyel. " HUKOMb yaRIOHYIaCh.

— Tet... Tel maxe 9T0 3Haemb. KTo TH... HeT, k10 TBo# X03ssuH? [IpeeMHUK ObIT TOTPSICEH [0
rayOuHE! oy, «KapTa He JO/IXKHA CYIIecTBOBATh B 9TOM MUpe... TeM He MeHee, TH...»



Hukomnb YJ'IBI6HYJ'[aCB. «BrI IIPOCTO HArJIO TOBOPUTE MHE, YTO KJIaH BJ'ISKYSfIJI HEe U3 3TOro MHpa. U sa
AOyMalO, 4YTO BBl CAMHU IIOJTYYUIIM OTBET».

Ee cnoBa noTpsicnu ero pa3yMm. — Thl He U3 3TOT0 MUpa?

Hukomb He O0TBETHIa eMy. BMecTo 3Toro oHa mpoCTo yIBIOHYIaCh ¥ MaxHyJa PYKOH, OCTaBasi HEKYIO
YEePHYI0 KaPTOYKY C AByMs GyKBaMu «V».

«3TO... 9TO...» HpeeMHI/IK He MOT OIIPpaBUTBHCA OT IIOKa, KOI'ma Huxkonb 6pocaJIa €ro CHOBa 1 CHOBaA.

«41 y2Ke TOBOPHJI paHee, UTO 3TO He ImycTas yrpo3a. Haoboport, 3To Ipyxkeckoe HanoMuHaHue. OgHOM
3TOM KapTHl yKe NOCTAaTOUYHO, YTOOH YIOCTOBEPUTD HAIly JIMYHOCTh. Y BaC JOJIXKEH OBITh CIIOCO0
YBUJIETH, IIPaBIa 9TO MU NoAnesiKa, BepHo? K coxkasieHuio , Mol X031H II0Ka He X04YeT IIPOBEPSTh
3Ty MaJeHbKYI0 KapTO4KYy, TaK Kak OH IIPUHECET ee BaM II0CJIe Pa3pelleHusl BCe CUTyalluu».
HuKOMb YXMBITbHYIACK.

— 9TO... — IPEeeMHUK CTUCHYII 3yObl. Eciu 66 OH MOT IIPOBEPUTH 3TY KapTy, eMy OBII0 OBl Jlerde
PEINTh, KAaKOW IMyTh eMy HY2KHO BHIOpaTh. K coxKayleHuI0, 3TO MOTJIO CTaTh [JIS HETO JIUIIb
aBaHTIOPOU.

OpHako OH TaKXe He MOT CKa3aTh, YTO 9TO Oblja aBaHTIOpa. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, IpyTrasi CTOPOHA
IIPOJ0JIKajia TOBOPUTh €MY, UTO OHU OBIJTM HOPMaJIbHBIM BIUSTHUEM U YTO OHU M3 OPYroro Mupa.

Kaxk HacnegHuK 3TOro KjlaHa, OH 3HAJI 0 HACTOSALIel cujle 3TOU KapThl. [laxe Benukuii CTapedivHa
He Mor OBl TPOHYTH TAKOT0 YeJI0BeKa, ecyiy Obl OH He XOTeJl PAaCCEPOUTh «ITHUX JIIOflel», HO eCcNu Obl
MHOTHe y3Hanu 06 3TOM, OH 3afiyMasicsl Obl, CMOXKET JIX OH Ha CaMOM fieJie OCTaHOBUTE 3TO.

«2KeHIKHA... 1 X04y Tebs Koe 0 UeM CIIPOCUTh». IIpeeMHUK Cy3uJI TJIa3a.

«JlaBaiiTe nocnymaem». OHa KMBHYJIA.

— T5I 3HaeIIs, KTO y HaC 3a CIUHOU?

«Ecnu oHM y3HAIOT UMS Hamiero Macrtepa, oHU OyOyT ChbeKHBaTLCA OT CTpaxa. {1 mymalio, 3TOTO
IOJIKHO OBITH IOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI Cy3UTh CIIMCOK 0O HECKOJIbKUX YeJioBeK... HeT, uMs Haliero

MacTepa yxKe eCTh, HEeT HyXK/Ibl B IOfiCKa3ke». HUKOIb moKaydasa ronoBoi. OHa He Bo3paxKala
pacckasaTh 4aCTh TOTO, YTO 3Hasa, IOTOMY 4YTO MMS AJleKCca MPO3By4aso B 3TOM MUPE.

Ero ums GymeT pacTd, KaK HAKTO APYTOH, ¥ IIOPOJUIIO OTPOMHYIO UCKpPY. PaHo MK 1O3[HO BCe
y3HAIOT 3HaUeHUe ero UMeHH, 0co0eHHO KiaH brakseiin. IIpocTo moka3aTh eMy KapTy yKe JaBajio
OTPOMHYIO MTOJICKA3KY.



Ecnu O6bI 0HU OBITM YMHBI, TO HEIIPEMEHHO MTpoBepuin Ovl 3T0 uMs. To, Kak Hukonb Benna cebs Tax,
OynTo 3Hasla BCe, X OCTaBUJIa HECKOJIBKO IIOACKa30K 00 WX peanbHOM CYLIeCTBOBAHUH, yKe
3HAYUTENIbHO YMEHBIINIIO COMHEHUS B UX CepHlax.

«Kak g yXKe ckasas, 3T0 He IycTas yrpo3a. Eciu BEl fyMaeTe, UTO MEI JIZKEM, BEl MOXKeTe IPOBEPUTH
3TO... 0COOEHHO TeM, KTO KOHTPOJIUPYeT Bac UK Hallly CIUHY». HUKOJIb 3arafoyHo yIbI0HYIach.

[TpeeMHUK HUYETO HE MOT CKa3aThb U TOJIBKO CTUCHYII 3yOHl. Ero Teno HeynepKUMO TPSICIOCh, OH
IyMall 0 BO3MOXKHOM OyAyIIEM.

Ecnu oHa mpaBa, To uX KiaH biaakyain MoxeT ObITh 0671a2KajiCs B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/la OHM HaIafgyT Ha
Anekca. Ecmu 065 3TO OBITIO HE TaK, OHU, 6€3yCIIOBHO, MOTEPsiIK Obl Oombinue neHbru. OJHaKO y
IIOCJIEHEr0 IOCIe IOACKa30K HuKoIb OBII 0YeHb MaJIEHbKHUH IIIAHC.

On nmogyman 00 9TOM H peniunn YfITPI, YTOOBI Y66HI/ITB gena 1 BeJINKOI O CTapefILHI/IHy, IIpaBaa Jik 3TO.

Hukomb 3Hasa, 4To 3T0 paboTaeT 04eHb X0poIno. XoTs ANeKC 3alpeTul el M03BOJISIThE eMY
IIPOBEPSATH KapTy, OH HUYET0 He CKa3aJl 0 TOM, YTOOB 0CTaBUTh Kakue-nmubo ynuku. Hukons mormia
CKa3aTh 00 3TOM IIpeeMHHUIIe TOJILKO B TOM CJIydae, eC/Ii X0Tejla HOOUThLCA ycIexa.

«Ha caMoM fene ecTh ellle ofHa Belllb, 0 KOTOPOX BaM HYKHO 0eCIIOKOUThCSI». HUKOIb 0CTaHOBUIAChH
Ha MTHOBEHHE, YTOOBI IPUBJIEYh €I0 BHUMaHKe. «JlaXke eCJIu BbI IIOTOHUTECH 3a HaMu, [IbSTHEBIN
IIaBUJILOH OCTAHOBUT BacC».

— YTo THI UMEJI B BUAY II0O[ 3TUMU crioBaMu? [IpeeMHUK B 3aMellaTeIbCTBE CKJIOHUII TOJIOBY.

«41 yBepeH, 4TO MOTYIIIECTBEHHHIN KaH Bi1aKyaiig Mor 6k paccieqoBaTh 9TO CAMOCTOSTEBHO,
TI09TOMY 51 HU4ero He 6yay roBoputh 06 aTtom. KpoMe Toro, otBeT OyHeT siceH, Korga Moit MacTep
PEIINT MOCETUTh 3TOT KOHTUHEHT». HUKOJb YXMBIIbHYIACh.

«Thl...» [IpeeMHUK XOTEJ YOAPUTh 9Ty KEHIIMHY OOUH Pa3, PAaCKPHIBAs OJUH CEKPET 3a APYTHM.
Mo0KHO CKa3aTh, YTO OH TOPIHUIJICS TeM, KaK OH MOT OCTaBAThCs CIIOKOHMHEIM B J1H000# cuTyaIuu. Ho
9TO TaK¥Ke 03HayaJio, HaCKOIbKO abcypaHoi Oblla 3Ta nHGOpMaLHs.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 3Ta UH(GOPMAIUs JOCTUTIa TAKOTO YPOBHS, UTO Kacanach Bcel CyabOBI KilaHa
Broksens.

«Torma, TOCKONBKY ST BHITIOJTHUII CBOM MOJT, S yiay u 60sbile He 100eCIIOKO00 Bac». HUKOMIb
YIBIOHYTIACh, IPEXEe YeM UCUE3HYTh.

Ecnu GBI 9T0O OBLT €0 ITOKOHM, OH MOT OHI JIETKO IIOMeIIaTh el YUTH U 3a[aTh el HEeCKOJIbKO BOIIPOCOB.
Onnako Hukonb Bocmonb30Banach ero notepeit camoobnaganusi, 4To0sl yiTi. OHa pacKphiia
CJTUIIIKOM MHOTO MHGOPMAIIMK Cpa3y, Tak 4TO OblI0 6B HEXOPOIIIO PACKPEIBATE OOJIbIIE, OMacasicCh,



yTo Anekc OymeT 06ecrioKoeH HHGOpMallel 0 CBOEM TPOLIION XKU3HMU.

[TpeeMHUK OCTAJICS OOWH B TUXOH KOMHATE, He C KEM ITOTOBOPUTH B 9TOM MBEITapcTBe. OH 3aKyCHUII
ry0y ¥ OBICTPO TIOIIEN B APYTOe MEeCTO, YTOOB IPOBEPUTEH NHGOPMALIKIO.

Curtyarus craja IIoBOpauMBaThCS B IONIb3Y Aniekca. TeM He MeHee, [efio KilaHa biakBely ObII0 He
eMUHCTBEHHEIM.

B yrny HebGecHoro KonTuHEHTa CTOsIa BricOKas Gernasi OaliHs, TpoHu3kBaoIias Heb6o. [Tox GamHeit
1o Gepery IeJ YeloBeK.

«TpEeHUPOBKHU U TPEHUPOBKH... [loyeMy MHe BCeryia Hy>kKHO TPEHUPOBAThLCA?» MyXKUnHa
HACBUCTHIBAJI, IPOTYJIMBASICH IO MJIAXKY. «OTO eAUHCTBEHHOE, UTO 51 MOTY CHeJaTh IPsSMO ceryac,
4yTOOB! CHSITH CTPECC. B OoTIM4YMe OT APYTUX BIUSHUM, KOTOPHIE fali OIPefie/IeHHYI0 CBOOOAY CBOEMY
IIPEEMHUKY, Y MEHS HeT HUYero ¢ COOOi...

«OTCTOMHO OBITH MHOM, TIOTOMY 4YTO Y MEHSI HET APYTOH 1€/ B XKU3HU, KPOMeE
CaMOCOBEPIIEHCTBOBaHUsA. MHe CKy4HO...»

OH npopomKa pa3riarojibCTBOBaTh O CBOEM COCTOSIHUM, KaK OyATO 3TO OB e [UHCTBEHHEIN CII0C00
CHepXkaThb CBOE Pa3oyapoBaHUe.

Yepes3 HeCKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUH OH BAPYT 00HAPYKUJI AEBYIIKY, YHOCUMYIO BOJIHaMU. Y Hee ObUIH
IJIMHHBIE CBETJ/Ible BOJIOCH U MUHUATIOpHAA Gurypa.

My}K‘-II/IHa Ha6m011an 3a Hel ¢ OOIbIINM HHTEPEeCOM, TdK KaK BIIEPBEIE BUAEII KOI'O-TO B 3TOM MeCTe.

W3 m000MBITCTBA OH TImomomies K CaMKe M ITPOBEPHUII €€ IIYJIbC, IIOOTBEPOUB €€ CTAaTyC.

«XMm... OHa ellle He yMepJia, HO MyJbC y Hee cnabbiii. Kako#t y Hee Ha caMoM fiesie OonbT?» OH
IIOCMOTPEJI Ha MOpe ¥ HaxMypun 6poBu. «ITo HanpasneHue ¢ CeBepHOr0 KOHTHHEHTa, BepHo? OHa
Ilepeceksia OKeaH? ITO YTO-TO HEBEPOSITHOE, [IOCKOJIbKY HaxKe boeBrie CBATHIE HE OCMENUBAIOTCS
Ilepecekartsh ero, He rosops yxe o Boernom Mmnepatope».

OH mocMoTpen Ha 6eCCO3HATEIbHYI0 XKEHITUHY ¢ 00bIuM nHTepecoM. OH BIIepBBIe CTOJIKHYJIICS C
YeM-TO MMOMOOHBIM U YIIBIOHYTICS. «Torma s MOIKEeH B3sSTh 9Ty XKEHITUHY K cebe... MHe Bce PaBHO
CKYYHO».
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